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Tip; RIGHT HONORABLE 

SIR JOSEPH BANKS, BART., K. B.> 



PRESIDENT OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY^ 



^T., if^Cy b)C, 



My Dear Sir> 

I FEEL a peculiar propriety in dedi- 
cating this little work to you, and, 
unworthy as it is in itself of the ho- 
nor of being sent into the world under 
the sanction of a name like yours, I 
trust that you will not refuse to ac- 
cept it as a proof of the esteem and 
respect of the author. I have two 
particular reasons for being anxious it 
should thus appear: the one, because 
it is. right that the earliest efforts of 
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my pen should be inscribed to him, 
who, by proposing and facilitating my 
2hur to Iceland, first gave that pen the 
opportunity of being employed; the 
other, because it is chiefiy in obedience 
to your advice that I now lay before 
the public what was originally written 
for the perusal only of my personal 
friends. These friends have, indeed, | 

done me the kindness to receive this 
book in a manner the most gratifying 
to me; but the partiality of friends 
is proverbial, and in the public I must 
expect to meet with less favorable 
judges: the apprehension, therefore, 
which I cannot but feel of their cri- 
ticism at my first appearance before 
them, makes me desirous to shield my- ' 

self under the authority of a man, to 
whose judgment they are accustomed j 

to pay the same deference that I do. 
As a farther reason for the change of 
my intention, I must be allowed to al- ■ 

ledge the circumstance, that I found my 
own withholding this book would no€ 
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prevent its actual publication ; different 
parts of it having already appeared in 
periodical works, which have announc- 
ed their intention of continuing similar 
extracts; and I consequently consi- 
dered it more respectful to the public, 
if not due to myself, that, such as it 
is, they should have the opportunity 
of perusing it entire, instead of having 
it forced upon their attention in gar- 
bled extracts. 

I have the honor to be. 
My Dear Sir, 
Tour obliged friend, 

and very humble Servant, 

W. J. HOOKER. 

London^ 
iOthAvQUiX, 1811. 



PREFACE. 



Ihe interesting Letters on Iceland, pub- 
lished by the Archbishop Von Troil, had in- 
spired me at an early age with an ardent desire 
to visit that most singular country^ to see its 
▼oleanic mountains and its boiling springs^ 
unequalled by any in the known world. The 
small degree of intercourse, however, that 
existed between England aild so obscure a 
part of the globe, and, what appeared a still 
greater impediment, the unfriendly di^po-* 
sition exhibited by the Danish government 
towards our nation, scarcely allowed even an 
hope to be entertained that an opportunity of 
gratifying such a wish would present itself, 
till, in the spring of the year 1 8O9, Sir Joseph 
Banks most unexpectedly proposed to me, 
as a compensation for my not haying it in 
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my power, during that season, to pot in 
execution a projected voyage to a tropical 
climate, that I should take my passage in a 
merchant-ship^ then expected to leave Eng- 
land in the space of three dftys, and spend 
mv summer in Iceland. To thisi I most rea- 
dily and thankfully acceded ; and, having 
made such preparations as the shortness of 
the notice would allow, I repaired to Graves- 
end and was on board the Margaret and 
Anne at the time appointed. 

The unfortunate accident, which hais de- 
prived qae of nearly the whole of the fruits 
of this excursion, and has obliged me t^ 
rely, in no small degree, upon my memory, 
needs not here to be detailed, it will find its 
place in the narrative of the voyage ; suffice 
it now to observe, that the only things res- 
cued from the flames were, a portion of my 
journal, containing little more than the oc- 
currences of the first four weeks of my stay 
on the island, and an Icelandic lady's wed- 
ding-dress, which was saved by the extraor- 
dinary exertions of the steward of the ship* 
Of i)^ rest of my manuscripts and coUee^ 
tipns, including plants, books^ drawings, Uii* 



tietttli^ itkd othetr siibjeQts of nahival hbtbiy^ 
nothing could be preserved. 

With the slender materiah that temained 
to me^ I should not have ventured tipoti 
comtnifting the following Reeollectionf to 
pap6r^ ei^eii at they were originally in- 
tended^ merdy for the perusal of ^ome of 
my IViends^ but at tbe solicitation of the 
most valued of those friends. It is to Mr. 
Dawson Turner^ of Yarmouth, that these 
sheets owe their existence. 

To Sir Joseph Bieinks, besides being ho^ 
liored' with his counsel and assistance prepa^ 
tatory tb the undertaking of the voyage, I 
am indebted for the truly hospitable enter* 
tainment that I ^perienced from the inha- 
bitants of Iceland, who felt, I am sure, a 
real pleasure and satisfaction in having it in 
their power to offer their services and to pay 
every possible attention to a stranger, visiting 
thfeir country with an introduction from their 
greiat and generous benefactor. Not, how- 
e^er, satisfied with this, on my return to 
England, no sooner did Sir Joseph learn 
^hat I was preparing my Recollecthns of 
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Iceland for the press^ than he most liberally, 
offered me the use of his own manuscript 
journal, and various other papers and docu- 
ments relative to the island, together with 
the magnificent drawings of the scenery, 
dresses of the inhabitants, &c., which were 
made by the artists who attended him on his 
voyage thither, in 1772. From the former 
of these valuable collections I have extracted 
such parts as were not noticed by Von Troil ; 
and, from reduced copies of a few of the 
latter, have been made the engravings that 
accompany these volumes. These are, indeed, 
upon too small a sc^le to give ^n adequate 
idea of the originals, which would do honor 
to a large and copious history of Iceland ; 
but parvum parva decent, and they are well 
suited both to the size and pretensions of 
the book they are designed to illustrate. 

The reception which I met with from the 
merchants and owners of the vessel in which 
I sailed, Messrs. Phelps, Troward, and Brace- 
bridge, and the assistance which I derived 
from them, demand my most sincere thanks; 
the readiness with which the former of these 
gentlemen, in particular, whose society I 
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enjoyed during the voyage, entered into all 
my views, and^the willingness with which 
he supplied me with every thing that could 
afford me accommodation, or might further 
the object of my pursuits, have left a lasting 
impression of gratitude upon my mind. 

Neither can I suffer to pass in silence the 
civility of Sir George Mackenzie, in col- 
Jecting plants for me in his late excursion to 
Iceland ; nor the attention shown me by 
Doctor Wright, of Edinburgh. Though a 
stranger to the latter gentleman, till my 
arrival in Scotland on my return from Ice- 
land, he nevertheless participated feelingly 
in my misfortunes, and begged me to make 
any use I pleased of the various subjects of 
natural history in his possession, which had 
been collected in Iceland by his nephew, the 
late Mr. Wright, an amiable young man, 
who accompanied Sir John Stanley on his 
voyage to that country. 

« 

No apology, I trust, will be considered 
necessary for prefacing my journal with a 
alight and very cursory sketch of Icelandic 
history, or with the details that follow^^ex- 
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fhwtory of the various offices^ as wiell civil 
as ecclesiastical. An introduction^ compris-;' 
ing these^ and hints on a few other most 
remarkable objects in the island^ appeared 
to me to be necessary^ not only for the proper 
understanding of much of my narrative, but 
to prevent these volumes from being to such 
9, degree incomplete as would have rendered 
them almost useless. 
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Iceland, one of the most considerable of 
the European isles^ is situated in the northern 
part of the Atlantic Ocean ; and^ Record- 
ing to the most authentic obsenrations that 
ha^e been made, between the sixty-third 
and sixty-seventh degrees of north latitude, 
and the sixteenth and twenty-fifth degrees of 
longitude, west of Greenwich*. 

* The arble French navigator, M. de Verdun, de 
la Crenne, whilst speaking of the maps of Iceland in 
his Foyitge en ^verses Parties de V Europe de VAfrique 
ei de tfJlwierique, takes the opportunity of remarking 
'^ qu*. elles different tant entr- elles, et d*aillears elles 
a^aceordent si peu avee k resultat de nos observations, 
par rapport k la ptartie^ que nous avons parcourue, 
4p* il ne nous est pas possible de pr^sumer qu* dies 
representent plus fid^lement les parties que nourf 
n'avons pu reconfi^itre/'^—Arngrim Jonas, likewise^ 
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VIII INTROPUCTION. 

whether or not this island was the Thule 
of any of the ancient writers, who have 
spoken of a country by that name, is a ques- 
tion which has been often discussed, and by 

in his Brevit Cammeni(^rius de hlandid, after havings 
with great {laine^ collected many of the \'ariourb]pr« 
nions that existed, in his time^ respecting the situa^ 
tion of Iceland, observes, to use the words of his 
translator, *' There be others, also, who either in their 
maps or writings have noted the situation of Iceland j 
notwithstanding it is to no purpose to set down any 
more of their opinions, because the more you have the 
more contrary shall you find them/* M. de Verdun 
took a very accurate observation in the middle of the 
|¥estmann*s Isles^ which lie very Aear to, and corre-* 
spond with, the southern point of the main land, and 
the position given was 63^ 20' 30'^ of north latitude^ 
and 22^ 47' 50" longitude, west of Paris. From an- 
other observation made by the same officer at Cap 
Nord, the most northern point of the island, its situa- 
tion was ascertained to be in 66*^ 44^ north longi- 
tude, and 25^ 4^ latitude, west of Paris. — ^With regard 
to the maps which accompany Jhe present publica- 
tion, Mr. Arrowsmith has, with great care and assi- 
duity, collected information from the best authorities, 
in order to render them the most correct of any that 
have yet appeared ; and he has. not only made ample 
use of the volumes of M. Verdun, but also of manu- 
script maps and charts which have been constructed 
by Danish officers, who have been employed in Iceland 
9i the exp^nce of bis Danish Majesty. 
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none perhaps more ahly than by Aragrim 
Jonas^TTbJbis 2^rac/a^««Lrfr^ but it 

nevertheless remains undecided. St'iff-^wore 
to be doubted are the accounts that h^ve 
been handed down to us, princinaA,\y by 
Geoffrey, of Monmouth, of th'e subjuga- 
tion* of the island^ by King Arthur, and of 
the subsequent arrival in England of a 
King^ of Iceland to do homage to that 
prince. Were these particulars substan- 
tiated, the relation of the discovery and colo- 

' Anno Christi 517) Arthuras« secundo regni 
ai anno> subjugatis totius Hiberms partibus^ classem * 
8uam direxit in Islandiam, eamque, debellato populo> 
subjugaFit/*—- Ga//rid. Monumet, Hist. Briton, lib, 9. 
c. 10. 

t " Miasis deiode in diversa regna legatis, invitan-^ 
tur tkm ex Galiiis^ qukm ex collateralibus autem in- 
8Ulisoceani> qui ad curiam venire deberent ^ ex colla- 
teralibus auteiii> insulis^ Guillaumuriui rex Hiberniae^ 
Maluasim rex hlandut, Doldavius rex Gotlandiee^ Gun- 
nasius rex Orcadam^ Lot rex Norvegiae^ Aschiliuis rex 
Danorum.*' -— Galfrid. Monum. lib, 9. c. 19. — It is 
further tnentioned^ in the nineteenth chapter of the 
ninth book of the same author> that Prince Arthur 
had six score thousand soldiers sent him from these 
six countries ! 
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nL^Ation of Icelaqd, a? given by tb^. ipost 
respectabk bistojckins of the cQuntFfV- tnnht 
be h^iAAr^s^f^ as a fable. 

Fallowing, theretore, the native writers of 
Iceland^ it^i earliest discoverer upon record 
was a famous pirate W the name of Naddoc) 
9 Norwegian by birth, who, i© the year 801, 
was driven thither by a tempest, while on ^ 
voyage from hi^ native country to the Ferroe 
Islands; and, on accouiit of the vast quantity 
of snow, with which he observed the moun* 
tuins \^ be covered, named \t Snoeland. Not 
l^larmf d, however, by this chilling prospect, 
«uch was the account of the country he gave 
on his return home, that others were induced 
to go in search of it. The first of these, 
Gard^ Suaversen, a n^ive of Sweden, set 
sail in the year 864, and, after approaching 
the eastern coast, proceeded round the island 
to a harbor in the north, wh^re he cam^ 
to an anchor, and passed the winter at a 
place which has since borne the appellation 
of Skialfiord : in order to immortalize him^ 
self for this bold exploit, he altered the nam^ 
of the island to GardarshoUne. The next 
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^dvex^turer was Floco; who, a& t^he xspDif^EM 
was not yet cliscoveredji to remedy this defi- 
ciency^ took in his vessel $oaie raven;, the 
sacred bird of the north ; one of whicbi, s^ 
the tipe when he supposed he was drawiqg 
towards the termination of hii^ YQiy^^ hf^ 
suffered to escape, hoping, by \U coiii;^^^ tq 
be more surely directed towards the coq^try 
of which he was in search ; the bird, how- 
ever, tumpd his 4ight towards H^^l^ind'^ th^ 
poFt whencfs they h^d set out, ^^^ sa* 
tisfied Flqco that bp: was still at a L^s dis-^ 

« 

tance froi^ Norway t^an fr^i^En G^rdarsholmef 
Pui^uing his voyage, thareforej for some 
time longer, he at length liberated i^nothes 
raven, who, finding *^ no rest for. the sole of 
his feet,'^ returned, and took refqge in the 
vessel. |n a few days a third raven ^a9 suf<^ 
f(9fie4 to leave the sljiip, and this, more for-f 
tiinate, pursued its course towards the Ip^g^ 
ex{^cted shore. Plooo, in like manner M 
his; predecessors had done, first touphjE^d at 
tl^ eastern coast, whence, steering his course 
rotund the southern part qf the island, he 
entered the great gi)lf (now called Faxa^ 
fiord) between the two promQntories that 
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have since been distinguished by the names 
of Snoefel-nes and Reikanes ; but, afterwards, 
proceeding northward, he harbored for the 
jvinter at Watnsfiordur, in the gulf of Breid- 
afiord. So great was the quantity of ice 
which, m the spring of the following year, 
entered the harbor, that Floco was tempted, 
in consequence of it, once more to change 
the name of the island, and give it that 
which it has ever since retained. He^passed 
another winter in the southern part of th^ 
country previously to his return to Norway, 
where, on account of the use he had made 
of the ravens, he obtained the appellation 
of Rafnafloke. 

Induced by the relation given by Floco 
of the condition of the new country. Ingulf, 
a Norwegian,, of noble birth and great opu- 
lence, having fallen under the displeasure 
of the tyrant, Harald Hafalgar, iconceived, 
together with his friend, Hiorleif, . the 
project of establishing themselves in 
Iceland : in pursiiance of this plan, thcf 
former sailed, in 870, for the purpose of 
exploring its shores ; but no settlement was 
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made till the year 874, when they both 
emigrated, accompanied by their lespective 
families and numerous followers. In com- 
pliance with a custom among the Norwe- 
gians, that was sanctioned by the religioii of 
those days, Ingulf, on his approach to the 
coast, cast the door-posts of the house which 
he had left into the sea, that wheresoever 
they were thrown on shore he might establish 
his infant colony ; but, being himself driven 
in a different direction from them, be was 
reduced to the necessity of landing on a 
promontory, which to this day bears the name 
of IngulfshoMe, in the south-eastern part of 
the island ; and it was not till after a period 
of three years that the posts were found on 
the shore of the bay where Reikevig now 
stands, to which spot Ingulf, with his jFa*t 
mlly, immediately repaired, and built thejr 
habitation. Hiorleif, regardless of heathenish 
superstitions, fixed his abode at a p1ac6 
called Hiorleifshofde, and employed him- 
self and his attendants in the cultivation of 
the soil. A termination was soon put to his 
improvement and his life by some Irish 
servants, whom he had brought with him 
from Norway, and who afterwards fled to 
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I 

Ihe sckrcely accessible rocks of the West- 
mann's Isles, where Ingulf* pursued and 
lltew them. 

Iceknd is said to have been so entirely 
overgrown with thick forests of birch, that 
whenever the siettlers had occasion to make 
excursions into the country, they were forced 

4 

* The spot where Ingulfs remains were interred is 
f)ointed out to this d&j, and is known by the name of 
Ingulfshaugur : '^ Ce tonabeau^ qui consiste en une 
grande butte^ peut ^tre vu distinctement du can- 
ton i il a deux cents toises de circonf<^rence^ et pa- 
rait comme un tertre nature! form^ de gravier^ de 
^enres^ et en partie de la roche m^me. II n*est point 
invraisemblable que cet Ingulf soit enterr^ ici> la 
raison qu* on en donne^ toute singuli^re qu' elle 'est^ 
ie confirmed Ingulf a ordonn6^ dit on^ qu* on le fit 
enterrer au somitiet de cette montagne, afin de pou- 
voir dans I'autre vie^ promener librement ses regards 
fiur une vaste ^tendue du pays qu' il avait conqtis -, 
.ce qui s'accorde fort bien avec les id^es supersti- 
tieuses des payens du mord. L*^v^ue Brynjulf Svend- 
sen^ qui aimait beaucoup les monumens antiques^ se 
transporta sur cette montagne^ accompagn^ d*un des 
meiHeurs pontes de I'islande, qui^ sur la demande de 
r^v6que^ composa sur le lieu un chant en honneur 
d*Ingulf 5 r^v^ue et sa soci^te y ^lev^rent en m^rae 
temps^ de leurs propres mains^ des pierres qu* ils y 
trouvbrent^ une pyramide^ k la m^moire dlngulf. 
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to dpen pftflsages with the axe. The coasts 
did not appear to have been at all timeii 
without inhahitantB, though there is* great 
reason to suppose that they were only eisual 
visitors; and^ from various little utensils whteh 
were found belonging to Christian worship, 
that they were of that religion; Are PVode 
ob^enrves^ in the Landnama Saga, that these 
people Were called, by the NbrWegiins, Pa- 
par ; in whom Sleem tb have originated the 
names of Papa-sound, in Nbr^ay, Papey> 
in Iceland, and Papay Strbnsay and I^apay 
Westray, in the Orkney Isles. The eastern 
cdasts bf the island were the most fh&- 
quented by the Papar*, \irho afe by manjr 
supposed to have been Irish prie^ts^ i^htt 
labored to convey the btefesings 6f Ghris- 
tianity among many bf the northern natiohs. 

So great was the nilmber bf Norwegian* 
who now followed Ingulf, in order to escape 

* The word Papa, or Pope^ has not alwa^ he^n 
applied to the head of the Romish ehurcb^ but was hi 
ancient times given to all bishops i and it is onl)f 
since Gregory vit. that it has been appropriated to 
th^ bishop of Rome. -* See J0nin*0 Ecekiiasikal JBU^ 
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the yoke of an oppressor at hoine^ that, in 
the course of sixty years, the whole of the 
coasts, and most of th^ habitable parts, 
are said to have been occupied by the new 
settlers. 

As the population increased, the necessity of 
having a regular form of government became 
apparent ; and, accordingly, about the year 
928,^ a constitution was established, which 
continued in full vigor for more than three 
hundred and thirty years. This early state of 
the republic was evidently an aristocracy. The 
island was divided into four quarters, to 
which were given the names of the cardinal 
points of the compass.; these also into three 
(with the exception of the northern quarter, 
where, on account of its ej^tent, there were 
four) lesser divisions, or prefectures, which 
were called Pyng ; and these again were sub- 
divided into ten or more districts, called 
Hreppars. In each of them a number of 
inhabitants, not less than twenty, pos« 
sessed of a certain portion of landed pro- 
perty*, constituted an assembly. Out of 
»■ 

* Those who were to be admitted into this BseewMf 
were chosen at a meeting of all the members 1 it was 
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this body, five were chosen, who were the 
most celebrated, in the first instance, for 
their wisdom and integrity, and, in the 
next, for their wealth and possessions (lest 
they should be exposed to contempt or cor- 
ruption) and appointed judges, or Hrepps- 
stiorars, who were privileged to convoke the 
assemblies, to pass sentence, and to punish 
crimes in their respective courts. It was their 
office, moreover, to attend to the wants of 
the poor, and to prevent, as much as lay in 
their power, the lower class of people"* from 

particularly their interest to exclude all such as were 
likely to be reduced in circumstances -, for, in that 
case> the person and his family were maintained at 
the expence.of the assembly. It was^ moreover j en- 
acted by law, that, when any of the members of the 
Hreppar were sufiering under the loss of houses or 
buildings, by fire or any other accident, or of cattlei 
by disease, an estimate of the damage should be made 
within fourteen days and the fall amount be paid to 
the ftufierer, either out of public funds, establbhed 
for the purpose, or by a collection made at the house 
of every individual, each member paying according^ to 
his substance. 

* Every pauper was to be admitted into the family 
of his nearest relative, if he had any, otherwise he was 
to reside in his own Hreppar, and be supported 
fjitirely at the public expence. 

C 
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becoming burthensome to thie nation. I& 
this infant state of the community it was 
looked, upon as most disgraceful to become 
a beggar through idleness. Arngrim Jonaa 
remarks^ that it was an apostolic prjecept, 
that he who would not labor should aot be 
silfiered to beg, and that consequently se-» 
vere punishments * were inflicted on persons 
so offending, and heavy fines imposed up(>a 
those who were detected of harboring syad 
encouraging this class of people. 

The Hreppsstiorars^ as has been just stated, 
had authority to convoke assemblies of the 
people; and these assemblies may be con- 
sidered of two kinds., the fixed or ordinary, 
and the extraordinary^ or such as were called 
on special occcasions. It appears that, at 
both of them, each member carried with him 
some emblem or sign, which^ since the intro- 
duction of Christianity, was a sqfiall wooden 
cross, and tb^ omission of it was considered 

* Of such a description^ is the following: '^Item 
altera l^x de ejusmodi mendicis impun^ castraodis^ 
etiamsi cum eorundem nece conjunctum foret> ne 
videlicet ostiatioi viyendo liberof gj^erent s^iiile9 
parentibus, qui postmodum' oneri essent ReipubliC3s,« 
hlandi Tractatus. p. 437* 
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as a crime which merited punishment. Here 
were held consultations upba public afiairs> 
and here accused persons were brought for 
trial and to- receive punishment. If the 
complaint was of a private nature, the ac- 
eitser himself summoned the defendant; 
or, if he was ui^ble or unwilling to do it^ 
mie of the Hreppsstiorars undertook the office 
for him* It was his duty, likewise, to bring 
forward all public acts of injustice, but^ 
should, he be negligent in the exercise of 
bis functions, he was subject to be called to 
an account by the other members of the 

Hreppar, and mulcted in a pecuniaiy fine. 

ft 

. Eacli quarter of the island, as has been 
already stated, contained three (except the 
northern, which had four) lesser divisions 
or praefectures. These were under the super-^ 
intendence of magistrates of much greater 
rank and dignity than the Hreppsstiorars, 
and may be looked upon as the Praefects * of 

^ These were the nobles of the land: ''£os Op- 
timates hoc loco appellamus^ et statoin Reipublicae^ 
horum inspectione gubernatum^ AiistocratiaQi. " 
Amgrim Jonas IHandi Tract 
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the district in which they reisided. * Their 
influence extended to matters relating to 
ecclesiastical as well as to civil affiiirs. They 
were the priests in the sacred places, aiid 
judges in business relating to the law; 
although it must be observed, that the in- 
terpretation of the law belonged, in a more 
particular manner, to a person of still higher 
authority, hereafter to be noticed. The 
Praefects were, in the Icelandic, denomi- 
nated Godar or Hoffgodar (from jHo^a 
temple), and their office was called Godord. 
In order to give the greater dignity to their 
meetings, they were convened in the sacred 
places, and, in like manner as the Repps- 
tiorars, may be looked upon as of two kinds, 
the ordinary or annual, and the extraor- 
dinary, or those that were appointed only hi 
eases of emergency. Bach of them was distin- 
guished by some sign or emblem. As the 
head of the church, within his own praefec- 
ture, was part of the office of this magistrate 
to appoint the sacrifices and ceremonies that 
were to be performed in the temples ; to 
collect the tribute-money for the expences 
attending religious worship and keeping 
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the sacred buildings in repair; as. well as 
to impose fines ** on those who were found 
guilty of profaning the temples or speaking 
irreverently of the gods. 

When any affair occurred of great im- 
portance, or such as qoncerned the whole 
province, the three Praefects of such province 
assembled, and formed the Fiordnugathyng, 
or States of the Quarter. ITiese were as 
often convoked as any danger threatening 
the whole province seemed to require, or the 
quarrels among the different communities of 
tile prefectures rendered necessary. 

Superior, however, to all the magistrates 
that have now beeen described, was the 
Logmann, or Logsugmann, who was. elected, 
by the choice of the people, sovereign 
Judge of the whole Island. -He was, as his 
title implies, th^ expounder of the law. He 

* In Iceland and Norway all crimes were rated 
at a certain number of marks. The mark was 
divided into eight parts, each of which was equivalent 
to six ells of wadmal; consequently one mark (^hich 
consisted of somewhat morv^ than an ounce of fine 
silver) was equal in value to forty-eight ells of this 
cloth. N 
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enacted new laws^ annulled or changed the 
old ones, and was charged with seeing them 
put in execution; and when written laws 
came into lise, the Logmann had them in his 
custody. This magistrate chiefly officiated 
in the great assembly or Althing, which he 
convoked annually, and which was attended 
by every member of the state and by every 
citizen of the island. Here the more weighty 
and important causes were brought forward ; 
and the provincial judges were induced to 
conduct themselves, in their respective juris- 
dictions, with the greater caution, lest their 
acts should be represented to this assembly 
and they thereby be subject to be con- 
demned and punished; for to this court lay 
an appeal from the - sentences pronounced 
in all the inferior courts. This great as- 
sembly of the states, which was always 
begun and ended with sacrifices, lasted 
fourteen days, beginning in the month of 
May; and was held, for some time, at 
Armanfel in the southern part of the 
island; but afterwards, at Thingevalle. llie 
Icelandic historians have with great Vsare 
preserved the names of those pefsons in 
the island, who have been elevated to the 
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*rank of Logmehn^ and^ by the list of than 
published by Arngram Jonas^ we leurn th^t 
there were in all thirty-eight. Among those 
roost deserving of notice, Rafnerus, the son 
of Cetellus Hatige, may be mentioned as 
the first who was constituted Logmann, in 
Iceland^ in the year 930; Thorgeirus Lios- 
wetningaBode^ during whose reign* pagan- 
ism wail abolished, in 1000; Bergthorus^ who 
established the canon law ; Snorro Sturleson , 
the famouis historian and poet, who was . 
chosen in 1215; and Cetillus or Catullus, the 
last of the; Logmenn, who maintained his 
authority from 1269 ^^ 1262, at which time, 
having long withstood the threats and so- 
licitations of Haco, king of Norw^,- it was 
agreed by the Icelanders, in a national 
assembly, th&t they should do homage to 
that prince; and they accordingly became 
the subjects of Norway, after hnving main- 
tained their independence for upwards of 
three hundred and thirty years. Although a 
Norwegian governor was appointed to reside 

in the island, it does not appear thafthe in- 

. ■ ♦ » 

ternai constitution, or the laws, underweat 
any material change. The people continued 
faithful ia their allegiance to their, new 
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masters^ and became^ with them^ subserrient 
to the crown of Denmark^ in the year 1387« 

The code of laws^ called the Jonsbok, was 
received in Iceland in 1280; but this seems 
to have been principally founded on the 
more ancient laws of the island. It under- 
went much alteration when the Danes had 
possession of the, country^ till, at length, most 
matters were decided by the law of Den* 
mark, and continue to be so to this day, 
with some few exceptions . and alterations^ 
adapted to local circumstances. 

The Danes have entrusted the govern- 
ment"* of the island to a person who is 
styled Stiftsamptman, that is, the supreme 
governor of a province or stiftsampt. The 
stiftsampt of Iceland is divided into four 
•ampts, each of which was formerly under 

* For the account of the present state of the civil 
as well as ecclesiastical establishments contained in 
this Introduction^ as well as for that of the state of 
commerce of the island^ I am greatly indebted to 
Mr. Jorgensen^ who> from the late situation he held 
in Iceland^ has been no less able than willing to 
fiirnish m^e with much useful infonnation* 
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the • care of an Amptman^ who is a sort of 
deputy governor and the second inagistrate 
in the island; but at this time there are but 
two of these ; the southern ampt having been 
put under the immediate cognizance of the 
Stiftsamptman^ and the eastern one united 
with the northern. 

' The ampts are agaiii divided into about 
twenty syssels^ and these into repps. To each 
syssel is prefixed a Sysselman^ whose office 
it is to collect the royal revenues^ either ia 
kind or money^ according to the regulation 
of each particular district. They all receive 
their salaries out of the taxes, excepting 
only one or two^ who are paid an annual sum 
by the Landfogued. 

A repp is superintended by a person called 
Reppstiorar^ who is subordinate to the Syssel- 
man^ as the latter is to the Amptman^ and 
whose duty, besides that of seeing to the 
peace and good order of the community^ is 
id a particular manner directed to the care 
and maintenance of the poor. A Repps-> 
tiorar's emolumernts are excessively small, 
and his office a wy inferior one. 
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Die Landfbgaed of Iceland is the treasurer 
'4>f tb^ island, and to that office the one of 
By^bgued is generally annexed, which is 
the Boaster of the police in the town of 
Reikevig. 

The court of criminal and civil judicature 
consists of a judge 'N' and two assessors (or 
inferior judges) with a secretaty. AH sen- 
itences must be signed by the Stiftsamptman, 
and an appeal lies from this court to the 
supreme court of judicature Itt Copenhagen^. 
Iceland know;s of no trials by juiy; for the 
judge and assessors act both as jurors and 
judges. Besides this superior court or althing, 

* The present chief judge or justtdarius is the 
learned Mr. Stephensen^ whose name so often occurs 
in the course of the Journal. He is generally called 
by his Danish title of Etatsroed (Counsellor of 
State). 

t Of late yeard> in consequence of the difficulty of 
communication between the parent country and Ice- 
land, supreme power and authority in the courts. of 
judicature have, been given to the governor, in con- 
junction with the chief judge and assessors. This, 
however, is understood to be only a temporary ar- 
rangement. 
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which has its sittings six times in the year at 
Reikevig (whither it has been removed 
only within these- few years from Thinge- 
valle), there are annual pro vinciaV courts held 
in the different syssels, and extraordinary 
ones are occasionally appointed by the 
Amptmen. 

The punishments for capital ofieiices are 

at present the same as those in Denmark^ 

and the criminal is not hanged but be* 

headed. It is a fact^ however^ that of late 

years^ no Icelander has been found who 

would undertake the office of executioner^ 

so that it has been necessary for the very 

few who have been sentenced to suflfer deaths 

to be conveyed to Norway, there to receive 

the punishment due to their crimes. The 

common mode of punishing ofiences of a 

^less heitious kind^ is either whipping, or 

close confinement and hard labor in the 

tughthuus, or house of correction, for certain 

years, or for life. 

Of the revenues accruing to the parent 
state, I am not capable of speaking with 
any degree of certainty. • ^^ Some of them 
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arise from taxes on property, founded upon 
an estimate which is annually made, under 
the superintendance of the Reppstiorars of 
the several individuals in each parish. This 
estimate is conducted in a somewhat singular 
way ; its basis being a very ancient r^ula- 
tion of property, according to the number of 
ells of wadmal, the cloth of native manu- 
facture, which each individual possessed, or 
was enabled to manufacture in the course of 
the year. The term hundred^ which was 
formerly a division derived from the number 
of ells, is now applied to other descriptions of 
property. An Icelander is reckoned possessor 
of an hundred, when he has two horses, a 
cow, a certain number of sheep and lambs, 
a fishing-boat, furnished with nets an4 lines, 
and forty rix-dollars in specie; and it is by 
this ratio that the amount of all possessions 
is ascertained, and the tributes levied upon 
them. One of the tributes, called the 
Tutnd!sj requires from every person, pos- 
sessing more than five hundreds, the annual 
payment of twelve fish, or an equivalent 
amounting to twenty-seven skillings, or 
somewhat more than a shilling of English 
money. This tax incrieases in an uniform 
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Talio with the increase of property ; and its 
produce is allotted in equal portions to the 
public revenue, to the priests^ to the churches, 
and to the maintenance of the poor» Another 
tribute, called the Skattur, consisted, in 
former times, of twenty ells of wadnial, but 
is now commuted to money, at the rate of 
four skitlings and an half per ell. It is paid 
to the public revenue by the owners of 
&rms, and by all, whose property, estimated 
in hundreds, exceeds the number of indi- 
viduals composing their families* A third 
tax, balled the Olqf-tallur, is paid either in 
fish or money; likewise in proportion to 
the property of each individual*." Besides, 
however, what arises from the taxes imposed 
upon the inhabitants, the king receives a 
certain sum for the rental of such farms as 
are his private property. ' Land in Iceland 
comes nndler three divisions: such as belongs 
* to the kingi to the church, and to the 
peasants themselves. It would be interest- 
ing to ascertain, were it possible, the present 
proportion of each, but to do thjs with any 
kind of accuracy is impracticable, from the 

* Dr. Holland, in Sir G. Macken^s Travdlf im^ 
heland, p. 3S3. 
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various changes that have taken place. The 
Icelandic Villarium is here our only guide^ 
and from this is extracted the following 
statement, in applying which to the present 
time, it must be observed^ that, from sub- 
sequent sales, the quantity of farms in the 
possession of the occupiers has been ma* 
terially increased, and the regal and eccksi- 
astical estates proportionably diminished. 

No. of Farms. 

To the King 718 

To the fiishop^s see of Skalholt d04 

To the Bishop*8 see at Holum . 345 

Church Glebe 640 

Glebe of Clergy \ • 140 

Glebe of superannuated Clergy • • 45 

For maintaming the Poor .... 16 

For maintuning the Hospitals. . 4 

To Farmers 1847 

Total number of Farms . . 4059 



The exact expenditure of the island, 
Kf hich^ in «the present state of afFairs, con- 
siderably exceeds the amount of the rew- 
nues, is more easily ascertained; but, pre- 
viously to mentioning the particulars of it. 



it will be necessary to give some. little 
account of the persons holding offices^ who 
have not yet been noticed^ but who^ expenceft 
are defrayed by governments or, what is the 
same things paid from, fuqds established for 
the purpose, which are under the superit^ 
tendence of goverment. The salaries of the 
difierent masters of the sms^U schpol 9A 
Be^estedr, the only one in the island maiui 
tained at the pubUc expence^ together with 
the allowance, for the support of the boys, 
amount to three thousand two hundred and 
fifty-rthree rix-dollars. 

It is greatly 4;o be lamented that there am 
no hospitals, throughout Io^l$ind of aay sortf^ 
that which formerly exiisted ,at Guyemssf 
having been dissolved> from being considered 
too burthensome an. institution^ and the.poor 
wretches sent to their r^sp^etiye hom^> 
where those deemed incurable are. allowed 
a small pittance for their maintenance, which 
does not altogether exceed the sum of sixtyr 
four rix-dollars per annunp. There is con*- 
sequently no place of reception for the sick> 
and, what aggravates the evil is, that there ar? 
but si^c Diedical men in the Mf hole i^land^ anfi 
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these necessarily resident at such a distance 
from the greater number of the inhabitants^ 
that they are comparatively of little service: 
theii* salaries are besides extremely small. 
An apothecary is contimissioned to dis- 
tribute gratis a certain quantity of medicine 
annually^ for which^ independent of his pay^ 
he is allowed three hundred and fifty rix- 
doUars. To judge from all this, it might be 
concluded that Iceland is singularly salu* 
brious, but, on the contrary, in no country 
is medicat attendance more necessary than 
here, where the greater part of the in- 
habitants are afflicted with the most inve- 
terate cutaneous complaints, for which their 
extreme ignorance and the want of medicines 
render them incapable of applying either re- 
medy or palliative. The sick and the lame 
are seen crawling about in almost every part 
of the island, presenting the most pitiable 
objects of distress and misery. Nor is more 
care taken of the females, or of providing 
for the safety of the coming generation ; as, 
though twenty midwives are provided by 
government, they are grossly ignorant, and 
the pains taken to remove their ignorance 
are so applied as to be almost wholly 



Hl^toi^. One ib 8(ent At>M Go|»«ntAgi^ii fyt 
tht putfMt of giving th« ji«ce«RMk^jf i^ 
Mructbn^ to Ih^ rest ; bdt h^r ^ktary of 6iit 
htihdl^ dollut^ p^fHtttltitti is tbb Idkiftll tt> 
enable hw td ttke longjoUfnied> ot W do aay 
«fl^etdftl gbOd; Thti d^^r tiintte^ti fedeiVIs 

altogeth^ ttily d^e htttidMd fit4dllfti*9 p^ 

« V *■ 

> ■ K t ^ • 

I mttHI ndt dttttt, tik tbe ilthall list 6f tisbhll 
-dffitel^ ift the pay of government, to meritidn 
two Danish lieutenants, who are engaged with 
tei^fctaWe ikHrxei iti the smrVey of the whol« 
inlattd; lind, to judge fitrfti one or two specl- 
inras of thdk* platii^ that hav^ c^oih^ uiidet r»y 
dbierfdtidn, ftr€y ^t(B Well cajp^ble df utid^i*- 
taking this iiApofUtit tai^k. 

The annual expence^ of leelatid, which ife 
ptAd by govertitnerit fr6m Various fuiftds esti- 
'blished in< Co|3renhageh, will be at once seen 
by the fdlto^ng accounts. It will be, :ht)W- 
4ever, nec^safy to observe, (Hat'2^ percent. 
{a deducted by goVe^tnent iVotn all sakries 
j^id to ofecers and others, unless the con- 
trary is permitted by express order. What 
is called extra deduction in the acscotsfnts. 
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seems to be a kind of impositiMi . practical 
on smne particular pearsons, since it is not 
exacted from all alike. Another deduction 
is also made for rank'tax, unless the ofBoers 
are exempted ftom it by special permissioui; 
and such is the case tbroughout the whofe 
of »his Danish Majesty's dominions : all aije 
obliged to pay a tax in proportion to the 
rank they maintain; whether this rank is 
obtained by the employments they hold 
in the state^ or wh^er it is a mere titlt. 

The curr^it money* of the couMry is 
chiefly Danish bank<^notes of ninety*six 
skillings value each. One skilling is efual 
to a halfpenny English^ sixteen skillings 
constitute one mark Danish, and six marka 
Danish one rix-doUar. These bank-noles 
are, however, distinguished from those cur- 
rent in Denmark, by having a few Ice- 
landic words printed on the back, specifying 
their value. The only specie to be ip^t 
with consists of these skillings, penny, jtwq- 
penny, and fourpenny pieces of an adoU 
terated silver : all other silvei^ and gold coin, 
which used to be seen in abundance, is now 
aloK^ unsown. 






*A rix^ollrt*^ as just observiisd^ fthoold be 
eqiiai to four shillings Edglisfa; and such 
WM the case^ or viery lieatly so^ before the 
breaking oat of the war between the two 
coiititries; bot« at present, on account of the 
low course of exchange, it is not more than 
equal to one*third of that value. It will ibe 
seen that the legulair expenditure of the island 
is nearly twenty thousand rix-dollars or. 
^4,000 sterling; ^tlier. occasional expenees^' 
howevefy nqake jt amount to nearly ^6 fibO^ 
that is, thirty thousand rix-doliars. These 
extra expences ate supplied by the Ring of 
Deamtrk in 'bank^notesi whicS) he annuiUy 
remits to the island. 

Accmnt tf -Sahiries and Pensitms peM yearfy 
mlteldnd ly tke'Landfogued^ Frydensberg^ 

SALARIES. 

Fnm ike Jordebo^^'s tOae 

Rdr. Sk. Rd«. Sk.. 

The StiftsaiBptmaQ's regular pay .. .. ISOO 6 
Deduistloa ...;..i,.;;i 28 ^ 
Ranfe-ifeaz ckdaoted . . ,«. . . 70 . .0 $^^ ,. Q 
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«/ 



I iioa . 

Augmentation of pay. . ^ . . . . . . . 300 O 

ToCalsabiy with dedactions and additionial pliy ' 1^ O 



-»* 



'■^I f ''■ .'• / ..•• ■ .*£: 'Sterwitftr. Sk. 

The!Afiy>ti|^an ov^r tke Western Ampt. 

Kegplarpay* .^.. ./.... .. 1000 O 

Deduction.! ..* S3 32 

Rank-tax deducted 40 ' eH "Si ' ' ' 

T<M;aI ftUttli ...*«. . 8M 64 

The^inptmaii over the Northern and 
£astern Ampt (independent of th^ 
revenue of Modre valle Ciolster, Y ^^'* * '' 
v^hich is paid not in money biit in 
IfhtA)* Rie^alar pay • v . . . .'• % . .: 
DtikGction of S§ per cent« and-| . - , ,^, 

^ rank^tax ,.*.< J 

Tota^sum * * ' '6^5* 



/ , ' •' 



« . » 



TfatCbiefiliid^. R^)ar pay . , . . • . 999 ^O 

Deduction of 2i per cent, and rank^ax 4^ ,0 



855 O 
Aiqgmeiitetioa of pay"^ . .V . «, . « •>> .' ^^dO «. .^ - 

, ; . Total sum •.i.^ «. ,, • \ ^114^6 9 

First Assessor in the Hij^b Court of Judicature. 

Full pay ,..,.....•, 790 O 

Deduction . . . . 16 32 

Rank-tax deducted .... 15 O 31 32 

Total sum .l.i.i ^' e6B 64 

... ' . 

Second Ass^sor in the same court* 

Full pay 500 O 

' Deduction.... 11 64 

Rank-*ix dkjducted ..,. 16 O 27 >4 

• Tot8d stiih ...... 4}^ 33 
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Rdr. Sk. iadr. Sk. 
The Secretary to the same coui^,. : j ' /• , .vfn^ ijnor.H 

Fall pay .|/- ••♦tr •.•.•.•.•.•.•.•,•/.•.•• -^^^ • ^ '- ^'"' X-^ 

R^-lax deducted .... ^ p.. V 48 

Total sum 



The Landfog^ed .of Iceland and Bye- 
fogued of Reikevig. , 

As Lan4fogac4— ijull {¥11 • r.* • * ^ 60q .9 

As ByefQgwed— Ditto 300 

Deductifip fr^m the latter 7 



140 48 

' ■ . 1 



.1, 



O 




i) 



' >t 



To the Police Officers in Reikevig^ each 150 
without deductions / 



o 



To the SyB8e\ipan«^f Westmann's Is- 
]ands> without deductions 



} 



! '■• 



, j< i'. 



300 



/» 



To the Sysselman in Ki5se and Guld- 
bringue Sysselsj, i;vho is at the same 
time administnitor of the King's 
estate in the \atter sysseL-^rlfuU 

4 

pay. .without deduction ........ 

Augmentation of pay, which is li^ 



iU::^ 



.'.J 



S3 73 



} 



aeio 



Tot«l smn 
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First Surveyor of the Island. 

Fay and emoluments 8^5 

Sum allowed for travelling expences 350 

Total sum , 







• -^ .^ 
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Mr. Sk, Rdr* Sk« 
SBCODd Surveyor of the Island. 

Pay and einoluments •.,,.. /...,v. 930 -0 
Sum allowed for travetling; expences d50 O 

l^mn total ;.,;,, 1280 

» ■ • 

:• J . . 

mie Chief Physi^n and Sm|;eoii. 

Full pay ...i 600 O 

Deductioa 14 O 

Further extra deduction M 74 



mmm 



• i 



*W 
JUloWed in lieu of an assistant yeariy eo O 

Total sum .,..., 68$ 



( 



The Government Apothecsary, 
Full pay 50 O 

Aiiginentation ^f pay 80 



• 



130 
Peduction .'.t.,t,.,,..,...,, 3 4 

126 9!2 
Allowed far medicines ibr the poor 350 o 

Total snm ...... 476 92 

T0 the Midviife> Madam Ablanquist^ ^i 

withoutdeduetions.. .,,.,,.,.,. I . ^^ ^ 

To all the other Midwives oi^ tbe^ 

island, joinUy / *^ ^ 

The Suigeon {n the Southern Ampt' 
has no pay,, put if allowed year|y^to 
indem^Mfy him for lands to which f 12 

h^ i« entitled^ the sum of ,.... 
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Rdr. Sk« Rdr. Sk, 

The Surgeon of the first district in ^ 
the Western Ampt ...) « 774 

The Surgeon in the second district in -^ . 

the Western Anpt / * 

Allowed yearly to indemniiy him > on. 

L for laiids • . . .^ • • • , J 

Total sum 67 88| 

> r 

\ 

The Suigeon in the Northern Ampt • • 49 77| 

The Suigeon in the Eastern Ampt.... * 40 771 

Certain sums allowed yearly for the'\ 
augmentation and increase of poor y 3IS o 

ieleigymen*ssalaries.. •.••••«. ..J \ 



From the School Iknds, 

Hshop of Iceland — ^Re^ukrpay 1348 O 

Augmentation of pay, aU without^ ^qo O 

deductions J 

Total sum 1848 O 

Lectmer on Theology, Bessesledr School 60O O 

The Priest of the Church at ReikeTig 84 O 

Bedttction •..•.. 1 48 

Total sum ..--^ ^ ^ 

To the Stiftprovst, Dean of all Iceland 16 O 

To the Inspector, or Steward, of Bessestedr 
School, who undortdies to prbVide the 



Rdr. fSk. Rdr, Sic, 

scholars with necessaries sumI to ^fie 

them regularly distributed. 

Salary * . . . . 30 O 

Forfuel ...^ r 60 

80 

Deduction 0f 6 peif cent 4 77 

t 

75 19 
Keceives yearly as a ^ft 150 O 

825 19 
Deduction ....:. ^... 3 48 

221 67 
RceeHes annually^ fof 24 scholars^'N 

60 rix-dollars eaob^ for their M440 '* 

maintenance J 

Totsil 9uni . . . ^ . , 1661 6/ 

To two Teachers in the School of -^ * 

«... I 300 O $00 

Bessestedr^ f^ac^ pfr annum ,. ^. / • 



« • 



» w 



* « 



PENSIONS 



t • 



paid out of iAe J¥rdebog'8 Catscy or- from Fund9 nof men- 

Honed or properUf r0gHl€Ued. 



To the Sysselman in Vesterskaptar-it&K 
Syssel (as liquidated in i^^yenues v 
from Tykebag Cloister) ...,.,.. J 



¥ • 



ap Q 






, ,, . -«tj.. 



....-•.•. 



Rdr. Sk. Rdr. Sk. 

To the Sysselman in Ska^^Q^*s Sgm^; SQ Q 

BatoC in Ki6se Syssel 30 

Ditto in Barderstrand Syssel .... 60 O 

Ditto in Myre Syssel ........;. W . . SO 

DKtorliiNorder Mule Syssel ^. ......> A>' <^ i 

Total sum f^Vf^.- &• 

To Surgeon Backmann SO 

' . . " '* ' ■ ■ x 

Paid from the Skatkammer Cdsi^' (Treasury Chest J 
To the foiffism MSmm^mM, QIaf'> 



800 



Stepbensen J 

Deduction • . . . . 18 64 781 32 



1 » t 



To SjwMliBii»n Siflor^alMite WIdbw • . . • ' ' io *<y 



.': ..r 



« 1 ■ • 

Pai(2 ou^ of i^e !Po<^ CSdtfe. 

Allowed for' the augmentation or'\ 

amendment of the inconM^«f€kr» v; -.' 900 o'{ 

^gyinien's Widows ...*..,. ...*^. J - 

To John 01afsen*s Widow 40 O 

Tp Magnus Olafeen'a Widow ... SO 0^ 

To Snorre Bi5rnsen*a Widow ,. / SO b 

Td Silicon Petersen's Widow . . ... J 16 b 

To Landfogued Skulesen's Widow . . , , 26 O 

1^ Sysselman Snorresea> Widow .,.. iQ o 

Ditto Arnersen's ditto SO Q 

Dltto^Thomas8en*s ditto .•.•..•.... ; ; . ; - '" 23 0* 

Ditto Einersen's ditto ••.....•••.... 15 



» 
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Bar. 8k. 



To Btttor emeritiis Oudmun Pool* 



} ^ 



To Surgeon HaJgiin Backmann .... 90 O 

To Sainton Bryiyde Petencn MO 

To ^nccdajien's Widow 90 O 

Paid from the Bentekammet^t Poar^Box. 
To former Under-Asiiitant Jpa Olaen 529 O 

» 

Paid from the Daniih Wdr»Ha$pital Fkndi. 
To Invalid Jon Einersen .... .....: 19 O 



Patd from the leelaniie oid tiimarlmi Qmpanjf Amdf . 

To the former Under-Assialafit to the i .^ . ^ 

^ > 50 O 

Company , •...J 

Paid from ih€ former Guoenua Hoipital Bmdi. 

ToTlioikelGi8sar8en« BianieGiaraf*-*\ 
sen, and Gudrun Snotredatter^ all v 96 

inKiaseSyssel.... .......J 

To Gudmnn Thoiiaksen of Asum in 
Hunevald Syiael 

To Ingwald Einardatter in Atom Syiael. 6 O 

ToOddni Kehildsdatter in Dale Syssel CO 

To Qunbild Jonadatter in Guldbrin- 
gue Syasel ...'...'...... 

To Olav Jonien in Havnfiord $ O 



1 90 



1 6*0 
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Paid from the School FUndi^ 

Rdr. Sk« Edr. Slc« 

To former Corrector Paul Jacobaen . . 100 

Deduction 6 per cent . . . . « 6 O 

Total sum 94 O 

ToEinar Biarnesen in Amaee Syssel . . 5 

ToBishopStephen^Q*8Widow^atHolttm 190 O 

Deduction .;;..;• 2 77 

EiLtra deduction 3 38 6 19 

Total sum .... 114 77 

Former Rector Paul Hialmersen .... 150 O 
Deduction 2§ per cent and extra 1 $ 

deduction 1 ^ 

ToMmm...... 14fi 

To the poor^in theaervfoeof thelQug 
when he had the whole tradeoftlie ^ 2&f 

island 



t 



KoTB — The sum to these is often liquidated 
Qttt of the royal tazds iwl fwd }»f Ibe S^ 
selman of each district. 



Paid from the Fundi estahUthed to meet tkfi expences of 

the Poit. 

Former Po6tman> VigfGis Jonsen. «... • SO 

Fdrmer Postman, Sunner Ravsen ..., * 6 

Annual ezpences lattf nding the Post . » SOO O 



• s • * 



i ' .' . • * ' 



Total Jmount of ih^ y««rl^ E^ppwiiUureof the Island of 

Iceland, in Salaries and Pensions, as paid 

by the LoM^fofW^. 

Salark9 paid out of th^ .jQrdebog*0 Ga»ie,^ 
that is of the Funds established out of > 11169 7S 

« -^Ro^al or Episcopal fistatos in lodiudd* , J 

Salaries paid put joS the School Fuod44 tol ^^^ _ 

the Clergy and Teachers > J 

Pensions paid out of the Skatkamioer\ ^^ 

. Casse^ or Treasury J 

' ' ... '. 

Pensions paid out of the Post Casse 



Post Funds ^ 

Pensions paid out of the Rentekaminer8> on n 

or Chamber of Rents Poor-bq^ 



Pensions paid out of the.Danish War-Hos- . lo a 

pital Funds \ 



miners/ 1 

} 



^1 



Pensions paid out of the Icekndie orFia- . 

r 50 O 

markish Company's Funds ■ 



Pensions paid out of the former Guverpaal 
Hospital Funds . , , J 

Pensions paid out of the School Funds .... 64? 7T 

Pensions paid out of the Funds established^ 
to pay the expences of the Post in the ^ SOS 

Country' ,^ »...,..... ..J 

Total sum 18713 63 
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' HaViilg thu8| in a very cursory ipanner, 
noticed a few of the most important circun^ 
^ftances^ connected with the civil and political 
affiiirs of the country, I shall proceed to some 
brief remarks on the religious history of tiie 
ancient northern nations, and of Iceland ill 
particular; in doing which, I shall make 
ample use of the valuable information can-- 
taihed in the ^^ Northern Antiquities^ of 
M. Mallett. 

ft • • < 

The religion of the north, in its.gfeateA 

purity^ taught the existence of a mxpnMd 

God, '^the author*' according to tfab Idd- 

)an4ie Mythology, "of every thing ithat 

existeHi; the eternal, the ancient, tifae living 

and .awfiil being, the searcher into cdneealed 

ftfaings, the being that never changetk"; tx> 

-whom', ako, was attributed "a:.bouiidtels 

'kn«xw)edge and an incorruptible jditice^.-* 

'£fM9 'liitn .sprung (as it were cmanatimls 

of bii divinity) an infinite number of sub- 

altet n deities and genii, of which . every 

:part' of the visible world, .was the wesit and 

temple* These intelligencies were not con- 

*feented hardy to reside in eac5h part of 

niMut% but tbey directed its operitionii. 
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and it vras the oi^an or iostrumeat of their 
love or liberality to mankind. Each element 
was under the guidance of some being pe** 
culiar to it. The earth, the water, the fire^ 
the air, the sun, the moon, and the stars, 
had each their respective divinity; and to 
serve tibese several gods with sacrifices, to be 
brave and intrepid themselves, and to do 
no wrong to others, were the moral obliga- 
tions inculcated upon mortals by this re* 
ligiott. To these duties was added the 
beltrf in a: futuie ^te, where cruel tor- 
tiBEtt wcce' reserved for those who despised 
the three fundamental precepts of morality, 
and joys "without nuthber for the religious, 
just, and valiant*: - This appears to have been 
the state of reiigioii among the Scandinavians, 
till towatds the period of the fall of the 
Roman empire, when, in consequence of the 
afrivd of Odin in the north; it began to 
loie mtteb of its original purity. The people 
•becamd weary of its simplicity^, and asso- 
ciated to ^ the supreme God many of those 
genii or inferior divinities, who had always 
been "Subse^ent to him; and even the 
supreme being hitnself, whom they called 
by the name of Odioi^ they dimttediof^a 
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portion of his oinntpotieiice» and looked tipdn 
him aa little more tlnn the god of war, iik 
which character he is called in the Edda^ 
''the terrible and severe god, the father of 
slaughter, the god that carrieth desolatioti 
and fire, the active and roaring deity, lie 
who giveth victory, and reviv^h conragie 
in the conflict; who nameth: those that are 
to be slain.'* Such as were most brave in 
battle, and as died fighting, were received 
by him in his palace Valfaala : thus, wiien 
Regner JU>dbrog* was at the point of death, 
fer from, uttering complaints, he borst oirt 
into an cii^clamation of raptare; ^'Weinn 
cut to pieces with swordst but ibis filla nfte 
wiUl joy^ when I think of thefrast that ..{a 
pcepariug for me in Odin's pabce;^ Quiddj^^ 
quickly seated in the splendid habitatiaa of 
Ibe gods, jwe shall drink beer^ out of ;the 
skullif of xiur enemies. A brave inan ftars 
not to .die. . I shall utter no timcnrom words 
as I enter the hall of Odin". Next to Odin, 
Freya> his wifej was consideied the principal 

* Se(^ tianslations i^m ttej ItsdaaOic^ satiUfd 
R9$ Pieeu pf Runic Poetff. p. 97. 

v| lOdiu ikot drank wiot. 
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' dcilyy vifbo appears to have been the V^nus 
:in the northern Mythology; and next to h^r 
,wfis Thof^ whotie authority extended over 
the winds and seascms^ and particularly ov^r 
thunder and lightning* He is called in the 
Sdda> the most valiant of the sons of Odin. 
These three deities composed the supreme 
counsel of the^gods, and wefe* the principal 
objects of the worship of the Scandinavians^ 
iwho^ nevertheless^ were not all a^eed ab^oiit 
itiie prefeitenoe which was due to eath i>{ 
.tibem in particulars thus the Danes paid t^e 
.h^hest honors to Odin> and the Swedes to 
Freyt) while the natives of Iceland bestowed 
"diem upon Thor. Twelve other gods (in- 
ferior deities) smd as tnany goddesses ate 
besides enumerated in the iklda. Odin Wis 
"' belieViKl to be the creator of heaVen and 
dartb/ The ideas upon this head^ as hniid^d 
down to us by the Icelandic Mytboldgy^ 
isannot be better expressed than in the lan- 
guage of the Voluspa. *^ln the day-spHtig of 
the ages)'' says the poet^ ^^ there was neither 
sea nor shore^ nor refreshing breezes. There 
was neither earth below nor heaven above to 
be distinguished. The whole was orily one 
vast abyss^ without herb^ and wiUioitt s^eds.. 
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Tihe bUQ (had. tfaeh .no ^noe ; the 4star^ knafy 
Xtot t^eic (dineUingrpdaees ^ ^h^ m^bn ^w4$. 
i^nQfiint ^f -her ^owehr*: A^er tiiU; jtbece 
9ra8 alkminoos, >ltroi9?. flaming )vmI4 
tovraiids >the iouih^ iaiid from tbi» . WQtfld 
Aov^ed .out inoessantJ^p: : into .the abyis^! thM 
Jd|r towards) th^ inoMh^ . atorrents of.apavki- 
iiifg :&«, .vrfai^hi dti proptetibn M they xi^ 
«M>v«d: far iawayi'firdm .thcdr ..sourcej^ CQn«- 
tgekM in ' tiMir^fdlliiig dfito'»the iroid^ an4 
i» ^ffiikld it :witii ^cuoi' apd ice. Tbus^ .ivaa 
sthe xMyw, /]>y flittle iand.' little, filkd quite 
taUt ihiiVJthemjiinAikm^ .within, it a.Jigbt 
andinkiUQveaiUelair^ ibd 4:helicd.eshoJed icf 
jviqpots. L^fasti a'wanh breatth coihiitg frpm 
^liO'toiidi toiettedithos£Kvap6r8,«apd formed of 
4hein 'living drops,:^ i wfaedc^ ' was <bom the 
^nt'Yiber* ' It it iveported : that, white i^he 
4l^ran;eKtraordiiiaiyi8weat, ^der hiSiaratiK 
]nts, produced: a male arid ffemale^ .nvheooe is 
4qprung the raoe of* gmdts ^ a racb '. ep\ ' arid 
iwmipt, as well «9 Ymer their author. 
)4noi2iw -cace )Vifan ^ibrought .forth, >wliich 
i:>mied -ittiaiices with that of the gknt 
cViqat^r: this was called the £kmily ^of Bor, 
«o^4M|ined^ froffiith^ Jatst of that family, who 
fm the htbet of Odin. ; The sons of Bw 



1 INTRODUCTIOK. 

slew the giant Ymer^ aoid the blood raft 
from his wounds in such abundancoy tliat 
it caused a general inundation^ wberein 
perished all the giants^ except cmly one^ 
who> saving himself in a bark, escaped with 
iill his family. Then a new world was 
formed. The sons of Bor, or the gods^ 
dragged the body of the ^nt into tKt 
sibyss^ and of it made the earth: the/ sea 
and riTers were composed of his blood; ' the 
earth of his fleshy the great mQuntainte 4^f 
his bon^; the rocks of his teetli .and of the 
splinters of his smashed bones. Of his skull 
they finrmed the vault of heaven^ which is 
supported by four dwarfs^ named . aoud^ 
north, east, and west. They fixed there 
tapers to enlighten it, and assigned to 
other fires certain spaces which th^ were 
to run through, some of them in heaven, 
others under the heaven: the days were 
distinguished and the years were riombered. 
/JThey made the earth round, and suritojimded 
dt with. the deep ocean, upon, the badka:6f 
which ' they plaiced the .giants.. ' On€S)^jrit 
chanced, ^sr the sonik of Bory or.^the'::gQdi, 
were.^king a tralk, thtey &und;tiW0):pMeQes 
of wood floating u}>Qhii]e*water];< theso ^Mf 
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took> and out of them made a man and m 
woman. The eldest of the goc^t gave them 
life and souls $ the second, motion and know* 
ledge ; the third, the gift of speech, hearing, 
ated sight, to which he added beauty and 
raiment. From this man and this woman, 
named Askus and &nbia, is 4esceDded the 
race of men who are permitted to inhabit 
the wrth/* It is easy, as li|- Mallet ob- 
sartres, to trace out, in this ni^niatioi^ -yes* 
tiges of ananci^t and general tradition, of 
which every sect of pa^nism hatb. altered, 
adorned, or suppressed many circums^ces, 
according to its own fancy, and wbidi is 
now only to be found entitle in the bogks of 
Moses. 

Superstition held great sway over the 
minds of the pagans, and magicians and 
forcerers abounded*. 

r 

Upon the subject of the final dissolution 
of the world, and the notions entertained by 

* 4 loDg jand iatereating history of ihe diflfereat 
kinds of magic among tbe Icelanders, both during 
the continuance of paganism, and for a considerable 
period alter, may be seen in the f^aydge] en Istande, 
nh iit pi tB and $eq. 
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these pctqpie of -a future state^ I ^hadl again 
have ^recoar^e «o. tiie Edda afid ihe Vohiflpa, 

as tfffihsftated in the Northern Antiquities. 

... . » . « 

** There will come a time/- it Ss ^eckred^ 
^^•a baffbotfCMis age^ an age of khe 9W<A4i 
Wbeh if^iquitf ^hall infest the ear^h/n¥fa«ii 
b^^hets «ha[l ^Hm thetnliehres 'with t)rotbei«;^ 
blcbd^ when "8onB shall be the niui<der^rs of 
th^ir fathers^ ^nd^fatbers of theit s6iis/^bim 
Iticest bnd adultery shall hecbrnm^n, ^h^d 
ik> tnnti Hball sfpare bis friend. Ittimediat^lf 
9h«kU ^ti<)i!e^d a desdlating wittter^ the show 
iball^Ml ff^tti the four eofners of ttfe wo^Id^ 
the winds ihall bitw wilih 'fih*y, the ^hdte 
earth shall be hard bound in ice. Three 
such winters shall pass away^ without being 
softened by one summer. Theti shall succeed 
astonishing prodigies : 'tbeti shall the moni- 
sters break their chains )etnd^es(^pe t the great 
dragon shall roll himself in the pcean,. and 
with his motions the earth shall be over- 

r 

flowed : the earth shall be shaken^ the trees 
*h«ll be torn up by their 'roots t thfe 'rotks 
shall be dashed against each other, ^e 
wolf Fenris^ broke loose from his chain^j 
shall open his enormous mouth> which reaches 




flPfm ^w?i.i5€)ft tceartb I Ijliiefire sbaU fla^h out 
ft^«| bW #|re|^ w^ iip^^^ he shall devour 
th9 simj[ 33)4 *h? 4weon, ^ho. follows hiEQ, 
jshaiU wmit fqrthb.upon the waters ^nd in th^ 
9ir, gi!^t torrent pf veftpni, Ip this c?w 

%jaicwj, tl[i^,8t^rs^ 5hftll4y firom tjw plac<3fi, 

the l;ie?^wii3 sh^ll hjl ^l^ft aeunAer, ^nd the 
SiXmy , of ei^il .gonii . an4 giwts^ copducli€4 
Ijy Swkpr (the bkck), w4.. followed by 
t^ke, sb^Jlhre^Jkin tp a^.tt8lck th^ gods. But 
Utimdal^i the doorj^eep^r of tj|?e gods, rises 
99 ; b^ sounds his^clwging tniinpet j.the gods 
m^ko »nd awemble.; th^ gres^t fu$h tree 
ah^qs it9 branches; heavep s^nd eartji^ajfp 

i^l of bon-or and afltngbt. The gods fl^ t9 

«p^;. the heroes plarqe tberoadves io battle 
an?iy, Odip appears anned in his golde^ 
ca;^^e and h\^ rej^plwde^t cuirsiss,; his vast 
^yxaitar in hi? hwdsj^ He $i?tt^ck§ the wo^f 
]peiirj^ by whom he is devQvire<|, .ai^d his 
filitagoAist perishes at the saine inst$int* Thor 
jjsf suffocated in the flp,ods of venoni, which 
the dragon breathes forth as he empires. 
Loke and Heimdal mutually kill each, 
other. The fire consumes every thing, 
find the flame reaches up to heaven, l^viti 
pie^ently after, . a ney earth sprin|^ forth 



/ 
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from the bosom of the waves^ adorned frith 
green meadows: the fields there bring forth 
without culture; calamities are there un-^ 
known; and a palace is there raised more 
shining than the sun^ all covered with gold. 
This is the place that the just will inhabit, 
where they will enjoy delights for evermore. 
Then the powerful^ the valiant, he who 
governs all things, comes forth from his 
lofty abodes to render divine justice. He 
pronounces decrees. He establishes the 
sacred destinies which shall endure- for 
ever. There is also an abode remote froni 
the sun, the gates of which face the north, 
and poison rains there through a thousand 
openings. Through this place, which is aH 
composed of the carcasses of serpents, run 
certain torrents, in which are plunged per- 
jurers, assassins, and those who seduce 
married women. A black-winged -dragon 
flies incessantly around, and devours tiie 
bodies of the wretched who are there im- 
prisoned/* 

From this slight sketch it appears that 
the northern nations believed in the immor- 
tality of the soul, as well as in the existence 



iNTiia]>u<i:ioK< Iv 

tit % fo^fe state of happiness aol ^I|][fser}r; 
v^^ , mipt^^er, that ^h€«n^, were tw<>\^4>Q<les. 
4egtioed, for each of tbes$ states. To the 
former belonged Valhals^ the pa|ace of^Odih^ 
wber« .all were admitted 'who had died* a 
violent de^tb^ from the tinjie of the creation 
of the world to the period of the universal 
di9K>l|fttion of natiDre^. ^nd Gimk'/ 9f the 
pa|llc^.,forere4 with go|d, where the just 
vfi^r^jQ enjoy deljghjts . for ever. On the 

* *^^Thc heroes," says the Edda, '^who are- received 
into tM^Mice of Odin, have every day the pleadtn^e of 
armiogi-iHiflOMehreB, of passiiifiln feview> of < rang- 
\vig, tb^mselves in ord^r <€ ^tle^ and of, <$uttmg 
one anotber in pieced; Ibi^t, a^ tiooii as the hour of 
repast approaches, thiey, return on horseback, all sa(«) 
and sbuira, back to the \kM of Odin, and fall to eating 
and dritlkihg. Though the number of them cannot 
be counted^ the flesh of the boar, Servimntf,-h suf*. 
fident foe th^m aH$ every day it hi served up at table, 
and every day it is renewed entire. Their beyeragq is 
beer and mead ; one single goat, whose milk is excel- 
knt meaid, furnishes- enough of that liquor to in- 
tiixioate ail the heroes: their cups, are the skulls of 
enemies. they have sllu^*; Odin alone^ who sits at a, 
table by himself, drinks wine for his entire liquor^ A 
crowd of virgins wait upon the heroes at table, and fill 
their cups as fiist as they empQr them*'* Norihem 
AntiqvUm. v. i. p« 190, and Edda Iceland. Mythel, 31| 
33, 34, aiul 3&. 



otheir bandy Nfflhbiftt (froW the Ite<!^ndi^ 
Nifi, v/iAi kiA H^tih, hdo^e) isthe fihk of 
the abodes of tnis^y^ Whibh was 6iA^ ' td 
eitist fit) th^ reao^ation: of t^e world; ^hile 
the seconds fiaMk-fd 'Nasrin^hd {ikh sKloi^ of 
the d^ad), was ^ tohixivx^ for- ever. ^ • 

&uoh> \t^ne the dootriheff tdflghC 't^ th^ 
rtiigidn of ^bier ^arlf itib^bifairts of >icdlaii^^ 
if wei tiiay give credifc to tbe. hidto^e^ of 
their mythology that are handed^dawi|K.tp us. 
I.§h^l.qow fiajf a feiv M^ofds o£ tbe;ir :|(|aQffi ^of ; 
wQcahip P4id «f cthdfr i^Kgicms eerctaioiiieft.' 
ThfeJ "formefr, c«Il*«l McrfF, we a^^ WM^ l»^ 
AfrigHtn Jforiarf^ ^felfe' of greai? diitt^iistSiis. * 
and, for $uch a c()uwtry,of .inagnificjBrit; struc- 
tur^, , OiH^ I9if li^^ft?, .silniated; ^ th^r.prer 
feeturis.of Watzdsly'in-tlie ihottfabril ^^^vt ?af 
the isltotf, is spdb^hbf as being dHe fni*d- 
ried and twenty feet in' lengthy and apoiher, 
at Kialarnes in t^ sq^tb^ $i^^y feet long. 
To - each temple was :aiuiejLed ^ small, 
building or chapel^ 'Whieti was esteem^ 
the mbst saci^ed jplace;' for here thfe idols 
were kept standing upon a pediment; 
and aroqpd them were arrwged, the beasts 
that were to be sacrificed. Tbtt* idiief cf 



<NixfapB<t«f>illHi minor < de^bW ^. i : Jhi^M^lttbljr; 
Womjtbi 93d»^i«l)8e^ stood «n,difi«%{a^^ 

0Dntiniii^^£^w i.iHirejralttir atooid ^t&viiwgcf 
bmteiL?(|«8^l3(^^iilnii^^ pcfikiwl nthoi 

bhxxlrKimib ia9Btlqepr!addiicMJfto(>}.!W#^ 

bG^eB]lbiE>i{iicinlQffitaigi4Ae90^^ 

btood, nkfigatbBf rfiwitfto iiviiita^ rbftlttk^vrc^ 

.* What these deities .wer?, or what was their 
dum^tdi;^ noV-^Wto be rightly kiiown. ^i^rigi-ui' 
jdnas nyentibns three, besiSeis those whp were invokea 

'■ 'f I *,-'.f'', * • -, «■ ' J J" 44''- "V- 4'. * 

during the time that the rite was celebrated, whicn 
was ^ways performed wnen a person made oath upon 
the most Solemn occasion^ *' In veteri tameo juromenti 
lorinul^/tr^ prpeterlfhorum^nomine notantur :Fre^r,. 
Niordur, 4s, Quorum tertium, nempe 4s» existinjo 
esse Odinum ilium xamosum> inter divos jetnnicos noq, 

' ■ ' j>* ' • ■ ' H I '* j'l'lJ'* 

ppstremum b^ibitym (^ctuip As, quod is Asianorum htic 
in septent;rionetn migrantmm prineeps fuerit:' sing^u* 
fariter nempe As, at icnultitudinis numero Aesar ,vel 
Aeser aici.cceperunt.*^ Tractatus de Istandia^ p. 436. 

.^ f WlieaaBy^yerspn iraar 8iiiq^ect«d of hielTiiig dpobeo 
fidsdy inna afitir of irapoctutee, he iteas ptit to/ViiT 
oath^ ahd thea kfs verbei^ was determined !>/ making; 
bim 8tand under an oblong pkce of taifi pKLcad hk 
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dmiglitered were geileratty'sheqi ttid^osaiy 
end thoee fMirts wMcb were not odnsiuneti in 
tile 'iiM>rifiee^ were eoosideied at bdotygingi 
te tb^ 4ffficietittg jpnett. Theie . aoiinial^ 
liowever^ we^ not at ell tiiiieB . looked, lipon^ 
is a^eoffirieat atomsiaeat or propitiatory^ 
oifertng^ whence it happened that/ in caiie 
of aiiy extraoicBnary crhne^ oailingi ftr extraiF 
ordinary! vengeance firom the gods,, the altar 
flowed wkh th<s Ubod o£ baman ^ic$iti8»'and, 
at KiahmeB^ a deep .jHikiMr wdl/wa^ fonfaed 
near 4be ehiapfl, into wfaieh thaw nptejp^l 

fuch a nwDner that it should ferm« over him. an %rcb, 
with its extremities touchiiig the ground: if it sup- 
ported itself without breakin^^ the man was decUred 
worthy of belief, if otherwise, be was condemned; But 
when two or more persons were about to join in a 
covenant^ the arched piece of turf was supported hy a 
lance> and those engaged in the treaty placed them* 
selves beneath it, where each with a sword drew blood 
fyav^k himself, and mingled it with that of his com« 
panions,*as a sign of mutual lytljli* By this ceremony 
the most powerftil compact, was sworn and ratified; 
and> besides the mutual aid whiph, by this 9,<st, they 
were obliged to afford each other during- life, if any 
were 8lain> the survivors^ how many soever theri might 
be, were bound, in the most sacred maaner, to revenge 
bis death by all the means iloi their pbwer. ^rt^ai 
Jof^te, TrocL de 
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wretches were east, and 'whieh thence boM 
the name of Blotkelda. So^ likewi^, in die 
province of Thomes-thing, there was a simi- 
lar excavation, in which were confined thoM 
who were destined to be oflfered as' a sacrifiee 
to the gods, and Who were thence selected 
and killed upon a large stone, ^'cnjiis rei 
indignitateni,** says Amgrim Jonas, ^^saxnm 
illud fertiir colore sanguinolento nnHo 
imbre abluto - multis post seculis retttlisse.** 
Hie same learned author, however, anxious 
in some manner to extenoate, if not to 
justify, the atrocities of his countrymen^ 
asserts that human sacfrifices were more 
common iii other countries of the north 
than in Iceland, in which, he assures us^ 
they took place only in two, provinces, and 
even there all the inhabitants did not join in 
them. Hiorleif, the companion of Ingulf^ 
renounced altogether the worship of idols. 
Helgo, whose surname was Biole, a native 
of Kialarnes, a man of high rank, and de- 
scended from the Norwegian barons, did not 
countenance the religion of the pagans, but 
' offered his protection to a christian exile 
from Iceland, whom he permitted to build 
a temple^ and to dedicate it to St. Columbus 



fl. Ssmberg. A young man, aUf>, aalfed Buo, 
lifting i» thfi s^«ie pronH^^/des^vpjfed^ . by 
4ri9i the gpA9 belongitig to the ^nij^le bidd 
jilk Uie| bigbert y€a€9r9ti<D«i> jtbe sao^e in wbidpi 
Ibie bumkaii .ti^tim^ w^ere gaejifio^^ . 71»s 
imime of ThMdUip, tooj who flourished abouit 
A^ yem spa^ «Qd was at that i^^ti^d >the 
I^Bian dov cjbi^ magi^tFate ia the . iahnidy 
^^Ifpervea to. be commemorated as: sk- 
*^k« to the sttp^rstitiona ofibia age aad 
^mtptiy. H^ flndmg hiras^lf jdmwing tcf- 
(MrafdjSt the Qlose of his esistqiH% gave orders 
,\\^ hp should be taken into the 9\h ^^ that 
-biA fae^ should be tunned towards the sm; 
ffben^ haying remained for some moiqeiita in 
a kind of ecstacy^ he e:s^pired5 recqmmendiog 
bis soul to Him ampng the gods^ who bad 
created the «iun ax^d th^ stars. 

//jjt was not tUl a. p. 974, in the reiguc^ 
Oflftf I. pf Norway, that an attempt was 
made at introducing the christian religion. 
Fiederio, a Saxon bishop, arrived iq 981, 
and , preached the gospel with siich suQces«, . 
that in 984 churches were built, and many 
jiersbns Ireceived baptism. Still, however, 
no material progress was madei for Bishop 



Thangbvandt and "Stefr Thorgiken^ who 
weve sent from Genimny in the year 997/ 
were Teeeived with stones^ and they and 
iimt 4ttigf€m abmed Wflh the keenest in* 
vectives by ithe poets df ^at ddy. 'Pirouj^ 
the exertions of these^ however, and other 
missionaries, the light df Christianity h<^gan 
more and -mote to she^ its lu^re updn ^d 
minds of the people, so'lfhat, on the armai 
of GitrsoT and Ifjattem the year lt)00, ' th^ 
whole island ^ecame converted^ without 
bloodshed, thoygh not without opposition^ 
and it was agreed, at a general assembly 
of the itibabitantfli, that the worship of idols 
should 'be 9l)andoned, and the religion of 
our blessed Saviour ^ embraced in its stead . 

* It appeallt that^ at this time^ the rite of baptism 
Was celebrated it one of the hot-springs in the neigh- 
^borkood<>f'Hhe'fcmott8 SncMTtiaug^ noticed at p/SIl 
of this volume ; for Eggect JQlafieiii, after speaklnfi^lif 
the Nyrdre-Reykia-dal^ says^ ''Huic collateralis Sydre- 
Rsyidadahir, vallis fontibus fervidis abundans : h)c 
#(M: 'Knto-kD^^ fodJfeiee Hmpidie'et 'salubres^ Inquibui 
aaino^XIfaiilsti vaiiUesshiio/ hlandiffif oecsdentalis fneolse; 
flbiMirattnto aqiiam fngidaiu^ sacro bapfismate ^bhkti 
iitlat^ ancle balneis eracis notnen erat impositttih/' 
M9arratUn$MS8tifricm4endtut'6et censHtnH<meI$tandr<e. 
p. 31. 



tNTRODUCnON. 

lo 1050^ it was farther decreedi ia a solemn 
assembly^ that the temporal or politic law, 
which was introdaced from Norway by one 
Ulfliot*^ in the year 938, dbtoald every where 
give place to the canon or divine law. 

After this period, monks, and coi^vents 
began to abound in the island, and the 
people paid a yearly tribute to the Roman 
see of ten ells of wadmal for each family^ 

In the year 1056 the Icelanders received 

the first of their bishops, Islief, who was 

* * ... -_^ * • • ' • 

consecrated to the see of SkalhoU, . and a 
second was instituted to that of Holum, in 
1 107. Both were originally under the juris- 
diction of the Archbishop of Bremen and 
Hamburgh; but, in 1103 or 1104, they be- 
came subordinate to Azerus, the first Arch-r 
bishop of Lund in Scania, and in 1152 to 
the Bishop of Drontheim. 

^ U^U Laug (le eode d' U^tJ fut le premier 
code de rialande^ et en ^rande partie ineorpoi^ daat 
odui d*aiu<yurdhui, nomme Oraagaas§n.s son auteav 
fut le pr6v6t Ulfliot qui demeoxait dans ce quartier, 
dans le canton de ZiO»; U fit accepter ce code en 99B, 
et le tribunal 8up£rieur> nomm^ 4lihing, fiit ^tabli 
peu aptte. yoyage €n Ulande, iv. p. 44. 



Thd Ldtheran peKgimi wfts mlmdiiced bj 
King Cbrisdaii III. in the. year lfi4a, tint 
the seal^ with which the bishopt of^poaed 
iMs new sect, presented it from gaining 
groand till 1651; when the last and moft 
earnest supporter of popish soperstitions, 
Jon Areseni* was beheaded by order of the 
King's Lieutenant. Soon after this pieriod 
all the inhabitmts embraced the Luth^oNi 
faith. 

Iceland at present has only one bishop; for^ 
in the year. 1785^ the King of Denmark 
ordered that all the^estates belonging to the 
see of Skalhbit should be sold^ and the money 
deposited in the funds called Jordbbog^s 
Casse. The episcopal see waa removed to 
Reikevig^ and a certain yearly salary granted 
to the ^ bbhop in lieu of' his former pri- 
vileges. . So also were the estates, belonging 
to Hoinm :aold in the yei^ 2801; the money 
secured, in the same^ fimAt; - ^dnd ,the two 
dioceses incorporated into^tiue. Atiidng the 
Danish clergy there is itio nietropolitan or 
archbishop^ but each bishdp has the full 

* Aragitei 9onm 0»tiiiiitDl« de Idaadtt. . 



ffAmrjokgrim ovmialkiftiunpt^witbdut (being 
jM^cjrt^IanyxithBi^JeodesiMtiKalijiiriyi^ic^ 
tismoi^ he [is ^liaeaaiJ^^ IMweo^. 

J^ilikQ^ naDnenthe iBishop^of * jflelamdtist im^ 
AqieDAciit itf laUiOthefflfaisboitei; i 

'Tke n^ officer Sn3tlK:QhardL^<(fae.Skifir 
pfont, <sf all fiBelandy winefa.is aomqifffaiA 
afftftlogdv^ to a 'dean ^in Enghuad. The ipre^ 
sent Stiftprovst's name is Magnusen. 



.: Tbi^ ^Prov9ts are inleaior-ofiieersrdf :the 
dieosse^ kvho l^ave the i^are ^i^nd auperiotend- 
«nte iof . eQdesiastidEil affairs in thdr dvfat 
provstie;'tfarflh^ diocese lis dividediiiitoinine*- 
t^n Jiidi' provsties^' and about foine faund^red 
«ndeigfa^i-feur/ church (}ivinga; i l* .- j 

: The ipnie^ts seceiye ftheir' incohid from the 
jbndfi >ihat aieanneked:t0 each diureh dud 
front tjiKtbefl^ ;: ibesidct / which> theBerzaarfeviiine 
<batidred amdieigbiteeii rix^ollats and ^ireni^ 
iUffo .abillings v^allooited per apuuna >.for the 
amendm^t of « such livings as am' very small^ 
and thtee > hundred ^mote for ;the fiugnoenta- 
tion of pensions to poor clergymens* widows. 
Their. 'jalasaes ace iwdoiia; a : C«w/ieKceed a 



fautidred rix-doUars per annual^ but the 
greater number do not produce an income 
of more thaa thirty or forty rix-dollars> 
and tome do xiot exceed twelve^ teq^ or eve^ 
fivfi. It mmt be retnembered^ howev^r^ 
that most of the clergy ooeupy little iarmsi 
and this alone makes the condition of the 
greater part of them tolerable. 

To give a more correct idea of the revenues 
of the clei^ of Iceland^ not only of the 
regular salaries which, they receive from the 
crown, but also of such pensions as are ap* 
propriated to. superannuated and poor priests 
and widows, I subjoin the following table of 
expenditure; pnlypremisingi that the number 
of clergymen is not to be estimated by that 
of the livings here mentioned; for, curates 
included, I think they amount to between 
tbre^ and four hundred. 

Hdr. Sk. 

1 Osterskmptefields ProvBtie .... 5 livings 113 90 

% Yeaterskaptefields Provstie. ... 7 Ditto 164 40 

5 lUngemJle «»d We.tn.an-. 3 ^^^ ^^ ^ 

noe Provstie J 

4 Arpses Provstie 16 Ditto 436 S4 

6 Guldbiiogue and Ki5se Provstie 9 Ditto 349 43 
« fiorgafiord Provstie 6 Ditto 216 28 

Carried forward .«• •' 9016 45. 
f 
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!tdr. :Sk, 

Broughtforward . . ;T 2016 45 

7 Myre Provstie 7 Livings 338 18 

8 Snoefieldnes Provstie , 7 Ditto 455 7 

9 Dale Provstie 6 Ditto 281 18 

10 Barderstrands Provstie . . 8 Ditto 291 72 

11 Isefiords Vester Provstie .... 6 Ditto . 215 80 

12 IseSopds Norder Provstie 7 Ditto 188 41 

13 Strande Provstie 4 Ditto 103 46 

14 Hunevands Provstie ....t.... 15 Ditto 453 31 

15 Skagefiords Provstie 14 Ditto 403 50 

16 OeiSords Provstie 15 Ditto 434 16 

17 Norder Provstie , . 17 Ditto 668 15 

18 Norder Mule Provstie 10 Ditto 255 40 

19 SyderMtile Provstie ....;..• 12 Ditto 359 90 

Total... .v. 6464 89 



6464 89 



The amount of the revenues of the church- -t 
lands and tythes is therefore / 

To this may be added^ . 

The Bishop's annual salary ; . 1848 

The Stiftproysts annual salary 16 O 

Salary to the Priest of Reikevig church .... 22 54 

Pension to Bishop Stephensen*s Widow .... 117 ' 19 

Pension to Pastor emeritus Bergsen 20 , 

Pension to Ptotor emeritua Thol^vsen 30 O 



Total sum ...... 8518 : 66 

The sum for the augmentation and amendment -v 
of poor clergymen's livings and widow's > gis 72 
pensions is ........ ^ ^ 



! * L ■ 



Thus the gvandl total of the expenditure of -^ oisr 42 
the church amounts to i / 



\ 
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* The Icelandic language is the most an- . 
cient, and most pure^ of all the Gothic aiid . 
Teutonic dialects. It has been called the 
Gimbric^ from its having been the one which 
chiefly prevailed among those tribes who in- 
habited theCimbrica'Chersonesus^ and, under 
this name, it is considered by the learned. 
Dr. Hickes *, as the parent of the Swedish, 
Danish, and Norwegian languages, in the^ 
same manner as the Anglo-saxon is of the . 
English, of the Friezland, and of the Lowland 
Dutch, and the Francic of the German Ian-, 
gu^e. All of' them proceed from the same 
original stock ^. That the Icelandic has re- 
tained its original purity to such a degree,, 
that an Icelander of the nineteenth century, 
can read, with ease, the oldest manuscripts 

* * r 

r 

^ In his Linguarum vet. Septentrionalium Thesaurtu. 
GrammaOcO'criticus et Archaologicus, 

f '^ To the old original mother-tongue it has been 
iisual^ after Verttegan^ to give the name of Teutonic^ 
not 8o much from the Teutones or Teutoni/ who in- 
habited the Danish ]sland8> and were brethren to. the 
Cimbri^ as from its being the ancient Tuytsh^ the lan« 
guage of Tuisto and his votaries ; the great Father 
and Deity of the German tribes." Northern Ant'upii- 
Hesp I. p. xl. 
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of bis country, seems to be attributkbfe to the 
little intercaufBe 4rhich this island has had 
vnth toveign nations, and to the sihall altera- 
tion that has taken place in the staf^ of civi- 
lianitioti of its iiihabitants; few or no strangers 
having settled among them, who might conr^ 
mpt their language by a mixture of their owik; 
and few luxuries having beea introduce^, 
which might give rise to new wants, aqd con- 
sequently render necessary new terms to ex- 
press them, \lliat is spoken by the people 
of the coast is, however, in some degne^, 
altered by the visits of foreigners; and in the 
immediate vicinity of the ports will be heard 
a number of words, which have been adopted 
fh>m the Danes and Norwegians* 

A specimen of the modern Icelandic will be 
found at page 295, of the second volume of 
this work, in a poem, written by one of the 
first native scholars of the present day; but, 
in order to shew how trifling is the change 
that has taken place m the langm^, betwe^s 
the years 1585 and 1746, I shall here sub^ 
join a transcript of the Lord*s Prayer, as it 
was written at each of those periods. 



ICELANDIC IX)Ri>'S PRAYER IN 1585. 

Tad^ vor thu sem ert a himnum. Helgbt nafn 
iMt. Tilkome tbitt riike. Verde Ihion vyie so a 
jordu «em « Idoine. Gief oss i .dag m^ti dagligt bntud. 
Og fynrlat psa vorar ^kuUder^ ao .^m Tier fyrerlautxim 
Torum skuUdunautttin. Og inlaid oss jecki i freistne. 
Helldr frelsa thu oss af illu^ thuiat thitt er riikit^ 
maatur og dyrd urn allder allda. Amen. 

ICELANDIC LORD'S PRAYER IN 1746. 

Fader Tor thu sem ert a himnum. He^esst thitt 
nafQ. Tilkomme thitt rike. Verde thin vilie^ so a 
jordu sem a himne. Gief thu oss i dag vort daglegt 
brand. Og fyrergief oss vorar skollder^ so sem vier 
fyrer-giefum vorum skulldnautum. Og innldd oss 
ecke i freistne. Helldur frelsa thu oss fra illu ; thuiad 
thitt .er riiked og maattur og dyrd um aUder allda. 
Amen. 

The Runic* characters, (the first ia use 
among the Icelanders, are of very remote 
antiq(uity, but of doubtful origin ; though 
the Scandinavians, among whom they seem 
to have originated, were disposed ,to attri- 

* The word RuNB^Wormius deritres either frmn Jfyn, 
'E'fiffrow^ or Ae»> a gutter or channel. As these eba- 
fttcttfiis were -first ^cut in wood or stoiie^ the vesemblaace 
i:o a furrow or channel^ would easily suggest the ap* 
'pellatlon. Nofthem Antiquities, i. p$€3» 
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bute the invention of them to Odin« These 
letters are extremely unlij^e any that have 
been in use in other countries, and are only 
sixteen in number. They were used for the 
purpose of writing as well as in ma^cal 
operations*. Many ancient monuments en- 
graven with Runic inscriptions have been 
found in Iceland^, as well as in Denmark and 

* In the Hayamal^ or Sublime Discourse of Odin^ 
it is said '^ Runic characters destroy th^ effect of 
imprecations"; and in Resenus' edition of the Frag- 
nieAts pf the Ancient £dda^ a little Poem is added, 
which is called *' the Runic Chapter, or the Magic 
of Odin," In it that conqueror relates the wonders he 
is able to perform, either by means of these charac- 
ters, or by the operations of poetry. ** Do you know,'* 
says he, **how to engrave Runic characters ? bow 
to explain them ? how to procure them ? how to 
prove their virtue? If I see a man dead, and hang- 
ing aloft on a tree,* I engrave Runic . characters so 
wonderful, that the man immediately descends and 
converses with me : " and Angantyr, in the Incanta" 
Hon of Hereof (of which we have a translation in 
the' Five Pieces > of Runic Poetry), says to Hervor, 
^' Young maid, I say thou art of man-like courage, 
who dost rove about^ by night, among tombs, with a 
spear engraven with, magic spells, with helmet apd 
coat of mail, before our hall :** — these magic spells 
were Runic characters, engraven on the wieiipon to 
prevent their be|ng dulled^ or blunted by inchantmept, 
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.Norway, and even in England, as mentioned 
by Hickes 5 and a vast number of books^ 
^written in this character *, still exist in the 
^libraries of the north; but of these, M. Mallcjt 
^observes that the moist ancient appear to have 
.been written about the time that Christianity 
took place in the norths as is judged from 
.se^veral proofs^ particularly from the frequent 

So> too^ in the Ode on the Descent of Odin, when this - 

/'Father of Magic^ having reached the dtep abode of 

* deaths stops near the tomb of the prophetess ' and 

.looks towards the north, he engraves Runic char 

racters pn her tomb 5 and he utters i^ysterious words/' 

■ • » . . ■• 

f' Right against tjie eastern gate 
By the moss-grown pile he sate; 
Where long of yore to sleep was laid 
The dast of the prophetic maid. 
Facing to the northern clime, 
. , Thrice he traced the Runic rhime ; 
Thrice pronounced, iii accents dread. 
The thrilling verse that wakes the dead; 
Till, from out the hoUow ground. 
Slowly breathed a sullen sound/' 

Gray's Translation offhe Dfifipint of Odin, 

* * Printed characters .may be fi^n ia the first volume 

of Northern Antiquities, p. 370 > fac similes of some 

^ibscfiptions, in the Atlas of the Voyage en Islande, 

t. XX, and in the title-page of the Jive Plecu of Runic 

Poetry^ 



int^ittiictufe oi^ Rbiflim tetttt^ in theAl. In 
the yeat I'OOO^ Ifileif fotanickd a school M 
^^kalhoh^ atid soon &fter four odber^ when th^ 
Hotnan characters wete universally adopted^, 
attd the youth instructed in die Latin tongue^ 
diviliity, afnd parts of theoretic philosophy. 
At. this period^ also^ many Icelanders studied 
at foreign universities, though others re- 
ceived their education entirely in their own 
country. Iceland was now in the zenith of 
her literary glory, and, from the introduction 
f)f the diristian religiofn till the year 1 264, 
when the whole island hecattie subject to N^l*- 
way, she continued one of the few countries 
in Europe, and the only one in the North, 
where the sciences were cultivated and held 
in esteem *. It appears extraordinary, says 
M, Mallet, to hear a historian of Denmark 
cite for his authority the writers of Iceland ; 
but this wonder will cease, when the reader 
is informed, that, from the earliest times, the 
inhabitants of that island had a .particular 
fondness for history, and that from among 
them have sprung tho^6 poets, who, under 
the name of Scalds, rendered themselves so 

* Von T^-oU. 




famdus thhnighoat the aorth fdt their eohgir, 
•od fof the credit they edji^yigd with kings 
ftfid people. In &ct^ iStiey hwe nlwuys tbketi 
greait paifift to preserve tibe remembrance ^df 
«very wmtrbable event that happened, iMt 
•dniy at homey Imt among their tieighbot^^ 
«ke 'Norwegians^ <ihe Dane^, the Swedes, the 
•Scotch, the £ft^bh> the Greenlatiders, iSbe. 
Die firfit if^habitatrts of Icelafid carried with 
thetn the verses, together with other historical 
tnonmnents of former ti^Des ; and the ddes 
of tliese Icelatidic Scalds were continually in 
^ery body's mouth ^ containiRg, according 
tb Torfiaeus, the genealogies, and exploits of 
4rkig8, princes, and heroes : afid, as the poets 
tdfd Dot forget to arrsmge them according to 
tine Older of time, it was not difficult for 
the leeSandic historians to compose after- 
wardis, from such memoirs, the ohronicles 
they have left tis. Indeed *, the poetical 
and historical works of this couhtry have 
bid defiance to time. Her ancient chroni- 
cles shew what clear notions they had of 
morality, philosophy, natural history^ and 
astronomy. Her divines read the works 

*VdnTroii; 
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of the fathers of the church; and no fewer 
than two hundred and thirty poets*, some 
of them known and esteemed at foreign 
courts, are enumerated in the Skaldatal, an 
ancient manuscript, in which is preserved a 
list of those scalds or poets who have dis- 
tinguished themselves in the three northern 
kingdoms, from the reign of Regner Lod- 
brog to that of Valdemer ii : that is, from 
A.D. 7 50 to 1157* Among them is more than 
one crowned head, and, what is no less 
remarkable, the greatest part of them are 
natives of Iceland. Driven, perhaps, by- 
poverty, some of them were induced to 
visit foreign courts, and Wormius, in his 
Litteratura DanicUy states that Canute had 
no less than eight Danish, Norwegian, and 
Icelandic poets, who flourished in bis court 
and enjoyed his friendship. Others doubt- 
less travelled in distant countries for the 
. sake of acquiring knowledge '^. 

* Northern Antiquities, i. p. 391. 

f '' PrsBStantes oUm (Islahdi) 
' ^ Relictis patriis oris, Londinum studios^ jpetebant^ ' 
Artium addiscendarum cupidi^ 
Quas contenta libris eruditio commendat. 
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Of the ancient Icelandic pdems* the 
Edda^ doubtless holds the first rank among 

Oxoniae ia Anglico solo 
. Pedem hoc temporis tractu figere 
Imprimis arridebat ; 
Deinde fortuna^ farore suffulti 
Solum natale repetebant " 

See the Carmen Gratulatoriunij v, ii. p» 260. 

* The stile of the ancient poems is very enigmatical 
and figurative^ very remote from the common Ian- 
guage^ and for that reason grand but tumid -, sublime 
but obscure. If it be the character of poetry to have 

'. nothing iii common with prose^ if the language of the 
gods ought to be quite different frona that of men^ if 
every thing should be expressed by imagery^ figures 
and hyperboles and allegories^ the Scandinavians may 
rank in the highest class of poets. They seldom ex- 
pressed heaven by any other namb than " the skull 
of the giant Ymer." The rain-bow was called *' the 
bridge of the gods/' Gold was " The tears of Freya." 
Poetry> the " present or the drink of Odin.'* The earth 

' was either ''the spouse of Odin^ the flesh of Ymer, 

' ' the daughter of the night> the vessel which floats on 
the ages^ or the foundation of the air." IJerbs and 
plants were the '* hair or the fleece of the earthy*' &c. 

' Northern Antiquities, p. 393 and 395, 

t Edda is said to be derived from a Gothic word^ 

■ r 

' signifying Grandmother, which, ^ in the figurative 
* sense of the old poets, was intended to express ah 
ancient doctrine. 
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tbose that faa^e been huided down to us^ 
and the U^ver of nottfaern antiquitii^s "mil 
find an ample store of information upon the 
subject^ in the second volume of M. Mallett's 
work. It is there stated that there have been 
two poems of this name^ the first amd most 
ancient of which" was coimpiled by Soemund 
Sigfusaen^ surnansed the learned, born in 
Iceland about the year 1067- This author 
had studied in Germany, and chiefly at 
Cologne, along with his countryman Are 
Frode, who distiij^uisbed liimself by his 
love for litereitiire. Soemmid was ^one of 
the firs* who ventured to commit to writing 
the ancient religious poetry* which many 
people still retained by hear,t. This first col- 
lection foeiilg too voliuninouis, Snorro, Stur- 
le^on, about one inundred and twenty years 
after, undertook to select from it whatever 
was most important in the old jnythology, 
and thus to compile a shorter and far more 
intelligible system. 

But the sciences -f- heiie, as in every other 
country, have been subject to the greatest 

* *' Three ;pieces alone of thiS' collectio^^ though. per- 
haps the best of it, have come dowa to us.** iNorthjsrn 

Antiquities, 

t Von Troil. 
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rcvoItitiDnSi akid, to Use the wordt of Dn FiQ*- 
nem (who^ in his Hist. Mcsles* Jslcmdiof, 
compares the s&te oi hteratme in Iceland to 
the four ^gea of human Kfe)^ their infancy 
extended to the year 1056, when the intro^ 
duction of the christian religion produced 
the firri: dawn of light; their youth to MOO^ 
when schools were first established^ and the 
education and instruction of jroung men 
began to be more attended to than before ;i 
their manhood lasted tilt aboiit the middlo! 
of the fourteenth century^ when the scieilGes 
gradually decreased^ and were almost wholly 
extinct^ no work of any n^erit appearing* 
History now cjrooped her head> poetry had 
no relish^ and all the otiier sciences were 
enveloped in darkness. The schools began 
to decay> and^ in many places^ they even 
had none at all. It waa very uncommon for 
any one to understand Latin, and few priests 
could^ with fluency^ read their breviary and 
ritual. 

The reformation produced in Iceland a 
new dawn of learning; and. a few rays of 
that light which has blazed , over Europe, 
from the discovery of printing, shed a gleam 
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on this remote island. But it is to Bishop 
Areson, one of the most illiterate and bi- 
gotted of the Roman Catholic bishops^ that the 
inhabitants are indebted for the introduction 
of the first printing-press. He, anxious to 
undermine the power of the king, and to 
hinder the progress of the reformation, but ig- 
norant of the Latin language, which was made 
use of in letters of eiLCommunication and other 
ordinances, commissioned a friend to procure 
him a person well versed in Latin, who 
might, at the same time, establish a printing* 
office. For this purpose, Jon Mattheson, a 
Swedish priest, was invited to Iceland, 
whither he conveyed a press, and fixed it 
in the district of Hunnevatn. At his death, 
his son removed it to Nupefell, where he 
printed some books at the time that Bishop 
Gudbrand Thorlacius* began to print at 



* '* Ille non modo suae aetatis^ sed et posteritatifl or- 
namentum. Qui praeterqukm quod inchoatum opus k 
prsedecessore Olao sibi relictum ducente S. S. optimb 
ad earn, quam dedit Deus i)erfectionem> deduxit^ (Dice 
labores et diligentiam in asserenda veritate £ran-. 
ge]ica> et papisticis superstitionibu^ abrogandis) etiam 
in hacspatria sua officinam Typographicam primus 
Islandoriim aperuit. Cui idcirco patiia inter librois 
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Holutn. Bishop Thor Thorlaksen/in l685, 
transported it to Skalholt, ivhence it wai^ 
again restored to Holuni by Bishop Biorn 
Thorlevsen. About the middle of the 
eighteenth century a new printing-office was 
established at Hrappsay, by Olaf Olssen; 
and hence^ as well as from Holum^ many 
valuable works have issued. Of late^ how- 
ever^ the office at Holum has been sup- 
pressed^ and the only one now in the island 
is situated at Leera^ in the district of Borga* 
fiord. 

For an account .of the present state of 
literature in the island of Iceland^ I must 
refer to the fifth chapter of Sir George 
Mackenzie's Travels in Iceland, where Dr. 
Holland has amply treated on this subject. 
From it the limits dP my Introduction will 
allow me to extract little more than the 
names of some of the most celebrated of 
the living authors. — Of such are Finnur 
Magnusen and Professor Thorkelin^ who 

coroplures in linguam vernaculam trandlatos^ etiam 
sacrosancta Biblia^ elegantissimis typis Islandica lingua 
in bfficina ipsius excusa^inaetemum debebit.*' Amgrlm^ 
Jonas, Br^vk Comment de IsL 



' bate made the early literature of Icebmcl 
ihe particular objoet of their studies; and 
Steingritm Jonas of Bessested ; the Rector 
Hialmarson, who formerly conducted llie 
sdb^ol at Hohiat ; a«id Ames Helgeaon^ the 
cjriest of Vatnsfiord, who faaAse disfiiiguished 
tliemiielYcs 'm classical knowledge.. Asscsmt 
Beoediet Gronda], a judge in the hi^ court 
of justice^ is mentioned as the most emipeni 
amon^ the poets, although Ihs performamiea 
ave almost wholly eonfined to odes, epi^phs, 
and other detached pieces, among which^ .41^ 
many excellent translations from Theocritus, 
Ahacn*een^ and Hcir&ce. Finnur MagaUsen' 
18 likewise celebrated for the fp^ility witl^ 
which he composes in the Latin and DafiisH 
l^guages, and for the extreme accuracy 
of his IcelandUc style'"'. Jonas Thorlaksen^ 
tfie translator of MUton, has composed many 
wiginal poems of great merit. Sigurdar 
If ^t^rsea of Reikevig, has written, among 
^ther things, a poem, ii> six cantos^ ^llfiA 
Stella, in which, i^er a fictitious fprnij the 

^ ,^, I bi^e liefpDe fdlude4 to his poem, ioserted in tha 
Appeadii^ of U|e seeoqd volume of this Tour, aad^ at 
jfi. 39.qC^tlm Toilfme, 19 noUc^d A tcmalatjlm of i^ 
Gwgj«%pfJcdand,mtpOsi^ .. .^ 



' .i^ 



^i 
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» . . . . 

manners and . habits, of the Icelanders are 
minutely described. Magnus Stephenseq^ 
the Etatsroed, is justly entitled to the first 
mnk^moog the historical write™ ; and, in a 
list of his works, no less than twenty, on va- 
rious, subjects, are enumerated by Dr. Hol- 
land : many of them, however, are published 
for the um6 of a literary society, of which 
Mr* . Stephensen is president. Numerous 
Works on divinity have appeared sii^ce the 
time of the reformation; but, happily for 
Iceland, metaphysics do not appear to have 
oocup^fid the attention of the Icel^i^ders in a 
great; d^gpree. The sciences, ^tru^tly so 
called, , Dr. Holland goes on to observe, en- 
gage but few votaries. In natural history * 
the JEnarratumes Historicw de Natura et 
Cpnstitutione IdanMce of E^art Olafsen 
deserve notice; as do the Traioels in Iceland^ 
"published by the saooie gentleman, m ccmjunc- 
tion withtis cotnpanioii PauUen, a wcfccon- 

^ The authors of the Fof/a§e tn hlande make 
flaentlon of a Latia work pnb^shed one hundred and 
"fifty yean ago, entitled Theatrum Viventium, and 
they speak of Jon Olafsen, who flourished ahbut the 
middle of the seventeenth century, and had made na- 
tlind history his particular study. He travelled much 
in Eiicope and in the East I<M)ies, and wrote an ae^ 
eouAt- of his life and travels. 

g 
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tainmg a vast store of informalioiij out nilfler- 
ably dencieut m arrangement. Olaf pjaisa] 
printed, m 1780, his Ubconomtcal Travm 
through Iceland^ containing much valuaolp 
matter, Jon poemundsen has written on tpe 
volcanic eruptions that have happetiea m the 
neighbomood of the lake Myvatn; and 
Bishop ^rinnsen. on Hecla; ana Sir. S^fe* 
phensen s Account of the Eruption of SlRm^ 



'culHv^^. tHo&^htlie eider Mr/St^byiieili 
and md^n ^iSftiSeh l^ve'Wr^tSL' on tilelfe 



su 



i. 



J. xi > . 



1. in thQ^fiD^ art? , no/progi^s^ ^bat^^TvJlM 
>eeniv jb^ded butiA M a proQf tfa(9t . jtbis. 4^- 

dei^iacajbbfir t(>;be;|t9€V^ to. ti|04}t|l«tic^ 
• o€ith0ypeqpie^ thaa Iq a wiint !qf . prigi^l 

genius. Dr. Holland remarks, that ThorvaM- 

sefl, the son^ of an Icelander, dwdlmg on 
. the cis^ssic ground of Kome, is second 6ttiy 

to Cs^va amoBg the statuaries of J^iii^ope.^ 

r 

,r The remains .^f antiquity in Iceland i^re 
few and of small* importance, sinc6 the 
•ountry has been pfuhdered'of ^alt its i>ld 




■ 

JMMlif^r^ Of asc^iit e^iifim «;im^lf 
imy JileeriSfMnj f^r l^ej^eio^ <.l>wl.4JRg 

««ra^ A9!^e,di|i^(t^ of tib^ i^f llf^ a«^ jbfi^ 

natlres to. j^ t)ma> « fii«Q|^ ,«i iffte^ ,f|i 
llley wanted the materials to erect othen. 
SCh» WflT? ft>«iJdatif)fl»<j>f l^ijB^ stnw^iwfs are 
tMfMlf i)f^ r^d l^f ,V> il»e trpcsd, jPnf ^f 

,1|v|W|q|t. #it4€jrf^ M ? R»gan ^ippjV A» ;<i|l- 
,t^ngHifl^Ue Jbgr the Blodsteifi, ^or .stQne ,f^r 

|N)i«ted#l^l<H>« 

jgqnpiljr in»i§|*^lc5Mit -are the ;»nci^jl ,if|- 
.i«sij)ti4QP^at ^e J^i^p found ipt^ yAo4: 
i)t|i(& jQ^^,«eDiai^0)e anupg ;iif^ is t)u>tj»t 
>Jfc«g, jin JMtjffas, 1^ «ptta|>h of .cjne ^rton, 
Jft ,iliiMi ^f {f«gal .4X^tion« who felljl^yithe 
rbaodN Hlf /!|Q -affa^Pr J* .is ,ei;^;i^q^ ,in 
3BMaf(e.i»fenrW!»»i»p«n3i 1^ 4rf Fwjk ijei^- 

' * ■ * 

^^(m»T^Q)e9ts i9fe .sMU jpsceserwd.pf J^e 
ima^fi»( t^ta^ ^jff,fffti<^.a8,a.hal,^|^ 
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a few swbrds^ With a* lanee and '• h^HMMt^ 
which aris to be seen at Hlidarencte; 'bM 
ihey are said to possess nothing remaTkilbl# 
in therr form. Sepulchral monnmeiAs^ con- 
sisting of heaps of stoneis, riesemblitig thfe 
cairns of Wal^ and Scotland, are sd&ttist^ 
in small qnahtities over the inland; • ' • -^ 

* * ■ • 

The principal exports of Iceland aredricfd 
ifish/ miitton, lanib and beef, biittfery tklloW, 
train-oil, coarse woollen' doth, stoikinW, 
gloves, ravir wool, sheep-skins, Jawb^irkins, 
fox-skins, dider-doi**, kndf^thefs, t(?#Meh 
in former times was added suBphur. ' Th^^ 
import timber, ffirhing-tackle, various impl6- 
hients of iron,' tobacco, bread, spii4tUou^ li- 
quors, wine, salt, linen/' with other- lifecefr- 
saries of life for the peoplie in gineraly ktkiki 
very few superfluities for the' rifchei** cites *of 
ihhaliitants. At its earliest period f^feM 
appears to Tiave been the rehdezvoiis -for'atl 
the disalKcted and dlscoritented anaohg' tfe 
Norwegians and Danes, and was littfe lit^M^' 
than a nest of pirates ; but after the island 
bad submitted 'to the Kings of Norway, and 
a security was afibirdi^ "to commelrdei .the 
vafst' quantities' of wooty telldtT;! ^\y wA 0th4r 



piodacto .^at were : exported^ btoMght back, 
^o.ilai^ a retmuofthe precious inftals^ that 
i^lwaB jrockcnded a 4esi£^ble situation i^r ad*- 
V^taivers.tojrnake their fortunes in.. Many 
QWCui^rent circumstances after^ands occa- 
iiAiied tbe>decay of this .trade, bat .nothing. 
80 miich as. the .king's usurping the whote 
CQmmeroe c^ the island^ and affi^^ing cer- 
tain prices to all the. produce; so that no 
vwx dared to sell any thing, except to the 
Biijsal.&ctocs^ nor to them at a. price.aboye 
wbit was. stated, in; a printed list that waa 
Qiraiiated; allioyer the island.. A monopoly 
^fjhis naturQfit.firot produced great revenues 
to .the royal t^ea^Ujyy but the people soon bci 
eameiimpoverisb€)4 by.iti and^ l<>Dowiogthff 
mtural course of .things^ the fijiiotprs began 
to oppress the natives and to cheat their 
masJ^MT/ j*o that a^ Ja^tuthe ipro^ts; iwre , not 

fqm^l: IfOi th§ti9xpgnge;ofi fiucb arcoipuiprce. 
The Danish government therefore issued 

Jaod to. be See^': iBut, iif >.tbe island h^ 
sufierefd formerly by the factors, it' suffered 

* The nature of ibe Proclamation^ relative to the 
fltedom of l^ade wUl be seen at Appendix F. of tfaii 
n9^ ifBmse(Bm»tidl ftlmm wseXvmifM^ .a, 



okaeli AMfk^l^ thft w^ssaim Hhit #«to Aop: 
aBfii^td) foih thfo tiiwibitiil frwdbm MiiiiifieA 

(^ Miercbimti^ wh6 enjd)^) undAr eirt«iii 
cr^^»)ati6lfift^ the exetttirive right to tf«d$ with' 
tllft idtod. The nftib^ed wem imit^ th«r 

ships, but tfabs^ cf tliti ic^m(i4n|5 eoiae Yffta^ 

til^ leeladdic |K>rts to traffic. The prit)ci|iil 
jKii^chaser frdm tbe kiu^ did a^ 'e«l^tfllal m^ 
juVy to the iilhithitftftto, hijrinfffQiAti^lilefi^^ 
ftCiActok^y ibf dbth«6 go icito <l^, ^et«b]f 
AfiMltlers W^ ekp6s^ to p^^rbf ^ >*imritv 
Me Wiat^i by so dorfrg/itbt&l;^ i^l^n tltn 
rttW tvodl lio <ii greater {mto^^ ^tffiNl ato«i to hiit^ 
h ^fi^r ftdraM^ by ^iki^fS^ <i^\^*ltttA 
«h6r'nf»hulwct«(irM^od«/^ ^ > 



« i 



In liOtllitig do ihlk 'tMahd^a %x««l «i 
Atidi « ift the cilfii^ ^Of 'tf)«i <C(;«F'ddl'Ft 



*-, 



knay not be upaoo^ljible ^to jriy-rfcadfla»/''-r4« ^III 
enlbvent % la morue rapine dorsale (qu'ils appellent 
fitbd^Datkah) jmqnlt'la ti^iinte'vvertbbkre; au-fleftus 
Ihi iiibtnl)lrir : «me'o^rtbtS»n''leur 1st 'aa^'iae^^eiiMifliiit 
£lle iait que lo^pittlOii te^MMi2[liiA?|pM0pktaeilt^ 



mnrnt^j iiivzxl^ 




prove a |^/g» sT.iBffc^SiW^ f^lSf .*?.:*!^ 



gue I'air p6n^tre mieux dans les patties, oil la cbaic. 




pas. et ne pienhe pas iia mauvais. co^t,. ce qui ea 
cmpecherait la vente. . Aussi les pecheurs exp^rU 



les percent tout pres de la tm josqu au coeur^ ce qui 

pit tout-k-coup ^^couler Ja totkkte da sai^ qui est 

' ■ > \) 111. '. , .» r*. * »%' **• * '• 
.£Ue ^cquieient par-la une plaopheur 
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flf^ j^£>|le At la f^hair en. devient trbs-belle ejb tr^s*- 
apD^tissante.— •• 2 9 —On ^t s^clier les ikies, parce 
qu'on lie les xhange que rarement dans leur fcaicheur. 
*-*3o -^On se met ensuite k preparer la vessie (qu'us 
BOHunent Sicndi^at'en. etles coqamercans etraDffeis Suri'^ 
ffraave) qui consiste en une peaii coriace^ segnbiaplelt 
du cuir,. . EUe a une ligne d*^paisseiu*: elle est par** 
&itement blanche et pleine de liffamens ronds et 
creux. qui la, tiennent attach/6e aux c6tes. EUe est 
situ€e sous rapine dor^aie^ jlans le. ventricule . 4li| 
milieq^ et est commun^ment plein d*air. Comme on 

le pQisson.de TeaUi d^s qull a mordu k rhameconl 
cette vessie se gonfle tellemeht par les secousses^ que 
•*il Tient k se d^tacher^ il flotte longtemps sur 
TeaUj et demeure un certain temps dans cet etat^ 
avant de pouvour y redescendre. Si. on e ventre le 
poisson awitdt j^u*il estp/is^ ^^SP!?^ ii^^^^ un trou 



kP^ 4*iVfify atrppg, ^ jn^fef ;bp .af^qiffl^ 

wJifeij^ fjfrff itH^ .«f ^*pry ^lw9g F^lsb ^p 

add to the comforts of life, and nearly so of 

«iio^^ Ptcim M not; Aaty'f' Protideikc^' at 
Von TrolJ well 4«maife, ** has VTs^ly in- 
** stilled .into the human "Heart, the love.iof 

^^ Vf4iich fire not favored by natoffe id'kh bet 
** choicest blessings, may hot be left without 
'' inhabitant^, itx^^y^^^m^^ J^if^ Vw 

f' native place increases in an inverse ratio 

tvith its having; received favors from na^ 
ture."' 'This is^ indeed^ mpst justly 'appli- 



it 



iMumuoxwRii cat 

ligfMr toliiin, is scBix^fy erar km>vm;tol«fimi 

liif'4*ti}d Jtnd lAritii iti{ii»(taiiiB for \aU IJMk 

fie^tymiciiJc^mAtA cm ti^Ber iiMi in mklw 

«^oii**' .^ -^ • • ' ■ ' ' ' ' •': 

'>••}'.*''• • • 

f Tke first settlers^ l^owever, who ^et^ iam;^ ^oi^ 
ilieir maritinie enterprizes> Msid i^re of a roving 
A^(]pbsftidii. 'iTorwsAd was indac^ to* attempt the 

lite kfpm Xm Rtrtai* fo^h^ lye^ »W« h^ a^ 

1^ A \^(3lfn^ j^,imxingjaxrxfife^ if^ ^ g^e it ,t}i§ 
ni^ne of Greenland. After living there soipe ypfii^ hfii 
returned to Iceland^ and prevailed on several persons 
tb 'go antl settle in this new country. Two towns, 
Gimit And Allie^ vmrt fi>u;|idtd; -^ nmrnti^ ymB 
frp^l^hM. IVa4 'd^^^ted f^p ?8t. r79^a|»f|^ s^b4 ^4)|9 
in(^U^Qts ac^oy|rl«t|geii thp jKijagsjirf J^or^^ -(j^f 
thei^r ^overeigi^s. This <plony subsisted till the year 
lS4Bi when the dreadful pe^tile'nce, called the black 
ieath, oommitted its ravages^ and from that time these 
islftteamlliiiwe^m )!» Itave ^becii -«Am% fiongpUnA.or 
Aqgleetod/ tiio^^Egbde^ toiimMihory t^JSrmdandp 
Ufers prrafti Sbat 'the (wlsde 'icoloay oIb not cwhiiU)r 
tatkiot>oani:!tt«tii ^oafMflf means of gietling .loiit, 
a Hvi»(f9Hi>nsii>f :tfaeBe{>rayagas toefOrecMurid >lhatim 
f osi4a|tair> i«ai&fidi Abni,' ' dmeii ito 1 4be ^ sDuthwanl dii 
ttis 3^tar )100l iby tampesiHiiooS aveatlierj .disconeicd 
lasAi, ffltia^'COtersd wiUiiwood, ^whifih itihassinoB 
been supposed must have been- ^U^r iLabraxkyr or 
Newfoundland ) this was again visited by some of the 
inhabitoats gf C»»iiilii»d>> Hifco. gaife it the name of 



sm iKmoDUcnoN. 

> The employ mehts of . eacb iadmdual Jc^ 
knder are necessarily various^ . since . arttsta^. 
ipasbanics, and people of different pro£esH 
ttions are almost unknown amon^them. . "* J^ 
the winter the care of the cattle is pf ^Uie 
highest importance; the stoutest and most 
healthy^of the men are then occupied in^th^ 
preservation of thpse to which shelter an^ 
dry £bod cannot be afforded at this jnolement 
season^ and it is necessary to temove the 
SHOW as much as possible from the grass^ 
that the beasts may be able to pjropure a sub- 
sistence. however scanty* Other men are 
employed in picking die coarse .wool jrom 
the fine, and manufacturing it into ropes^ 
bridles^ stirrup-straps, and cushions, which 
$ire often u^ed instead of .91^4^??' . T^f 

Yinlandi and estsibliBhed a small ooAony, vUther^ntoi^ 
penons both Greenlanders altd Icelandtoi/iesortedb 
Bat as a more detailed account of the discovery and 
jsClkments. in these two plae^,. altfaoug|i:co|]nfiete(l 
mth . Icelandic historyj would catry.iiii0..b€Qrbnd'jthib 
intended limits of this lotrodncfion* IwiUl begikovr 
to refer my readers to. the £mt vdlume: of :P€r<9*s 
Nortfurn JntiquiHes, for much more interesting infiur* 
wation on this subject. 



atfdprqpare skins for thiit [fishtog^dreftiQ^ 

inidtati others to tnakeioto saddles^; as W^ 

'as thongs to: fiatiften burthens . upon ttic^ 

horses^ and . they foi^e iron into acytb^ 

faorse-^shoes^ aiid difierieiiit kinds' of toolsr. 

The women find abund^t odoupatio^ i^ 

washing the wool^ and in picking, <:arding; 

^nd spinniiSig it; as Iv^l as in knitting 

gloves tad stokkingSyMand in weavidg - or 

d^c^ flannel :^nd . stu& for their Irariolts 

dress^s^ all which they malice ^etnselvsed^ m 

they do their shoes of untanned skia. ;The 

fulling of the cloth falls to the lot of the 

nien* '.'.•. .;;.'■'•. ; iV 

' . I ... J . . / • 

• \ * 

As eirly as the month pf February <»r 
lyfoi^h^ the flishing*steson calls the mQa'is^ 
.atJeast the greater number ^of them tptbe 
bdabt: pothers o^ly .resort thither .in the 
iummer^ when the fishii^ is nearly com- 
ple^edi tod take witb; tbcip»;their butter and 
wadmil to^<^iige:fbr the.fifh, with whioh 
they return loaded. At that time ctf' the 
year^ also/ the Danes are accustomed to 
arrive in the different ports^ and an oppor- 
tunity is thus aflforded tp the natives of 
carrying on a'^Jiltle trade With them. To 
the fishery snoceeds th^; season for dryii^ 



•^ 



Md idraiw^ ihe faak^r^ and anbtfaer ^Mgralatai 
jiAts^ y\03i ^ ^ti^ poorar itihaliiteiits Smm 
^ttbut» purte to attiist <iie fiii'inerft. The 
m/^t^ti-fkhery Md tM eotiting aivd pM- 
serving ^f littdribr winter f ulel are «t the ^tamb 

• • • 

Ih die ^aiituiMMfl aioatiis lib wfeeslMifr 
Yepik^ «r6 dme !to the ^ivt^ags^ the graiff* 
iiffiid is ibiiiutidl, <ahd tbe sbeep are laiilifd 
«nd ><rtit«d dilb^ {for Wkitar^toiie^r Air>ai* 
)|kfcrtatMb, 



• • • 



The more industrious exercise their> )ili'> 
genuity during their leisure hours in the 
HhanttfiKHiEn^ <tf ii^MOas Urtiala ^itt UruB^ 

"HUwty and m^od, «ttdi » ^giidtos^ bMtolA, 
^\hiips, ^rhaMietfts for itHkfAr daMte iaifd 
i^lpesMs, isn<i£n>otes^ &jO.; in alt 4)f :iA^idi 
*ffa«^ dUfdmy ^n.ieitradrdiiiaiy tl^atttiMii iMd 
MllllglttleeU>f wd#k^^ Sboie df^lh^^ «tH^, 

4i<e^Ao^itentlbdtfbibuittlM$« IPha MfottiatMiii* 

^foider^belrgai'mcfi^ts wkH^figuMs^f tfl«(«iti^ 
^ud a^liriiils^ !^iotn^€fnns aad^eoltra. 



9hie ^prit^pA artidlaii uif 4bdd itndUgftlta 
^icelandiirs aire ti^ ^ttad ibotttrt tbe ifkf Viiar 
mrt0ify ^^tan 4tk a^dry ittte ^and iitiMtobltt ; 



iti^liiniiiiTPIWHI ilftA 

^ ■w«(^ ' sttite 'ft ' "V^il^ lelj^ ^ <fifi^- >tt 

'fitfgfe 'Wrtchng m ^^(iriaKdi M Wli <lf 

ifty* a store ofTHife' ButtiffJ wimJnHrtik^jMBIwa 

idhg> t>y Wr W "^ <Ket '^}>/'^>-vAb 
thence distributed ai£l^ 'ttielobift'^i^ 
eitous of the natives in seasons of famine 
*dr ski^ity; 'BfHkf <Jii knt^Sima'Hfttb ^$^, 

imit ^ '^ifderpje %Ub>pii«)!b^'W^f«tafl<ft. 
^fireBh'tfeftVe'}t2s'\iii3'%^%'H<^^; «9l)e 

''S^^ef "^ ^itfte^'Bbiim to '!Jhe ^lisft% 

^d!t^r'l^^''6r<ittHbekB 'art;] 'fyeuMd'U^ 

'tthljr '!>^'d^ 'to'ilfe ^teiMe %f 'ilfe' ^^^Sittr 

«Ias9 of people. Birds of various kinds. 



«^qpmallj; water-^fowl aad ;Ae ku^rpiibaff . 
blt^Bts of the deep^ rare of course; bijLtocqijr: 
sioQally procured and c^uuot be tfi^ea,iii\^, 
account, while speaking of ihe g^eral Ufio^e 
of subsidence of the' IcelMuiers, ^xiy^wa^ 
tban thei ^native vegetable productionif w^ipj^i 
iare: ooeasionaHy pf^paned for f^od ; . such, as 
the; Angelica , JtrchangeU^Oy Cochk^riaSf 
RumicpSj ^and Dryu^ pctppetafa^, .witb J^ 
\ cbem *aM JFiici of twa or three kinds^ . The. 
Z#cAm,;ifAs^»<%iis;alqM. js ^ome^imes ^i^e^teipL 
ia, oyisid^rj^^ qu|^nt%;, bift mo^ i& e^ 

. r Of th^ ai^qftut of tlie jp^gul^on of, Iq^ 
.l(i^,in,evly,ti«^^ i aip jignor^^, 
.for .^s s^e sortofi^s^pfi^^ .^lg^ay,,bp^^^i^^ 
£fqm what is mentio^i^ by ifl|n^^iii;Jpi^tlt 
^;tt four bundrad people pakl tri1p«te Mv^tb^ 
year 1090 ; but in this ;niin^r <neitben 
won^% (Children, nqr ..{wjr J^fiTI^ i^P^j^^f 
In tb^ fourteenth centui;y ft dr^^f^l u^^fl^)'^ 
Cfldied jtlpie. spr^edody. or black^^^h^ Js n^> 
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bibi^iiit ftom off th^ isltYid; to that, Mm- 
I^beMiiVe m are the lintmls of Iceland^ this 
di^ibstance in. otnitCeil in them^ and it hi 
ttiehee infeired that no person of abilit;^ 
iftrmed to record it. ITie years 16&7, t^8, 
aAhI 1699 were remarkable for the mortality' 
ciuiaed by ISmiine, and the year 1707 fer the 
dcistraeiibfli of twenty thousand inhabitakita 
by^ this smatl-pox; yet ^'1753 Horrebow 
eMiiiiates the population at eighty thousand^' 
atod VonTroil in 1772 at sixty thousand; 
bnt» in consequence of the trentiendons emp- 
tibn of Skaptar-Joijcol in 178S and other utii-' 
ibrtniiate events, the number is now reduced 
W forty-eight thousand. Independe n tly cf 
the destructive efl^ts of roleanoei^, disease/ 
and famine, which so often ravage the island;' 
tlfe^qiiantity tif those who die in their infiaincy 
fer wtot of proper nourishment is extremef. 
It'ts remarked^ that Barderstfand %s,8el in 
the year 1749 contained three thousand in-^ 
bahitasits^ but that in the short space of 
tfnriaeii years (in 1763) this -amounlf was 
diminished to two thousand one huitdi'ed 
and seventy-five. From the poverty of this 
districi; the want of necessary nutriment for 

* Voyage en hlaiid§, 

h 
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young children i$ increased;, an4 t)P!^<M)Mpd«; 
of the number born are 8fippos64 tQ.^t^iatkr 
in the cradle. It ^ekloin l^ppen^^^h^^ fi^pj 
of twelve or fifteen cbiMrep,, lif bich^ \\^t 
women sometimes produce^ :Qpe-|^lf<(}f >y;i^{ii<* 
live^ and more commonly o^Iy . two - Qt tht^j 
are brought up to manhood^ though. ^^&t pf) 
t))ose survive that arq preserved thr9mg^ttheip) 
first or second year* ; What makes this pi^f iodi 
so peculiarly fatal^ is the custom thfltpre*^ 
vails among the women of not ^uqklijag ith^irt: 
infants, at all, or at most only fo^ ^. f^vv. jt^aysj ] 
after which they feed them with cow's ; pi ilk>* 
which is tak^n thrpugh a quill with c^ jpiQi^t 
of rag fastened ' to ope end for th^ f^k^ qf) 
softness to the m9^th*, [)..;} 

The Icelanders in general do jiot attaw t^) 
an advanced period of lijEe, though many^ lif e^ 
to the age of seventy and enjoy a go^d^ s^t|i 

* A similar ttlethod of feeding infants is mentlon^a 
by LianflBUS^ in his Lachesis LappwUca, Wh^n bewas iii 
hyckstle Lapland^ he ssiys,^*! jr^marked thM aU t&# 
>^men hereaboats feed their infaiDts by means pf ^ 
horn^ nor do they take the trouble of boiling the fnilk 
which they thus administer^' so that, ^ no wonder 'the 
children have worms. I coultf^not help tleingastonhheil 
that these peasants did not suckle, their children**. 
V. I. p. 178. 



»f hfesikh ; but this is among the higher 
(^ss ttf people.' The nutriment of the poor 
iiiitf thefr nojanner of IJting is unfavorable to 
tebgititjr,' indepenidently of the dreadful 
ci^taneoUs diseases) ' to tvhich they are sub* 
jecti SctfrVy, leprosy, and elephantiasis are 
HW> Vrh^r^^ perteaps, more prevalent; «and 
ttfey »are'^ likewise, according to. Vqn Tmil^ 
. jpeculiMy ^fiKcted with St. Anthonys fire,, 
thte jaund^e^ pleurisy^ and lownessof spirits^ 

-". ^' ■> . .• r • . i . ■ . ' \ •: 

^ Ttfe climate of Iceland is not sa titled as 
that of ^qual latitudes upon continents. la 
tfa'i winter the inhabit«(nts are 'exposed to 
frequtot 'aiid ^^udden thaws, and in the 
tniddte ^of summer almost as much so to 
Irhow, frost, and cold, so severe as effectually 
io previent all cultivation. The year I809 
l¥a&^ particularly unfavorable: I recollect that 
in the? early part of that summer Fahren- 
keitfs thermometer varied in the coarse of 
the day fi^m about 41^ to 45^, seldom 
ming to 60^, and only once to €0°. Mr* 
feavigniac, however^ assured me, that at 
Heikevi^ one day the* thermometer, exposed 
to thesun, msetoaoo/'.' In tbe>beginning 
of August there, wetie. severe frosts, and much 



fUd^fell in the vallks AM plflint^ 0veit in 
the ino$t tetnperate parti bf th6 islafld* in 
eomMon stesonis "i^ the chuag^ thi^, %ll« 
))Itee in th^ Btttk>sp)wre ip th^ ckmrsfr.of th# 
t^^nty-foor houi^ are vpry eittraoi^inarys 
since it often happens diat after a night of 
hard frost the th^rmonieter m)\ in thf^ day 
rise to 70\ During the wiiAer of tb» 
year 1348^ the annafs of the ^untiy tetate 
that the sea was fit>2en all round ihe eoasCli 
find that a person might ride on horsebacl^ 
up<>n the ice from dne Capk to amother jHsfoss 
all the gttiphs and bays' in th^ islanid* 1q 
Febtuary^ I7S5^ the therfnoitiefeer . ior th9 
southern' qi^artei' of the icountty^ feU to 7*« 
In 1754^ on January 13tb^ it waa at Ofi 
06 February ISth, 8^ on the Uth of 
March U^ on December 6th, U^*"; and 
on the 12th of the following Fdt^ruary^ L^^l 
even in the month of May, in theaaipe yearj 
the frosts Mf^re so severe that in one nigflfl 
time water iii the neighborhood of the sen 
w&s frozen an kich and half in thickn^s. Ice? 
islanxis in the years )6|5, |^g, l683^ aad 
16»|9&' came round totiie south coastj wbielt 
is by no means an usaal circmnsla^c^ 



i Tiki ribrflvenk fnrt of: the bland is^ ia$ toty 

he tdadxkitA^ expofted to milch, oipre mrere 

:w(ath»thi»i the sonthem?** Ycgi^tatnin if 

mbsLiSity'yr and the herbage diflSeuH t0 he dried 

lor .l»jr. The qiiuititjr of fliMing ice dkiv^i 

lijr> the westerly arid north-^a4erly y^iwi$ 

Ibom Ae ooast of Grcaernland is prpdigpoui^ 

«nd not only ffils ^H |:he.bEiyi^. I^i enters 

Ifae iei to that ettenfe from the ishnitfe. that 

lUhe ey«^. cannot trace its bouodaty ft<m th^ 

lugbest smntnit of. the mottDtai|ii», Tb^e 

. wtiseB of ke^ known by the naitte of ite- 

. Iklandsy are so laijs^e that a; body Of ais;ty 

ttr eighty fathoms in tbicknesi is sunk be* 

^Awthe level of tiie Water^ and a. height of 

^iAaA^r teises rises aboire it Their obotion i$ 

'rapM^ and they ava qftea drived tf%e.ther 

• i^ the aea . with so tremendoni a crash 

: iAat the report is heard, at an immense 

>dttstanGe, snd with sacb forcie^ tfaat^ ae* 

r eordiog to.Povelseh and Olafsep^ the pieces 

of float-wood that they ibting vrtth them, 

iiive beeii known to take fire^ in consequence 

sf the friftkjpw It is ^ sin^lar fa^t^ that^ 

iaaikff^ iis.tll^a^ joerjlsbnds contiifu^ ftoatin|^ 
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^boutiQ the iocean^ ' the .*wefitfaa Ik ^fickk iand 
iBtonny^ and the curr^ ^nd ib&.:atid flour 
of the tide are all in disorder and cDofudioai 
l>ut^ a& soon as tiiiey. becdme siatioDH^y in 
the gu}ph$ and inleta, and the i waters. have 
<3arried away the smaller detached pieces^ 
•nature returns to its accustomed state, of 
order and regularity; vthe Wieatber growing 
<!alm in the country, and the aiF>thidk: and 
loaded with fc^s,- though at the aa^le^tiaie 
^companied ' by a moist and penetrating 
tk>ld. Among the^ inconveniences arisiiMg 
from the Arrival of' this ao^^ besides the 
-^cessive cold which jdestrc^s vegetation and 
cattle^ is t<k be reckoned the opportunity 
it iafibrds for the white bears of Greenland 
to visit' the country^ which they .occasbn^ 
ally ^ d« in alarming numbers^ i and : render 
it necessary fdv tlie natives to assemble in 
parties for .the purpose of destroying them> 
lest 9o unwelcome a visitor should fix htm«- 
•self petinafnendy* among them* 



i 



In mentioning^ the general face of tfce 
country, I cannot do better than copy J the 
exclamation of Von Troil on his arrival. 
*^ Imagine to yourself an island^ which froin 
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^d to ttife ^Qtheir. pinesilits tcr^hr ifiewi 
qnly; barren ftiottntAin9ir whose summits arct 
co^^iewd with^^tQtnal^now^ and jbefweeh theoi'' 
^etds: divided by vitHfied cli€fs, Whose high 
smd sbsirp points: s^nh to vie with each! 
other : tp ' 4^pt%^^ you of the sight of* a> 
little gi^ss.^hioh- scantily springs up among: 
them^ . Tbe^ satoe dreary itocks/ likewise 
OQMea} the fevtr- scattered habitations of IlKr 
i}ati¥0.t^ ;9rnd no.: where does a : single tree 
appiear ' which might afford shelta* to friendr 
s^ip and innecence. The prospect before 
us^ though not plfasin^ . was QnoQminp% 
wd, surprising* Whatever we saw i»o^ 
the marks of devastation, and oQr leyQpi 
accustomed to behold the pleasing ,coast% 
of England, now saw nothing but the 
vestiges r (tf 'the operation of a -fire, heftfen 
knows how ancient!" Of jthe mountain^ 
of Iceland, some are composed of loose 
fragments of .rock to their very . summit^ 
while others apparently retail their pri^ 
mseval form and nature, lying ia horizontal 
Mrata. The height of a very' few has Tbefeit 
accurately ascertained; and these, though 
said to, measure nearly seven thousand feet 

• •••sir*. •*«•» 

of elevation^ are by no means the lojfikiest 



in the ishnd. GeklM i^nd Blaa4el Jdkul 
tevrer onar the rest in the soathera quarter, 
where Heela, also, is sitttatcd, more temark-^ 
aUe for the frequency of its eruptions dian fer 
its height) which is onfy about five thousand 
feet. The western quarter of the island con* 
tsins, among other vast mountains, Saoefel 
jfik«;il*, well known to all navigators along 
Ihat coast, mord by its vicinity to fhe^ 
sea, than its great elevation; and Bonla, 
conspicuous for its singularly conical form. 
Lange and Hofs-Jdkul sire the loAi^C . m 
tfie northern division of the country; and 
in the eastern Klofa, Skaptar, and 'I\>rf 
Jdkttl, * the latter esteemed the most stupen- 
dous in the whole island. 

• ■ 

Rivers and fresh^water lakes abound; the 
latter of very considerable extent and wdl 

^ Snoefiil Jftkul> which I have ia the course of my 
Journal^ stated, upon the authority of Eggert Olafiien, 
to ba semk thousand feet ia deratioii, has been aseer* 
tained by Sir George Mackenaie to be only Ipur 
thousand five handred and fifty eight feet high. His 
observation is also confirmed by the calculations of the 
two Danish officers who are employed in surveying the 
coasts. 



%upp)ied with fish ; the former, though ' of 
^sufficient width in mSiiy instances to admit 
df navigation, are tod much obstructed by 
tocks and shallow^ td he erfi ployed to thi& 
important object. The bays and harbors are 
both numerous and sife, though their en- 
trances are but httle known, except by thosfe 
who are frequently in the habit of visiting 
the coasts. 

The annals of the island describe the 
country, than which nothing Can possibly 
be now more bare, as having been once e^ 
veredwith impervious forests ; and tbe'qaaA- 
tity of bog- wood and surturbrand wHichis 
ccHitinualiy dug up affords the most decisive 
proof in favour of the truth of such adsidf- 
tion.* Even now, too, the name remains, 
though the reality has long ceased td do so^ 
«nd places are called forests that produce 
only a few miserable and stunted birches. 
AIL attempts of recent tinles to cultivate 
even the most hardy trees have proved inef- 
fectual, so that for his necessary supply of 
wood the Jqelander is obliged whplly to de-^ 
pead uposn; impcMrta,tlao froiiA. Nor^way, e^f- 
oepting only whabhe gets from the northern 
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-and eastern coasts of hi? own kland, where 
much timber is frequentjy.cast by the waves 
of the sea, conveyed^ as it is supposed, by 
the winds and currents from North America. 

The natural history of the island, its vol-^ 
canoes, its sulphur-springs, and its bpiling 
fountains, are spoken of so much at large in 
the Journal and Appendix that it is needless 
in this place to mention them. Those who 
may be desirous of more information on any 
of the points here glanced at, I beg to refer 
to the able works of Von Troil and Pqvelsii^Q 
and Olafsen; for these pages, to use the 
words of the most popular poet of our days, 
<^ are but a tale of Iceland^ s Isle^ and not a 
history" 



jflaksworthj December 9, 1812, 
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FridayV Early this moi^ning^ the Margaret 
* and Anne, Captain Liston^ bound for 
Reikevig in Icelandy being ready for sea, and 
my luggage having been previously sent on 
board, Mr. JPhelps, Mr. Jorgensen, and my- 
self embarked from Gravesend. From the 
excellent accommodation which the vessel 
afforded, and the pleasant society of the two 
condpanions of my voyage, I flattered myself, 
and aot in v&in, with as agreeable an ex- 
cursion as the nature of the circumstances^ 
would allow. Friday, however, being consi- 
densd by all sailors as an unlucky day to 
commence a voyage, our people were so tar- 
dy in their preparations to get under way, 

VOL. I. B 



2 GRAVESEND. 

that^ before noon^ a violent hurricane^ which 
came on and continued all day^ obliged us 
to keep bur station ; at l^t, as much so as 
the storm would permit; for we dragged our 
anchors a considerable distance. The howliog 
of the wind among the rigging, joined to the 
sight of a number of large vessels that were 
driven onshore^ and of boats in distress in every 
direction upon the river, did not strike us with 
very pleasing sensations, although we were 
riding in perfect safety: to add to the^ scene, 
a house close to the shore was discovered to 
be in flames. Towards evening the storm 
Saturday, abated, and early the next morning, 
June 3. y^'^^Y^ ^ charming breeze, we. sailed 

down the river; and, while looking with 
delight on the green and fertile shores, we 
thought of the far different appearance of 
those more striking scenes of fire and devas- 
tation, which Von Troil, in his Letters on 
Iceland, had taught us to expect in that 
country. In the after part of the day the 
wind increased, and, towards night, blew so 
violently, that our captain thought it most 
prudent to come to an anchor in Hollesley 
Bay, and, in the morning, to fire a signal for 
a pilot. When the violence of the storm had 
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jtoc^T* abated the next morning, a boat 
came off to inform us, there was no 
pilot to be had ; therefore, with a more fre- 
quent us6 of the lead, the captain determined 
to pass the sands off the coasts of Norfolk 
and Suffolk without one. Having cleared 
these, we steered more to the eastward, and 
soon lost sight of land. When we were about 
seventy miles from the shore, a Willow-wren, 
Motacilla Trochilus, was observed flying 
about the rigging of our vessel, and, soon 
after, a female Black-cap, Motacilla atrica^ 
pilla ; and, when we were still further out 
at sea, Hirundo domestica and H. Apus 
were skimming about us, and every now and 
then resting upon our ropes. These birds 
were probably driven from our own coasts 
by the late strong westerly gales, as it is too 
late for the regular migration of these, our 
summer visitants. On the third morning of 
.our losing sight of land, Hirundo urbica 
settled upon our rigging, and seemed much 
fatigued. We had, from the time of our 
leaving Hollesley Bay, so fine and so favor- 
Wednesday, ^^^^ wiud, that ou the Wednesday 
June 7. morning I was called from my cot, 
and asked if I knew the coast which was in 
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sight. I immediately recc^ised Wick Cas- 
tle^ in Caithness^ standing upon a rocky pe* 
ninsula^ and we soon descried Wick itself* 
From SleigOy an adjoining village^ we took 
on board two pilots^ and, with great rapid- 
ity^ passed the three extraordinary conical 

and insulated rocks, called the Stacks of 

• • • 

Duncansby. Here, we calculated that we 
had run seven hundred miles, and six hund- 
red and twenty-two of these in three days. 
The Orkney Islands were, in a great mea«- 
sure, obscured from our view, as we dashed 
through the Pentland Frith^ by a thick fog, 
in which most of them were enveloped. We 
could, however, distinguish Stroma, South 
Ronaldsha, and Hoy, and, in the latter island, 
the hospitable seat of Colonel Moodie, at 
Melsetter. Opposite to it, on the Caithness 
coast, whilst viewing the venerable residence 
of the Earls of Caithness, I recollected the 
hearty welcome and kind assistance that 
Mr. Borrer and myself received there, from 
the present hospitable proprietors, but nine 
months before, when we were rambling over 
these northern parts of Scotland. Near to 
Mey Castle was the Church of Caninsby, 
and, on the opposite side, the steep clifis of 
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Dunnet Head. When we had got out of 
the frith, a clearer atmosphere gave us a view 
of the Paps of Caithness, in the south-east : 
in the south, was the fine conical hill, called 
Ben-y-Graeme ; and, in the south-west, the 
great mountains of Ben Hope and Ben Luyal, 
in Sutherland, No sooner had we passed the 
frilh, and got to the westward of the Orkney 
Islands, than we were becalmed, and conti* 
nued so for two days ; Hoyhead and the Old 
Man of Hoy, a singular rock near the shore, 
being most of the time in sight. On the 
Thu^day. Thursday, a THnga, which appear- 
June 8. ed to me a new species, flew on 
board quite exhausted, and was taken. From 
this time calms or bad winds, and frequently, 
heavy squalls, attended us, so that we made 
but slow progress. About the l(our of mid- 
Wcdnesday, ^^^ght, ou the 1 4th, wc dcscried land 
June 14. jj^ ^jjg horizon, or rather snow, for, 

as we approached it, we could discover no- 
thing but mountains of prodigious magni- 
tude, covered on every side with snow, and 
most distinctly seen, from being backed by 
a dark cloud, though at the distance, as we 
computed, of fifty miles. On the highest 
ridge cf these mountains were some huge 
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angular and projecting precipices^ which cast 
a deep shadow on the white snow, when the 
early rays of the sun were striking upon 
them, breaking the uniformity of such an 
extended outline. ITiis range of mountains we 
afterwards discovered to be'Klofa J5kul (Jokul, 
pronounced Yuckul, meaning a range of snow 
mountains), in the south-eastern part of Ice- 
land, and Mr .-Phelps and I gazed upon it with 
astonishment and delight, till a late hour in 
the morning. Such a scene was quite novel to 
us, and the circumstance of our contemplat-^ 
ing it all night long did not at all diminish 
its eflect. To the north-east of this, we saw 
a long stretch of nearly level land, of, com- 
paratively, no great elevation, but every 
where covered with snow, and only here 
and there interrupted by a rugge4 moun- 

Thursday, ^^"^ whosc sidcs werc of a very 
June 15. ' j^jg gg^^g jjj^ following night, 

we passed within sight of a flat extent of 
land, which appeared to be about twenty 
miles from us, and on which, by the help of 
our glasses, we could plainly discern a num- 
ber of buildings; but we could never learn 
what place it was. I do not recollect ever 
ftfter, except at Reikevig, seeing so many 
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June^i6. ^^^^^ together in Iceland, r About 
two o*clock the . next mornings we 
dbcoVered Westman's Islies, or ¥estnianna^ 
eyneir, as the natives'callthem. These islands 
are so named^ from the circumstance of some 
Irish fugitives, who had killed their master^ 
having escaped to th^n in a.d. 8/5 ; for the 
Irish and Scotch were both called by the an- 
cient Norwegians Vestmen. According to Po* 
velsen atid Olafsen^ some places in the^ prin- 
cipal^ and the only inhabited, island, are still 
known by the names of these Irish run- 
aways. The whole groupe appears perfectly 
barren, and they rise to a vast height, and 
of the strangest shapes, perpendicularly from 
the sea. We had a magnificent view, as we 
fmssed close by them with a light breeze, 
which, however, was scarcely sufficient, in 
our captain's opinion, to take us out of the 
force of the currents, which run here with 
great velocity. As we proceeded, the differ- 
ent sides which came to our view presented 
different shapes and appearances ; in some, 
these sides hung over the deep, as if they 
would fall every instant; others had a perfo- 
ration at their bottoms, through which a boat 
under- sail might pass : all of them were of a 
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dark brown color^ but whitened in places by 
the dung of the immense quantity of birds 
which constantly frequent them. In the af*- 
temoon, we . saw other Jdkuls^ which ware 
covered with snow^ and extended in uninter* 
rupted lines almost as iar as our sight could 
reach. Hence^ we bore a little more to the 
southward^ in order to double a dangax>us 
chain of rocks running out from the south. 
^Lst comer of Iceland^ and called the Fugle 
Skiers. We soon lost sight of our snow 
mountains^ and^ instead of feasting our eyes 
with these wonders of the northern regions, 
had to encounter three days of almost inces** 
sant squalls, sleet, rain, and a most boisterous 
sea. When, at length, we supposed we had 
sailed far beyond the outermost rock (for we 
gave it a birth of twenty^five miles), we 
steered to the northward, and reckoned the 
next morning upon entering the great bay of 
Faxa-fiord. We were all thrown into con-^ 
fusion, however, by Mr. Jorgensen's acci« 
dentally looking out a-head, and discovering, 
within a few ininutes sail, some breakers 
dashing over a sunken rock directly in our 
course. He immediately gave orders for put* 
ting the vessel about, and flew himself, with 
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the greatest alertness, from one part of the 
deck to anoliier, to assist, by his own exer- 
tions, where fear or hurry prevented the com- 
mon sailors from doing their duty. Although 
it blew a gale of wind, so that, in getting 
iabout, our decks were completely washed by 
the seas, yet, it was done so rapidly, that no 
one, excqpt Mr. Jorgensen, knew the extent 
of the danger, till we had escaped from it. 
Unfortunately, almost at the same time the 
wind shifted, and we were obliged to beat 
about to the southward for two days, befdre 
we could get round this dangerous reef, 
which was not laid down in any of our 
Tuesday, <^harts. At length, with more favor- 
jimc 20. ^Y)}e weather, on the 20th we entered 
Faxa-fiord, and steered pretty nearly due 
east, to get into Reikevig Bay. On our right 
was a long flat extent of land, which is caU 
led Guldbringue Syssel, or District: from it, 
rose several insulated mountains, and one of 
a remarkably conical figure, but none of any 
Wednesday, great height. Early on the follow- 
June 31. jj^g morning, as we continued our 
course, other larger mountains came in view, 
pn the mist's clearing away; and, after an in- 
terval of several hours from the time of our 
iiring the signal, we saw a boat, with some 



10 REIKEVIG BAY. 

pilots oa boards approach us. We were de^ 
lighted at seeing some new faces^ in spite of 
their nastiness and stench; and their gro-* 
tesque appearance afforded us much amuse- 
ment. I cannot say that I observed any thing 
strikingly peculiar in their features: their 
faces were mostly broad^ and^ as to color^ none 
of the fairest. Their stature was in general 
small^ but one or two of them were rather 
tall^ and, I think, not much less than six 
feet high. Some had pretty long beards^ 
while others had as much only, as would 
remain after the operation of shaving had 
been performed with a blunt knife, or a pair 
of scissars : as to their hair, it was altc^ther 
in a state of natui^e, untouched by a comb, 
and hung over their backs and shoulders; 
matted together, and visibly swarming with 
those little vermin, and their eggs*, which arc 



* Much, and universally as the common people of 
Iceland are infested with these troublesome creatures, 
and greatly as they are sometimes distressed for food, 
I never saw or heard of their applying them to that 
use, which Kracheninnikow observes is common among 
the Kamtchadab, of whom he says, " Ces peuples sont 
remplis d'une si grande quantite de vermine, qu* en 
soulevant leurs tresses, ils ramassent la vermine avec la 
va^au, la mettent en un t^, et la mangent/' Vol. i. p.21 . 
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the constant attendants of that part of the 
human body^ when cleanliness is neglected. 
Their dress was simple enough, and warm ; it 
consisted of a woollen shirt, a short waistcoat, 
and a jacket of coarse blue cloth or wadmal, 

and still coarser trowsers of the same nia- 

• 

terials, but undyed : the buttons were mostly 
of horn, and were, probably, from Denmark. 
Their stockings were of coarse worsted, and 
their shoes made of seal or sheep skin. Their 
gloves, toOi were of the same materials as the 
stockings, that is to say, knitted worsted, 
made without divisions for the fingers, but hav- 
ing two appendages on each of them for the 
thumb: by this contrivance, when a boatman, 
in rowing, feels his hands galled, from the 
inside of his glove being wet and dirty, he 
turns the glove on the same hand, and has a 
dry and clean side against the palm. An 
Iceland hat is well contrived to keep the rain 
from the neck and shoulders; for it is fur- 
nished with an immense brim, which hangs 
down behind, in a manner not much unlike 
that which our London porters to the coal 
vessels make use of, but is equally large before. 
This, and the buttons, appeared to be the only 
sirticles of th^ir dress which were of foreign 
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manufacture. In the common conversation, 
which they held, in the Danish language, 
with Mr,9 Joi^ensen, they seemed to be much 
animated, and had a great deal of action with 
their hands and heads; but as often as any 
thing was said or offered to them which gave 
them pleasure, they made it apparent by 
scratching and rubbing themselves violently, 
and writhing their body so as to cause it to 
chafe against their clothes; thereby indicating 
that they were sorely afflicted with a com- 
plaint, said, with what truth I shall not pre- 
tend to determine, to be very troublesome in 
the northern parts of our own island. These 
poor creatures swallowed the provisions that 
we gave them, with a most voracious appe- 
tite, and, by means of their excellent sets 
of teeth, our hardest biscuits were soon re- 
duced to a digestible state. With our snuff 
and tobacco* they were highly pleased, and 

* This passion for snuff and tobacco is prevalent 
among all the northern nations. I had frequent op* 
portunities of observing it, during my tout's in tha 
Highlands of Scotland ; and Linnaeus has s€Hne<!uriQua 
remarks on the subject^ in his Flora Lapponica, where 
he says, p. 310> '^ Ceterilm apnd innocenti3simos Lap* 
pos innotuit pessimus mos pulvere Nicotianse nai*es 
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e?en bpys of fourteen or fifteen yeiqrft of 
age held out their hands for a piece of 
tobaeco, whilst I was dividing some^imongst 
the men. They invited us in their turns 
to partake of their snuffy but when they 
presented their boxes^ we were at a loss 



saturandi, ut tiec vir nee femina nee puer sit, cui non 
in bi^rs^ tufeit pyxis pro pulvere ol^actono tabacii pro 
tabaco conscisso ad auff^Dpigiuxn'> pro coipxninuto ad 
morsulas. Sed notes velim condimenta; n'on enim. 
simplex pulvis Nicotianse sternutatorius sufficit naso 
ditiomm^ sed pulvere Castorei saturatus erit> quo 
Tehdnentius, gratius^ salubrius spiret, licet nullam 
io-Lai^n}^ hystericam viderim^ hinc in loco natali 
venditur communit^r integer folliculus Castorei tribua 
florenis^ vel^ quod idein> unico rhenone." This cus- 
tom^ however^ is not confined solely to northern 
countries -, for> in the town of Leetakoo^ in Africa^ in 
latitude 26^ 30^^ souths (according to the account 
written by some travellers who penetrated into that 
country^ and published by Mr. Barrow,) the practice 
of snuff- taking is said to be peculiarly agreeable to 
the natives. " This article is composed of a variety 
of stimulaAt plaats, dried and rubbed intodust^ which 
is usually mixed with wood ashes -, of this mixture they 
take a quantity in the palm of their hand, and draw 
it into their nostrils through a quill, or reed, tUl the 
tears trickle down their cheeks. Children, even, of 
four or five yeara of age, may be observed taking snuff 
in this manner/' Voyage to Cochinchina, p. 395. 
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how to get at a pinch; for their boxes* 
are shaped generally like a small flask^ with 
an extremely narrow neck and mouth, which 
is stopped by a plug or peg of wood, fastened 
by its upper end to the neck of the box by 
means of a piece of string. The sides are carved 
with ornaments of various kinds, and inlaid 
very neatly with brass or silver: at the bot- 
tom, hf means of a larger hole, which is 
closed by a screw, the snuff is admitted into 
the box, and our pilots soon shewed us their 
method of getting it out for use, which was, 
by holding their heads back, and inserting 
into one of their nostrils the mouth of the 
box; when, by two or three geqtle shakes, 
a sufficient quantity is admitted into the 
nose, to produce the desired eflfect. Nothing 
more was then required, but to wipe away 
the superfluous particles from the nose, by 
drawing the back of the hand across it. How- 
ever, this is not the only, although the ge- 

* Their shape mighty perhaps, be more aptly com- 
pared to a pair of bellows in miniature^ or to an Eng- 
lish pounce-box, some of which I have seen with flat 
•ides considerably like them, but smaller. The middle 
part of an Icelandic snuGT-box is made of wood> the 
neck and screw of brass. 
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« 

neral method of making use of their chief 
luxury; for the more moderate snuff-takers 
will be satisfied by shaking some upon the 
back of their hand^ and then inhaling it with 
their nostrils; or by expanding the fore fin- 
ger and thumbs so as to form a little pit or 
hollow at the base* of the thumbs which will 
contain half a nostril-full : but, by this me- 
thod, more is wasted. It is, perhaps, one 
of the most disagreeable features among the 
generality of the Icelanders, both men and 
women, that their nostrils are always over- 
flowing with this precious dust The in- 
formation which these men gave us was, that 
the governor of the island. Count Tramp, 
had just arrived in his ship, the Orion, from 
Denmark, and, that a man of war, from 
England, had but two days previous left 
Reikevig, where she had been staying some 
time, and had been entering into an agree- 
• ment with the governor about permitting thei 
island to trade with the English. In a few 
hours, we came within sight of the islands 
about Reikevig, which appeared to be pretty 
well clothed with grass, and to have on them 
both liouses and cattle. Along the shore, 
also, were here and there scattered a few 
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cottages^ which^ on account of their being 
covered with turf^ were not easily distin- 
guishable from the ground they stood dpon, 
and, sometimes, only by the superior luxuri- 
ance of vegetation. Another boat was now 
seen coming from the shore, in which were 
Mr. Savigniac, an agent for Mr. Phelps, who 
had spent the winter there, and a Mr. Be- 
treyers, a Danish Merchant, who could speak 
a little English. While these gentlemen were 
talking over commercial affairs below, I kept 
upon deck, watching, with my telescope, every 
little object as it came in view. The hpuse of 
the physician, Doctor Clog (pronounced CIo), 
a neat white building, covered with boards, 
was pleasantly situated upon a flat grassy pe- 
ninsula, and, a little beyond it, we discovered 
the small town of Reikevig. The most coaI- 
spicuous feature in this town was a pretty 
large white building, roofed with boards, 
which, I concluded, was the residence pf the 
governor, but was surprised on being told it 
was the work-house, or house of correction. 
On drawing nearer, however, it was not such 
a comfortable place as it appeared in the 
distance, and the houses in the town,^hich 
we had a good view of, as we came to an 
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tnchoir in the harbor^ exhibited a more fa^ 
vorable exterior. A long line of building9» 
principally warehouses^ and all made of 
wood^ fronted the sea. The church was dis- 
tinguished by its being of stone^ and coirered 
with tiles> and by having a small steeple^ or 
little square wooden tower, for its two bells. 
On each side of these buildings, nmong the 
rocks, which on every side surround the 
town, were scattered miserable huts, but lit- 
tle raised above the level of the groundi 
although none of them are really formed 
under ground^ nor, indeed, are any in tha 
island so, as has been generally supposed. 
About three in the afternoon, we came to an 
anchor at a short distance from the town» 
close by the Orion, and, at four, we went on 
shore, landing upon a beach wholly formed 
of decomposed lava, of a black color, and> ia 
someplace, almost as fine as sand: here^ t 
sort of moveable jetty$ made of fir planksy 
was pushed a little way into the sea, that we 
might not wet ourselves, and, at least, a hund- 
red natives, principally women, welcomed us 
to their island, and shouted on our laiKling. 
Th^e good folks did not gaze on us with 
^L. 1. c 
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mote pleasure^ than ws did upon tli^m. It 
Was now the seasoh for drying fisb^ and tb^ 
Wete endployed in this operation at the time 
of our ari-ival. Some were turning those that 
were laid out to di^y upon the shore ; another 
groupe was carrying, in hand-barrows> the 
fish from the drying place to a spot higher 
tip thfe beach, where other persons were em* 
|)loyed in packing them in great stacks, and 
pressing them down with stones, to maka 
them flat. Most of this business was per- 
formed by wonaeri, some of whom were very 
stout and lusty, but excessively filthy, and, 
as we passed the crowd, a strong and very 
rancid smell assailed our noses. The first 
peculiarity about the women, which strikes 
the attention of a stranger, is the remarkable 
tightness of their dress about the breast, where 
the jacket is, from their early infancy, alwayH 
kept so closely laced, 'as to be quite flat, a 
practice which, while it must be s^ great in* 
tonvenience to themselves, entirely ruins their 
figure in the eyes of those who come from a 
Jilore civilized part of the world. Their dress 
is not otherwise unbecoming, except thai 
the waist is too long, and, from its warmth^ 






it mu8t be welt cmited td tibe col<}neflb of thb 
clikiaate. Upcm their heads, in their workings 
or oommon^ dress, they wear a blue woollen 
6ap, with a long point, which hangs down 
hy the side of the head, and is terminated 
hy a taBsel> nearly resemblidg such as is 
wom by many of our horse-soldiers, in their 
undress uniform, and this tassel is o^n orna* 
meiited with silver wire« When they have 
this head-^ress^ their long and dirty hair is 
mrffered to hang over their shoulders to a 
great length ; but not so^ when the FaUur, 
or dress^cap^ is womi then the hair is care* 
ftiUy tucked up> so that none of it is seen. 
As, howevo*, I shall confine myself at present 
to the dress of those females whom I saw at 
work when I landed, I shall reserve my de- 
scription of the turban, and <^the costume of 
the ridier people^ till another opportunity. 
Over a great number of coarse woollen petti- 
coats, which make them look of a most un- 
natural size, and a shirt of the same mate- 
rials, they wear a thick petticoat, or rather 
^own without sleeves, (for there are two 
apertures for the arms,) made of blue or 
black cloth, and fastened down the breast^ 
either by lacing, or, as is more cmnmon^ 
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%nth sihmr clasps^. A short jacket of the 
same, which has sometimes a little skirt^ 
goes over this, and is fastened, likewise^ 
about the breast with brass or silver clasps, 
or by lacing. Their stockings are of coarse 
wool, knitted and dyed black; and their 
shoes made of the skins of sheep or seds% 
Over the shoulders of many of them, on each 
side, were hanging thick ropes of horse-*l»ir, 
ooarsely braided, with a noose at the end, by 
which they carried the hand-barrows with fish* 
The dress of the men was pretty nearly the 
same as that of our pilots, except that their 
clothes were generally black, and their sto6k* 
ings, also. In laborious employments, bodi 
they and the women frequently threw off 
their jacket, and worked with nothing but 
their worsted' shirt-sleeves over their arms^ 
As to the features of this groupe of ladies, the 
generality 'of them were, assuredly, not cast 

* This gown (Vpphiutur, in Icetaodic), howevcp, 
18 not> any more than the petticoats are, so long as to 
conceal much of their ill-shaped 1^: otherwi8e> it 
would be a great hindrance to their walking smofig 
the rocks. I recollect one old lady, a constant ^* 
Ixxrer on the beach, who never had her dress come 
.Issvcr than her ktteesi 
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in iiftture^s happiest mouldy and tooae of the 
aid women were the very ugliest mortals I 
had ever seal ; but^ among the youi^^ onesy 
there were a few who would be reckoned 
pretty, even in England; and, in point of 
ftiirness of complexion, an Iceland girl, who 
has not been too much exposed to the ij^ 
clemencies of the weather, will stand the 
comparison with ladies of any country. They 
are generally of a shorter stature than our 
women, but have a good deportment^ and, to 
judge from their appearance, enjoy an ex- 
cellent state of health. After having atten- 
tively surveyed this interesting assemblage^ 
we repaired to Mr. Savigpiac^s house; but, 
as this was built in Norway, and not different 
from what a wooden house would be in our 
own country, it had no charms for me. I 
therefore hastened to take a ramble by the sea 
shore, A little rude bridge^ formed of planks, 
across a streamlet, led me out of the town; 
and, passing two or three peasant's houses,* 

> 

* Close by tliese hoosesy and by aH in the im* 
mediate Ticinity of the sea, are ccmtrivaiices for drying 
the fishing-dresses^ whieh are made <if uatanned sheep 
skin^ with the- hair inwards^ or nidelf scraped cS, 
and ^cmiprise the^ket and trowsets «di in aae piece* 



I punimi mf wa]r amoBg the rocki in aeari^ 
df fdaiits. I caaiiot compafe the comitrjr I 
here walked oyer, to any thing or place I 
know^ whkh it ao much resemblet^ as the 
•ammit of Ben Nevia; for^ with the exception 

fjMag tb« weartfs a iingiilai^y wikl and savage api 
pcarance. This dress is worn over their common 
clothes. The machines are of a simple structure ^ 
consisting of an upright sticky three or four feet higfa> 
and a smaller transverse bar, crossiikg tfak at the top> 
and tumiiig on its centre: item this horiiontal bari 
haags down at each extremity, a longer piece <tf woodj 
in such a manner as to form three sides of an oblong 
square. The annexed sketch conveys a sufficiently aCf 
curate idea of the whole. Two or three or more of these 
are placed near every fisbingrhouse, so*that, wfaeii the 
inhabitailts reliis& fromr fishing, withthdr wet dresses^ 
they suspend them* by fitting them on the upper part 
of these machines, which turn about with the wind, 
ifi such a way that a current of air always passes 
through them. 




of h^ and 4^ew a fewr puldies of v^mivne^ 
the whxrfe was « niaas of broken {rieoes of 
rock> n^ pUed up in he9^, l^ut f<M«iwg ^ 
gi^t plain, or, at most, onl^ ^^m ii» a few 
hilk, of a gaitle ^nd gradual aao^lL N^imr 
the sea, some of these pieo^ ^ rook wena 
coveml wi& a Iktle earth «»d g»»<^ aad it 
other i^aoes the interstioes wiere ftoqueatl]^ 
filled wiOi Tricfmtamum mmaeew, amooff 
irtiieh gMW many alpiae plants, wbi<^h agi^in 
fanctbiy reiMnded me of ihe sumt^it of our 
ttpre elevated ScotK^ mountains, whese tha 
vegetation is by no means dissinnlan Among 
the most common lichens were Endocmrpm 
t0phrmd§$^ lecidea getigrapiUca^ a new Z#v 
ddea with a yellow granulated crust and 
brighter yellow shields, Cetraria ukmdiofi 
and nivuUs, Parmelia ^fcrobiculaia, fuso^ 
hitea, and brunnea, Si^reocauion glabifer 
rum, and Bwomyces endwifoUw, and ver-^ 
mcmlaris. I met with bi»t few moases, 
esEoept such as are ^ctsemely common almort 
every «rhere. Hiene was one, however, that 
approached, in habit, Emoalypta lanceol&ta, 
a sketch of which I happen now to have by 
me, and from ibis, od comparison, it appears 
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to faai^.inoBt dBnity with IHcranum hMftn 
Ifw^ but B probably different from both. 
Bmhaumia ^foliosa and Catharinea hercj^ 
^9^a, wei« . cpounon on wetter grounds, and 
with them was an abundance of male speci-- 
inens in fructification of Dr. Wahlenbei^'» 
Cathari$ma giabrata, which I did not dis^ 
ti^glli8h from its neighbor of the same family 
till Mr. Bright the following summer brought 
home this plant with capsules, and I then 
recognised the new Lapland Moss I had often 
tH^m in Mr. Turner's Herbarium. Lychnjts 
Ai^ino was fcaro^y in flower; Saxifraga 
triQifsjridafa, M. ScanMfg^, ^ was in the same 
s^te. , (hrdamine petirg^^ Draba incana^ and 
eont(yrt<it9 and a Stellaria, which appeared 
to a^ree with the description of groenland* 
ica, mere all plentiful. Sllene acaulis and 
Cfrostrnm alpimm were not yet in blos- 
som. ,, Junius trifidtts and Mglumis were 
most abundanti the latter formed a consider- 
aible part of the herbn^, intermixed with 
our more common grasses, and with Mkstwa 
vivipara. Late in the evening I returned 
to Reikeyig, and s)ept for the last time on 
}>oard the Margaret and iVnne. « 
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J^!^^* This day was exceedingly eoldftnS 
wet^ and in the eatly part of it thei^ 
was so thick a fog, that we could not see ttii§ 
town from our vessel. As soon as we had^ 
breakfasted, my luggage was conveyed oii 
shore, and placed in Mr. S&vigniac*s hoase> 
where it was proposed, that, while we con« 
<dnued together, we should all meet at otir 
meals; and where, with the addition of bur 
^ip-provisions to the good Icelandic mutton, 
fiih, atid scurvy-grass (Rumex acetosa and 
digynus)j we fared exceedingly well. I had 
this morning a favorable opportunity of look* 
ing at the town, which consists of about siitiy 
or seventy houses, stancfing in two rows,'^ 
nearly equaFIength, at right angles with ohe 
another, so as tx> form the annexed 
figure^ supposing the base of it to^ 



^* front the sea, and the upper part 

to run into the country. Those houses next 
the bay I have before mentioned, as being 
all built of wood: they face the north, and! 
look, at a little distance, not unlike a numbetr* 
ctf granari^. The merchants^ houses ' are 
built exactly like the wai^ehouses; tfcdt is to 
say,, of wooden plainks^ covered with tbfe same 
jnaterials ; and^ ^^ only to be distingifished by 



fheir having a £ew glass windows, and one^ or 
two wooden chimnies. Hiese are all framed 
in Norway, d^ien taken to pieces for stowage 
in the ship, and conveyed here. The ware* 
houses are also shops, where the merehaiit$ 
retail cloth, earthenware, tin and iron uten* 
fliis, sugar, coffee, tobacco, sni^, rye-Aour^ 
shoes, rum, in short, eveiy neeessaiy of life; 
and take, in exchange, for exportation, wool» 
taHow, fish, fish^il, aealnoil, foX'-skiits, swao- 
^ns, eider-down, worsted stoekings^ mit» 
tens, and, sometimes, dried mutton. At the 
western comer of this row of shops are the 
stocks, or, what might nuther be called, a 
pillory ; for the oilprit stands upon a bk)ek, 
and has his arms fixed in two holes, formed 
hy iron clasps, on the side of an upright 
pole, at about four feet from the bottom. 
From near this instrument of punishment, . 
two rows of houses run parallel for some 
hundred yards, in a south direction^ and 
form a tolerably wide street; but so eneum^ 
bered with pieces of rock, that, if there mn 
such a thing as a cart in the country, I fear 
it could not proceed half a dozen yardb a^en 
up diis, the high street of the i^itai. At 
the commencement of the right faamd side. 



M& two or three merchai^* homes^ n^A 
store-rooms ; and, near them^ ia the reg M et c t 
of the learned Bishop of Iceland, Geir Vid«« 
Im^ or^ as he is commonly called, VideUmtsi 
His house difiers in no respept from tlmt of 
the mevdiants, e:[^eept in being radiar larger^ 
and having more glass windows. Adjoining 
i(, is the best house in the place (next to the 
govcmor^s), which belongs to the Landfo* 
gmed; it contains some cemfertaUo roonur^ 
ais4 is well fttrnisbed. Still further up the 
itieet is a sort of tavern, where the Danes 
ainsuie themselves with caids, in a loom 
which was built for the purpose of holding 
a considerable party, and* was afterwards the 
soen^ of oqr ledandic festivities. This boild-^ 
ing liarminates the principal part of what 
fynm the stoeet; beyond it, are only a few oot^ 
t^^, made pf turf; one of which was remark- 
able fwits neatness, and for produeingupon its 
nof and walls, besides a luxurtous covering 
of grass, abundaace of a Druba, which dif- 
fered from the con^^rta FL Skwudin. in hav- 
ing hairy citpsules* It was here that I had 
my lod^g, during the first part of my stay 
in Reikevig. llie person of whom I hinsd 
it was of some consideration in the neigh^ 
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bprhood ; she '^being midwife to a very oon^ 
f ulerable district, with an income of twenty 
pounds a year from the Danish government, 
fer whieh she had to furnish all her pati«its 
With proper medicine and attendance. As 
she had learnt her profession in Denmark, 
md had, moreover, been brought up, in the 
capacity of a servant, in the king*s palace, at 
Copenhagen, she thought herself of more 
consequence than most ladies of her profes- 
sion would do in any other country ; uh}, 
although so much advanced in years, as to 
he nearer sixty than fifty, she was a constant 
visitor at the Iceland balls, and, at a reel, 
would dance ^he Very fidler out of patience. 
This was^ almost the last house in the soudi- 
western aagle. If two linai were Arawn from 
the poii^ of these two rows of houses, which 
I have just described, so as to form a square, 
it would, near ^e south-eastern comer, con- 
tain the governor's house, uid, adjoining it, 
that of Mr. Savigniac; the former small, but, 
interaally, well painted and furnished ; and, 
not fer ftom these, near the north side of the 
imaginary sqisire, stands the cathedral,, a 
considerable building, with large glass win* 
dowsi^ whi^, however, as well as the tiles. 



are in a wretdied state of repair; so muctl iA^ 
that the ravens^ which aboand in the cow 
try^ are very troa^lesome during the tim^tf 
service, by getting on the roof^ and diibifl0 
ing the congr^tibn with their noiae ailtl 
dirt. Another bifilding requires to be mi^ 
tioned^ situated almost by itself^ on a large 
green, which occupies this part of tiiie fowny 
that is, the court of justice, where all causes 
are tried under the presidency of iSte ToXf^ 
toed. It is nothing but a large wooden build^ 
11^, with two or three good sited, but neaiff 
unfnmished, rooms, whidi are, wfaeii nM 
otherwise emf^ojped, in the occupation of the 
tailor of the place. Many of the houses in ibt 
town, as well as.(though more i^rely) them 
in the country, have small gardens^ attaeheA 
to them, fmced in with high turf walk, and g*^ 
nerally kept neat and free from weeds ; but lliil 
latter circumstance arises, perhaps, more fk>m 
the paucity of indigenous plants of any sdrt^ 
and the tardioeiS of their growth, ttian from 
any particular indmtry of the^ itithal^itamti in 
destroying them. Cabbages, especially the 
rutabaga, turnips, and potatoes^ with somes 
^ttes a fefv ^rrots, are attempted to be cuU 
tmted^fbut never arrive at any gr^eat d^grefe 
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of perfectkni. Ptobably^ the best gatrdeiii bo4:h 
ia point of soil and situation^ in the town^ wa§ 
&ttt of Mr. Sftvigniac; c^rtainly^ ncme was 
half so much attended to^ Here tre had^ in 
Hie month of August, good turnips abotit the 
sice of an apple, and potatoes as large as 1^ 
oommon Dutch sort^ Radishes and turnip* 
radishes were very good in 3n\y and Augusts 
Murtard and cresses grew rapidly and welL 
Mr. Phelps ordered some seeds of hemp and 
-flax to be sown as socm as we landed ; but^^ with 
all the care and attention that was given up to 
them, at the expiration of two months> the 
former had not reached to more than one foot 
high, nor had the latter exceeded six or eight 
inches: neither showed any appearance of 
flowering, but^ on the contrary, both had 
ceased to grow, becoming materially in- 
jured by the frosts* I would not wish to be 
understood, that this garden is by any means 
a feir criterion to judge of the progress of 
vegetation in Iceland; for am(H^ sheltered 
spot and richer soil were hardly to be met 
with. In other gardens, and especially out 
of the town, vegetation was extremely lan- 
.guid, and, even in the month of August, 
when the cabbages ought to be in their best 



ibrte> I WW in mtiiy gar^fui wbeM a latf^ 
cnK>wii piece would have covered the whole 
of the plants and where potatoes and tur« 
nips eaine to nothing. It mtist be remarked^ 
however, that this was an extremely cpid 
and wet season : in finer summers, with care 
and well-sheltered gardens^ some of our 
more hardy vegetables may, doubtltei^ tepay 
the natives for the labor of cultivating 
them*. On the outskirts of the town are 



* It was not till after my return from Iceland^ that 
I met with jHbrre6ot0*« Natural History of Icelandj 
where I was somewhat surprised to find a chapter OA 
the fruits of the earthy containing an account of the 
vegetables^ which may be, and which are, produced 
there, difieiing extremely from what I have above stated. 
That author begins, by saying, *' AH kinds of things 
ihay be produced, fit for a kitchen-garden^ and 
bl>oUght to proper maturity; (and, why not?) for 
this island is as proper for vegetation as Norway, 
having large plains and fields, and a great deal of good 
gnmnd.'* I believe I need onty mentk>n, cm the ctae 
hand, the total want of timber'in Iceland, and, on the 
other, the immense forests which are met with in Nor^ 
way, to convince any one that the former country is 
not so proper for v^etation as the latter.-^'' In the 
year 1749, when I came to Bessested, ohe of his ma- 
jesty's palaces or seiMs, in Iceland, I found the garden 
^ exceltent order^ and full of all kinds of v^tftblei»> 
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k Uiw scattered Iceland-^built houses; buty 
with the exception of these^ almost all the 

fit for a kitclien : such as parsley, celery/ thyme, mar- 
joram, cabbages, parsnips, carrots, turnips, peas, beans, 
in short, all sorts of greens wanted in a family. I can 
vouch, with the greatest truth, that I never saw a gar- 
den with better things of the kind in it. They were 
all of good growth, and had all the properties that 
good garden-stuff ought to have. They were all in 
such plenty, that considerable parcels of them were 
dried and laid by for the winter, such as sugar-peas, 
and the like. I, myself, have taken up a turnip that 
weighed two pounds and a half. Hereby, I do not 
intimate that all were so big, but, only, that they 
are of a very good size. They have gooseberry- 
bushes, that produce fine and ripe berries.** — I should 
be sorry to contradict any assertion of Mr. Horrebow*s 
(who, in many respects, is entitled to considerable 
attention, an4 who appears to me to endeavor to se- 
parate truth from error, in several instances), to which 
he 'says, he was an eye witness 5 but this I must be 
allowed to say, that I never heard at aU, in the island, 
of many of the vegetables which he mentions, as comings 
to such perfection^ and, as to gooseberries, I have, the 
authority of the Tatsroedj for stating, that they cannot 
be /Cultivated to the least advantage. Kei^elen, in 
confuting Mr. Hon^fbow's affirmation, that he ate cur- 
r9.nts from the garden at Bessested^ inclines too much 
to the opposite extreme^ when he says, " I believe it to 
be as dftfl&oilt to rais^ turnips in Iceland, as pine-aj|^ks 
at Paris.** 
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Ikmses of Beikevig, are of Norwegian cott-^ 
Utruction^ atid^ indeed^ principally ^nhablMd 
by Danes; so that this cannot properly be 
called an Icelandic town i nor is there such 
a thing in the whole country ; lor^ depend- 
ing^ as ' the natives mu^t do, almost ciitirely 
upon the scanty produce of their own island^ 
and requiring a considerable tract of oouhtry 
ibr the maintenance of a few half*starvfed 
sheep, such societies, as would fdrni a tdwn^ 
or even a village, would be highly ptejudi-^ 
cial and unnecessarv. There are merchants, 
who reside in other parts of the coast; but 
by iar the greatest number of Icelander^ 
bring their produce to this place; som^ 
boming from the most northern aiid eastern 
parts. Iron is what they are most anxious td 
procure, for their hordes ishoes, their scythes^ 
and implements for cutting turf and digging. 
Those who live in the interiic>r of the couii-^ 
try, and have no oppoiPtuhity of going, down 
to the coast in the fishing seaiion^ take back, 
in esLchisinge for their tallow and skins, the 
dried heads of the cod-fish^ and Such of the 
fish themselves, as are injured by the rain, 
and not fit for exportation. These fprm 
the principal article of their food^ and are 
VOL. i« t> 
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^^qi x^, with the ad4itiQB qf hfitt^r^ w\^i^ 

^fter the whey has beep, exp^e^ed^ is. p9tf;l(f 4 

4pwn in chests^ ^ad kept &f i^fveral year^ 

Their drink is eit;her w^ter^ or sqiir milk4 q^ 

whey, and sometimes^ b^t r;|relj> new intf^ 

fl'QiY^ their cows or ewes^ Skfur^ wl^ich i| 

thick curd, may also be r^koaed a ^n^n^qi) 

i^ic)^ of food: (his they prefer aftf^ ^ hsm 

acquired a squr, and even a r^^c^d^ tfi»tot 

tfiough, when fresh^ or whe^ it Im %ttstim4 

only ^ sUgl^t degree of ^^idity, an^ is ^©ft 

with cream and sugs^r, it is really ^^ ^nyis^l;)!^ 

article of IjU3i:i;iry. The country immedis^tely 

|bqut Reikevig^ ^nd^i indeed^ for twenty o^ 

thirty miles from itj is ugly^, barren, ^d 

scarcely to. be called hilly. An extensive 

iresh-water lake comes close up to the bacl^ 

part of the town, but is on every other side, 

except that nearest the tawii, surrounded b)^ 

bog, with here and there a p^ce. of rock 

interspersed. Not a tree o^ shrub is any 

vi^here to be seea, and all at;!;^ mpt& that h|ave 

been made in the most sheltered Pf^rts^ of th^ 

place to .cultivate firs ^nd other hardy trees^ 

have universally failed,. a& have thqs^^ which 

hafVO been mad^ for Ijhe cuUivat^n o( c$^» 

This Ij^ke empties itself intp the s|^^, by ^ 
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tmatl stream which funs by the side of the 
towh^ in a course of not more than a ftvr 
hundred yards. Towards the east side ot th^ 
lake^ on a gentle elevation^ where a tolerably 
rich herbage id produced^ a prodigious num^ 
her of great pieces of rock are scattered about^ 
in the utmost disorder: some of them are of 
i^ast size^ three or four times the height of a 
man^ and about as wide as they are high; 
^t there is no mountain in the neighboiw 
hood from which they could have rolled; 
nor could I find any cavities near the place 
cm which they stood^ that would, render it 
probable they were thrown up by an earth** 
quake; neither do they appear^ just in th^ 
spot^ to have undergone the operation of iire^ 
although some rocks^ close by^ have evidently 
heen in a state of fusion. On the sh<Mre^ in 
several places near the town^ are many rude*- 
Iy*-£bnned basaltic columns^ standing close 
together, in a perpendicular direction, some 
from one to two and three feet in diameter: 
they are obscurely angular/and, on, the top, 
are generally either concave or convex. 
They ' appeared to me exactly of the same 
nature as those of Stafia^ and are found, also^ 
on many of the islands near Reikevig. Seif^ 
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anxious to visit, the boiling spring, about 
two miles and a half to the - eastward of 
Reikevig, the steam from which was pointed 
out to me from a little eminence near the 

x 

town, I set out about one o*elock for that 
purpose ; but^ after getting enveloped • in a 
labyrinth of bogs during a heavy rain, I wa$ 
obliged to return without being able to reach 
it^ and with but a few plants, which I had 
not found the preceding day. This^ however^ 
was not to be wondered at, since . the most 
'part of the tract I went over was either bar^ 
Ten rock, or a morass, where the grasses 
-showed no appearance of coming into flower. 
Near the shore, I saw several different 
sorts of the duck tribe, and, especially, a 
number of the eider-fowK Cormorants were 
abundant. Cast upon the beach, were scarce*- 
ly any but the more common sea-weeds of 
Scotland, as Fttcus palmatm, esculentus, di^ 
gitatus, ciliatus, dentattis,purpurascens, sae^ 
charinusj and a variety of the latter, with a 
twisted frond, plumosuSy Jtagelliformisyrur 
benSf and Oonferva foenictdacea of Hudson. 
FkiOis rameniaceus, which has hitherto 
been found no where but in Iceland, was the 
only rare species, and this was h^e in great 
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plenty. ISome of these were growing in the 
basins among the rocks. Of shells theie 
were very few. I remarked a large Balamis, 
which seemed to me new. It is wdl fibred 
in Povelsen and Olafsen's Voyage, plate. 14^ 
but I cannot^ any where, find a description of 
it. My a trwncata, Fernet, islandicaj and a 
•beautiful^ but to me unknown, species of 
LepaSy a Bullae and a few Turbines, were 
the only other shells I met with. Land^ 
birds are extremely rare. Air that I saw in 
this walk were Ravens, the Snow Bunting 
(hem called Snoe-^fisgle), which has rather 
a pleasant note^ not mufih unlike the Lin- 
net's^ but more int^frupted. Snipes^ and the 
common Wagtail. 

?i^^23 Another day of rain kept me al- 
most entirely confined totl^ town. 
In the morning, acccmipanied by Mr. J^or- 
gensen, I made a visit to the Bishop, Geir 

- Videlin, or, as he is commonly called, Yide- 
Knus. He has a good library; indeed, very 

' much better than I expected to. have .seen 
in Iceland: it appeared to contain five or 
six hundred volumes, among which are se- 
veral Dutch editions of the Clasaics, a. per- 
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fcot, biitimcolofed, copy of the 
and a fine folio edition of an Icelandic BiUft^ 
printed in the island, in IS849 which has a 
curious and well-executed frontispiece^ cut 
in woodj l^ the hands of Bishop Guthrandr 
Thorkksen, without aay* other instrumesdt 
than a penknife : the same person^ also, set 
the letter-press. Bishop Videlinus has> he- 
sides, a very beautiful Icelandic manuseript, 
written in the year 1625, in defenoe of the 
Christian Religion. Till within a fem years, 
the residence of the bishops (for there were 
two) was at Skalholt, but it was found more 
-convenient to have the see removed to the 
principal place of resort and traffic, iso that 
the clergy have now the opportunity.of trans- 
acting business with the bishop and the mer- 
chant at the same time. When they come, 
^ey take up their abode with the bishop, who, 
on this account, can hardly live upon his 
salary of fifteen hundred dollars a year, which 
is all that is allowed him by the Danish go- 
vernment. He is a stout and handsome^maa, 
and wears black clothes, with half^boots. 
His hair is remarkable for being almost 
white, though not from age, as he is not 
more than forty- five. Both he and his kdy 



dre native leekndefis : the latter drek^es ill 
the ttue Icelandic fashioti, and, indeed, he^ 
costiittife of cferefnotijr ft 6itrefhfely rich an3 
harid^bfrie. The hiishbp*S libraty is almost 
contindalJy filled #ith visitoYi, it heinig the 
principal place of ffesSrt for those Who are 
desh*ous 6f studying, and almost the only 
one that affords them the advantage of a good 
collection of bodltii : among other tftreh of 
learning, I us^d freqiiently to meet her6 
Finnur M agnusen *, a man highly celebrated 
among tne modern Icelanders for his abili- 
ties as a poet, as well as for the variety and 
extent of his attainments as a scholar. To 
him I was indebted for sr present of many 
i^lsndic books, one of which was suifiei* 
^ntly rei^torkable in hiaving for its title, The 
Geofgie^ of Iceland -f / It is considered at 

* In the former edition of my Tour, this gentle- 
man has been erroneotisly called Magnus Finnusen. 
The kindness of my Icelandic friend, Mr. Sivertsen> has 
enabled' me to make this and other similar corrections. 

f Hffy ignoHEmce of the leislandic langaage render^ 
me, unfortunately^ tmable tt> reSid this book> wbkhf 
ihust have beai a matteir of considerable curiosity, 
tihlesft, indeed, it \vaa altogether fictitious 5 ais the Ice- 
landers have no husbandry whatever to employ them. 
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icaroebook^ and a fine poem; though^ as thq 
Etatsroed told me^ many of the rural occu-i 
pations spoken of in it are by no means appli-i 
oable to the country it professes to describe. 
If I mistake not^ it was written by one; 
Povelsen*^ an ancestor of Finnur Magnusen, 
and this latter had himself translated it into 

car to be sofig ^|x>vitj» except, the care of their cattle. 
The author of tl^ work^ which> by the bje, is but a 
small one^ could not begin with the words of Virgil^ 
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Quid fiiciat Isetas segetes, quo sidere terram 
Yertere^ Maecenas, ulmiaque a^jungere vites 
'^ Conveniat^ quse cura bourn,, qui cultus habehdo 
*' Sit pecori ? apibus quanta experientia pards : 
^' Hinc caiiere incipiam. " 

The oxen and the flocks are all he could have found 
Ml Iceland: the oom ana the vines assuredly do not 
^st there ^ and even the apute^ess of v^j friend^ 
Bir. Kirby^ would have been puzzled to have found 
on^ of his two hundred and tw^ptyrtwo species of Bri- 
tish bees in the island. 

* In this instanpe> ^^ Ifoa sifiaid, in some othen 
rebtive to the names of persons and places^ my memory 
has not served me fidthfiillys for I find, by Dr. Hpl- 
land-s valuable Dissertation, just publish^. On the, prct 
»fint State of Education and Literature in Iceland, that, 
the name of fhis author, instead of Pov^eii> i^JSjag^ 



Danish verse. As a proof of the talents and 
readiness of diis young man^ it may not be 
amiss in this place to mention^ that thoi:qs(h^ 
at the time of our arrival, he did not knoMr a 
^ord of English, yet he made so rapid a pro* 
llciency in the language, that, during the 
stay of the Talbot sloop of war, only two 
months after, he submitted a copy of £ng« 
lish verses to one of the officers of that vessel 
for his correction. An exceedingly long com* 
plimentary ode ^y also, in Icelandic poetry^ 
was presented by him to Captain Jones of 
the Talbot, with a latin translation by the 
side. 

^^* Tordny the captain of our vessel 
and Mr. Savigniac accompanied me 
to the. little island of Akaroe, situated in the 
bay, at a short distance froin the town of 
Reikevig, for the purpose of seeing the eider- 
ducks, which breed on this, as well as on 
all the other uninhabited islands, in great 
quantities. It was a windy day, and we 
had a rough passage in a small Icelandic 
hoat^ over which the waves were continually 

* See Appendix D. 
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beating. These boftfis^ which are i^Wed hf 
two men, are Tery high, both at the head 
atid stern, and, by being made ^rp ad 
well fore as aft, are capable of being rowefd 
with equal facility both ways: the target* 
ones, however, have a rudder. The sides of 
the boats, instead of bellying out, like ours, 
are nearly flat, and applied to each cAher at 
acute angles, so that a transverse section 
would appear almost like the letter" V : at 
the same time they are so deep, that they 
tequire to be supported by a very consider^ 
able quantity of water to keep them atfoaft, and 
as often as this is not the case they neees- 
sarily fall down on their sides, which renders 
the getting in and out a matter of some nicety. 
They are, nevertheless, safe boats, and ac- 
cidents are seldom heard of from their over- 
setting. On our landing on the rocky istend, 
we found Ihe efder--fbwls sitting upoti th^r 
nests, which were rudely formed^ of their 
own down, and generally built among- the 
old and half decayed sea-weed, that Ae 
ptorms had cast high up on the beach, but 
sometimes only upon the bare rocks. It was 
difficult to make these bird» leave their sta- 
tions : indeed, so litti^ inclined were many 



f>f them to do it, that they even permitted 
us to handle tbiem whilst they were sittii^ 
without their appearing to be at all alanned. 
y nd^r each of them were two or four eggt : 
the latter is the number they lay> but ih 
many instances the birds had been robbed 
of half, which had been taken for food by 
tlie natives, w^o prefer those that have 
young ones in them. These ^p, which are 
in Iceland esteemed a delicacy, though in 
JSi^land they would not be considered equal 
to those of our barn-door poultry, are c^ a 
|»ale olive-green color^ and radier larger than 
those of a common duck. In one part of 
the island, where these was a considerable 
qiuantity of rich loose mould, the PufiiQa* 
breed in vast numbers, forming holes three 
or &mr ^feet below the sur&ce, resembling 
iabbits' burrows, at the bottom of wbick 

* Alca arcHca Linn, called in Iceland Soe-papagoie 
and Freest, in Cornwall and in the south of Scotland, 
aoQording to Mr. Neill, Pope. In Kamtschatka and 
the Kurfischi Islands, the inhabitants wear the Wh 
of these birds about theu: necks^ fletstened to straps j 
and, according to the superstition of tiiose people, 
their Shaman or priest must put them on with a 
{iroper ceremony, in order to procure good fbrtime. 
S^ Latham* $ Genital Synapm of Birds^ yol. r. p. 317; 
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they lay a single white egg^ about the siae of 
that of a Lapwing, upon the bare earth. Our 
people dug out about twenty of these birds^ 
which they afterwards assured me made an 
excellent sea-pie. The Icelandic fishermen 
catch the Puffins, and use their flesh for bait; 
being persuaded that the cod prefer it to any 
thing else. On all the rocks about this island, 
which wa« covered at high water by the sea, 
was growing in considerable quantity the i^ 
cuspalmatus of hinnBdns, known by the natives 
under the name of Sol*. As anesculent Fucns^ 
this species seems to be preferred to all 
others, at least in northern countries. On the 
Scotch coasts, it is eaten raw by the natives, 
and, in the county of Caithness in particular, 
I have seal a number of women and children 
gathering it from the rocks, and making a 
meal of it, devouring it with avidity. In 
Iceland, also, it is very commonly eaten, but 

* AcoGodiog to Poveben ^ncl Okfien, Sol is a con* 
si^rable ^de of trade with the inhabitants pf the 
t town of Oreback, who receive in exchange for it 
butter, meat, qattle, and wool^ A Voet (about eighty 
pounds weight) of this Bicus, when dried, sells there 
for sflvtnty fish, at two skSIingB a fish, or five shillings 
and tenjience £nglish. 



seldom while it is fresh* It is generaHy Welt 
vpashed in clean water^ and exposed upon 
the rocki^^ or on the ground, to dry, when 
it gives out a whitish powdery substance^ 
which covers. the whole plant, and is sweef 
and agreeable to the palate. It is then 
packed down in casks, to keep it from the 
iiir> and is preserved. in this state ready to 
be used^ either raw with fish and butter, or 
boiled down in milk to a thick consistency, 
as is more common with people of property, 
who mix with it, if it can be affi>rded, a 
little flour of rye. This species is the true 
jilga saecharifera of Blame Povelsen, who 
has written a dissertation upon it. It has 
been, however, the opinion of many Fubo- 
k^ists, that the Skd of the Icelanders is the 
F. mccJmrinus of Linnaeus; misled, pro* 
bably, by the name of the latter, which, 
however, \ does . not give out a saccharine 
powder, but merely saline particles, by tio 
means agreeable to the taste. Of this, 
Gmelin, in his. HUtoria Rtcorum, page 198, 
says, '^ certumque quoque est, saccharum, 
quod, profert, non nisi salem marinum esse^ 
in substantia Fuci effloresqentem, qui prop^ 
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tern tevit^ gostatus dulcedinis semum }kk^ 
gu« imprimit^ quiqne pargantem eflfectum 
edit^ si Fuci ingesta copia nimia fuerit^ safe 
tarn fibras intestinaks Tellicante. " The 
leBjrnied Etatsroed of Iceland has written a 
foil account of the three esculent Fkici of hit 
eoantiy^ jP. palmatus, F. digitdiug, and 
F, esculentiiSf which was printed at Copen* 
hagen last spring. Of this work he very 
kindly presented me with a copy for myself^ 
and also one for Mr. Turner^ with whose 
Histeria Fucorum (as far at least as was 
then published) he was not unacquainted. 
The number of quotations from various au- 
thors in the fitatsroed's little work was a 
suifictent proof of his having paid great at- 
tentt€>ii to the subject on which he wrote^ 
and of his possessing botanical books, which 
a stranger would little expect to meet with 
in Iceland. I much regret the loss of these 
two pamphlets, as they contained, not only 
a complete account of the mode of preparing 
the JFiict for food, but also a very accurate 
represenlaticNEi of the three species, from 
drawings (if I mistake not) made by the 
Etatsroed himself. 



smiday, 1^^^ wpmiiig* I visUed tbj^ umw 
June 25. ip}ev§it©d p«rU pf th» coMHtify iJH>uli 
B^ik^vig, apd found tb^in composed who% 
of broken^ i^nd gcfjertHy ^m^\\% pie^ of 
rwk, fpr thf mo$t part perfectjjr h^rrant 

pf^tfii^ d v^g^ti^Q, fimoQg which J m^ 
wUh a few int^Yc^tiag p\mt^ F^c^utm 

tiligitkWm wa9 ab^ncN^nty and its ebat ming 
ll^tQ^^ins delighted me mwh, %i^ i^gfe 90^ as 
I hi9.d i^ev?c pr<$viou$ly see^n ii ia p(^rfe<^ioii« 
jPljmut act.0p€tahi of which th^ inhaJbitaiVkta 
gather the leaver and mak^ a. sort of tea d 
thpm was every where extrei«ely coinmci^ 
Iwt hardly yet in flowej^ apd the same wa» 
thf ease with If^^chnis a jjitfia, A reinavkaUyr 
wQol^y-lea^ed Salii^^ yfhkh I took for hmttm, 
and t\ifp or three other sfieciies^ of stoated 
growth^ were the oaly plants that elembad 
t|[]^inselves to the hei^t of even five or nix 
iia^hes from the ground. Stf^'roigf^ (^km^ 
pidckta? FL Scm4m>} grew plentilWy among 
t|ie rocks; whidbi ako pypduced: S^imknum 
fiq^^ufo^um 4iid nmmde^ th^ttgh^paraigly; 
))ut I Was most pleased with a fine new spe^ 
Qiea of Cormf^ularvsLy allied to C bicolor, hut 
ikv^ oif f<[>ur tiwe$ is large> and all o'mr of a 
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grey cdlor. 1 . mejt with only one patch of 
it^ intermixed with Trichastomum canescens, 
in a rocky situation* From these hills^ 
though at a considerable distancey I could^ 
perceive the steam from the hot spring, andy 
taking a different route from \irhat I had 
done when I made a former attempt, I at 
length, with some difficulty^ arrived at it. 
While yet fall a mile from the spot, the su- 
perior verdure of the grass, that was within 
the influence of the heat, was very remark-* 
able. What struck me as most extraordinary 
in this spring, though I afterwards found it 
not to be ^uncommon in Iceland, was the 
circumstance of its being actually situated in 
the middle of a cold stream, bubbling up 
from some little cavities, which were formed 
in a whitish siliceous incrustation, that co- 
vered a considerable portion of the bed of 
the river, and extended on one side of it, 
even as far the shore, where its surface Wat 
covered with numerous minute mammillae^ 
This incrustation is a deposit from the water, 
and the mammillae are probably caused by 
the irr^ular falling of the water upon it in 
drops. On dipping in the water my little 
pocket thermometer, which was graduated t^ 
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ko more than I2O0 of Fahrenheit's scale^^ but 
was the. only one I had with meat the time^ 
the quicksilver instantly rose to the top of 
the tube. I found lying dead in the hot water 
a number ofeels"^. not more than four or five 
inches long : these had^ doubtless^ been con- 
veyed down by the rapidity of the current 
to the heated part of the water> which, as it 
^fects the whole width of the stream> must 
be an efiectual barrier to the migration of 
fish^ and of other aquatic animals. I remarkr 
ed, however, no others in this water, except 
one or two specimens of a Dyticus, w^ich I 
was not able to catch, but which appeared 
to be the same as our D. acuductus. Almost 
in the hottest part of the water, I gathered 
Conferva spiralis Dillw. ; but it had lost all 
its color, and had probably only floated into 
that situation, not being really a native of it: 
a species, also, which appeared to me to be 
new, grew attached to the banks, at a very 

^ Povelsea and Ola&en have mentioned the circam- 
•tanee of small eeh heing found dead near the heated 
waters of Iceland, and remark that, although large eels 
are known to exist in the rivers, they h$ive never heen 
met with lying dead, as the smaller ones. 
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ffcdtt dMtattce frote the bnWilittg \viA*ti It 
wi» most nearly allied to Dill^ryti*8 Cbnfl 
UssiHens. ijcmf. bagiftatA DiUw. AoUWshred 
iti grfeat perfecliott 6tt a bahk of eatth, #hteh 
ros6 immediately frotfi the hfeat^d water, 
virhef e it was constantly exposed to the steam* 
In th^ same sitiiattoti, ^nd equally Vigorous, 
Were f}yniifi0sft(m,nm fasciculArey ^sidiehs 
hypnoidesy and JufigermannriL aiiguhsUy M, 
except the tast, Ibearitig tipe cap^uhes. Oh 
my return, I saw plenty of Snipes, ift the 
boggy places, and, among tfife rocfe, an arc- 
tie fox* (Canis Lagopus L.) which w^ 
<?lianging its white winter 'dr6ss for a isumm^^r 
one, being partly White and partly grey, 
iliese iftiimals are extremely numerous in 

* The dasky appeai^tic^ biF this ahh)[)al> Whkh \ 
h^d always supposed Was only thte Bumttt^ coat, (dr 
thit of a young fox which had not reached its second 
winter^) I find, is noticed by Mr. Pennant, in Kis Arc^ 
tic Zoology, and considered as making a distinct spe- 
cies, though for what reason I do not see ; since he 
himself observes that tbe color of the young fox is 
dusky. Kerguelen says the^ are black, blu^, ted, ^A 
white foxes in Iceland. It may not Ibe imprbper to 
bbserve, in this ^tace, that I never saw the commbn 
fox in Iceland, nor heard^ from aby of the natives, of 
its being found there. 
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Aii odtffltfy^ living upon th« Ptm^migani 
iHd ttoir I9gg6> &s well as u{)on 3roiitig lambs i 
timt tikr is thk^, but tm short for «iuA 
atld tippets of Uie present d^y^ although ill 
some of the grey-colored ones it is exceeding^ 
iy fine and beautiful. They are sold in Reik* 
evig for about one shilling and sixpence a skin. 
This fox is probably not to be considered 
ii i^dginiiHy a native of Iceland; for the 
Icelanders have a tradition*, that one of the 
ancient kings of Norway, to punish the in- 
habitants for their disafiection to the motheir 
toutotiy, went over some foxes to the island^ 
Where they have rapidly increased, to the 
great injury of the flocks. The few rats and 
mice'f', that are said to exist here, are 

* This tradition^ in all probability^ rests u^n no 
better authority than one which is prevalent in Ire-* 
land> that the breed of magpies^ which now infest that 
island to sueh a decree, as to be highly injuilous^ was 
onginaUy imported by the English to plague them. It 
is more likely^ if the Icelandic foxes be not really na-^ 
ftives of the country> that they found their way thither 
from the neighboring coast of Greenland on the float- 
li:^ masses of iee. 

t Speaking of the native amtnais of Ieehmil> i^iti'* 
ttaaxt, iti his ArcHc Zoology, Introduction, page Ixi^ 
ikcttpi^Cts, '* that there jk a speci«to a!lied> as Daett)r 
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brought by ships from other cQimtries. In-^ 
deed it appears^ that the truly indigenous 
animals of the class. Mammalia, are reduced 
to the small number of amphibious ones^ 

Pallas imagines^ to the CEconomic Mouse; for, like 
that^ it lays ia a great magazine of berries, by way of 
winter stores. Thb species is particularly plentiful in 
the wood of Husafels. In a country where berries are 
but thinly dispersed, these little animals are oblig^ to 
cross rivers to make their distant forages. In their 
return with the booty to the magazines, they are 
obliged to repass the stream} of which Mr. Ola&en 
gives the following account : ^ The i>arty, which con- 
sists of from six to ten, select a fiat piece of dried 
cow-dung, on which they place the berries on a heap 
in the middle; then, by their united force, bring it to 
the water*s edge, and, after launching it, embark and 
place themselves round the heap, with their heads 
joined over it, and their backs to the water, their tails 
pendent in the stream, serving the purpose of rudders.* 
When I consider the wonderful sagacity of beavers, " 
continues Mr. Pennant, *' and think of the manage- 
ment of the squirrels, which, in cases of similar neces- 
sity, make a piece of bark their boat, and their tail the 
sail, I no longer hesitate to credit the relation.'* I am 
sorry such a ridiculous story should have been believed 
by a British zoologist. Iceland certainly produces no 
species of Mia which our country does not possess, 
and the mice that are found there are not likely to be 
furnished with any instinct or faculties superior to 
those of our own mice. The circumstance related 
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which are found on the shores. The white 
bear is now and then conveyed to the north- 
em coasts^ by Jhe floating ice-islands^ from 
the opposite shore of Greenland^ but none 
had been over since the preceding year^ and 
those were soon dispatched by the people 
living in the vicinity, who are with reason 
afraid of so formidable a neighbor establish- 
ing himself among them. Their skins are 
always the property of the king of Den- 
mark. * As I entered the town of Reikevig, 
on my return in the afternoon, I was sur- 
prised to find a guard of twelve of our ship^s 
crew,, armed with muskets and cutlasses^ 
standing before the governor's residence^ and 
still more so, when, shortly after, I saw the 
governor himself. Count Tramp, come out 
of his house, as a prisoner to Captain Liston, 
who, armed with a drawn cutlass, marched 

ubore, is laughed at by the more sensible Icelander^ 
and the species that performs these extraordinary 
feats> which^ according to Povelsen^ is the Mus sylvatu 
CU8 of Linnseus^ is not> to my knowIedg;e^ found in 
that country. 

4 
f 

^ For a detailed account of these transactions^ which 
ended in a complete revolution^ see Appendix^ A. and B. 
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before him^ and was followed by th^ tweliF^ 
sailors, who co^ducted the Count op boardl 
the Margaret and Anne. At the same time 
I also observed the British colors fiyin|^ over 
the Danish, on board the Count's ship, the 
Qrionj, which, I subsequently learned, had 
been previously made a prize to our Knglisb 
letter of marque, I had all along observed a 
great dislike on the part of our countrymen 
to the governor c this, as well as the appa^ 
rent acts o£ violence, that had just been com** 
mitted, was caused by information, whieh 
Mr. Phelps had received, from what migh^ 
have been supposed good authority, that 
Count Tramp had been using his influenoQ 
to prohibit the trade with the English, con« 
trary to the furtides of an agreement, entered 
into, by him and the captain of an EngUsb 
•loop of war, that had been in Rei^evig 
harbor just before our arrival. During this 
transaction, the inhabitants of the town, 
most of whom were witnesses to it, offered 
no resistance, but looked on with the most 
perfect indifference. Many of the^i were 
idling about the town (it being Sunday), 
i^rm^d with their long poles, spiked 9t one 
ejad with iron, which tiney use for the pur* 



po^e of assisting i^exfx in walkipg over the 
ii-ozen snow^^ and hs^lf a scare of th^ lustiest 
of tb^s^ fellows might with ease have over- 
paiy^re<jl Qur sailora, who were almost as 
w^Uy unacquainted with th^ U9e of fi»e^ 
arips as tb^ Icelanders^ and^^ were^ moreoverji 
a most wretc^hed set, picked Mp from t^Q 
vilest parts of Gravesend. In the eyeningi 
the bishop vraited on Mr. Phelps, and «n- 
tr^ated that the Count might be allowed tq 
bftve bis. liberty^ or, at least, that pernxission 
.flight be granted for him to remain on shox? 
p^ a prisoner. Both these requests being re- 
f^sed^ he begged that he hin^elf might be 
au€[ere4 to go on boards, and speak to bio^ ; 
but b^ing disappointed in this third request^ 
also, he came to me, and^ after expressing 
the pleasure he felt on the information he 
\^d received, that my ol^ect in visiting Ice- 
^nd was of a peaceable nature, as a, naturaV 
ist^ adding every now and theuj with much 
emphasis and feeling, ^^Hbi temper pojc esty^ 
he hoped that I would use my influeqcQ 
with Mr. Phelps, at least to permit the go^ 
yernor to come on shore for a £^w hours; 
at the same time offering, as a surety for hii| 
]:^turning to the iihip, that his owiv son, who 



50 REIKEVIG. 

was then standing in tears by his side^ 
shoald be sent on* boards during the Cdunt*s 
absence. It was thought proper^ however^ 
hot to grant this wish. We witnessed a more 
aflecting scene, soon after^ when the Count's 
secretary^ a most amiable young man^ about 
seventeen years of age, a native of Norway^ 
came and pleaded strongly for the release of 
his master; begging, if that could not be 
complied with, that he himself might be al- 
lowed to go on board, and remain with him 
in his confinement. When the latter was 
acceded to, he dried his tears, and, after ex- 
pressing his gratitude for the permission, has- 
tened to convey his bedding, &c., together 
with those of the Count on board the ship, 

Monday, After the preceding day*s transac- 
june 26. tious, it was thought possible that 
some disturbance might be raised, either by 
the Danes residing in the town, or by the 
natives; but all was quiet, and^ to prevent any 
efiectual opposition on their parts, the arms of 
the inhabitants were secured, which did not 
amount in the whole to above twenty wretch- 
ed muskets, most of them were quite in 
a useless state, and a few rusty cutlasses. An 
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incessant and heavy rain^ tiH about six or 
seven in the evening, prevented my botanis-- 
ing ; but, as we had no darkness, even at the 
hour of midnight, I could just as well pur- 
sue my employment then as in the middle 
of the day. The unpleasant ligtlt, caused 
by the horizontal rays of the $i)n striking on 
the ground, so beautifully described"^ by 
Linnaeus, when botanising in Lapland, is nqt 
experienced here; for the sun, in this part 
of Iceland, is never altogether above the ho- 
rizon at' midnight, nor, if it had been so, 
would it have had that efiect this summer, 
there being no one period, that I recollect, 
during the continuance of the longest days, 
when the horizon in the north was perfectly 
firee from clouds. At such times as the sky 
is not altogether overcast, the light at mid* 

* " Tti^i me quid sit, qtiod visum in alpibus 1MB* 
tris> tempore nocturno, ita confundit^ ut noa tantit 
claritate possimus objecta distinguere ac medi^ die> 
licet sol aeque clams exsistat; solenim horizonti prox- 
imus Iradios horizontales dispergens vix pileo ab oculis 
abigi potest; umbrse dein herbarom extenduatur in 
infinitum et impUcantur inter 8e> tremunt deinde api- 
rante aquilone> ut vix videre et distinguere queftmus 
objecta diversi6sima."«»Xtn»<ei Fl, Lapp, edit, 2da. 
p. 137. 
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mght^ at thin ses^soQ^ is. about a9 great as that 
of a modfrnt^ly dull noon in wiut^r in £qg^ 
|and« to a walk of a f^w ipil^ to the south 
of the t^^ii this e^niug, I met with RukuA 
^amkHis (sfMiringly in flower), PQlypodit^m 
^rvonict4ii»j^ plentiful^ Trichostomum ellipH-^ 
fwiy aii4 Pypmm JU^^m^ntammi growing 
among the rocks, |n hQgs I fo\)nd two n^w 
ipecies of Co/vex^ and l^eesia. dealbata, 
with fully-forflfted ^pwles.-r-rThis eyquing 
Mr- Joi^ensm tppk ppfsesfbrt of the gp-^ 
veroor's houie^ 9p4 r^mqvedi hi& r€si4eQce 
thithe«'; hut I 4^ not r«coU§cti ^^^%^y> 
whether it was firwrt tihis p?riod>^ oj^ %s I ra- 
ther think, shortly after, that; he >y«is wfts^r 
dered as gaverisim of loeliMid* 

Tuesday, TW^^ heing th? d%" ^p^ntcd for 

Jane 27. paying our respocts to the old Stiffs^ 
0mpimim % Qlaf St^phenaefi> who has the 

^ Sitiftsamjptintin is tl^^ ][celaQdic title for the go- 
veFii0r^ and^ isojasequently^ belongs to Count Tr^Q^p- 
Bat> as thi« gentleQiaii (StepheiEuen)^ on s^cc^i^t pf 
bis fivirvieesi to tlie powat^, vw s^Hw^ to r^Uf e ftojox 
hia gov>ej?om$nt> 1^94 still retfiia the title of Stifk^mpt- 
maa> I ^hiU> by w^y o{ 4istijnctioi^^ apply it in this vs^ork 
to him> and^ in mentioQiog Count Tnunp^ ^h^all nse t^e 
tenn of Governor. 



title of Gekeime MMstotd^ wd Wfts. fom 
merly governor of the islmcly Mr. Pbelpa, 
Mr. Jorgenseq^ ^n4 mytelf embarked al 
twelve o'clock in an leelaiidic sailing-^lpiQat^ 
with eight rowers, and had a passage of ahoiil; 
four miles to his house^ which is on the 
pleasant little island of Yidoe. As we ap* 
proached this island, we got a view of the 
house, standing in a well-sheltered situation, 
between two hills, and, at a little distance, 
it had the appearance of a very lespe^ablo 
residence, being larger, and with something 
more imposing in ita exterior, than any other 
I had yet seen. It is built of stone cementT 
€d together, has a niimber of glass windows^ 
and is covered with a boarded roof« How^ 
ever, when we landed and came nearer, we 
perceived a lamentable want, as well of mv 
penters and bricklayers, as of glaziers. The 
glass, in such of the windows as still pnBserved 
any, was of the most ordinary quality ; and 
in n^pst instances the panes were brokent 
though this was jconcealed froni view on the 
outside by a wooden shutter, llie dooprway 
was in the centre, but hid by a miserable 
sort of wooden porch, on each side of which 
I9^as a door for entrance, which^ if kept ii| 
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better repair^ might answer very well for a 
screen to the cold winds^ but^ in its present 
shattered state, is neither fit for use nor 
ornament. I could copipare it to nothing so 
much as a pig-stye placed against the wall, 
and made rather higher than usual. However, 
with all this want of artificers, which ap- 
peared on the exterior of the house, there 
was a possessor within, whose reception of 
us and whose excellent fare would do credit 
to the actual governor, much more to the ex- 
governor, of any country, and deserve to be 
mentioned rather particularly. Indeed, I am 
the more tempted to enlarge upon this sub^ 
ject, as it is the first opportunity I have had 
of seeing the manners of a well-bred Ice« 
lander, and it is scarcely possible to have a 
more favorable one. When we were within 
a few hundred yards of the house, the Stifts- 
amptman came to welcome us to the coun- 
try, and to his little island. He had a fine 
and healthy countenance, and, although in 
his seventy-eighth year, had the perfect use 
of his faculties. . In conversation he was exr 
tremely fluent and animated. He wore, on 
this occasion, his full-dress uniform as Go- 
vemor of Iceland, except the sword. Hit 
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coat was of scarlet cloth^ turned up with 
green^ and ornamented with gold lace: his 
pantaloons of blue cloth^ with gold trim* 
mings; and he had half-boots with gold bind-^ 
ings and tassels^ and a three-cornered hatj 
likewise ornamented with gold tassels^ and 
trimmings of the same, and with a long 
white feather. We were* immediately ushered 
through the portico, where we were obliged 
to stoop at the door-way, into a spacious 
hall, with a large wooden staircase; and 
hence through a large and lofty parlor into 
his bed-room, where I presented to him a 
letter of introduction, and a present of prints 
and books from Sir Joseph Banks, whose 
very name made him almost shed tears. 
During the time that Mn Jorgensen wa9 
translating the letter to him, he frequently 
interrupted his reading, to relate some of 
the many noble and generous acts which 
Baron Banks (as he called him) had done 
for his countrymen. He asked a hundred 
questions about him in the most affectionate 
manner, particularly respecting his age and 
health. Then he related anecdotes of what 
passed during Sir Joseph's stay in the 
island thirty-seven years "J^, in a manner 



#ht6h nk once tJonYinced us of the e±c(s1leiiM 
6f his m^mory^ and of his gratitude to, ati^ 
high ei^e^tti ht^ tfa^ great henefkctor ttf Ite^ 
land, tit told us of his liberal presents, of 
the splendor with which he trai^elled, and 
of the many Icelatid^t's, who, having duriug 
the pi^sent war with Denmark been madt 
prisoners by the English, had been releasled, 
tod suspired with money till their return 
to their country^ by Sir Joseph BanW 
generosity. Londoti, he observed, might 
produce as good a man, but it could not 
produce a better. When "we asked hita t6 
return to Englaild With tis, he said, he 
wbuM, if he were btlt ten years yoUnget, 
were it only to see Baron Banks. He wa^ 
delighted 'with the presents from Sir loseph, 
and especially with toxAt bl^tktiRil engrav- 
ings of the Geysers, taken firorh drawings 
made by Sir John Stiintey, in i7»9. This 
Igentlemat), also; th6 l^tillsampttnan ifire- 
^dently ittentioned, and I was vexed that my 
«ot having the honor of being actjaainted 
with him prevented tny answering thie "v^- 
riotts questbtts, that 'i/^t^ pilt to me respiSiit- 
ing him. Dftring our tsotovei^atibn, Mttte 
rum And Norway bi^(*uit were offer^ tis, 
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tItd'We %hen took a iMIe "vMft «A>oiit tht 
Man^, wilich b ^t^aycely more "diah tw^ 
rtftlgs ih tih^ttinl^hGe, ana i^ 6M of %h« 
»nt^ ^lite spe«8 %elbhgf hg to feel^i^d, ^^gh 
fluckif^ isome of the best «heep, besides e*- 
ddfetit co#l5, horsfi^s^ peat, and good iVat^» 
"^e w6t*e shown vrtth gfeat pteasui^ the 4m* 
iheto^ ituitober ctf eider-ducks whifeh hreeA 
tfA^Vtdoe, and Which were now sitting oh 
t^ (Or ytMitig otles, ^hibiting a ttiost in-^ 
teresting scene; The Stiftsamptina^ ma^de 
us gb antl 6oa^ Lottie of the t^^ltl birds, who 
did not 6n that account disturb themselvesi 
Aliiiost every little hollow place, between iJie 
rocks, is occupied with tlie nests of these 
fowls, which at6 so ntimerousj that we were 
Obliged to Walk with the greatest caiution, t6 
a^oid trampling npon them; but, besides 
tfai's, the Stiftsamptman has k number of 
holes cut in the smooth and sloping side of 
a hill, in two rows, and, in every one of 
these, also, thei'e is a itest. No Norfolk 
housewife is half so solicitous after bet poul*^ 
kiy, as the Stiftsiatmptman after feis eider-- 
ducks, which, by theh* down and eggs, aflbrd 
hitn a considerable revenue; since tke former 
sells For thre* rix-doUars (t^yelve shillings) a 
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pound. It is collected from the ne^ti^ vhicii 
the ducks line^ or rather fonn^ with it^ to 
afford their young a warmer and more con* 
genial situation, stripping for the purpose 
their own breasts of a covering which nature 
has kindly given A tiiis season. When 
taken away^ the old bird replaces, it^ and> 
according to Mr. Pennant, this is occasionally 
done as often as three times, the drake sup* 
plying the deficiency in case the down of 
the duck is completely exhausted. Cats and 
dogs are, at this season of the year, all ba- 
nished from the island, so that nothing may 
disturb these birds. It one year happened that 
a fox got over upon the ice, and caused great 
alarm: it was long before he was taken, 
which was at last, however, though with 
difiicully, effected, by bringing another fox 
to the island, and &stening it by a string 
near the haunt of the former, by which 
means he was allured within shot of the 
hunter. Such an island as Vidoe is welt 
bestowed on the present owner, by the 
Danish government, for the services done 
to his country, during the fifty years that he 
was in office. It is considered worth one 
hundred dollars (twenty pounds) a-year^ in 
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additkm to wfai^h, the foil pennon cf fifteeVL 
liundbed doUam is contttiued to faim^ as if he 
were stiH actual governor ; nor is it as a mi^ 
l^tmfce alone that this geatleoian is desedr«- 
ing of the greatest plaise^ but also as a man 
Df sciaKe. His researches into the hist<My 
of his own country, and his tal^ble qmn- 
muhications on vmous subjects relating to it, 
which have been sent to C€penbagen> haye 
'gained him many honorary marks of. distino- 
tlba from . different learned societies, , a^d 
tiiose, not merely of Demnark. and Norway, 
•but also of other nationr. It has seldom, if 
ever, fallen to my lot to see, even in those 
pKstces which are most distinguished for the 
cultivation of science, so large a collection, ^f 
diplomas and honorary medals, as in this re- 
mote corner of one of the most remote ecHm- 
tries iof Europe* I met with no plants upcm 
the island, that I had not seen in the. neigh* 
borhood of Reikevig, exoqit Erigeroa alpi^, 
fttim, which, however, was not in flower. We 
had scarcely readied the extremity of our 
walk, when a servant came to announce that 
dinner 4vas' otk the table : consequently, we 
^were obliged to return, though rather against 
?our inclinations; for the ^rliness of the hour, 
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it not being more/dnn brill fmat amm, mbi, 
-our Iweing ahwadjr tekea lonie wfrriiiMMMi^ 
h$A kejft us fpom btnig faitngrjr. We fovnd 
IJhe tibte set 4)ut in the lavge room vlndii 
tmfe abeady mentioned* It had a tokr^jUf 
good boarded floor, and mtlb lliat once watt 
^nfhiie-wathed. The iimiitiue oontsted m£ 

« 

five wainMot xdndvsy a taUe, and tnno faoi^ 
^lieBti of drwmart, on nrhich were dinfUymA 
«iich artidei of na^ as approwbcd the neasnut 
to cbina ; some 'Of them, I bdiem,: rtaliy 
were so. Two <sloset doors sseie akoa|Bis- 
ed^ and exiiibited a <»MisideraUe qnanfeity of 
exoelletit silver plate* Two large and oU- 
filshioned minmn ooenpied the jpaee b^ 
tween the windows, and beneath tbdm weee 
marble slabs, placed upon gilded feet; )mt 
they were broken, and lay completely ont^itf 
a borizontjjEil direction. About mty pciiiin 
and drawings, some of them in frames, and 
a few ^aze^ concealed in some measnde 
the nakedness of tbft.waHs: they wene, it 
must be confessed, for die most part, i^ a 
very wdinary stamp ; bnt^ aa many of Ihem 
were portmits of the Stiftsamptman's Cnends, 
or prints of the sovereigns, and other gmat 
men of Denmark, they had their vafaM^ and 
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pi|<ht iDufy be. wd /to. !bp:tiie' liett tollMlwi 
hi pmtoaiiial pieterm i>i ^ cowltr]^; Wfatft 
«w.«M do^ini to taUe^ » littl^ tsteraiiplsoti 
iMti:ini|tfl8d:by tiat htftAing ibmn* 9I thf 
«ludr upon w)iich his JSfsoeUfiiicjr bad «€M«i 
^andfV but tiiis im smq aittl^ i^ t^iflfr 

favtlBMitpIjir IMS isitiil a VMMil; IMt W ik» 

iMUIn K^l^es: St. Thft mtnmf^i^ 'tt m 
uliipieMiLble is attendfll in Iceland nfidii littla 
itaKmUb, audi vopid affibtd no i|6op0 &Nr;t1ir 
titipbigr mi thai^ogut afailitiat of an expcth^ 
mm^ j^ngltafc iibos^-lEeaper. Oa fth|$ doli^ 
9va8/ndtldng/bu^ i| fpiato^ a imife apd finrk^ioi 
9mia 1^889 and a bottle «f dm^ ioif : aael^ 
fbtoy «Kc^ that in ; Ike: maUla stpad It 
Ipige and haadBowa giasaioateir ot epgit^ 
^mihr^ tei^atfioant eikyf^ tof^^ Tkkd mtiicta 
Ibmbs ant ip the habit of ditaking maltiifaar 
mtm^in, nor is it eoatoinar;^ fa eat sfit ariftb 
di^r meali^ The idishea ads brought, in 
4Hi^f : < onr ^fi^ was a krge tupande lof 
aaaf»» which |s a &writo additinn to the 
iiiiuseif 06 tha lioher peoftfe^ and is madf. 
of aa^p^ planst^ and raisins^ boiled so as to 
^^99)^ almost a mucilage. We were helpe^ 
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to two acmp^platsfr full it this^ which we ate 
witkoat knowing If any £hing mdre waft to 
come* No sooner^ however, was the sobp 
removeds than two large salmon, boiled and 
icat in slices^ were brought on, and, with 
th^m, melted butter, looking like oil, mised 
with vinenr and pepper : this, likewise, was 

cleared our plates, earnestly hoping we had 
finished our dinners. Not so ; for there was 
then introduced a tiirebne full of the esfihi 
of the Cree, or ^eat tern, boiled hard, of 
which a dozen were put upon'^eacfa of oiir 
plates ; and, for ^auce^ we had a large.faadn 
of crram, mixed with sugar, in which were 
four spoons, so that we all ate out of the same 
howl, placed in the middle of the tabic* 
We petitioned hard to be excused from eofiog 
ik^ whole of the eggs upon our plates, but 
we petitioned in vain. *^ You are my guests/* 
said he, '^ and this is the first time you have 
done me the honor of a visit, therefofc, you 
must do as / would have you ; in . future, 
when you come to see me, you may do m 
jmdlike/^ In- his own ^ccusey hef pfeadod 

, * In Kaintscbatka, acccording to Krac)ieQinnikow> 
when a feast is given to a person for the purpose of 



/ 
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Ills age fer not following our example^ to 
wfaicli we could make ho reply/ We de- 
voured with £fficalty our eggs and cream ^ 
but had no sooner dismissed our plates^'than 
half a sheep, well roasted, came on, with a 
mess of sorrel (Rumex acetosd), called by the 
Danes scurvy-gmss, boiled, meshed, and 
sweetened' with sugar. It was to no purpose 
we assured our host that we had already 
eaten more than would do us good : he filled 
our plates with the mutton and siauce,' and 
made us get ' through it as well as we e6uld ; 
although any one of the dishes, of which 
we had before partaken, was sufiicient fer 
Ihe dinner of a moderate man. However, 
even this was not all; for a large dished 
Waffela, as they are here called, that is to 
say, a sort of pancake, made of wheat^our, 
flat, and roasted in a mould, which forms a 
number of squares on the top, succeeded the 
mutton. They w«« not more than half an 
inch thick, and about ihe size of an octavo 
book. The Stiftsamptman said^ he would 

r 

gftiniiig his frieod8bip» the master of the house eats no- 
thing during the repast j '^ 11 a U liberty de sortir de la 
Jourte quand il le veut ^ mais le CowAi ne le peut 
qu* apr^ qu*U s'est avooe twiicu. *' 



M sftlMled if 6ach of ii* ^cmld cit two of 
tll6ni^ Andj With these' moderate tenol> #e 
wete ferted to comply. For hredd^- Norway 
bfi^uit itid loav^ madei of rye^ wtr^ adrted 
tp$ fer our drinks vtt liad nothing ' hot 
otiret^ of wfaibh #e were all bonspdled ta 
Mft{)ty the bottle that stood by os, tind dii^ 
t(MS ^E>M of tQfnbFers^ rather than wibe gliMtea* 
It ^ not the custom m thb ooibitry to mt 
Hflier dinner over the m»e^ but "we had^ iet^ 
MMd of it^ to drink just as much cdffee aa 
bUr ifoft thDught proper to gite m. The 
i&^ffe^ was i^ettainly extreme^ food> and> we 
trusted it would termflMdb the feasfc; hit M 
W9t« not yet over ; for a huge bowl of ruin^ 
ipuoeh wars brought in^' antd handed round in 
large glasses pr^ty fredy, and to every glas$ 
a toast was giveti* If ft any time Hre flagged 
in drinking, '^ Baron Banks'' wsks always 
stfie signal for emptying our glasses^ in 
efder that we might have them filled mA 
.4bumpers^ to drink to his health ; a task that 
^o Englishman ought to hesitate about isom^ 
plying with most gladly, though assuredly, 
if any exception might be made to such a 
rule, it would be in an instance like the 
present. We were threatiened with still 



thi»^ flotd^ flccenKiig^y^ motiMr actiisdljr 
mtme^ which W0> :wwr wkb difimdtjr attowtNi 
(toffiliise td eaupty" entirdjr ; mr douU Ati 
bedon^ botibjr osdcvkig^ out peopkto^grt 
IIm^ boat yeady £b»* mH departere^ wiias^ 
Iwftng, coRcladed' thi& cxtfaordfihai^ feast hf 
thr^ ei{is of te» oo^. we took «tr feavirj 
«i^.i«Mbe« Bdbrig abRtttettoIclaek , but 
AdI Mt f3r sdine time; TecoYsc from tlie ef** 
iMstff trf thiis' mosfe iavduwtarjr iateoiperance. 
ladttd,/ we must acknowledge; we wen 
seftiewkaft iik the aaoie' jiredieament a» Che 
guest of the Kamtachatddt^ of whoner K«h 
dieniiiniksiirikrtha* folates^ ^^ H vomit pe»Y 
dant son iBpas jusqn^ ^ due £910: abasii api^ 
ma ftetJA de oette nature> loin de pmivoiv 
mangar penda^. deux oa trctb' joiirs^ iL 110 
sauraife mtem regaodte amoiiiv alim^t^> aaot 
4n& k eceiii? he lid soiUi^ve^'" On aftifnyaMliif 
idating the aaecdoie of the Stifibsamptiiian^fl) 
dinBer to Count Tramp^. he assured me thaft 
He ' had pai^&feen. oi ^^ ^jjoailac one htipael^ 
when he first went over to the island, at 
Which time soup was served^ upon the tkfiile 
made from the boiling down of a whole 
hyUodc« Noir are Mr. Phelps and myself 
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tiie 4Mily Englishmen who hame soSiBxeA from 
the hospitality of the Geheiioe Etatsrped; 
for, since the first edition of this work wm 
printed, I have had the honor of becomii^ 
acquainted with Sir John Stanley, at whose 
table d once had the pleasure of meeting 
Sir Joseph Banks and Mr. Bright; thus 
being one of four, persons, each od whom, in 
the course of forty years, had made a separata 
Toyage to Iceland ; and each, too, had fresh 
in his meitiory the events of the . day ^n 
which he partook of the ^ feast of the same 
noble Icelander* I do not recollect the ce- 
iMDony of the goblet of wine, which, accord-- 
ing to -Mr. Bright, took place when he and 
his friends were at Vidpe, ^ but I well re* 
member that the old gentleman made us 
Strike our tumbler-like wine glasses with our 
ftngemail) that we might convince the com- 
pany, by the vibration of the glass, that we 
had drqnk off the last drop of liquor. -At 
table we were waited upon by two females *,* 
so exceedingly handsomely dressed, that I 

. * Asl had thU day« for the first time^ an opporttt-» 
Bity of observing carefully the dress of an Icelandic 
lady> which is different from that of other countries* I 
$}ai\ avail myself of the present occsMoa of describings 
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'OMcluded tiiejr weie not cwnmoii t ti h maH y 
»nd I afterwards undentofMt that my con* 
Jojtures were right, and that it was alwsjrt- 
the custom for the htdies of the house t» 

it at some length ; a thing I vm the better sUe to do* 

aiace I bad the good fortune to bring one of the rich* 

eat in the island safe to England with me. I have 

pveeired, also, an Icelandic account of the difierent 

uticlea it it composed of; from an Ea^iah timnik- 

tioi| (tf which, that the governor hu been ao good as. 

to procitre me, I have harrowed' a gteat part of what 

follows. TobegiatbeawilhtheFiUtir, orhead-dreaat 

thto is the most singular and unhecoming part, and I 

. feel and) » difficulty in maldng my description of it ia- 

tellifiiUe, ttwt 1 think it right to aantot 

an engmitng pf it. The inside Is cook 

posed of a number of pieces of paper* 

Iblded into an oblong shape, and neatlj* 

covered with two white linen haDdker> 

eUeft, in such a way thatj below the 

bottom of (he paper, they ace fhrmaA 

into a sort of cap, that fits the hmi,. 

and goes on nearly as &r as the ears,. 

which are, however, always exposed, 

' whilst the hair is-carcfully twisted into 

a liBOt on the crown of the head, and 

entirely concealed. lYom ,tbe top oC 

the head to the extremity, the FMur 

measures righteen inches, and, fiwo a cyKndncal shapa 

below, becomci gradually compressed, till the upper 

fsH is quite flat, aod bends orer in tke firant in a ni«ft< 



wiMl a6 taUe when ai^ 8tn«g«n ore fonstmL 
The two vbo h«i« pedbcmedi this empl^gr^ 
iMoi (whkh is in. thk countiy hy my meaa» 
Qili«idev^ « oMiiaal one) were, the iUetl^ 

ner ttet sonewhat resentUcs tn oBtrich ftartSier, tlunq^fr 
flsdtf inferior to k in cdiegsnce. Its width at the top < 
li ftfe inches' and a half; lower down, near the head, 
fimr inefaes and a farif. The part which covers thtt 
head is boaod round/ to keep it on more securely^ 
with two handsome chequered silk handkercfaiefii like 
al tuttMUi> but more tight The tipper part is stiflenedf 
with jiciwcfous rowa of pin?. Three gilt' sihrer oma* 
menis ore featened to the front ol the Fkldiin about 
eight or "ten inehes above the top of tfie head, of ar 
sphericlJ shape^ hollow, omamenled with open work, 
«»i tiMf embossed; firoDB these hai^ knobs of the 
asone nietal> and rings with leaf-like appendages; in 
Ae eentre of the ring ia an embossed figure of the 
BIsssed Vir^n> with our Sisrioar in her arms. The 
:aest article I shaH nentiov ie the* UppMntur,, or 
io ^s ct ; which ii made of fine gvasn vdvet, bound with 
a mnfow str^ ef gold lace, with twebioad bands of the 
sane matesialsy and of al^^t workasauship, m front; 
and three en the back ; thia is fastened beiore, all the 
my down the middle, bjr means of six bige clasps ot 
silver gik, on each side the opening, as large as a half 
tfown, and f aely embossed witk flowers ; and these; 
dasps are ran«tivad moie aonspieuoisB by being fixed 
npena border of black vdmt, wfth, a red 4dge. I^sonn 
Htm bodlioe' depends a gfeen petticoat of fine ftlolh» 
vMsii goes over sevnraLolhemreftvm4asiil« Ov«r thia 
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the widovr of a clergymKn^ and, the^ronngtit^' 
hei'.daughttr, both <^ whom live in the fii^ 
la^Aly, and are maintained by the liberalitf^ 
pf our host, who is himsatf a widower* 

16 worn Mother petticoat ftkij ot fine Uue bfaatf-* 
dotli> which^ of course, conceals ttie green one: it ia 
bound ¥dtii red at the bottom, just above wlHch is a 
broad border of flowers of various eolors, worked in 
tatnbouir. Over the petticoat in fron€» ill worn anaproil 
fSvynta) made of the same materials, ornamented witii 
flowers like the petticoat, and bottlered idl round wilK 
red. Prom the upper part of k hang three large silvei^ 
gilt ornaments ; the centre one' spherical; the lateral 
ones hetnispherical ; all hollow, Hchlj orhamenfed and 
embossed, and having a silver leaf depending from 
cadi, which, together with many of the other otiia* 
ttents, when the wearer is in motion, contAbute nO 
little to making a jingHng noise, like hoives with bcSi 
attached to them. Just beneath these omainents the 
petticoat is &stened by means of the Lyndi, or girdk, 
wUeh is nearly five feet in lengflk, and ceniposedof a 
nmttber of oblong pieces of silver; about an inch and a 
half long; and on^indi wide', sewed with 13te extremities 
close together, upon a piece of green relvet, -sotiiat it 
Ibrms a number of joints, and is easily bent nmnd the 
body, and festened with a buckle ; one end is sufiered 
to hang down in front of the apron, and nearly reaches 
the bottom of it. AH these joints are gilt, and beau- 
Hftdly ornamented with (^en work, and raised knebi 
sf fiUver. The jacket fTrejaJ, whidi goes over and 
eoRoesls a pert of the bodice, is made of black velvety 
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Tbiy Wi^re b6th handsome in tiidr persims, 
and had beautiful complexions. Daring the- 
dinner, a large sheep^ the finest of the flock, 
was brought into the room for us to see^ 

t^ seams aadbordera of the sleeves ornamented witli 
fine gold lace^ with another stripe of the same dowa 
the breastj wd gold embroidery near the opwoig in 
lh>nt> which, .at the bottom, is never ftstened, but left, 
wide, to eiMbii the ornaments of the bodice. The 
Kraga Is a stiffandilatcoUar, an inchand a half wide^ 
compMefy encircling the neck^ and ihstened to the 
upi^part of tb0 jacket; this is also embroidesedwith 
fpM, and seta offthepret|y &ceof an Icelandic §^to 
great advantage; from the opening in the sleeve hang 
qpheiical ornaments, called Ermaknafj^, of silver gilt, 
iB^ead of buttons. The HaUtfefeLl is merefy' a piece, 
of '99bxtt lin^ put round the neck, oyer whidi is 
bound the HaU Sikmer, or nedc-handkerchief, of pur- 
ple silk. Around this the HaXs Festi, neck-chain, three 
tet ai^ a half Iqi^, of .silver gilt, and of very curious 
wiHJaBansh^, is fi^iund three times, by which means 
it eoy^ about two inches in depth of the bhie silk, 
usd has a very good effect upon it; on one end of it is 
ftstaMdalaigebiiscelet fNUHJ curiously ornamented, 
and hmig round with, the initials of the owner: this, 
also, is of silver gitt. The stoddngs (SqckaJ of an 
Icelandic lady are generally of dark blue worsted; the 
shoes (^^Sftoir^ are made of the sUtt of seals or sheep: an 
0iUaDg]|^eoe IB slit down two or three inches before and 

beblnd, and sewed up somewhat in the form of the foot> 
ifioeli it socm^tokfiB thesbf^pe of 1^ stretchingj, aiui is 
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mi ^Artts' then soit oa> boatd our boat. as. t' 
jpraient. It. had hwoA, was . faotirely mhite, 
and was'csovered with an extnmdy coaifje aikd 
almost straight laag wociL^ iitf^rmixed with 

drawiitig^ byalestber thoag^niiiniiigaloiig ihbedgt, 
and tied orer thelbot. These aie so easily inade^ tbi^ 
I' paid aaly six shiDings for a dozen pair. This drtitt 
isap^cabteoii^fouimMseriedladiesof nmk Totfa6 
lMddiDg^»dvas t«v6 rieh oiniDaits are added: .oile Is 
tkit/Mqffkr,'arWiet,wMktmnd4^ head-idMs.$ it ji 
madA iaXhesame manneit, aad of the same iriatfrialm 
as the giidle^ bat more el^;atktly: wrought^ and the 
joiBts'are.fiustenM upon gold Jaoe. Intfaefipont are the 
imtia]s:o£the weaxer embossed^ sunnouiited by a canm 
•et wilJirpvecidas stoned. The oth(^ 0Riain(efflt.i».tha 
Herdt^eiti, shoulder^chain; made entSre^ of alirer gitt* 
of ooDsideiable ip*eight> and of most ! exiqpusite .work* 
asandip. Tins oonaects seven drculsr pioeesof silTer> 
jisdi as laige as a five-shilliag pieoe^ and (Maiamaated 
%ith aiky^ wire, twisted> and. disposed ia vario«t 
Bgiures; The diain is a douUe onie» gon^ over eaeh 
liioblderjr aod is terminated behind hj n laiige silver 
iiedal, gilt^ two inches and three quartenin diamf<»r# 
and representing in relie:^ on one aide^ the cnnafixioa 
of our Saviaar between.th«i two thiimres^ with a nuiviber 
of ^tvemely weQ defined figures bdow. . Tke siqier- 
scri^tion ii PEOOATA. N0J9TRA. IPS£. PERTVLIT. 
JN. CORFOR£. SVO. SVPER. UGNYM. VT. PEC5^ 
CATIS. MORTUL IVSTICIE. VIVAM. The i^wne 
tefawNHQits Abraham about to oftr up his son Ifaac, a^d 

iheaagdof tiM iMdJt^Fiiig the band sbaady. lifted tf 
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rfiavMr ft8Km«--^4)n'ratemng:.to Hakeirigb 
Mr. Jorgcnien^ who had entiie pewsemon of 
tlw. gM«mineiit»faiOiiis^ oflered me a bell 
tfaere^ nvliicfa I gliuHy acfpcpted. 

«lqr4us«>ii: the siqpencr4^n> PATBE. ML EGGS. 
IGNIS. £T. UGNA. VBI. EST. VICnMA. N. DIXIT* 
iyiRAHAM. D0MINV6. PRO^lXkEBlT. FILL VL 
1 liave foBowefl, Iiterftll7> Hw qidttng <if tlM 'wmiidic 
Ae'ktttra* ap wvM n Hie viIiqIa fVH**^-, an tn^noiBBal 
ftvwcviidMi* it k sappoied to have beta atnidi: in 
Itauaaaikj and has the dale Iwcrihed i^n the Altar> 
1487. Thetiroend8oft]iediaJbaarecoiu)fictedi]ifroB(t 
hjr a leng tnuMVerae fAeoe of dlv^ gilt, degaat t l y gm^ 
lNMe«iaDd<)riMiBmited$ ItonMddckiee^^ 
eross of tiM earner metal, wbkli 'haaigii down; 190ft Ite 
bMMt, aadhae, iathe«eiiti«4if it, a Iml fbr l|pUai|f 
perftmee. The IkLiif tills lioKbeeni in «dief'thi%uM^ 
of the Virgin Mivy wiHiour Smionr in her anps, aaA 
inlte<nnder«ide, a nepieseatalion of rGodthe AliMrv 
in llie likeness €Xf an oM aoan In Kiies, hsvii^ 
ttW i n itpon his head : We is sitting on a throng snl 
snpports^pvitli his hands, beMeen ins knees, aur ISaninsr 
«ipM Hm oioss j vdaie^helioi^lSputt, liteadpvibna^ 
evrtstreiK^ed wiE^, is hoi^erfaig uixm fats licad : abenH 
them aro the woids ^fSRA. TRiNITAS. EV. "VNIU 
IffifT^. Sunonndlng these, 8t4hblbur«Mti«BBitiii 
of the<!Poe8, tfe tho'Sjmbt^ical representations of thn 
Erangcftists. TMs M^osstesbeenfnafiHarilf infedaad, 
Ttpw&rds of five hundredyeais. The Koiliu* and Hend^ 
Hftsti afe kid asuie after the ^imiding, and theoSMMitei 
lady, kijRdffitfon to ^^ ^^AethessdMa^ dsseiflMd, * 



f«v28. .,,,8o. thrtil.wtribled.iio.lwlbelrtliah 
Hie 'i)eBeb^ jwiure a v$it\fpiM»kf c^m^ 
fPUBcd ^wts thrMm: up» : pritic^Uy ,fWfi(# mo- 
^oimintt^ of. ivfaich waiqr ipeeincm wete 
iitK AisCiobg, and otiO' foot widii. Sbooie'^ 
llie am^Utr plaotshad d!>^ . fitmd; Jiprall|r 
twisted an: a Mry ragufair n^iamr thronghoiiit 
4lMir. iiAK4e kngfll ; .iMit> on drying tfifen 
jfithout ptessiWt t^ tvnfltddl appMtPaneb^ vir 
nbhedi and they became q<iile «tr«ight 
' . . . . « 

iioir to sudi«:li«.iqqpaunuieel abnoad without tkfe 
iHBpH^ fm Mter ooat Of te|>it> 6f bli^ dotbi m|i 
bfqfi^ t>p|4er^ Qf velvet of tke sam^ color^ ftsleined «U 
,the w^ down before from the chin to the bottom, bjr 
me^ of numerous large clasps of silver ^it, and or- 
naiftMted ytsMk fwa lai^ge dvcidar plates of the ^ta^ 
imM on thn J)rmili« ricfcly jmhnisrd^ and adotwd 
with litUe leaves, and with the inilials of the vfwf 
set in stones. The Vi^pslog. are cuffs of black v^vet> 
with gold embroidery. It is needless to say that the 
Icelandic manufttetories do not afford either lines, silkj 
0oldlace»ovbMad-eloth: these are Danish produce $ 
M «V the othpr actieles ^^f thedicss.are made in tl» 
-UXMry* Of cQusiM^ tbejomaments of other di^esses ane 
not all exactly like what I have here described -, but vary 
according to the fiemcy of the artist, or the wearer, and 
.fcw are now to be met with of equal value with these 
aow mentioned. . . 
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Thnnday, Another completdy tainy day ooa^ 
^'™^*' fined me within doors, or W tbt 
town. ^ After breakikst a present of birtter 
and Cree^ eggs (Sterna Hirtmdo) earaefitmi 
the Stiftsamptman, who at the same time 
wished to know when I proposed setting off 
upon an excursion into the country, that he 
might previously procure me ho^ and 
othCT necessanr things. Hitherto, the ezoe»» 
flively wet weather had rendered the bogs 
dmort impa«able, and the mountain. wer« 
still every where covered with snow. I there- 
fore determined to wait till this day week 
before I started. It was prdposed that I 
should go first to the northern quarter of 
the island, if the weather permitted, and 
spend some time in Borgafiord, which is 
reputed the richest and most fertile diiitriet 
in Iceland. 

PrkUx, Till to-day, the wind had been al- 
June 30. ^^^ constantly in the south-west, 
but it has now veered about' to the north, 
and promises a fine and mild day, compared 
to what We have yet had. With an Ice- 
landic lad for my guide, who went on foot, 
and frequently faster than T thought it pra- 
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dbnt to' ride on horseback in such a rocky 
country, I set out to visit the great bed of 
Hraun (pronounced Uruin), or lavii, about 
six miles to the south of Reikevig. The part 
of it, which I first caime up to, y^$ within one 
or two miles of Havoflord, where its course 
has been stopped by tkl^ sea, after extend- 
ing a length of twenty-five miles from the 
.critters, which are supposed to have given 
bitth to this wonderful current. In some 
parts of the way^ there was a track which led 
us t6 the spot; but all traces of- this track 
were lost when we came on a small morass, 
' and A was an hour before we reached .the 
Hraun. At a little distance, this huge mass 
of lava has a most extraordinary appearance^ 
» its siirfiice being 6very where as much broken 
and as uneven as that of a greatly agitated 
sea^ and its boundaries very distinctly marked 
'by the lighter ccrfor of the natural rock, or 
by the ve^tation which this latter produces^ 
whilst the lava itself is.almost black,aad looks, . 
at a little distance, a» bare as if it had issued 
but the preceding day from the crater. On 
leaving my horse, and proceeding on foot, 
with no itttl^ difficulty, upon the Hraun, 1 
was still more struck w^th the strange and 

VOL. I. Q 



4e8<^teappiBai»nQethat9urr<>imdtd'me Tim 
Etatoroed of Iceland, who was preseol .at th« 
&moas. eraption of Skaptaiw Jokul ^„ inform 
me that the tocrents of lava^ which he had 
there an opportunity of observing rmutfng 
with a smooth and even sur&ce whilst in a 

4 

beatedjand liquid state, in the act of esooUng 
split and broke into ininimen^>le pieees^ 
many of which, of a monrtrous siae, weee, b„, 
the expansive force of the air beneath^ hea?ed 
from their bed, and remained by the side q{ 
the chasm which they once filled up. From 
a similar cause, the whole of this prodigious 
mass is composed of an infinite number oi" 
fragments of melted rock, of various si2e%- 
some twenty and thirty feet high, and of the 
strangest figures ; scattered about an extent ^ 
of twenty-five miles in Tei^h, and, of front 
two and three to ten miles in width>. in tba 



. * It ought to have been noticed at p. 6> in speaking 
c^ the Icelandic mdde of pronouncing the iford J&kul^ 
that a tenn very similar is^ both as to spell^ and- 
pronunciation^ applied to mountains of the same kind 
in Switzerland^ where, according to Wagner, they are 
called Eis-jdcher, and that this word J'6cher, in Ade- 
lung's opinion, is most probably derived irom the Latin 
*' Jugum ". 



great paEili of tbis lara rery wmch resembfesi 
the burnt cinders^ or cokey which hme heem 
wed Hk drying tMhy, ami b searty of thft 
noa^ cobr. The bfger inasses are generally 
ifdte base ofi v^getation^ but,, where the 
mtiftllar pkcfts form a tolerably level sitrfacey 
Trkbostmiimm cane^em grows in great abandU 
alnee^ and reaches to tdbe length of a foot, ot 
a foot BBd a half, b«t is always barren* T\m^ 
in dry weather, from the numerous colorless 
hair-Hke points' on the leaves^ has almost as 
white an appearance as snow. Among it I ^ 
noet with the Geranium syivaticum, Bartsm 
./pma, »i . fe«idpbel&», but n«» ia 
iower. J^aguria vtsca and .Bkitlms saxaiUii « 
were cominginto blossom. Encalyptaa^miay 
which is so rare in our own country, was not 
uncommop on the laVa. 

Sktufdavy ^ fl^^ range of moimtahis \x> thet 
July ^- sou^w/ard of Reike^rig, caHed ikm 
He^fel mountaim, had hitherto been so 
completely covered with snow, that I knew it 
waa ia vain^ to attempt visiting them. As the 
MOW was vmm, however, in a measure meked> 
away, and^as they did not appear to be at a 
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greater distance than twelve or fourteen inilesy 
I resolved^ if possible^ to climb some part of 
them to-day, and accordingly set off on foot, 
and without a guidey early in the morning 
for that purpose. But, after going in as direct 
a line towards the nearest point of them, by^ 
the compass, as the nature of the country 
would permit, at six o'clock in the evening, 
I found myself, apparently, as far from the 
object of my walk as when I first set out* 
This delusion, I apprehended, was owing to 
the extensive valley that I entered yesterday, 
through which, the lava had made its course, 
which was concealed by intervening hills 
from the view of a person looking towards it 
from the neighborhood of Reikevtg. Except 
for the first three or four miles,' the rest of my 
walk was entirely over the Hraun; and a 
more toilsome excursiori can hardly be con-^ 
ceived : it seemed to be rendered doubly so, 
by my being obliged to return without 
reaching the mountains. The immense quan- 
tity of Trichastamum,y¥hic\i covered a great 
part of the lava, and filled up the interstices 
of it, only rendered walking among it more 
difficult; for it was impossible to see where 
it con^aled a deep hole or a piece of lava. 
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which would give way under my feet; and 
conisequently, I was frequently precipitated 
^ upon the sharp edges of the rock. The worst 
of all was^ that I could not well have chosen 
a more barren spot for' plants^ in so long a 
ramble; though I met with one species that 
delighted me much^ and made me for a tima 
, forget the fatigue : this was Andromeda hyp- 
noides *, which I found just in flower^ on the 
north side of a huge mass of lava, and only 
there. Rhoduda rosea was tolerably plentiful 
on the Hraun; but scarcely in flower., I also 
met with L^opodium annotinum and Conos- 
lomum horeak. Inho^g^ grounds, before I 
arrived at the Hraun, I found Orchis hyper- 
barea, the scent of which is very pleasant, 

* Besides the beauty of the color of the flowers of 
this plant, which particularly attracted the attention 
' of Linnaeus, during the course of his travels in Lap* 
land, and induced him to say, that, ^' florens mirum 
in. modum jucundissimo florum suonim colpre specta- 
torem aUidt,*' it struck me 00 less forcibly by the 
singular elegance of its form and general appearance. 
The delicate tint of the flowers was here finely con- 
trasted with the uniform blackness of the lava. Its 
barren- shoots, as is observed by Linnseus, exactly re- 
semble those of a moss, or of a small Lycopodiuni, 



86 



HEAR RJBtKfiVtC* 



und Eriopherum alpinum. On my return^ I 
remarked on the opposite side of a large lake^ 
a small conical hill^ of a red color^ looking ai- y 
most as if it were then in a state of fusion^ It 
appeared to me, that, to arrive at this, I had 
only to go round the east end of the lake, in- 
steadof the west, and that, by so doing, I could 
come into my old track again; but, after walk- 
ing a great deal out of niy way to reach the 
east end, I met with a deep and rapid torrent^ 
which emptied itself into the Jake, and, to my 
great disappointment, impeded my fiirther 
progress. To recompence me, I found grow- 
ing in thiB torrent a plant, which I recollected 
having seen in Mr. Turner's collection, under 
the name oiRivulmia oflindrica of Wahlen^ 
berg, who gathered it in Lapland, hut has not, 
I believe, yet published it: it grew here 
$even or eight inches long, and was attached 
by a small expanded disk to t)ie rocks at the 
bottom of the stream. Although now not 
more than half a mile from this little red 
hill, I was compelled to turn hack, and, after 
getting round the west side of the lake^ \ 
Jhastened to my hoihe, which I reached at 
twelve o'clock. 



• 
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&]iidiy» This morning Mr. Phelps, Mr. Sa- 
jaiy 2. yigjiigjc^ and myaelf, went in a boat 

to the Lax Elbe^ or Salmon RiTOr, a small 
stream that falb into Reikevig Bay;, about 
six miles east of the town, thus called, on 
account of the quantity of that fish that 
frequent it. ^ Mr. Phelps' object was to look 
at a water^niiiU, which, he understood, had 
been erects near the mouth of it; but of 
which we fbiiad little more than the skeletons 
for the Danes, who had pldimed it, never 
finished the execution of it. During the 
voyage, we were amused with the number 
of eider-fowl that were swimming about in 
all directions, with their jroung, and we also 
saw several Swans and Mergansers (Mergtu 
serratar)y besides many black Guillemots 
(Colywhus TroUeJy and abundance of seals 
were continually playing within the reach 
of gun-shot from our boat. Near the mill^ 
a causeway of stones had been forn^d across 
the riv«r, with three openings, in which were 
boxes for catching the salmon as they return 
down the river from spawning. Twenty 
were taken by these means in one night, 
l^nd so plentiful were th^ in a pool a little 
below this spot, that ip a few minutes one 
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of oUr boatmen caught six^ by striking i[ 
pole^ with three barbed points, at them. 
Three or four others also were caught, by 
the man leaning over the bank, and suddenly ' 
seizing them with his hands. On wet ground^i 
near the mill, Sphchnum ampuUaceum and 
Buxftatimca/o/tosa were not uncommon. As 
soon as we reached Reikevig in the evening, 
we were informed that several persons had 
called on Mr. Savigniac, to say, that a con- 
spiracy was in agitation amongst the loer 
landers, who intended to surround the goyenir 
ment-house^r and, after having secured such - 
persons as were in it, to take possession of 
the Margaret and Anne by surprise, as 
they understood the crew consisted only of 
twenty-seven men. This tale appeared, at 
first, too improbable to deserve attention; 
but, on the arrival of the Etatsroed on pur- 
pose to inform us that he had received an 
ofier from fifty Icelanders to join him, if he 
would raise the same number, and seize upon 
our vessel, it seemed necessary to take active 
nieasures and put a stop to this projected in- 
surrection. Accordingly, Mr. Jorgens^i, who 
had previously placed arms in the hands of 
f i^ht natives, and formed them into a sort of 



troop^ set off with his soldiers for tlie house 
of Assessor Etnersen^ who was Apposed to be 
one of die chief movers of the conspiracy. 
/A horse was taken for him, upon which he 
wds placed, and, guarded by Jorgensen and 
his^ cavalry, was marched, or rather galloped, 
into the town, and confined for a few days 
in the government-house. 

Monday, Three days of tolerably fine wea* 
^ttiy3. ^Ij^j. were followed by one of almost 

continued rain, and, indeed, it was hardly 
possible to stir abroad the whole week, on 
Tuesday, account of the wet. I rode, how-r 
^"^y^- ever, one morning, to the hot- 
spring, where I found a tent pitched, and as 
many Icelandic women and girls as it could 
possibly hold, sheltering themselves in it from 
the weather. They had come with their 
linen, which was brought on horses from 
the town, to the hot-spring, where all the 
clothes of the people, for many miles round, 
are washed. Some of them had a few 
little miserable potatoes ^, not so large as a 

* These potatoes, tlie giowth of loeUind, and the 
best the island afibrded this year, were not only 
wretchedly small, but veiy bad 5 not being mealf' 
fiithin, but fall of a yelfewish tasteless mucilage. 
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talUAzed walnut, which they were cooking 
in the spring for tbeir dinner, tod which 
they oflfered roe. I had carried with me 
some eider-ducks' eggs, for the purpose of 
trying how long it would take to boil th^n 
hard, and I found they required ten mi- 
nutes, whilst lying in a part of the water 
where the thermometer rose to 200 ''• 

Saturday, After a stormy night of wind and 
July 8. ^j^^ ^^^ weather ckared up about nine 

oWock, and, being furnished with hotaes, ' 
tents, &c., aod a guide, by the -Stiftsampt- 
man, I set out for the Geysers, which I 
proposed vi&Hing before I went into Bot^- 
fiord. This I was the more anxious to do, 
as it seemed probable, from the many un« 
lucky events which happened, amd were 
inimical io the trading between the Iceland*^ . 
ers and the Englisb,^ dis^ we should not 
make any long ^y, and Mr. Phelps was 
very particular in desiring me to Oome hack 
* , at the expiration of a fortnight at latent, 
lest the vessel should be ready for «ea ; for 
that there was no prospect of my getting to 
England this year, if I did not return with 
the Margaret and Anne; since the Flora, 
a ship of Mr. Phdps*, whose arrival . he eac- 
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p^ ««. d»er <«r <^, *« „« yet- 
come, and no other BritiBfa vessel was ex- . 
{lected. Three horses vr^re toaded with 
tents^ provisions^ &c*^ and a foitrth was a 
relay. These were fiistened to eadi <4ber 
in a line, by a rope of twisted horse^iair, 
tied at one end to the tail of the first horse, 

, andr at the otli^, to the under jaw of that 
which was next to it '; andio on wkh t^erest. 
My guide rode befisre, holding a line, fest^ 
efoed to the month- of the first In^age- 

^ horse, so ths^ ihey dil followed exactly liie 
«ame track, and, so accustomed are Iheae 
jborses to tliis ^ode of travelling, thlit, even 
when t^ey are not tied, tfafiy will still fceep 
fi^iowbtg each other, to the grdat annoymnee 
of any person who may hs^pm to be ridins 
Ihem, and may wish to go a little iaster 
than the rert, or to leave 'the regular Une. 
A man from the :diip, of the name of Jacob, 
who, aldiongh a GenbAn by tmth^ under-> 
€tbod suffici^Qkt.of Danish to act as inter^ 
preter between me and an Icelander, who 
spoke that language, rode a sixth horste, and 
I a seventh; yet, even tlMse, numerous m 
they qiay appear for one person^ were found 
liot sufficient for our jouniey. There . ]«, 
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for some distance from Reikevig, a sort of 
beaten way, along which we went with 
greater ease than I had expected. Before 
we arrived at the doors of the first house we 
met with, the inhabitants came out to offer 
jUs sour whey- and milk, in large wooden 
bowls, carved with no other instrument than 
a knife from birch-wood, and covered with 
a lid, on which, and sometimes on the two 
ears, . are cut leaves . and other ornaments. 
They hold about a pint and a half, and are 
used by all the natives to carry their butter, 
when they go upon a journey, as well as to 
drink their whey and milk out of, when at 
home. These good people were examining, 
with great attention, a pistol, which Jacob 
had slung at his girdle, and which they were 
very anxious to know the use of; but this 
it was not so easy to explain to them, nor 
would it have been prudent in our present 
situation, when we might be called upon to 
make u^e of it in our own .defence, against 
these very persons, whose ignorance was our 
surest protection. From this place, which I 
understood was named Kirkat, and which lay 
due east from Reikevig, we took nearly a 
northerly course, in our way to the head of 
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Hiingevalle-vatn, or tbe Lake of Thinge^ 
▼alle. The weather was so rainy and thi^k^ 
that we scarcely saw any thing of the coun-^. 
try, till we arrived at the base of the moan* 
tain, Skoul-a-fiel, whose three, lofty and 
cone-ahaped aummifa are plainly neea from' 
Reikevig, and by far exceed in height any 
of the neighboring hills. At the foot of 
this mountain, a deep and narrow chasni 
caught our attention, which seemed as if it 
had been formed by some violent convulsion 
of nature, and continued for some way by. 
the side of our road. ' Near it, I ako re* 
marked the perpendicular *side of a hill| 
composed of basaltic columns, jointed here 
and there, like those in Staffa, but not more 
than eight on ten inches in diameter^ and 
less . reghlarly columnar. From this place, 
till we got to the banks of the Lake of 
Thingevalle, nothing interesting occurred. 
Hie country, through- which we passed, con- 
sisted either of a dreary moor, over whicti 
large ^masses of rock were every where scat- 
tered, or pf a disagreeable morass, into 
which our horses not unfrequently sunk up 
to their bellies; In one of these morasses, I 
passed a woman, driving a horse, loaded with 






^tue trunk of a tree^ which had been dog up 
Gkwe bjr : it was ao Ittrge as to appear nearty 
as great a hurthew as tbef beast evmld welt 
walk under^ and was^ probably^ five or six 
feet long^ and nearly a foot in diameter.' 
I do not recollect roeeting^ widfi any remark-^ 
able plants^ different from those I had before 
seen abouft Reikevig, except an Orchis^ with 
a siagutarly inflated and semi-tnuisparent 
nectarium^ of whieh I conld find no descrip^ 
ti&R in the Fhra ScandmofBim. Several sorts 
of dwarf willows were common, as well as 
Bartda alpina, Geranimm syhaticum, and 
C^nosi&mum hflreaie* When we reached 
about half way of ou^ day's journey^ we 
stopped half an hour to bait our horses, and 
arrived at Heiderbag, where we proposed to 
remain 'the night, fietween tea and elefeii 
o'clock.- The-^ priest E^losen, at whose 
boilse I calied to deliver a letter from the 
StiftsaBiptman, rose fi^m bed, and assisted 
us to fix our tei^s^ and unload the horses ; 
but tlie heavy rain had wetted ahziost ever3!^ 
thing, so that we passed but an uncpq^ft- 
abieni^t, lying in our damp clctthes^ and 
oa the moist and swampy ground, 
our tents were pitched. 



st^fyiff B^i^ly thU moraingi the priest 
July 9. |2a»e to invifei^ m^ to bueakfost lit hia , 
bowe^ whieh I readily agreed to>. taking- with 
me tea^ co£^e, and other provisions ; a pre- 
caution . absolutely aeoesMry^ for his boose 
would a£>rd: n€>thing bi|t milk, skiur, butter, 
and fishv I uras even qbliged to send back 
to my teat Sor a ttettie to boil the cofiee in. 
Tbe .bply part of the house to which> wo 
fwve admitted was tiiat in whieh the fish^ 
tfiUow^ wool, mUk>.&c.,. were k^;. for this> 
b^ii^ the besit part of au Icelandic buiidiiig^ 
is* used for thi^ reception of strangers. It 
had walls of alternate layers of tnrf and 
sl^e, without either cement to uniterthem, 
OK plaister to cpnceal their nakedness, and 
the fbor was the bare earth. One chair 
.was all our host could furnish*, and,, indeed, 
th^re would not have been room« for move, 
so completely was the place lumbeied up 
witb oM chests, oM clothes, &c. Wluit little 
provision there was in the house was most 
willin^y offered, and it was with^ difficulty 
I could prevent him from killing a Iamb, to 
oitertain us better. This man had been se- 
cretary to the Stiftsamptman, who had pro- 
cured for him the curacy of Thisgevidle 
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(there being no ehureh at Heiderbag), wbic^ 
would be the means of his ultimately ob- 
taining a more lucrative situation. At pre^ 
sent^ his income is extremely narrow^ being 
only six rix-doUars a quarter (twenty-four 
shtMings) from government^ but the marriage 
and burial fees amount to something more i 
the former ceremony, I think, U pTrformed 
for two marks t in addition to that^ he has 
a house to live in free of expence^ and some 
^ebe^ whidi enables him to keep five cowa^ 
and twenty-eight sheep. Three miserable 
cottages, also, stand upon his glebe, for one 
of which he receives four dollars, for another 
three, and for a third two dollars per annum^ 
The chief employment of the female part of 
his family, besides knitting, is making but^ 
ter, skiur, and sour whey, which constitute 
almost their only food. In the winter, if thei. 
weather is very severe, the priest is obliged 
to kill some of his cows and sheep, for want 
of a sufficient quantity of hay, and in such 
cases, only, can they afibrd to live upon 
flesh. After breakiast the priest visited his 
nets in the lake, which had been set for the 
first timie for catching a fish, which the 
Danes call Forelles, and which is allied to 

5 



Mr C&ir^ but^ I thinks quite distinct AW 
tb(Mi|^h I tompared it accarately with the 
desoriptioiHT of the vinous species of Seitmai. 
ittSlmufs Zoology^ which 1 had with me^ I 
could, not find that it i^reed with any of 
them. Only one^was caught, which we 
eocJced, and found tery delicious *• At 
noon our iriend ,was obliged fo take leave of 
us, as he was iunder tiie necessity of siting 
6ff for Reikevig, wh^re he was to preach a 
sermon befofe^the bishop on the following 
'(Mbnday) moniing. He assured us, how* 
ever, as there was eveiy appearance of a 
eontsnuanoe of the rain, which fell in tor* 
raits the whole day, and of our being con* 
sequently detained, that he would, if pos- 
sible^ be home the following day, that he 
vmight aceofhpiBny us to Tbingevalle, where 
:his prindpal, as tie calfed him, lived, and 
would, receive us kindly, We hardly ex- 
pected to see him return at' the time ap* 
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* The 8«i8cm of the y«aritiwhiclitkeFof«i/e« abound 
In Lake Thin^Talle was now approaching: -about the 
S9th of July they are caught in the greatest, plenty^ 
and of a large size, some of them weighing from ten 
-to fifteen pounds. 
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painted; fiir, in aufditMi «o lijk cum ittdghti 
faiB hofK had to cany twt^ 1»^ ojioili^ 
conlainiiig' tellovr^ wool> and wonted stodd» 
ings^ which were to be baiteraol fcp inmand 
other articlet of neoesaity/at Reskerig; 

Monday^ A fitAe bcttcr wealtieir this^ iBMNiii* 
^^y ^^* Jog indiioed ns to ptat our laggage 
oat of the tents to djy i bafctbit iraa^acaacaljr 
done when it begm to Tain» and eontmuad 
to do 80^ without intnumsroiliy Ae* whala 
day. We wcflpe not even able to light asAre^ 
but wicre obliged to ^end «ur ]pioviaiofis to 
the priest-ii houae^ which iwas foil aiqnaitov 
of a mile off^ to be cookod. . 

Ttresday, Alitor a night of wind ^andi \many 
Jttly lU j^jn about ten o'c^odc the wMther-* 
cleared up^ ahd^ with the exeeption of n few 
isbowers^ was fine durii^ the remaindd?' of 
' ^e day. A brighter atmoapheie ilow pei^ 
mitted us to catch a glimpse of the neigh- 
boring scenery; and. jfee-^ first thkig that 
dre\y our attention was the immense Lake 
pf ThingevaUe just befor^e w, and seeming 
as if placed thea^e by encjiantoieii^ aib 



.* 



■ 1 



« • 



tiHittglr ttlmMt at M# fe^, we htd ]4dmt9 
iMm nolil^ng di '% fau^tplt tlw margpfi. it 
it ittokoned .fifteen milei iiiiig> And fo>«i tipt 
to tweke niki widk. Nnr tlit middle fite 
two Hiie Uadi inaolated vodcs^ ef eoiuttdeit 
aibfe glue nnd height; ^ Itrgest oalled 
fiendey^ ai|d the smaller om Nescy^ upon 
belih whkih, theuekeds of idie Blac^rbedQed 
Oalb (iMms mwrimm JL Smrt Bakr l^ji 
pmuaHjr rear their youeg. North end scnil^ 
of thif lake, werv aome grand rugged mourn 
tmtm'y fanit at a considerable difitanoe from the 
plaoein i«4Hoh we were, and mmAy cpymied 
vrkfa fallow. Whilst W6 wpre lookii^at this 
maglitioantly wild scenery, the priest came 
dewn te us, having returned late the nig)it 
before, fftsr ^ joumny of two days on. hensr 
back in iit^essi^t rain,* (luring .which time 
ho did net onoe dbange his clothes ; not even 
wiien he had to preach . befcu^e the bishc^* 
We new pvi^Kised taking a walk by the side 
pf the lake, and setting oflf on our joumqr 
earlf hi the ^Aenijion* The margin we found 
eeery whare flat, and the water appeared 
evlMmely sfaallpw for a considerable way 
iMe tibe lakp, bat it is by lao inteans S9 
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towards the middte^ where^ in some jriacei^ 
tke natiires cannot fathom the depth. Tbe 
ihores and the bottom, as iar into the lake 
as we could see, ' we^ formed of small Uaok . 

^ fragments of cock, except that in a few places, 
at a little, distance from the edge, there are 

. some entire and romantic masses, on whi<^ 
I found several mosses that I had not befoie 
met with in Iceland : wme of them, indeed, 
were quite hew to me. A beautiful Lecidea, * 
with a white atnd powdery crust, and red ' 
ihkld. with an elevated margin, grew in > 
small patches upon sp hard a substance, tl^t 
I was not able to procure the smallest piece« > 
In the lake was abundance of Rivularia 
Cfflindrica. At four o'clock we set out, 
accompanied by the son of the priest of 
Thingevalle and by the priest Egdosen, for 
ThingeTalie, which was only at the opposite . 
side of the he&d of the lake, and not more 
than'i^ve or six mifes distant; yet^ owing' to 
the badness of the road, and to qur stepping 
to look about us, it was eight o'dock before 
we reached it. Nearly oqr whole ride lay 
along the shores of the lake, which are com- 

- posed entirely of small .broken^ pieces of lava, 
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m many places nearly at: ftie as sand^ and 
as fatiguing to tbe^honses as sand, itself 
yfovld have ueeti. . A^long this^ wherever the 
numerous streamlets^ which ran into the lake, . 
bad deposit^ a siiiall quantity of soil, the 
•Wight yellow green of Burtrc^ia Jhntaw, " 
.and the pink-colored flo^irers of Sed/um Hf^^ 
hsvm, wer^ fine^contrasted wiCh the black* 
ness of the ground* In some places, at a 
short distance from' the shore, such of the 
rock as had been melted was in an entire ^ 
state, and marked on the %ur&^Q all over 
with numerous elevated semicular lines, ia . 
a manner not. unlike the shell of an oyster *, 
. if such a comparison may be aIlo\'$red. We > 
.passed a tolerably wide stream, just b^low 
: a Cascade of considerable size, which re- 
minded me of the upper fall of the Clyde ; ^ 
. but thi^re were lia trees, and scarcely a blade 
of grass,, to clothe. the surrounding voekM. 
. Having reaphed tbe northTeastei:n extremity 
of the lake, our guide told us we were 
' ' . • • 

* As a figure will give a better idea of this appear- 

. anoe than words can possibly do> I will b^ to refer, for 

an excellent representation of this kind of unbroken 

Ivm, to plate 35 of Bory de Si. Vmoeni; Voyage dans 

let fiNiIre prindpales Ulu det men d^AJrifue. * 
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ifeOftiiilf to 1h€ fMi of Alflil^«lfMg^tt> ¥rtii^ 
t bad iMwd toiMh ^/ M 6n6 of the gt^atM 
einriQitlttt tn Itietehd. We utrendy ti(Mind 
tfv^ fVMUd brblcfeti ifito «i Mmber of greA 
«{ieR^gs>bfVittiou$ length atidt^lll; some 
10 dMp/thVfc the (krknefii^ pi^vMted our 
mklii^ thfe bottom^ which ifi others was <soii- 
i^lied by ide atid sliow. .^^ a nudcteti we 
«Mbe to ttie t)^ritik of a fi'ightflil pr6dipic6^ 
iSUwtk Whk<h we lool:ed into AithVintgiBit, a 
ttKMMtN)!d» ^hastfi^ exteiidiiig almost as ftt as 
ll^ conld see> itt a ^fo^et litie^ nearly eaiit 
lind WM,i thl*Mgb Xhih our toad lay. A 
ftttidli^ c^nitig iMranchdi^ it>ff iii a s^HneaM: 
l)itectiofi> aind) a gteat imttib^ of iiti^ge 
fjAe^ite of rock having fiiHen into it^ Ishe na* 
fibres, without any etssistttnc^ from art^ make 
it Wnte i» an eMrafnoe to the others iHere^ 
imf^fef, we ^re obKged to have atl the log- 
gage^ l^n «he cuddles, taken dlt oar steedd, 
and i^aitied on the shbatdet^ of our })edp)e. 
The htftses were then driven d^rwn betweeti 
the great stones which composed the descent. 
A more rugged pass * can hardly be con* 
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y a une vaigMd^ ihgt6i Miibi dUtitls roc^ partite 
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ttived. As we desoe^ded bf tbia rude bat 
9»tural staircase^ the IsideSt which were pca^* 
peodieiular^ became' proportioaably higher, 
tUly winding round some huge fall^i pieces ^ 
of rocky we entered the great chsfsm. A ^ 
grassy bottom of considerable widths and eSsc^ ; 
tending as far as we ^uld see^ afibrded in 
iiifficient^ thoii^h not a very luxuriant, pas-^ 
tore fpr our horses ; and this determined me 
to have our tents fixed here> that we might 
wmwa all night in tbii remarkable apot. 
some idea of the ichnography of which i 
bave endeavored to convey by means of the 
„«»^ «g«ring, wbioh, however, rej,*. 
lents it 90 imperfectly that I omitted it in 
the first edition of this Tour, atid am featful - 
my i)eaders may think I might as Well have 
done so in the present. On the left of the 
enftrdince to :my tent, rose a perpendicular 

liofnmes grimpent^ et m¥nent leurs chevaux, qui mon- 
laott oes Aegr6^, tn 'feisant dessauts qai ne Fes a^ramcent 
pas t0ujfNir8,"-«-Pove29en and OUrfsen, § 863. — ^I pre. 
sxxme, by the woid taillesy Messrs. Povelsen and Olafsen 
do not mean to imply cut hy <irt'; for I certainly coirid 
not perceive that any artificial means had been em^ 
p!oyed> nor could they have been so to advantage^ 
without more pow^ful engines than the Icelanders are 
possessed of. 
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wall^ above an hundred feet in height^- black 
and craggy, with here and there a littiel 
vegetation, and a stunted birch, which tock 
foot among the ledges of the rock : it was 
on the lofty summit of this that our priest 
told us criminals used to.be executed * : on 
the opposite side, and at about the distance 
of twenty yards, rose another wall, equally 
perpendicular, and more cra^y, but not 
half the height of the former, yet, probably, 
in consequence of its being less exposed to 
the rays of the sun, covered with a more 
abundant vegetation, especially of moss 
(Tricftostqmum canescens) and Saxifrages z 
about a hundred yards from us in front, a 
little bend> in the direction of the chasm, 
appeared to shut us in by a lofty precipice : 
behind us was the pass or entrance to the 
chasm, which I have just de8<^ribed, and by 
the side of it a continuation to the south- 
ward of the high walls of the chasm ; but 
the passage was almost choaked up by a 

* On looking into the French edition of Povelseh s^d 
OlafseWs Travels, I find the above place mentioned as 
'' la roche escarp^e d*oi^ Ton pr^cipitait' jadi8> ' dans le 
b{kcher> lea victimes condaron^es k ^tre brdi^es pour 
rrime de iorcelerie. ** Tom, v. p. 363. 
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tast number of locKse 'pieces of rock/, which 
hftd fallen from the precipices above. How^ 
ever^ we had now no time to examine the 
pflace more ; for it was necessary to pay our 
respects to the priest of Thingevalie^ who 
Iked scaroefy^ a mile from the piace. ■- We 
therefore left our luggage and tents in charge 
of the guides^ and, going northward in the 
chasm, came to a little opening on the east 
side, throu^ which we had to pass. Having 
reached this, we lodked down into an immense 
plain, which was every where intersected by 
rents in the earth, as far as the eye could 
reach, crossing each other in various direc- 
tions, though moi^t of them were torn from 
north to south : three in particular seemed 
to extend, in uninterrupted lines, the whole 
width of the plain, and were terminated on 
one side by ihe lake Thingevalle. Imme* 
diately below us .was the river Oxeraa, and, 
just on the other side, in the midst of this 
most extraordinary country, are situated the 
church and parsonage of Thingevalle *• The 
verdure upon these buildings, and the unusual 

f This place takes its name fhim the won! JlMng, or 
the seat of the court of justice, which was once there^, 
huf was before that time, according to Poveisen and 



fiMky cTf «h*«8iiU |*tob of grouDd wfa^ 
iiMMdiafeafyiiufiioiiiiiM tfam^ tegoiber mti^ 
Ibe namevoiiB benb^of «atlfo^ made « |>It«H 
mf fMtmit ivilk the vest of tho 'Couotaif^ 
ivibich Wm» at t1l« iVeaoh editors of Fovd* 
•e* and Olafiitn teitn it, '' ItorriUemei* 
WvkMenJB^ par le kmrnrnkemimJ* Wo wieafc 
oiM at tho jibow-montioiied optokig^ and^ 
oiMaiiig thoQMva% atmed at the {Arsonaglo 
bjr a Joad Awed itt on eadli side h^ aiow 

CMafrfiu at Kialaraoes^ and is now at ReikeTig. The 
Obuiraa divided the AUhing into two parts : the tonsie* 
totf, l^hfehtvad tipon Are emftern Imiik^ was hdd ^cny 
yfitoffA tsut JdaitA df IMngeviaie, bat o&fy to <fafe; 
ImIn^m^ ^ Skalh^ti fot the aortJimi fabhof«id^ 
the coo8istpi;y was held at Kugemire^ in the canton of 
Skagafiordur. Upon the western bank of the rWer was 
sittiated thebtiilding, made use of foi^ fhe session of the 
iliftriof ed«¥t> <!tilea Ld^imm. < l?he tittftetten was h^ 
iA»lh0«pen .air ttU idVth wibm a btiildiag: vm t€a^ 
steocted sinular to the rest, belonging to tbe^J^hiug, 
that is to S2^« with walls of lava^ and a roof covered 
with rafters and laths^ ornamented on the outside with 
wadnial. 1f%m-teodholni> a little island in the river Ox- 
Mm wte ibi plaosiof paniihaieiitlbr the <tfiaiiiials/-^ 
$ee Pmkm «9id O^^Mtt, S 909.~T^gwatl js^ fdb^j the 
name of a place in the Shetland Islands; where fbrmerly 
the ohief court of Justice was held.^T<See Mr, N^U^t iatte- 
vesting Mcount qf the Orkn^ and Shetland Isks^ and 
j^»n«loJM% Zetland Islandt. 
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«ft>ne vriiH* A fine pak of roift-deer^t hoM^ 
ftsCened s^mtt Ae aiild of « buiUnig IWM^ 
parttenHrly cai^it vaj atWntionJ Thette 
«mtnfth were lint introdnoed into liiis eomiH* 
tff ^ (accardm^, to Vtm Tmil) in tine yeftt 
If 7O9 from Norwsiy^ bjr onkr of <jki«erMr 
Thbdiil. Of thitt^ tben Mat ten «Ke# on 
the passage. The three remsmiing onea falire 
^iie extremely^ weil, and bred aa fast, that 
at thb lime Count Tnonp rednran tint tfaeit 
are about five tbousand head ia the ishnid. 
They are^ however, quite usdess to the na^ 
tires vf^T no attemfAs have been isade to 
r^ 4oitie8ttpate tbafHy sior can .the infaabatairts 
aflRird to buy powder sEiid bail to enable them 
to kill diem for provisioli. Hiey herd to- 
gether in the wildest antid least fraqoented 
fiarts of the rooantains, where th^ ai^ sel- 
dom seen, land aire not shot wkbont esLtMne 
difficnhyi. it seems truly eactmordinarytiiad, 
in a country so wretdiedfy poor as Icafamd, 
and so ill calculated for the subsistence of 
the greater number of useful quadrupeds, 
the rein^^deer, whioh is peculiarly ndapted to 
Iheir Lichen-covered pfains, should be al- 
lowed to wander at large, not only unsiervice- 
able to the natives^ but devouring a j^ant 



IM THIlfOSVAlXt. 

mhkh serves themselves in part f(»r nourish* 
jnait^ and is also of importance as an article 
of export. This too, when the Laplanders^ 
seated nearly in a similar counttyand unda* 
the same latitude, find in these animals the 
blessing of their lives. Could they but be 
persuaded to see and to follow their true 
interest in this respect, to them might be 
applied what has been so beautifully said of 
their neighbors, * ^^ Hi Lichene obsiti campi, 
quos terram damnatam diceret peregrinus, 
hi sunt Islandarum agri, hsec prata eorum 
felicitsima, adeo ut felicem se praedicet pos- 
sessor provinciae talis sterilissimse atque Li- 
chene obsitse. Pecora enim bene perferunt 
climaitlud ; habent sufficiens alimentum ; red- 
dunt pastori et vestimenta et alimenta.** We 
fiMind the priest, who was the object of our 
visit, smoking his pipe *f- in the front of his 
.house, surrounded by his wife and numerous 
domestics, who had all come out to gaze at us. 

* Fl. Lapp, p. 347. 

t Tbb is a luxury in which only the richer Icelanders 
eaii afford to indulge. A pipe in the mouth of an Ice« 
lander is, therefore, not a common sights and is mostly 
confined to Reikevig, where they learn the custom from 
Iht Danes, who are always smoking. 
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His dress bespoke but little of the clei|gr- . 
man^ not differing, that I coidd peiceive, ift 
any respect from that of an Icelandic peasant. 
He ev^i wore the common blue cap, which 
-conceal^ .but a small portion of his while 
and vaserable hair that hung owr his shoul* 
ders. * He oflered usimitfc, fish, or any thin|; 
that hts dwelling afforded, whidi could be of 
service to us. .His residence was a pretty 
goodHi»Qe/ and ^ore extensive than is com- 
ibon :''ia: Iceland, where, generally, a low 
fence of^stone ot turf encloses a considerable 
portiali of ground, and, in the midst^ stands 
a cluster of Ujttle buildings or cabins, which, 
takenr-^oUeetivriy, ciHistitute an Icelandic 
houa^ :; the walls, formed of ahemate layers 
of IfboQC and turf, are extremely tbick^ 
eiqpecially at tUe base, and do not stand 
perpendicularly, but lean a little inwards: 
tiieir height is about seven or eight feet; and 
the '^ddiJtipte of* a sloping roof of turf, laid 
on birch bougbfe, raises the whole edificb to 
' twelve or fourteen feet. It is to be observed, 
that to all thc^e, ^c^pt pne timlding (which 
is, nevertheless, united by walls to the rest), 
a siq^ entrance serves : so that, going along 
a strait passage, as narrow as it is damp and 
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d^^ fom «onM te othera whteh hraadi off te 
the ri^t and kft^ and comnmaicate to ik^ 
diftiettt <diaaib«rs cur rather cabins^ of wfakli 
the whok house i* is coiiijx>sfBd. One or 
two ave ooeupied a|» sleeping^roomsj wheie 
two or more beds^ elevated about fear feefe 
ffom tbe ground^ ave placed bjr the side of 
the widl^ the head of one touching the &ot 

« flr GMBgn Ib^kraaieglroi tlMi foU9wiog ftroag^ 
d|a«n i^cturf of «i Icebmdic hcmae^ which^ vnforiu- 
i^a^dy^ is applicable to too m^y of them : '* the thic)f^ 
tmrf walla, the earthen floors, kept continually damp and 
filthy, and the personal uncleanliness of the inhaMtanti, 
1^ unke 19 causing, a sqidi insupqportaUe to ji atran^. 
IJO WtMb pf Aftrnitim 9^li^ %o h»F4 b^flu fAwied sipijoe 
th« i^ it vra9 first used i and aU is ia di^ordfir* The beds 
look lU^e receptacles for dirty ra^, and when woo4ett 
dishes, spinning-wheeb, and other articles are not seen 
upon them, these are eonftksedly piled up at oae aii4 of 
ths roeia. Thtre it n9 mode of vept^aliag lusy ii«rt 9f 
ttw Ik>|1IS j aad S9 tweaty peQ()le«aipetimw^9;t wd flay 
Ia tbe same t^rtmentji very pungent vapor? ave addadf 
in no sgciall quantity, to the plentiful effluvip proqe^ing 
from fish, bags of oil, skins, &c. A farm-house looks 
more Kkea village than a single habitation. Somedmat 

sevMil l^viikt live^ ^ncloMd ivHluo the sm»a maai of 
tuii Tbt QQitai^ of thQ lowest ca^r Qf {mp)e a^ 

Vi?tQhcd hov^ ; sQ very wretched that it is wonderful 
bow any thing in the human form can bi*eathe in them.** 
traveli^in Tcetand, p. 115. 

3 
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ibcMiaa H^ hwtin Mr tjift Mitt>.«^ibiiib 

fan tudk M «^^ fiis^pieiiflfr mIh^ m Mfii'^ 

iMifte^itaBC^ Hie uekniivnl. Tb» Ml 

f loQte htajif idi J6MHr0nmrm»„ am frbigb 
aM> tlmomi threfr w Iwut thidc isram l^i^MI 
^vfiAvmSi Ont vocm ts ^tpmfn¥»A' lo 
l^e bMi^, annthor wmw* m a fattfag- TOii Wi ^ 
McLa tbk4 w«t%itchin^. wlmf^ 1^ (k It 
iwufet>f tui^ or, aft la th^^ca^o^ BkTbmgfb^ 
mUe-, 0f «aimU( ti¥ig^ ti£ hticiii^ ^SgtMftJnpqfc 
ffco^ ftlft flame mtenmrnt Iwdft to the 4iii9!» 
bill ibe pm»ri; of 'DtiiigiRvalle: Imi Ha w » 
4alached bniUJn^ di^kig^ liofifarfav in m 

Ofmm imm hagt in kusg^ sfwm 4iattf»r 
WQtdm ifi9i$ghh ifeimUng np^n «lMla all 

rtitli4 ^e ^fuCfOfiiit. The A^MiouM^. Ul 

liriliiir,, fftddl^a/ iwd ftb^ lew imf^^fimm^ i9i 

llitn tliat («lher rjnomib ti^ y^tm^, iif>wvmf^ ^ 
mm^n^ kulklmi^ o^awls tntaiiipe» V» 
ftwta of JiiU thate j^cm remifalQ fte |;aUf 



lit flOKGltVALLK. 

cmli of Bnglifih houses) and Are formed of 
vnpainted boards^ standing vertically. Widi 
r^rd to tile interior^ both the sides and 
bottom are but seldoo) boarded : the former 
are usually nothing but the black stone and 
turfy and the latter only the bare ground. 
G^ierally,' there are small openings, ettlier 
m the walls or «>of, by way of windows; 
but these are rarely glazed, and more fre- 
quently covert with th^ amnion of the 
sheep, which allows but a small portion of 
light ; yet even this is a luxury, and is to 
be found only in one or two of the rooms. 
A chimney, or rather an aperture for the 
emission of the smoke, usually made with 
a tub, is seen in the best houses alone : in 
oliiers the smoke is left to find its way out 
at the door, by which, also, the only .air 
that they can possibly receive is- admitted. 
The son of the old priest accompanied us in 
a walk among the neighboring chasma; 
which ure, every where, so numerous, that 
we could scarcely go ten feet without coming 
to the edge of one that barred our farther 
progress in . that direction. Some at the 
bottom have snow and ice, others contain 
the purest water that can po^iibly-be con* 
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^9€|iy fto deep/ that ill many pUam im 
bottom is to be fckind^ and at the same tiiiie 
90 blear, that, on thrdwing in a stqne^ itv 
descent may be traded With the eye fo^ a 
considerable length of time. We sair aband^ 
anoeof sdiall fish swimming her^, some of 
which we caught, and found to be the>yoUisg^ 
ef' the ThingevaUe troiiti so that, although 
at a.cons(kierable distance from the lakej in 
all probability some of the subterraneous caves 
which abound, together with the cha^ms^ ' all 
oVer^this district commumcate with it. A lit- 
tle herbage covers the intermediate spaces be* 
tweai the' clefts, but the more common alpine 
Lid^ns and Mosseaoccupy the greater partdf 
Ab suHace. Dicrifnum purpureum astonished 
nueiby lis size and abundance. In srnn^ of 
thcjoavernsf among the drippings of the rook; ' 
several plants of Veronica fru£icuIo^a Iweoe 
di^filaykig^ their. lovieiy blossoms, and^ on the 
edge. both of the caves and. precipices^ Pohf'^ 
gohum piviparum ^ewjn such profbsion as 
to farm thick tufts, several feet in diameter, 
and' of great size. Cattle are often sent here, 
to graze, biit not without the annual loss of 
several, which fall into the holes and perish. 
The priest Egclosen Itad himself a narrow 

VOL. I. I 
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into a diasm that was. hatf filled wtth.mmr^ 
v^herei ke remained till the wxt iiiwaing» 
when he waa searched for^ and, fortiiMtdyi 
diaccnuered m time to aaire his life. On 
retuFning to the, honae^ ve found the vroaeieft 
f]id girls milking the^sheqi^ which weiefiar 
tf^ia puvpose enolos^ in a large Qblc»ig fijuN 
sided wally made of lava and tutf^ m alternate 
hyers, with a door for theadmittaoieeof the 
women, and a smaU squafe openieg, just high 
enough to. permit the sheep and lambs ta be 
driven in: a still smaller one ccmipiiiQicates 
with another little enclosure, into whidb, 
through tlHs aperture, which is not. krge 
enohgh to admit the idieep, the lambs are 
put, whilst the mothets lure milked; other* 
wise^ they would be TOstless and wiwilUng to 
stand stilL Many of these sheep afforded a 
<|«art of milk, of a rich quality, but that 
which comes of the second milking, is, by far, 
the best; for it is the custom here, having 
.milked the whole flock, to begin again and 
milk them a second time. Thecows are milked 
in the open ground, with their hind legs tied 
by means of a horse-hair line. From the milk^ 
tnj^place, we visited thechurch> which stands 
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upon a Httle eminence, nt a shdri distance 
from die minister's dwelling* It was 6f a 
simple construction; in form, an' oblong 
quadrangle, ;with thick walls, leaning a^ittl^ 
inwards, composed also of alternate laj^rs of 
ktva and turf. The roof was of turf, thickly 
covered with grass, and, from the top of this 
to the ground, the building was searcely 
«iore than sixteen or eighteen feet high. 
The entrance end alone was of unpainted 
ir planks, placed vertically, with a small 
4oor of the same materials. I was surprised 
to fitid the body of the church crowded with 
large old wooden chests, instead of seats; 
liut I soon understood that these not only 
answered the purpose of benches, but also 
contained the clothes of matiy of the con- 
gregation, who, as there was no lock on the 
door, had at all times free iau^cels to. their 
wardrobes. The walls had no covering whalr* 
ever, nor had the floor any pavement, except 
a few ill-shapen pieces of rock, which were 
either placed there intentionally, or, as seems 
most probable, had hot been removed from 
their natural bed at the time of the building 
of the dburcb. There was no regular ceiling: 
4l|^y a few loose planks, laid upon some 
Jteams, which crossed llie church at about 
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die height of a man, held somi <^d bibles^ 
some chests, and the coffin of the minister, 
which he had made himself, and which, to 
judge from his aged look, he probably soon 
expected to occupy. The whole len^h of 
the church was not above thirty feet, and 
about six or eight of this was parted oflTby a 
kind of screen of open work (against which 
the pulpit was placed) for. the purpose ;ofcoa- 
taining the altar, a rude* sort of table^ on 
which were two brass, candlesticks, /and, oi^er 
it, two extremely small glass windows^, tbe 
only places that admitted light, except the 
doorrway.. Two large bells hung on the 
right-hand side of the church, at an equal 
height with the beams. I observed that the 
Icelanders pull off their hats, on entering 
their place of worship. . We left pur friend 
JBgclpsen to take his rest at Thingevalle; but, 
preferring to sleeps in the tent myself, after 
being abundantly supplied with trout and 
milk, we returned to Almannegiaa. On 
walking to the north of the cha&m, I met 
with a few scarce plants : among them were 
Carex atrataj extremely fine, Saxifraga 
rivularis^ Veronica fruticulosa, Osmunda 
lunaria, Pofypodium arvonicum, and Hyf^ 
num siksiamm. I much regreUed ^ot being 
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abib to spend more time here ; but^ aa a 
yisit . to the Geysers was the. principal object 
of my journey^ I thought it best to accom^ 
plish that firsts and!, if there were leisure^ to 
wait here a few days on my return: we 
therefore proposed^ should the weather be 
suitable, to. continue our route early in the 
morning. 

Wednesday, The moming proved fine, and 
July 12. ^g jjj^j scarciely breakfasted, when 

^clo^n and Thorlavsen (son to the priest 
of Thingevalle) called us to proceed on our 
journey. They both kindly oflfered to ac* 
company me some way, that they might 
point out such objects as were most worth 
our attention. We stopped at Thingevalle, 
to take leave of the priest, and, having 
refreshed ourselves with some rich creani 
which he ofiered us, we then pursued our 
course in a south-easterly direction, among 
^ the innumerable cracks, rents, and hills of 
nigged lava, which rendered travelling ex- 
tremely fatiguing for the horses, and by no 
pfieans free from danger; for a false step, or 
It rolling stone, would infallibly have pre* 
.^. cipitated both the animal and his rider to 
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the bottan of a cktifn. The fMrnages be« 
tween many of these openings were aearody 
of rafficient width for a single horse^ and 
were^ also, so fall of holes, that it required 
beasts used to this ooantiy to attempt to go 
along them ; but the most iatigutng part of 
this dajr's journey was when we had to 
traverse the three long chasms, wfaieh 1 
have already mentioned as extending acnyss 
the plain. They were of considerable deptb 
every where, except in the parts where we 
erossed them, and, there, they were half 
filled up with loose pieces of lava, forming 
a rude natural causeway. At the entrance 
of one of these *, we were again obliged to 
have all the luggage taken off the horseSj^ 
and carried over on mens* shoulders. We 
were then foil half an hour in crossing a 
place of not more than two or three hundred 
. yards; exc^t that we were occupied some 
Kttle time, in helping the horse of tiie jniest 
Egclosen from a bole, into which he had 

* Called Hrafaagiaa. Povelsen and 01a&en> spealung 
of the numerous openings in the ground about Thinge* 
valle> say^ *' Celle de Hrafnagiaa embarrasse sur-tout 
beaucoup les voyageurs $ parce qu'il y a bien peu d'en* 
droits o& 1*00 puisse la passer ou la tuaiwner. *^ 



bSmn ftiBong tli^ n>dt&> ttud whett lie kfed 
totii the dkin more than half way do^frn hii 
hg. Tim miafoitttne^ whkh lamed ^e pMo^ 
aaimal oonsid^rablf ^ and wfai^^ td a nati^ 
of mj otter co«]itry> wli^» lile^ thi^ wmb^ 
was virmtfa only oite horse iti the Worll> 
would have been a eanse of olieaskieslii if 
not of eomplaint^ bad no such ^^^t oil 
£g6k)sen: he did not repine at what h^d 
happened^ but went eheerfoify oh hi& way^ 
with his limpmg and bleeding hoM^^ only 
observing on the accident^ diat ^ it eoiildt 
not be helpedj^ &e place was so bad.** I 
know not whether it arises from a peciiliat^ 
resignation to the will and provideiK» of 
Gbd, produced by real piety^ or whether if 
is aacribable to the effect of climate^ afid to 
the poverty and distress which attend upon 
tiiie whole life d the Icelanders^ that they 
seem to feel less for the calamities of them-' 
sdves or of whatever duri^uhds thetn^ ^ah 
ia the case with any other people I hi^vef 
read ot When I was latt^nting the nnmbei^ 
of lives, which, Egclosen informed me, weraf 
lost among the holes that are here ev^ry 
where met with, he stopped me by saying, 
'' it ia Godr^will that it should be so/' On 
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tffTlvii)^ at this opposite «de of the chtito^ 
wei foiiEid oujrselveft in* % somewhat b^ter, 
trap^5 hut, as our friends from Heiderb«i^ 
%Dd. Thii^evalle were not thoroughly ac«» 
^piaiated ; with this country, it was recom* 
meiided to us to call at a peasant's house, 
which was but little out of the way, where 
we might procure something to apjdy to the 
kg of the wounded horse, and at the »sime 
tim^ might inquire after a guide,' who would 
be able to direct us to some reinarkable caves 
in the neighborhood. We .were disappointed, 
on reiaching the cottage, to find there was 
only an old woman at home, who, never*- 
theless, made us welcome, and immediately 
produced some excellent milk for our re- 
freshment, and some 9yre, or sour Whey, 
which answered both for washing the horse's 
wounds, and for drink to ourguides. In the 
absence of the mal^ part of the iamilyy the 
woipan undertook to be our conductor, and, 
without either shoes or. stockings on har 
legs an4 feet, with ei^traordinary agilily, 
sprung . oross-legs upon a spare horse that 
we had, though destitute of saddle and 
bridle, and took the lead of our little cavaU 
Q9^. 3he pointed out to us the entrances 

3 
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to several large caves, one of which in par*- 
ticttlar, called Undergrandur, is said to pe^ 
i^trate a considerable way into the ground. 
We alighted from our horses, and went in as 
for as we tbctught it prudent without lights* 
The entrance was about ten or twelve feet 
high, and about twice that width, but both 
the height and width increased as we ad* 
vanced. For some way in, the snow had 
been drifted, tind still lay unmdted, inter- 
mixed with ice. Beyond this, vast black 
pieces of rock, of an enormous size, covered 
the bottom, land similar ones huiig suspended 
from the roof, which seeined to threaten 
every minute to add to the number c^ those 
below. We climbed over the heap upon 
the groimd, and groped our way, till we 
almost Idst sight of the light at the entrance. 
Darkness prevented our proceeding farther^ 
and tlie coldness of the place, and dampness 
owing to the constant dripping from the 
roof,' made us glad to return to the open air. 
We looked into two or three other caves, 
but attempted nothing more ; as their ap- 
pearance presented nothing particularly in* 
teresting, or likely to repay the trouble and 
hazaid of investigation, they being mostly 
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btrrm of all Tegetatioii^ and ixtk. At tke 
BUKitb of one I found a miseraUe qpectinen 
of Andromeda kypnoides, and a few plants of 
Pyrola mimr. Oar female guide now todk 
leaTe of us, after having given ua dimctiona 
for oar route^ whidi lay atmoit entimly 
among broken lava. We had not proceadeit 
fiir> when Egcloaan told ua that we were 
drawing near the crater oS^ a volcano, and re* 
commended to as to leave oar horses^, as it 
wonld not be easy to appvoadi it with them, 
and walk to the spot. Followii^ this sag*- 
gestion, we <piitted a somewhat ievd tra^ 
of fragments of lava^ heaped one upon the 
c^her^ and came on a gently rising erainenoe 
of no great devation^ but composed of a 
more solid mass^ cracked^ indeed^ into in^ 
numerable pieces, but these were rtill lying 
in their ortgioal bed> and not at all seattaned 
about: the sur&ce was tderably smooth, ex* 
eept that it was marked with elevated semi- 
circular lines. The summit oi this hillock 
was terminated by a still more solid mass of 
rock, of nearly a conical shape, ali con-^ 
sistii^ of calcined matter, which, had evi- 
dently been formed from the mdted ngeetan 
menta of a volcano ; indeed, this was tfaei 
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fim or mouth of one^ and elevated about ten 
or twelve feet from the iabove^mentioned 
lava* On elimbing to its top^ we found the 
ed^ extremely rugged, sharp, and vitrified, 
having an orifice from six to seven feet wide, 
and gradttidly becoming narrower for a few 
feet as it descended, then widening again^ 
and forming a hole, whose depth I was by 
no means able to ascertain. That it did not 
descend exacdy in a vertical direction for 
any great length of way, was made evident 
by tbroviring in a stone, which soon struck 
upon some projecting ledge or bend in the 
.pipe. The color of this cone on the outside 
was a deep gr^ish brown, almost inclining 
to black, and in some places a full red, con- 
^derably darker than the lava it stood upon, 
vrhich appeared to have been exposed to a 
less degree of heat. There was no smoke, nor 
any smell of sulphur to be perceived ; nor, to 
,^ge fmm the grass that grew in thick tufts 
some way down the crater, had there been any 
for a great kngtfi of time. The natives, too, 
had no tradition of its having thrown out 
fire, neither was the place itself known to 
nuiny who lived in this quarter of the islands 
John Staflfiey seems to have passed over 



124 JOURNST TO THB GSTSKM. 

a part of this same bed of Ivn, imng \m 
tl*avets, and was at a loss to imagine whence 
such a prodigious mass could have issued. 
I should have been equally so^ if it had not 
been for the friendly prieit Egelosra^ who 
alone, of several Icelanders ndyr with us, was 
acquainted with this crater, which undoubt- 
edly gave birth to a portion, at least, of th& 
lava that surrounds it. Having spent same 
time here, and made a few sketches of the 
spot, as well as the violence of Ijie wind, 
would allow me, we took leave of Egclosea 
and Thbrlavsen, and continued our joum^. 
We descended from the littte eminence on 
which the crater stood, and arrived in a short 
time at the foot of a great mountain, whose 
sides appeared entirely composed of fragments 
of bare rock, varied, indeed, between the in« 
terstices with patches of Tricbostomwih; but 
these of smalt size, and scattered at not mxail 
intervals : near the summit the snow' lay in 
considerable quantity, over, perhaps^ a solid 
bed of rock ^. As we passed round the loot 

* I have observed mountains in Iceland more lofty 
than this, composed entirely of loose pieces of rock^ 
with their summits perlbetfy free f^xmi snow; whilst 
Qthers in their vidliity> of much VbBA devaticm^ but 
solid in their structure^ were thickly covered with it. 



cf . this huge . find littQ{tUh« ^n^utotain, other 
itiore loft)^;Ofie8> and with more ragged sam^ 
knit8> but .almost of . a blaclc color^ caoie m 
jsight. On" reaching the bottom of a stieep 
hiU> we entered a smal) and fertile yal|?yi 
4l)e fertility of whic^ was the mora. app{ii^i|t 
jsind the i^ore pleasant fiym its being fhnjt 
in^ alcbost on every side^b^r these high bUc^ 
mpuntains^t At one extremity of thi^valley, 
.upon an emiivenee of lm?i, we remarket^ seve- 
ral conical masses, of rotk^ which appeared t^ 
be the apertures^ of extinguished craters^ and 
;exacUy of the same natuje as the one we had 
juat left* They, howeyer, were too far from 
us to allow of our examining them, as it 
would have detained us a day more, before 
we Qould arrive at the Geysers. I therefore 
proposed staying here, if possible, on my i^ 
turn^ and contented myself, for the present^ 
with going a little way up a gulley, in one 
of the mountains, to look at a cavei which an 
Icelander in our party had assured us was 
worth seeing, though I . must confess I found 
in it nothing remarkable. It was an opening 
in the side of the mountain, barely six feet 
high, by twenty or thirty feet deep, exca- 
vated in a hhck sand stone, which, (at least 
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that part of it that had not been exposed to 
tiie air,) was of a veiy shining qoalityl Al- 
though the whole of this mountain appeared 
to be composed of sand-stone rockj yet it was 
not all equally soft: some lay in interrupted, 
but horizontal, strata of several feet in thick*- 
ness, and of a veiy firm afid compact nature^ 
not being so easily washed down by the tor- 
rents of snow water^ as the rest of the moun* 
tain, but remaining firm, and prcgecting from 
its sides in various places, and of a browner 
color. Continuing our journey, we crossed 
a rugged moor of considerable extent, and 
at length entered upon an immense plain, 
a great part of which was either a morass, or 
covered with a Lake, called Apn^Vatn. 
From the water near the margin we saw at a 
distance, at a place known by the name c^ 
Laugardalr *, a great quantity of steam ris- 
ing in three or fpur columns. On approach- 
ing, we found it caused by some boiling- 
springs, one of which was of considerable 
size, and proceeded from an opening in the 
rock in a very shallow part of the lake, 
throwing up a very beautiful jet about four 

m 

* Laugaris^ term applied to the warmbatls, in Iceknd. 






fte^ in hagfat, and of nmly the mxae widdi« 
At the iiiai|[ia of fhe wubcr, aeareat the hols* 
sprug, was a bonier of sa!|ibwv iriiieh cok 
vered ibe atonea with a thin yeBoir iacnista*' 
tion. ^Three or four ^Ibfit boilhig^aprii^ 
alao, were dose by, aoaM miittle way in the 
fake, and othmis risiogiroaa the dry graund^ 
but ail of a small stzt. The rest of our road 
to Middalr> whefe we proiiQeed passiag tfa^ 
nighty waa along the nwipn of the lake^ and 
we reached the plaee about eight o^doek in 
the evening ; hawng travelled the whole day 
without cestiog the horses* Our tents wete 
placed neat the duiceh and the house of the 
priest, who aoon eame down to welecMne 
ua, and ofifer asrfr thing that his parsonage 
would afford* Aa the most necessary, I first 
vequested that we might have some fire pre^ 
pared to cook our victuals by; during wUch 
C|)eration I was witness to a scene that af- 
forded me no small dc|;ree of amusement. 
After Jacob had been gone into the house 
some, considerable time with the fish that 
was to he dressed for our dinners, I bq;an to 
be rather impatient, and begged to be shewn 
into the kitchen, that 1 might see if any 
tiling had hi^pened. I was conducted thi* 
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tber by a female, who took hold of my faaiul^ 
and led me through a dafk passage and a 
bed*room» where but a small portion of light 
was admitted from an aperture in the roof^ 
into the cooking^rbom, whence so much 
smoke Was rushing out through the sleeping^ 
room, as the only vent, that I hesitated 
about proceeding, till I found myself dn^- 
ged in* I with difficulty discovered two or 
three filthy females sitting on the ground^ 
or on some broken chests, and in the middle 
of th^kn Jacob on the bare earth. A fire was 
also (HI the ground between his tegs, over 
which he held some fi^h cut in shce8,*io the 
fryingpauy an article which caused conitder-* 
able astonishment among the women^ Close 
by him sat a pretty Icelandic girl, who had 
won Jacobs regards so much that be every 
now and then, with his knife^ turned out 
a slice of the fish for her; while she, in re« 
turn for every piece thus offered, rose from 
the ground, hugged him about the ntek and 
kissed him. This innocent custom, in Qse 
both among the male and female Icdanders^ 
upon the most trivial occasions, w^s hsre 
exemplified* in a very strong and ludicrous 
manner, and so occupied the attention of 
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Jacob, (who, probably, mistook for a mark 
of afiection, what was in reality nothing 
more than an expression of gratitude^) that 
I was obliged to tap the honest fellow on 
the shoulder^ and remind him that I had 
not yet had my dinner^ and that I wished 
to have some of the fish saved for me. 
Before gofaig out o( the house I was anxious 
to make some trifling present to the mistress 
of it, a little, dirty, ugly, old woman, by 
no means free from cutaneous diseases. I 
presented to her a snuflf-box ; but her mo-^ 
desty would at first only allow her to sup- 
pose that I meant the contents of it for her. 
As soon, however, as she was made to under- 
stand that the box, also, was to be inclu4ed 
in the gift, I had the mortification to find 
myself, before I was aware of it, in the 
embraces of this grateful old lady, from 
which I extricated myself with all possible 
haste, and perfof med a most copious ablution 
at the nearest stream* Of the poverty of the 
clergy, as well as of the common people in 
Iceland, I had heard much previously to my 
copiing to Middalr, yet was scarcely prepared 
jbr wb^t I here met with, though I had been 
assured by the priest Egclosen that instances 
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were not wanting of gentlemen of his pro<- 
fessioh having been reduced in bad' winters 
to such a state^ for want of the necessaries ^ 
of Hfe^ that they have been obliged to beg 
a scanty subsistence from house to house ; 
till^ through cold and weakness and- hunger, 
they have perished miserably among the- 
mountains. Their salaries are, usually, e^ 
ceedingly small : that of the priest of Mid^ 
dair was only twenty rix-doUars a year, four 
of which he received from the king. It is 
true, he added some little to his income by 
exercising the trade of a blacksmith, but the 
wretched maintenance which these two pro- 
fessions, so incompatible, happily, in the 
ideas of an Englishman, conjointly affi)rded, 
may be easily conceived, when I mention, 
that I observed both him and two or three 
persons of his family eagerly picking up 
from the ground the heads and entrails of 
the fish, which Jacob, in preparing for cook- 
ing, had thrown away. After dinner, the 
priest brought down to my tent a present 
of a large quantity of the Lichen islandicus 
(F^allagros IsL). It is, perhaps, in no coun- 
try found in such plenty, as in this from 
which it takes its name. The extensive 
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diMm ftacti> of Skap«ar-fiil l^s^^l prbdace^ 
this p\wlit ill ^treWd" abundance^ arid ria^ 
merdus parti^fif .fr6m great distances rmgntH 
tibilfier^ with th'eiif horses, teiits, and pro vi-* 
ibions in the summer motiths, and remain 
some time, for the sole purpose of gathering 
it. They thefn convey it on their horses ta 
Reikevig, or any other factory, and dispose ' 
of it to the Danish mierchants. PbVelseii- 
and Olafsen dhserve, that a person can col- 
lect four tons or a horse-load in a week> and 
that a peasant is better off with this quantity 
of the lichen, than with oiie ton of meal *; 
It is said to require threef years before it has 

* Kergudeii^ in the 'jitcmint of his Voyage to the 
itorth, gives *ud an extract ft'bm a lettier of nn Icelander^ 
(Mr, dlave) whom he taet with in Patrixfiord^ where 
the qualified of this lichen are very highly extolled ; 
perhaps mdre so than they deserve.' " I send to you, Sir^ 
(says MK Olave) a herb, whichV resembling lung's- wort, 
serves annong th'e'Iceianders as a succedaneum for bread ; 
it is called Iceland-moss, and grows on the rocks of the 
loftiest inouhtains ; so that with truth we may say, God 
gives us bread from stones. It never grows in earth or 
soil of any description, nor casts forth roots. It affords 
a nobl^ feast'; the powder of it is taken in milk, and is 
60' pleasant and salubribus, that I prefer it to every kind 
of flour ; it is, besides, an excellent stomachic, and a 
most sdfe medicine in a dysentery.'*— -Aniong^t many 
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at its full growth ; for^ having once 
cleared a spot of ground by gathering the 
lichen, the natives wait always that length 
of time before th^ visit the same place 

other good qualities of the mind which Icelanders in 
general possess^ contentment with the station in which 
Pkt>Tidence has placed them« and a strong sense of gra« 
titude for the supplies which the Deity is pleased to 
grant to them, are, certainly, the most predominant. 
Cut off by the situation and porerty of his native knd 
from almost all communication with happier climates, 
where plenty and luxury abound, an Icelander is igno- 
rant even of their exbtence, and eats his dried uncooked 
fish, and rancid butter with a grateful heart. He pos* 
sesses the amor patriae in as strong a degree as the in- 
habitant of any country; Volcanoes, which have laid 
waste his whole island, earthquakes, disease, and famine, 
cannot drive him from hu native shoi^. The few who 
have gone over to Denmark have expressed the greatest 
desire to return home, although the kindest treatment, 
and every thing that was likely to make them comfort- 
able, had been employed to induce them to remain. 
The man, who was my guide during most of my excur- 
sions in Iceland, had himself passed two years in Copen- 
hagen, and, although, as he confessed to me, it was a 
milder climate and he had better living in Copenhagen, 
yet he had much rather spend his days where he then 
was. Besides the Lichen islandicus, Povelsen and Ola&en 
notice three other s|)ecies of Lichen which are occa- 
sionally eaten. Lichen probosddeui^Jhe CaraUMes 
tenuissimum nigrkang of DiU.^and L, nivaU$» This 
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i^gaiiiy when they flad another htrveit. llie 
only necessary preparatk>n previous to cook* 
kig is to steep the Kcben in clean cold water 
ibr some time, for the purpose of extracting 
the strcmg hitter taste which is peculiar to 
it: it is then dried in the sun, reduced to 
powder, and boiled up with milk, till it has 
become c^ such a consistency as to be quite 
a jelly when cold. As an article of food it is 
oomiBonly eaten, dressed in the above-men- 
tioned way, and is considered both very whole- 
some and nourishing ; nor does it by any 
means possess that purgative quality, which 
Linnssus and others have attributed to it; 
but which may exist in the bitter that has 
been previously extracted by the steeping in 
water. I do not think its medicinal virtues^ 
in pulmonary complaints, for which it is so 
hi^ly valued in other countries, are at all 
generally known to the Icelanders, many of 
whom expressed great surprise when I men- 
tioned to them the circumstauce. llie good 
old priest, after having presented his Ice* 

latter* which grows in great quantity about Reikevig^ 
IB caUed hy the natives^ Maringraus, or the Virgin 
Mary's Grass, and is said to be extr^nely agreeable 
Ibod^ and of a sweat fiiste. 
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hni-mmB, requested sojw mediMl a^tn^ 

Mipposiog IroBi my foodoeas fior plft&t^ ^^ 

I must be a physiciao* lo this i W9!^ ¥wy 

fo be obliged to undeceive fa|in^ and^ iodbed| 

I <;ould only do it with great difficulty, ile 

wished me mueh to examine his hip, i^ieh 

had been some years ago dislocated, and bd4 

heal(3d very awkwardly for watnt of suigtesl 

assistance. A w(mnd| also, which he rei^ 

eeived at the same period, had uloemiied, 

and he had been able to procure no appliea? 

t}on since that time twelvemonth, when, as 

he said, a geptleman, vf itb % star upon his 

breast, gave him a plaister. He was lxa« 

rolling to the Geysers, but who he inas h^ 

eould not tell. When I at length assured 

him that it was not in my power to render 

him any service, his iii/;i£e's diseases nfere 

numerated, and I was entneated to examine 

her sores. On my declining this, he re? 

solved to turn physician himself, and begged 

file ^o give bim some rum to bathe his wife's 

breast: to this I consented; hut, alter hiiving 

applied a portion of it to that purpose, he 

drank the rest, without being ait all aware of 

|ts strength, which, however, had no other 

effect than the very ludicrou# om of €lS^^sislg 
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ibis otencfti blaeksmith with his lame hip to 
jdianee^ in the moat ridiquloiis manner^ in the 
di!ont of the house* The scene afibrded a^ great 
^ottfce cf mjsrriment to all his familyj except 
his old wife^ who was >very desirous of getting 
liioi to b^d, while he was no less anxious 
jlSittt she should join him in the danqe. 
The wife, however^ at length gained the vio- 
tisxty, and he retired in great good humour ^. 

* I should be extremely sorry, if, by this little anec-^ 
dote, I am supposed to intimate that drinking is a 
common vice among the Icelanders. I have every reason 
to think Tery much the contrary. Indeed^ this very cif • 
cumstance is a cosvincing proof how unaocostomod tiie 
IHTiest 0f Middalr was to spirituous liquors : otherwise, 
^e small quantity he drank, which could not at any 
rate have exceeded a wine-glass full, would not have 
elated his spirits so much. At Reikevig, it is true, drunk- 
enness, and almost eveiy other vice, have been -intro- 
duced by the Danes, but they are confined solely to the 
town, and principally to the Danes themselves. I do 
not recollect, during the whole of my stay in the island, 
•that I saw half a dozen natives much in liquor, and 
those were all in Reikevig. Their morals are extremely 
correct. It is not without the most thorough contempt 
ibr.the author of such a falsehood, that I read the follow- 
ing passage, extracted from AnderBons History of Iceland: 
'* These people know very mfte of God, or his will 5 
for the value of two marks, or sixteen-pence, they will 
perjure themselves even to the prejudice of their nearest 
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Thursday, Thw moitiing we had rain and 
Joiy 13. gqualln. After breakfeist the priert 
came/ down, and begged that he might be 
allowed to accompany me to the Geysers ; 
but this I could by no means consent to, as it 
was my full intention to proceed to Hecia, 
and to return by another route. He insisted, 
however, upon Conducting me some way on 
my roadj and especially across a river^ which 



rektioBS ; fhll of wrath and reveoge> extremely lasci— 
▼iouft ajid vicious^ and errant thieves and cheats. What; 
then^ can be esqiected from a people that have no awe 
or check, and live in an unbridled licentiousneBs^ with- 
out any restraint ashore and at sea, fiiequent opportuni- 
ties unobserved* and consequently unpunishablcj and 
continually indulging themsehei in the filthy sin of 
drunkenness ? "-^These absurd &lsities are scarcely de- 
serving of refutation. Were such conduct, i^ is here 
mentioned, really to exist, it could not but be pro- 
ductive of the most serious consequences to the nation : 
the prison-houses would be filled with persons, who 
would have been gradually led on to commit the wont 
of crimes. Yet, that such is not the case in Iceland, 
may be believed, when it is known that there b only one 
prison for 48,000 inhabitants, and that, on our arrival^ 
which was a little previous to a sitting of the court 
of justice, there was onljNlie criminal in it (and even this 
was more than had been the case for a long time), and 
five or six persons confined for small ofiences. 
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he called Bnieraa, and which, owing to the 
late wet weather^ h^ thought might probably 
be too deep to cross to-day. He accordingly 
went tO' his wardrobe in the churchy dressed 
himself in his best clothes, and was ready to 
start with us. We continaed our journey 
along the foot of a barren mountain, at no 
great distance from the marshes. Here and 
there, indeed, we met with a few stunted 
birch-trees, but no plants that I had not seen 
dsewhere. Leaving the mountain, and cross* 
ing a disagreeable swamp, we, in about two or 
three hours, arrived at the most fordabte part 
of the Brueraa. There was already a party of 
horsemen there, resting their horses a little, to 
prepare them for the iatigue of passingthrough 
this stream, the bottom of which is exceed* 
ingly rocky, and the river itself both wide 
and deep, but at this time considered fordable. 
The package of fish, wool, &C.9 were care<- 
fully fixed by ropes to the top of die horses* 
backs, so that they might be as little exposed 
to the water as possible; and the horses, 
being then tied in a line one behind the 
other, all reached the opposite shore in safe- 
ty, though the smaller ones were compelled 
to swim. A foal, which was &stened by 
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the M(^ to the tail t>f tiai mother, uras jdrs^ 
ged thfXMigh^ and landed on the other rid^ 
of the river, more dead than alive, through 
fen* and cold. Our party folb^red, and 
«ms equally fortunate in getting over with* 
out any accident (except the vi^ting of \llie 
luggage and oursehnes), though the water 
ivached to the middle of die body of bur taU 
lest horses. Here, after procuring us «ome 
miUc from a oottage close fay, the priest todc 
hts leave of ns. In ; the vicinity of the bouse 
ymm two or three 'botling^springt, which 
srane used byrthenuhabkants for the purpose 
ofeotdqing, as well as -for that of washing 
their cloi^hes. At a few miles distance, on 
our rights we aaw a'vety oc^isiderable column 
efisteaim, rising from the marshes, attt place 
which the guides called Beykum ^, and 
irh^ they said I m^ht visit on .my way to 
jikattieh;^ Our journey now lay either en- 
tiiriy over a mofBss, vrfaieh provedieKtsemely 

* This is iMt the Reykmm» or Rukum, whkh Sir John 
St9xd^ has ^ven so full and;9Q f^hniiable fax account of: 
many places are called by this an^ similar names^ derived 
from the Icelandic word Reik, or Reyk, which signifies 
tmbke; such are Jteykholtj^ Reikevig, Reikholtsdal, 
Mdkaaaei, &c» 
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fetiguing to our faonas, xj/tuipou liie>edge«(f 
k» where a quantity <if lome soil hifd heem 
washed down from thetimmtaipai^y'thetovt 
rents, and was scaticely more , firm tlKin iba 
bog itae]f« At aliout ^to o^cbck in theofisiK 
noon we obtained the Spnt view of theimouw 
tain, called Langer&ll, ^from which tka 
Geysers spring. It is of no great .ekvatiMi^ 
risings aoeoiding to Sir John Stanley, whd 
had an o|^ortnnity of ascertaining by admca* 
^urenient^ only three hundred and ten fret 
^boye tb(8 course of a river which rans at iH 
foot. It is, however, lemarkable for its iotu^ 
lated situation ; being entirely aunounded 
by a morass, which extends for a very t^ont 
aiderable way in every direction, except ti^ 
wards the north, whene this hill is not sepa<^ 
rated by an interval of more than half a «fftie 
from higher mountains. The north side is 
perpendicular^ barren, and craggy ; die op^ 
poatte one rises with a* tolerably gradual as- 
cent, and from this, near its base, we saw a 
number of columns tsf steam mounting to va* 
rious hf ights. Enlivened by the prospect, we 
quickened our pace, and at eight o'clock ar- 
rived at the foot of the hill. Here I left my 
horses^ &c., to the eare of the guides, and 
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htstehdd taaomg the boiliiig-«priiig8» happy 
ia the prospect of soon beholding what may 
jwtly be coi^idered as one of the most ex- 
ttaordinaiy operations of nature^ and thus 
aeeompltshing one of my principal objects 
in undertaking a voyage to Iceland. The 
fever. part of the hill was fornted into a nunK 
^ of mousds^ Gohiposed of what appeared 
to. he day or coarse bolas^ of i^rious sizes : 
tome of them ware yellowish white, but the 
gmter number of the color of dull red brick. 
Interspersed with them^ here and there, lay 
jneces of rock, which bad rolled, or been 
washed down by the rains, from the higt^r 
parts of the mountain. On dieso mounds, 
at irwgiaar distances, and on all sides of me, 
were the apertures of boiling-springs, from 
some of which were issuing spouts of water, 
Irom one to four feet in height; while in 
others, the water rose no higher than the 
ti^ of the basin, or was gently flowing over its 
margin. The orifices were of various dimen- 
uons, some of c<nisiderable size and regular 
formation, covered on their sides and edges 
with a brownish siliceous crurt; others so 
small and irregular that the water seemed 
only to be boiling through an accidental hole 
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kk the moand^ and beeame turbid by admis^ 
tore with the soil^ which colored it either 
with red, dirty yellow, or grey. Upon the 
heated ground, in many places, were wxne 
extremely beautiful, thot]^ small, speciinens 
of sulphuric eflk>reBeence, the fnabtlity of 
which was such, that, in spite of the utmost 
care, I was not capable of preserving any in 
a good state. I did not remain long in this 
qpot, but directed my steps to the loftiest 
eohimn of steam, which I naturally con- 
cluded arose from the fountain that is alone, 
by way of distinction, called the Oeyser. 
It lies at the opposite extremity of this coi* 
lection of springs, and, I should think, fiill 
half, a qiKuter of a mile distant from the 
outermost ones which I first arrived at. 
Among numerous smaller ones, I passed 
three or four apertures of rather a large 
size, but all so much inferior to the one I 
was now approaching, that they scarcely 
need any farther notice. It was impossible, 
after having read the admirable descriptions 
of the Geyser, given by the Archbishop Von 
Troil and Sir John Stanley^, and, especially, 

* I need scarcely refer my readers for a more fuU 
account of tbe Geyser than it is in my power to give, to 
the letters of Von Troil, who accompanied Sir Joseph 



ftfter* liairitig ti^isn the engravisigd made fit>ai 
dnmngs tabea by tUe^ Iasirineiitioii£x} gai^ 
tiemiin^ to mistake it. A vast circular 
ttMMmd^ (of a substanee "^hich^ I bdieve^^ 
ims fifst ascertained to be silicebus by^ 
Frofesflcnt Bergman,), mta elevated a( coii*-' 
flfiderable height aboire those that smfround^ 
ed most of the other sfAingS. It vias of si 
brownish ffref coW, made rugged on its 
exterior, but more especially near the margin 
of the basin^' . by numeious hillodcs of (he 
Same siliceous substance^ vasying in size, but 
generally about as large a^ a mole-hill^ 
tlleir surface rough with minute tubeinelesi 
and covered all over with a most beautiful 
kind of efflorescence; so that the appearance 
c€ thesehiilocks hds befen aptly compared tcr 
thttt of the head of a cauhflower. On* reaching 
the top of this sifieeous mound, I looked- into 

Bknks in his voy^eT to Staefi& and Icsdsind : t£e "wofk is 
td^iK^kmtm' to every one. TKe t#6'exeeB^iit kltteMi 
of Sir John Stiinl^ on the hot-springs . near B^^onii and 
on those near Haukardal, ane to be found in the 'third 

volume of the Transactions of the Society of Edinburgh. 
Ih'the same volume^ aLso> is to be met with a fiill account 
i^ the analysis of the water of the^hot-spxings^ by the late 
Dr. Blacky of £dinburg;h< • 



the peHfbcttjT cireukr bfaMii*^ which gmdiially 
shelved down to the mouth of the pipe or 
crater in the^ centre, whence the water issued. 
This moudi lay about four or five feet 
below the edge of the basin> and proved, on 
my afterwards measuring it, to be as nearly 
as possible seventeen feet distant from it on 
every side; the greatest difference in the dh* 
tanee not being more than a footi The inside* 
was not rugged, like the outside; but appa^ 
uratly even, although rough to the touch, 
like a coarse file: it wholly WMited the little 
hillocks and the efitore^cence of the ex- 
terior, and vras merely covered with' innu^ 
merable'small tubercles, vrhich, of themselves;, 
were in many places rendered quite smooth 
and polished by thefallingtof the water upon 
them. It was not possible now to enter the 
basing for it was filled nearly to the edge with 
water the most pellueid I ever beheld, in the 
centre of which was observable a slight ebulli- 
tion, and a large, but not dense, body of steam, 
which, however^ increased both in quantity 



* To* caiapsae great thm^ tvith smaH^ the shape of 
titfs basin Tesembles that of ti saucer ivitha round holi^' in 
Its middle. 
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and density from time to time, a$ often as 
title ebullition was more violent. At nine 
o*clock 1 heard a hollpw subterraneoua noise, 
which was thrice repeated in the course of a 
few moments; the two last reports following 
each other more quickly than the first and 
second had done. It exactly resembled the 
distant firing of cannon, and was accompanied 
each time with a perceptible, though very 
slight, shaking <^ the earth; immediately 
after which, the boiling of the water increased 
together with the steam, and the whole was 
violently agitated. At first, the water only 
rolled without much noise over the edge of 
the basin, but this was almost instantly 
foUpwed by a jet*, which did not rise above 
ten or twelve feet, and merely forced up the 
water in the centre of the basin, but was 
attended with a loud roaring explosion: this 
jet fi^U as soon as it had reached its greatest 

* I have followed Sir John Stanley in using the word 
jet for this sudden shooting of the water into the air« 
which continues but a few secondS^ because I do not 
know that we have any term more applicable in our lan- 
guage. The French employ the word ilancement in the 
same sense> whieh seepis to convey a better idea of the 
things but cannot well be rendered in £ngUsh. 
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height^ and then the water flowed, over the 
margin still more than before, ' and in less 
than half a minute a second jet was thrown 
up in a similar manner to the former. 
Another overflowing of the water succeeded, 
after which it immediately rushed down 
about three-fourths of the way into the basin. 
This was the only discharge of the Geyser 
that happened this evening. Some one or 
other of the springs near us was continually 
boiling; but none was sufiiciently remark- 
able to take ofi* my attention from the Gey- 
ser, by the side of which I remained nearly 
the whole night, in anxious but vain expec- 
tation of witnessing more eruptions. It was 
observed to us by an old woman, who lives 
in a eottpge at a short distance from the hot- 
springs, that the eruptions of the Geyser are 
much most frequent, whc^n there is a clear 
and dry atmosphere, which generally attends 
a northerly wind ; and we now congratulated 
ourselves upon the prospect of being enabled 
to ascertain the accuracy of her observation, 
the wind, which bad hitherto continued to the 
south-west, having this evening veered about 
to the north. At twenty minutes past eleven 

VOL. I. L 
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Friday, ^^ *^^ foHowitig moming, X was 
^ttix H*' apprised of an approaching eruptioa 
by subterraneous noises an4 shocks of the 
ground, similar to those which 1 had heard 
and felt the preceding day ; but the noises 
were repeated several times, and at uncer*^ 
tain, though quickly recurring, iatervals. I 
could only compare them to the distant firing 
from a ^eet of ships on a rejoicing day^ 
when the cannon are discharged without regiw 
larity, now singly, and now two or three 
alinost at the same moment. I was standing 
at the time on the brink of the basin, but 
was soon obliged to retire a few steps by 
the heaving of the water in the middle^ 
and the consequent flowing of its agitated 
surface over the n^ai^in, which happened 
three separate times in about as many mi- 
flutes. A few seconds only had elapsed, 
when the first jet took place, and this had 
scarcely subsided before it was succeeded by 
a second, and then by a third, which last 
was by far the most magnificent, rising in a 
body that appeared to us to reach not less 
than ninety feet in height, and to be in its 
}<>vver part nearly as wide as the bfisin itse^f^ 



Urtifcb k My-DM ftet in diftmeta*. The 
4ii$«tolii df i% Wdl l( ptodigtod^ bbdy of wbiite 
fcit^i tildgn^efit bejrcmd whsit the Warmest 
)i$fagirt8ttiofn cbbld picttim^ and by concfeai- 
ment rendering more impressive the wonders 
it envelopped; but^ higher up^ amidst the 
vast clouds of steam that had burst from the 
pipe^ the water was at intervals discoverable^ 
mounting in a compact column^ which at a 
still greater elevation, where it was full in 
view, burst into innumerable long and nar- 
row streamlets bf spray, some of which were 
9hot to' a vast height iti the air in a perpen** 
dieulat direirtion, while others were thrown 
out from the side, diagonally, to a prodigioui^ 
distance *. The excessive transparency of 
the body of water, and the brilliancy of the 



* Darwin, in his Botanic Garden y vol. i page 1^8, has 
a few lines upon the Geyser^ which are rather more 
poetical than correct : \ 

High in the frozen north where Hecla glows. 

And mislts in torrents his coeval snows; 

CTer isles and oceans sheds a san^ine light. 

And shoots red stars atnid the ebon night ; 

When, at his base entombed, with beitowtng sbttnd 

V^M Geyser roar*d, and^ struggling, shook the gruiinii; 
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drops^ as the sun shone through them, con* 
•iderably added to the beauty of the specta»- 
cle. As soon as the fourth jet was thrown 
out, which was much less than the former^ 



F6ur*d from red nostrils, with her scalding breathy 
A boiling deluge o*er the the blasted heath; 
And wide in air its misty volumes hurl'd 
Contagious atoms o*er the alanned world : 
Nymphs^ your bold myiriads broke the infernal spells 
And crush'd th^ sorceress in her flinty cell.** 

In these two last lines the Doctor alludes, as he tells 
us in a note, to^the eruption of a volcano, which hap« 
pened sub^uently to the time of Sir Jos^h Banks* 
being tbere, and which extended as far 90 the Geysers, 
^d overflowed them with its lava. Whence he could 
have obtained this piece of information, I am at a loss 
to guess : certainly it was not from any book of good 
authority, for no stich circumstance has happened.— « 
Tliis reminds me of a similar error in Dr. Jdam*s Geo» 
graphy, where it is said that Heck is constantly spouting 
out fire and hot water; and, with regard to the religion 
of the Icelanders, that most of them are Lutherans^ 
but that there are some Pagans. Tlie Etatsroed, who 
possesses a very mild temper, which I never saw mAed, 
even in trying circumstances, was still unable to restrain 
himself when he pointed out these inaccuracies to me, 
and denied the veracity of them with considerable 
warmth, quoting passages fifom English authors who 
<had written previously to t)ie time of I)octo|r AdlW^ 
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and seiifcely at the huerval of two minutes 
from the firstj the water sunk rapidly in the 
basin^ with a riishing noise^ and nothing 
was to be scfen but the coliimn of steam^ 
which, had been continually increasing from 
the commencement of the eruption, and was 
now ascending perpendicularly to an amazing 
height^ as therel was scarcely any wind, ex^ 
panding in bulk as it rose^ but proportion** 
ably decreasing in density^ till its upper part 
gradually lost itself in the surrounding at- 
mosphere. I could now walk in the basin to 
the margin of the pipe, down which the 
water had sunk about ten feet^ but it still 
boiled^ and every how and then> furiously 
and with a great noise, rose a few feet higher 
in the pipe, then again subsided, and re-« 
mained for a short time quiet. This con^ 
tinned to be the case for some hours. I 
measured the pipe, and found it to be exactly 

and vrbo bad stated the fitots as they really were< He 
b^ged me, oa my return, to make Doctor Adam ac- 
quainted with the incorrectness of his remarks upon 
Iceland, that they might be altered in a future edition of 
his wrak.— 'But the time is past, for the worthy Doctor 
is dead! 
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seventfi^i feet over, rad, as I hiw bef<im 
mentioned, situated in the veiy centre of the 
basin, which was fiftyrone feet in dian\eter« 
Xhe pipe opens into the basin with a widened 
mouth, and then gradually contracts for about 
two or three feet, where it becomes quite cy-* 
l^ndrica), and descends verticatly to tine depth, 
according toPovelsen and Ofetften, of between 
fifty and sixty feet, tts sides are smooth, ami 
covered lyith the same silioeods iiicrustat(ofi 
as the basin. It was full twenty minutes aftei^ 
the sinking of the water from the bi^sin, 
before 1 was able to sit down in it, or to bear 
my hands upon it without burning mysdft 
At half past two o'clock it was again nearly 
filled^ the water having risen gradually, but 
at intervals,, attended every now and then 
with a sudden jet;, which, however, did not 
throw it more than two or three feet higher 
than the rim of the basin. A, few minutes 
after, there was a slight eruption, but the 
greatest elevation to which the water was 
ejected, was not above twelve feet. At four 
o'clock in the afternoon my guide w^s w^it- 
ne&s to s^nother, while I was away* I ba(i 
been visiting the other hot-springs, and. 



aeaDog&t them^ that vfhick Sir John Stanlej 
^k the Rearing Geyser^ in which^ thodgk 
the water rose and fell several feet at un- 
certain ii^rtab^ and w^s frequently tailing 
with a loud and fbari^ noisey. I still did not 
lierteite that it ever flowed over the margin 
•f the apertuife. Its piipe or well does not 
deseend perpendicularly^ but^ after going 
down soine wajr in a s)o]^kig dir^€tion> ^eai9 
tcr continue in a nearly horizontal course^ 
Around its moutii lied a eovisiderable quantity 
6f red earthy ot bolus^ arid on oite side of it I 
observed, whit appeared to oie^ a curioufif 
nrini^alogieal production: it was imbedded 
in a hmfd kind of rook^ but wad of itself ex^ 
eeedtn^y brittle^ and apfmrently fibrous $ 
Iboking mudh like asb^estod^ but materially 
differing froiri that mineral in its extremely 
fragile nature. On go}ng to th)e foot of the 
hilly near the spot where the watei^ of the 
Geyser join a cold stream^ auKMtig the nu^ 
merous fiAh whieh the heated Water had 
fbmied'^ 1 met with some uncomitionly b^au- 
ttfhl specimens of incrustations. £very blada 
of grass, and ev^ry leaf or moss that was 
#s^sh€d by these waters, was clothed with a 
Alita MVenng: of the same siliceous substance 
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lus the great basin was composed o(, but of sl> 

delicate a nature that it was scarcely possible^ 

even with the utmost care^ to bring any 4X 

them away perfect. I ^marked> in psuticular, 

a Jungermannia (asplenimdes) so beautifully 

coated with this incrustation, that it iooke4 

as if it were a model of the plant in plaster 

of Paris. One specimen was so protected 

under the shelter of lai^r plants incrusted 

together, that I was able to convey it in safety 

to Reikevig. The plants I met with by the 

side of the river, which I had not remarked 

before, were Carex Bellardi and a new species 

of the same genus, with Koenigia islandica 

in great profusion, and Funaria hygrome^ 

trica. Leaving the river, I walked over seve« 

ral vast mounds of red earth, at the north end 

of the Geyser, in my way to the top of the 

mountain. Here and there a boiling-spring 

was forcing its turbid and discolored waters 

through holes in the surface. Some were 

completely in the thick muddy state of a 

puddle, and were bubbling, as any glutinous 

substance would do over a fire. In many 

places was heard a rumbling noise like the 

subterraneous boiling of water, although 

there was no orifice near, by which the 



N 
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fluid could make its escape. On ^ these 
spots^ which were so much heated by the 
ixnling streams beneath that I could scarcely 
bear my hands upon the ground^ I found 
a great profusion of B^ccia glauca % grow- 
ing in patches, and extending almost unin- 
terruptedly over a space of ten or twelve 
feet in diameter. The soil for more than 
half way up the mountain was composed of 
a coarse reddish kind of earth, intermixed 
with some other of a dirty yellow color, 
with small intervals of hard rock, and with 
this terminated the highest of the hot- 
springs, which, however, was but a feeble 
ode. Tha:ice to the summit the moun-> 
tain was entirely formed of a loosely-lami- 
nated rock, whose strata seemed to lie in 
almost every direction, but chiefly vertically. 
There was no appearance whatever of any part 
of the hill having been in a state of fusion. 
Many of the strata were still in their ori- 

* I thinks but dare not trust too implicitly to my 
memory^ that I saw abundance of it in fructification. 
I made no memorandum on this subject, and the speci- 
mens which were intended to enable me to answer thUh 
at well as other questions relative <to natural history^ 
w«ce all. unhappily^ lost. 



ginal bed, and the pieces whadibMl feUeilk 
from diem bad their edgee veiy ahafply 
d^ned^ Mid had broken off in kminas^ c^ 
about an indi in tbichnesa. The stone m 
extremely hard and ..oonqpoet^ of a msty 
brown color^ in 9ome sped mens moie in^ 
dining to grey^ and with a parfsctly smoothr 
and flat surface. Stir Jchn Stanley supposef 
tint its substance is chieAy argillaceous^ and 
timt, like every other stone in tke isfaoid^ it^ 
has undergone some diange by fire. I meb 
with nothing remaffkafale on the snoittn^ 
where tdkere is a considerable exteafc of fiafc 
sadaee, ainsfost covered widi Trickostmimm 
emmmenSy intermixed with th« Lichen . in 
lan^kus; and fron^ eadfr extremity of th^ 
pkatsi arises a conical eminettce.. ttnequni m 
height^ ef dins same ii^ture as the rock it 
lyings ftonv,. and: pmdaesng iso piawta ^at 
are not to be seen equally afaRmdanfl in \ii^ 
rious other parts of t&e' countvy. The mosC 
scarce were Trichostomum ellipticum^ which 
grows in tolerablle plenty upon the dry focks, 
and Andraea Rothiiy which, though it has 
hosn found in but few countries^; v^ very 
abundant in Iceknd: The top of Langtiefetts 
afforded me a very commanding prospect* 
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iimt bweath me^ fiioing 1^ wv^i^fsait, urns 
to be 9199% 1^ OHQ view, tb« stMm vising 
firQiQ Hpw9ar4i^ of £| bundfed bo&lingw8|irkigfty 
9m<^g whic^b the great Gey $er> from its le*. 
gul^rly circular figure, lookod Uke an arti^ 
i^ial reserwiv qf w%1m. A litlle stream sk' 
the iHlttoEo of the faiU fi>raie4 tbo boubdary. 
ta th^aei, %nd beyond this was an extenaivft 
qpiofai^, whose saine«mis was. only iirteffrupled' 
l}y t^ fath^ wid^<Qtiiso of tha rtwr Hvitaa, 
winding thrQU^^ it« Tb^ view was tanm* 
^ated) ip ^t qt»art^ of ih» eovpass, hf m 
lp$g VM^ of ^! wd tame moimtaiiis, over 
whi(^ towered tisia, three^pointed and snow* 
capp^^l sjMfimit of Heola, which rises far 
^bo^e thq neighho^Qg hills^ and is, in cleat^ 
w^ber, plamly visible when stancKng^ hf 
^ G^yaei!. la the aorth-east was situated 
tb^ chureh and farm of Haukardat, and ai 
CQiMQuatioa of the morass, bounded by^ 
som^ lofty joknb of fantastic shapes. In th9» 
nor^west, at a smaU distaiicei from the places 
W^eisa I. stood,, and, indeed, only separated 
from it by a imrwcm portion ei the mon^a, 
iRith a. wxA\ n^ev winding through it, rosa^ 
waller chain of mountaim, thiaiy covered! 
i^Qgeta^n^ beyond which same jQikufe 
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shewed their white summits. In the soiitb 
the morass was extended almost to the coasts 
and looked like a great sea^ having three or 
four rather lofty, but Completely insulated^ 
mountains, with flat sunmiits, rising from its 
bosom. It was my custom, during my stay 
in this place, to cook my provisions in one 
or other of the boiling-springs ; and, accord- 
ingly, a quarter of a sheep was this day put 
into the Geyser, and Jacob left to watch it^ 
h<4ding it fiistened to a piece of cord, so that^ 
as often as it was thrown out by the force of 
liie water (which very frequently happened), 
he might readily and without difficulty drag" 
it in again. The poor fellow, who was un- 
acquainted with the nature of these springs, 
was a good deal surprised, when, at the time he 
thought the meat nearly cooked sufficiently, 
be observed the water in an instant sink 
down, and entirely disappear; not rising 
again till towards evening. This disappoint- 
ment therefore obliged us to have recourse to^ 
another spring, and we found, that, in all, it 
required twenty minutes to perform the ope- 
ration properly. It must be remembered, 
however, that the quarter of an Icelandkf 
sheep is very small, perhaps not weighing 



note tbaix six pounds, and is^ moreover^ 
extremely lean. I do not apprehend that 
longer time would have been necessary to 
have cooked it in an English kitchen; for the 
hot*springs in Iceland^ at least such of their 
waters as are exposed to the air, are never 
cisL greater heat than 212'' of Fahrenheit: 
so that, when I hear travellers speaking: of 
having boiled their eggs in two minutes in 
such springs, or of having cooked their meat 
in a proportionably short space of time, with* 
out presuming to doubt the fact, I must 
be allowed to suspect that their victuals 
Would not have been dre^ed to my taste. 
The ne^t eruption of the Geyser, which took 
place at half past nine, was a very magnifi- 
cent one, and was preceded by more nu-> 
merous shocks of the grpund and louder siil>- 
terraneous noises^ than I had yet witnessed. 
The whole height to which the greatest jet 
reached could not be so little as a hundred feet* 
it must be observed, however, that I had no 
instruments with me for measuring elevations^ 
and therefore, could only judge by my eye ; 
Jacob and myself watc|iin^ at the same time, 
apd each giving his estimate* The difierencc 
foi^tween us was but trifling, and I alwayfi 
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took tbe lowest caleuktion. My method 
tvas, to compare the height of the water with 
the diameter of the basin^ which 1 knew to 
he fifty-one f^t^ and this jet was full twice 
ihat length. The width of the stream is not 
equally easily determined by the eye, on ac- 
count of the steam and spray that enveiops 
it: in mfost instances^ not more^ pfobabty^ 
than eighteen or twoity fest of the surface 
cf the water is cast into the air; but it 
oceasicmally happens, as was the case iicm, 
that the whole mass, nearly to the edge of 
the basin, is at onc^ heaved up*: all, however, 
is not spouted to an equal height; Im* the 
central part rises the highest, but, ha^inlg 
gained some elevalimi, the spray divides, and 
darts out little jets on every side, that f«ill 
some way over the margin of the basin. After 
this last discharge, the water subsided about 
fifteen feet in the pipe, and so remained some 
time; but in two hours the funnel Was again 
filled to within two feet of the edge. As often 
as I tried the heat of the water in the pipe, 
I always found it to be Sl-S**; but, when 
ike basin also was full, on immersing the 
thermometer as fin* frcfm the margin as I 
could reaclh with my arm, I never saw tiie 
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quiekiilTer rise above 180^; tilthoagh the 
water in the centre wat boiling at the saaae 
tinie^ It 8eetD8 probiible that the height to 
which the Geyser throws its waters may have 
increased somewhat iiv the course of a few 
years; as, when Sir Joseph Banks visited 
Iceland in 177^9 the greatest elevation to 
which the column ascended, was ascertained 
to be ninety two feet; while in the year 
17S9, its height waa taken by a quadrant, by 
Sir John Stanley, and found to be near one 
hundred feet, and this day, if I am not mis*- 
taken, it was still greater. Povelsen and 
CNafsen were in all probalnli^ deceived^ 
when they imagined they saw the loftiest jets 
reach to the elevation of sixty toises,. or three 
hundred and sixty feet. Previously t> the 
last eruption, Jacob and myself amtised our^ 
selves with throwing into the pipe a iwimbar 
of large pieces of rock and tufts of grassy 
with masses of earth about the roots, and we 
bad the satisfaction to find them all cast out 
at the discharge^ when many q£ them fell 
ten or flfifceen feet beyond the margin. Some 
rose considerably higher than the jets windli 
fei^ced them up: others fell down ii^ the 
^sitt;^ iH»d wefe with the following ecu^ioa 
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a second time flung out. The stones were 
mostly as entire as when they were put in, 
but the tufts of grass and earth were shivered 
into numerous small black particles^ and 
were thrown up by the first jet in quick 
succession, producing a very pleasing efiect 
among the white spray. This whole day had 
been fine vnth but little rain. ^ 

satunUy, -^^ ^^^ o*c1ock this momiug there 
JttJy 15. ^^ ^^ eruption of the Geyser, which 
was repeated at half past three, and again at 
a quarter before eight, and at half past nine; 
after which, the fountain continued to spout 
water about every two hours. All these 
eruptions were attended by the same circum- 
stances as those of yesterday, and were pre- 
ceded by similar tremblings of the ground 
and subterraneous noises ; but none of them 
threw the water to any great elevation ; the 
highest not appearing to exceed fifty feet. 
Close to the edge of many of the hot-springs, 
and within a few inches of the boiling water^ 
in places that are, consequently, always ex« 
posed to a considerable d^ree of heat^ 
arising both from the water itself and the 
steam, I found Conferva limosa Dillw. in 



Itbundance^ forming large dark-green patches^ 
which easily separated and peeled off from 
the coarse white kind of bolus that they were 
attached to. In a similar situation, also, I 
met with a new species of Cbw/erra (belong* 
ing to the family called by Vaucher Oscilla^ 
fortfl), of a brick-red color, covering several 
inches of ground together, and composed of 
extremely minute unbranched filaments, in 
which, with the highest powers of my micro* 
scope, I was not able to discover any dissepi- 
ments. The margin of one of the hot- 
springs, upon a white bolus, which was in a 
state of puddle from its mixture with the 
heated water, afforded me the finest speci-* 
mens of Jungermannia angulosa* I ever 
saw, growing thickly matted in such great 

* Mr« Barrow, in his Voyage to Cochin^China, gives 
us a very intei*esting account of the hot-springs in the 
island of Amsterdam, which lies in latitude 38° 42^ south, 
and longitude 76 '^ 5V east. '^ Some of them/' he says, 
** are running freely, others ooze out in a paste or mud. 
In some of the springs Fahrenheit's thermometer as- 
cended from 62^ in the open air to 196^; in some to 
904®} and in otheis to 212 ®> or the boiling point. In 
several places we observed patches of soft verdure, com- 
posed of a fine delicate moss, blended with a species of ^ 
Lycopodium and another of Marchantia, These green 
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tufb^ that I CQuld with ease take off pmm 
of fi?e or six inches in diameter. I'he ander 
side of these patches had very mudi the ap- 
pearance of purple velvet, ownng to tbeim^ 
merous fibrous radicles of that color whi(^ 
proceeded from the base of the stems, and 
sufi^ed themselves to be detached, without 
difficulty, from the soil they haid grown 
upon. In water, also, of a very great degree 
^fheat, were, both abundant and liixurtoMf^ 
Conferva Jhwescens of Rotb^ and a neir 
species allied to C rivulans. After aday, 
almost the whol^ of which had been showeify, ^ I 

with the wind in the south-west, a 'fint;^ 
Sunday, '^^^ cold, moruing, attended with^a 
July i^- northerly wind, afiS^rded me a p9iioftt 
interesting spectacle, the idea cf- which ^is 
too strongly impressed on my mind, ever to 
be obliterated but with memory itself. My 
tent had been pitched at the distance of 

patches were found to be floating on a hot paste^ whose 
temperature, at eight or ten inches below. the £|Urfi|c^> 
upon which the root9 of • tJi^ plants spread, vwas^ 186^. 
This was the more ren)ark;ablej as the same- species ef 
L^copodxum, or club-moss^ grows with great luxiirlaacf» 
even in the< winter season^ on the black \m^ ^.'NdTth 
Britain/* 



neur a pipe ror intptl^ <»f comiderabte ^im;^ 
AiQiifl^ in frhicb ^ jluid feithc^tp i^erVt^ 

blmo$t O0i)$tAntly|bqiliiig ia it, aad flpi^U^ 
g^Ut^^aym^ the mo«ith, thu9 fi^mtiigia (egiilfir 

cumiiiig diirilig Uie whole time .^ fay fitagr^ 
JM^ guide, hpwever, had informed Bpt thjk^ 
jomi^tinie^itbeii^rJUptioQs of thi$ fiipti^g .>iviei!^ 
iveiy violent^ a^d^veQ more reotiarkable .4bai!L 
.those («itf rtbe .Geyis^, aqd it jmt^ ioci ;th^ 
-aocQunt Ibiit he had: placed the tentd so ic^fKie 
toit* At>l^f pa$t;ninei wbiUt I^wjip-eiipr 
:]^byediia fixamiiiiing socnejpliaf^ ^ttiened 
Aim day .beferei I wais surfTls^ by t^ .tiiffiMor 
^ously loud and ruihiiig aoa^e, ii|^ ftipf: 
Arising from the fall 4>f a great (t^tesa^d^ 
imoiediately at my. feet. Oa .;pii6tiQg2a«id^ 
43^e caAMass of my tent, bo oh^^rye A¥hM^ 
«oilld have ocoasioned it, I:i^ai¥..i¥ftbiB >«fi 
juindred yafds of aae.a c@lu3nn of wraler.fiaiitg 
fwrpeiKdieularly into. the air, ir^m jt^e.pj^i^ 
tjust meotiooed, to a vait b(eight( /bufeiMiitt 
this heiglit iustually wia ( oouM iform ,iip 
(idea; anid.ao ovi^rpowered was i by^fHy /n^l- 

i]Og8> that I dMl:IKKt^ for iSMft^'liw!»|;lilWk 
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of endeavoring to ascertain it. In my first 
impulse I hastened only to look for my port-* 
folio, that I might attempt, at. least, to repre- 
sent upon paper what no words could possibly 
give an adequate idea of; but in this I found 
myself nearly as much at a loss as if I had 
taken my pen for the purpose of describing 
it, and I was obliged to satisfy myself with 
very little more than the outline and pro- 
portional dimensions of this most magnificent 
fountain. There ^was, however, sufficient 
time allowed me to make observations; for^ 
during the space of an hour and half, an ua- 
interrupted column of water was continually 
spouted out to the elevation of one hundred 
tind fifi:y feet, with but little variation, and in a 
body of seventeen feet in its widest diameter; 
and this was thrown up with such force and 
rapidhy, that the column continued to nearly 
the very summit as compact in body, and as 
regular in width and shape, as when it first 
issued from the pipe; a few feet only of the 
upper part breaking into spray, which was 
forced by a light wind on one side, so as to 
fall upon the ground at the distance of some 
paces from the aperture. The breeze, also, 
^t timies, carried the immense volumes of 
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steam that accompanied the eruption to one 
side of the pillar of water, which was thus, 
left open to fiiU view, and we could clearly 
see its base partly surrounded by foam, caused, 
by the waters striking against a projecting 
piece of rock, near the mouth of the crater; 
but thence to Che tipper part, nothing broke 
the regularly perpendicular line of the sides 
of the ^ater-spout, and the sun shining upon 
it rendared it in some points of view of a 
dazzling brightness. Standing with our backs 
to the sun, and looking into the mouth of 
the pipe, we enjoyed the sight of a tnost 
brilliant assemblage of all the colors of the 
rainbow, caused by the decomposition of the 
solar rays, passing through the shower of 
drops that was falling betw:een us and the 
crater. After the water had risen to the vast 
height above described^ I ventured to step 
in the midst of the thickest of the shower of 
spray; where I remained till my clothes were 
all wetted through, but still scarcely felt that 
the water' was warmer than my own tem- 
perature. On the other side of the spout, so 
undivided was the column^ that, though upon 
the very brink of the crater, within a few 
inches of the stream, I was neither wetted nor 
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Bad Fa fear oF being scalded by ati3^ Mattered 
dt falling drops. Stones* of the largest) siiee? 
t%at I c'ould find^ and great masses of the sili*^ 
deous- I'ock, which we threw int» tkm crater, 
were instantly ejected by the force of the 
water, and, though the rock was of ffo«olid*a 
nature as tq require very hard blows from a> 
Ikrge hammer, when^ I wanted to^ procuii) 
specimens, they were, nevertheless,, by tfcft* 
Violence of the explosibn>, shivei^d into smalli 
piec^, and carried up with amaz^ii^g pipiditjt 
tb the full heigh*fe o^ arid frequently higher' 
than', rtie summit oi? tfee spout. One piecci 
of a light por6us' stone^ was flung qt leasti 
^ice as high as'the water,, and fatiiiig in the. 

direction of the cblUmn^ was* met by it, and 

• 

at second time forced up to a great height int 
tfte^air. The spring, after havmg continiied 
for an hour and hatf spou'ting its wafen^ in so 
Ibfty a' columrt, afnd with sudh amazing fbuce^ 
experienced an evident diminution' in ite 
strength ; and, during the space of thte «ufc-r 
deeding half hour, the elevations of the spoi£i) 
tiaried, as we supposed, from^ twenty to fiftj?; 
I'bet; the fountain ^adually becoming inore 
4nd more exhausted, a^' sometimes remsunir 
it^g completely still for a< fevf minutes;^ aftw 



loft 



which, it iagteini feebly raised its wkters^to the. 
beightiof not more than from two to ten- feet; 
till^ at the ex|Rralion of' twa hours, and a 
half from the icomm«ttcaneiit of the eruption; 
it ceased^ to play, and the water sank into 
tho pipe to the depth of about twenty, feet; 
ftud tbN*e continued to boil for sbme time* 
X had^ no hesitation in ' pronouncing this to 
be, what is called by; Sir John Stanley, the 
Nm^\G(tjf$er^; although the shap« and di4 
tnensioits of the crater differ somewhat from 
the descriptions g^veHi by that gentleman; 
But^.after a lapse of twenty years, it isnot to be 
expected that, with two such powerful agents 
a» fire and- water, constantly operating^ a«p6t 
Hlce this* should > be suffered to 'naiadn'witlKMit 
ainy alteration* ' The tiutline of the apertuce 
is an' irregular orol^ seventeen fwt lonfi^:acid 
ninefeet in width; on^only one side of. which 
there is ar rim or eWated< margin, about five 

* Thb' tenn Qeyter, it may be here reniaiktdt is d^- 
titttd firom aa Icelandic word, which implies a vamttiag 
forth> or boifing otit^ in a furioui manner^ and at inter- 
vals. '^ Nomen habet (the learned rectot of Skalhclt 
writes to Sir Joseph Banks) a verbo' islandico ad giosa 
evomere, ebullire'5 aquas entm per intervalia inaltttm 
etotiitr 
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or six feet in length and one foot high; but 
the ends of this are ra^^, as if it had for* 
merly been continued the whole way round 
the crater, and it is therefore probably a 
portion of the same wall, which Sir John 
Stanley describes as nearly surrounding the 
basin at the time he was there, and as being 
two feet high. There is at present no basin - 
whatever round the edge of the pipe, as. in 
the Geyser, nor is the well formed by any - 
means with the same almost mathemiatical 
accuracy as in tliat spring, but on the con- 
trary it is extremely irregular in its figure^ 
and descends in rather a sloping direction; 
its surface being composed of a siliceous 
crust, of a deep greyish brown color, worn 
smooth by the continued friction of the 
water. These two fountains likewise differ 
materially in another circumstance, that no 
subterraneous noises announce the coming 
eruptions of the New Geyser, or accompany 
it while it is playing. For several yards, in 
one direction, in the neighborhood, where 
the water flows off in a shallow stream, the 
bed of this is composed of a thin white co* 
vering, of a siliceous deposit. During the 
eruption of the New Geyser, I could not per- 



ceive that it in any way aflected the n^ii&rh- 
boring springs. I reLtked no particL 
inking of the water in any, nor did I observe 
that any .boiled more violently than usual. 
The G^ser, which was filled almost to the 
rim of the basin, previously to the eruption of 
the New Geyser, from which it is distant 
about four hundred yards or more, remained, 
as nesffly as possible, in the same state of 
fulness during, and after, the eruption* Sir 
John Stanley^ alsoj observed the same cir- 
cumstance, so that in all probability their 
subterraneous streams are -quite independent 
of each other *• We Were informed by th$ 
people living^ in the neighborhood, that in 

* Horrebow^ indeed^ seems to lead to a contrary 
eondusion,. from the foUbwing dbservations : "In the 
parish of Huusevig^ at a form m^ed Reykum> there are 
three springs which lie about thirty fathoms from each 
other. The water boils up in them in the following 
manner : when the spring or well at one end has thrown 
up its water> then the middle one begins^ which subsid* 
ing« that at the other end rises> and aflter it^ the first 
begins again, and so on in the same order by a con- 
tinued succession, each boiling up three times in about 
a quarter of an hour.*' Page 21. — Povelsen and Olafsen, 
also, mention a remarkable circumstance, which proves 
a communication between the two springs, called Akra* 
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the spring of last jpetr (1^06)^ a viokirt} 
shock of an- earthquake was fek^.whieh madses 
an aperture for anoth^ hot^^ringi and caused 
the whole of them to ceaae flowing^ for fifteeor 
day Si The gr6utid3 at that time^ af^wred 
to be lifted up some heti a. hmiM W89 
Ibrown down; uid all he cattle^. which, were, 
atk pasture, raii home to the d wellihga ofi their 
masters, and shewed symptoms of' the utmost 
terror. Earthquakes in: this quarter of the 
country are iiotunfrequent. One happened 
but. a shc^rt tim^ previous to* the visit of Sip 
JohB' Stanley^, who conjectures^ that this 
ptrobably enlarged the . cavities,, i^ommuni-^ 
eating with, the bottom of the* pipe of the 
New Geyser; for it is to be remarked, that 
till then (Jun^ IT^Bh ^b^^ spnng. hadi not 
pla)ited for a; considerable length, of time witb 
any degree of violence-**. A party of horses- 

t 

yer^ in the canton of Olves^ situated at the distance of 
fiufi hundred toises from each other. On throwing in 
.the lead^ for the purpose of sounding the ditpth of ona 
of these wells, the} found the water immediately dimi«r 
lushed a foot and a half in depth, Avhilst at the sama 
time it^iowed over from the other weU. 

* See Edinburgh Transaetiotu, v; iii« pw 15^ 
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fTMten^'f wen chrested^ and riding, mm6 
astride amd some on the saddles.' of the; 
country, who x^re passing the Geysers, auda 
directing their coUri»e*tbivards Hankardal, rc^' 
tninded me^ tba^ service was about to be^ 
performed at the: church of that place thist 
morning, and tfaer&fe^e, as I saw no probacy 
biiity of) a seeondr eruption of the New G^raer 
immediately taking place, I resolved. to leawei 



t Tliese ladies with tlieir long riding coats and their 
tall heaiKdi^sses had , at some distance from the spectator^ 
vtxy much theaippearance of alittle troop ofliome-seldiem 
-— Ajl.lfielaodic lady*& daddje is totally unlike an English 
one> beipg furnished ifiitha semi-circular elevated*backj 
like that which is attached to some of our old-fashioned 
chairs j so that a lady sits as much at her ease std 
the travellers ill the passage of Qmndiu, in the Co^iii^ 
Urvt-qfthe 4nd€^t who are djeftorib«d by M. HumboldtA 
a» inbunia^y ridipg in phairs strapped on the backs of 
their fellow mep^ Sitting sideways, thei*efore, the Ice- 
landic women lean their backs against this support, and 
place their feet upon a' small board, which* is affixed to 
the saddle at a proper belght by moona 06 two strapi. 
The back of the saddle i# ojfltfeii richly ornamented with 
brass» carved or embossed into various figui'es: the 
girths, also, are furnished with, rich silver buckles and 
With plates of the same metaU and the sacjdle-cloth fVe- 
quently affords a beaatifbl specimen^ Pf the abilities' of 
fbpowiier at^ workiiigs imtambaurt 
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it) and hear an Icelandic sermon. Accom- 
panied by Jacob and my gutde^ I crossed a 
swamp which lay between us and the church ; 
but^ previously to entering it, we called upon 
an old lady, a rich farmer, who lives in the 
immediate vicinity, and whose hos{iitali<y is 
celebrated: by Sir John Stanley. She was 
eighty->five years of age, and still enjoyed 
good healthy though her Acuities wei?e much 
impaired, so that she scarcely recollected th^ 
visit of my countryman. A young man, 
however, whom she had adopted aa her son, 
remembered him well. . Her house, at this 
time, scarcely deserves the praises which 
Sir John has given it; for it was as dirty as 
any I had yet entered^ and the closeness of 
the bed'^room, into which we were ushered, 
was far from pleasant, and, I should suppose, 
equally far from wholesome. Yet in these 
confined rooms, where the external air is 
scarcely admitted, do the natives spend 
their time during the long winters, except, 
indeed, such of it as is necessarily employed 
in looking after their cattle; and here, too, 
by excluding the air, and by means of thick 
walls and a roof of turf, they are enabled 
to live without a fire in their sitting-room 
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throughout the year. I heard the riclms of 
the inhabitants of Haukardal much talked 
of: they consisted of ten cows^ five rams^ 
and about an hundred sheep; a property &r 
fmm contemptible in this island^ though 
scarcely, more than equal to what Horace 
called upon his luxurious patron to oflfer at 
a single sacrifice on the safe return of 
Augustus^ when^ promising to sacrifice a calf 
fw himself, he says to Maeceneas, '^Te 
deoem tauri totidemque vac<»*\ An Icdandic 
church<*yard is often in part enclosed by a 
rude rmW of stone or turf^ and the area^ 
excepting only as much as is occupied by 
the building, is thinly sprinkled over with 
elevated bs^s of the green sod, which, 
alone, serve to mark the burial places of the 
natives, for whom no unlettered poet writes, 
or more unlettered sculptor carves, their 
names and years upon the monumeiltal 
stone. This spot, prisviously to the arrival 
of the minister, on a sabbath, affords a most 
interesting spectacle. Numerous parties of 
men, women, and children, who had cdme 
on horsebadk, and in their best apparel, 
weie continually saluting each other; ami 
a»y person^ that had been absent from the 
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<lie jdboe'of worship foar.z, more ijutti ^inmii 
3eiigth of time, «ither through iUne$j» or an^ 
other exuse^ was JiiSsed by the whole coti^ 
gregatton. As they were little accaetosijed 
to see strangers, they all. flocked around rus^ 
presenting us with milk joid creun fr6initfae 
neighboring farm, and asking ns an hundred 
questions* Many were surprised at. onr . hav-^* 
ing eome so far for the sake of sMing >tiie 
•deysens, which they are accttston^ io look 
at with the utmost indifferenee. 3?he dfess 
«of the female ohttdren was like that of thek 
; parents^ and some of them had even an 
equal number of silTW omameiits : most. of 
' them wore the faldur^ but »some of .l&e 
younger ones had, instead of it, ^malLcaps 
of black vdv«t or cloth, which fit close to 
the head and are tied under ike chin, orna- 
mented with gold, lace, and freqi:wntiy tcv- 
minated by a silver gilt knob. Caps like 
'this used formerly to be much more- gene- 
rally worn by the children than they are-at 
'present ; and it is to be remarked, that not 
only the cap, hot the faldur, also, when'4]be 
wearer is on a journey, is carejfuily wrapped 
round with two or more chequered ^ilk hand- 
kerchiefs, being presei!V«d with 4he gfei^t 



liteetjr^ <» teoQstitiitmg apanrt tyf their idress^ngf 
«riiicfa the Icdkiiden am ^particuiarly ^proud. 
ficfi>re the comniaaoeinent of servioe, the 
priest mad pra3rer8ito a woman after childr 
Jbirtb) who was stttiagson a lowi^tool at.the 
«luiFchidoor ; and this i short cenemony vwas 
icoadudedtby his laying his liands :oii twr «6 
^Ae^knelt. Swing the whole time^ the woman 
meemed very much aflfectecl, ijuid soioe >who 
wNHre .standing round were extremely attenr 
tive. The church (wlkich lik^ most othem 
in'the island, liVonted the west) was:^iniiar 
to; the one at Tbing^valle, hut m^eeoimiio- 
^ious^ in having benches instead. of chtpfes 
/to sit upon« At the i time J entered^.-iiiie 
priest was at the altar, dressed in a iloog 
'bla<& gown of wadmai^i buttoned from 'i!0|)«tp 
^tlom in th^ front, Uack worsted jStocking9> 
^and soGll-'skin shoes: his hair was /hang- 
ing down a great length, i^eaehing .to ihts 
shoulders*. Wbe women and youiig chKdcen 
aloAC ^stt in the ' body .of tfae/chvrioh,: the j:nen 

^ Tbi» isktbe csuEie^wi^ dll Ihe Qfttiv^s^-^J^o^^i^i^rJt 
aiofdl to>di<)rten the h^ii* \s;biclt God has caused to^gipw. 
It is for the same reasoD> 1 suppose^ that a few^ probably 
of the more orthodox, neglect to shave, and rather put 
up witb tbe ineoAvenieiice of -a loag Ig^vd. 
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being Tanged round the altar, near which, also^ 
was reserved a place for Jacob and for me. 
It is these latter only that sing, if that mo* 
notonotts and inharmonious noise which I 
heard on entering may be called singii^^ 
where every one strained his throat to the 
utmost, and gave out at the sao^ time a 
most powerful ^uvium of tobacco juice^ 
whidi, mixing with the natural fish-like 
smell of the natives, rendered my stay 
among them in such a confined place by 
no means agreeable. As soon as the singing 
had ceased, one of the congregation put 
upon the priest a white surptice of un- 
bleached linen, and over that a robe, on 
which was coarsely embroidered a laige 
figure of a cross. He then chanted some 
prayers from a book, which, with more 
singing, performed sometimes sitting and 
sometimes standing, lasted about half an 
hour. Upon the altar lay a large siiufi-box^ 
a cup, and plate of silver^ with a bottle of 
white wine, and a box of red wafers, not at 
all difiering from such as are used in other 
countries to seal letters with. Of the first- 
mentioned of these articles the priest made 
frequent use: witli the rest he prepared^ 



during the time of singings for performing 
the ceremony of the sacrament. He then 
tscended the pulpit, and, after repeating 
a few more prayers, delivered, in rather a 
quick but impressive manner, a sermon of 
about half an hour's length, after which the 
sacrament "*!" was administered to the congre- 
gation, kneeling at the altar; to the men 
first, and theti to the women ; the priest put- 
ting a wafer and some wine into the mouth 
of every individual^ and repeating at the 
same time a short prayer. This ceremony 
terminated the service, except the bless- 
ing and salutation, which were bestowed 
separately upon every one of the congregar 
tion, as well male as female. As soon as the 
whole was concluded, the priest spoke to us> 

* The robes of the priest^ .aod the i/vafers admicib- 
tered at the receiving of the sacrament, are institutions 
nearly related to those of the Romish church, andj 
together with the doctrine of consubsta'ntiation, are 
maintained by the followers of Luther, whose religion is 
the established,. and, indeed, the onty one» of Iceland. 
The serious attention manifested by the simple natives 
during their devotions would have done credit to 
christians of any persuasion, or of manners however 
refined. 
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i^parmtty much pleased at seeing strangers 
in his church ; and^ an hearing that we wem 
nhoat to set off for Skalholt in our way to 
Hecta, he b^^ged that we would call at hit 
house^ which lay in the road^ mtd woald 
permit him to accompany us to liiat plaee^ 
which we thankfully promised to do. Be- 
tween die church of Haukardal and the hill 
Laugerfell^ the morass abounded with the 
beautiful little Ranunculus lappanicus in 
liiU flower, a j^nt rare even in Lapland> the 
conntry whence it takes its name; while in 
die drier parts grew Carex Bellardi, form- 
ing a considerable portion of the herbage. 
At the nwthem foot of Langerfell the mi** 
mite Komgia islandka was in great profo- 
sion and perfS^ion, as was also Eriophorum 
capitatum of Schrader, a species lately dis- 
covered in Sweden. On my return to the 
tents, I found both the Geyser and the New 
Geyser in pretty nearly the same state of 
fullness as when I left them, and they con- 
tinued so till about eight o'clock, when there 
was an extremely fine eruption of the formep. 
The day had been clear but cold, with the 
thermometer at 4 1 ^ . 



i^otKky, During the whole of the preceding 
J»4y 17. jjjgjj^^ jj^^jj j^j^ tieyter and the New 

Geyser had remained perfectly quiet^ but at 
four thk morning we wene gratified in «e^ng 
another eruption of the ktter^ equally niag* 
nificent as that of yesterday, though it did 
hot last in all above an hpur^ and ceased 
fluting more abruptly than the former 
one: in evei*y other respect the appear- 
ance was the same, and a second sight of 
this phaenpmenon did not at all detract 
from its impressive splendor. During my 
Btay among the hot*springs, besides collect* 
ing a number of fine and beautiful speci- 
mens of the siliceous incrustation ailff other 
mineralogical productions, I filled from the 
Geyser and tlie New Geyser half a dozen 
bottles with water, none of idiich afterwards 
eflervesced *, or was subject to any change, 

* Unlike the witter taken from the largest weU dE 
the springs near Reykum> in the parish of Huuserig, of 
which Horrebow relates^ page 9&, that, '' if it is poured 
into bottles It will still continue to boil up twice at 
thrice, atfd at the same time with the water in the well. 
Thus long will the effervescence continue after the water 
is taken out of the well; but, this being over, it soon 
quite subsides and grows cokt. If the bottles art 
oorked up the moment they are filled, $0 soon as the 
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but continued altogether quiet^ after hav- 
ing been corked^ and tied round the m<>tith 

water rises in the well they burst into pieces : this 
eEperimeat has been proved on many score bottles^ to 
try the effects of the water." — I fear there can be but 
little more credit attached to this story^ than to the one 
which the same author mentions in a page or 'two 
ibUowing of his work, but which he has endeavored very 
candidly and justly to disprove. I allude to the account 
of a particular species of bird, which is affirmed, say 
Povelsen and Olafsen, by persons worthy of faith, to be 
found in the hot-springs, and not only to swim upon 
the surface of, but also to dive into, the boiling water. 
This ornithological rarity is reported to be of the form 
and size of a duck, of a deep brown color all over the 
body, PfffSft that there is a very conspicuous white ring 
round the eye. At the approach of a.humaQ being it 
dives and remains under water a long time, and some- 
times, continue our Icelandic historians, it never, comes 
up again ! Much more curious matter, relative to this 
creature, may be found in the Voyage en Islande^ torn, v. 
p. 88 — 89, whence I wiD extract a few lines, in the 
words of the author, or rather, of the French editor, for 
the amusement of such as may not possess the work. 
*' Nous n'osons pas dementir tant d'assertions et des 
attestations de personnes dignes de foi^ mais regarder 
ces oiseaux comme naturels, 4 combien de contradictions 
ne nous mettons nous pas en bute ? Leur plumage, leur 
bee et leurs jambes d^fendus par une peau calleuse^ 
po.urraient, si Ton veut, supporter Teau bouiUante en 
nageanty mais en plongeant^ que deviendraient -leurs 
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with iredi sheep-skin^. Having now com- 
pleted a dumber of sket^^hes of the moat 
interesting features of this remarkable spot^ 
particularly of the two Geysers, and having 
conduded such notes and observations as I 
was able to f make during my stay there, I 
found myself obliged to proceed on my 
journey. As I had learned that it was im- 
possible to reach Hecla without first going 

yeoxr* After starting other probable objections to the 
power of diving in the hot waters, possessed by these 
birds J they conclude their remarks by saying, '^ nous 
croyons done que si ces oiseaux existent, ce doit ^tre. des 
amphibies ; en ce cas, ce serait une grande et int^res- 
sante noureaut^ pour les naturalistes/* 

* Iliese I had earnestly reckoned upon bringing to 
Kagland for my chemical Mends, and it was therefore a 
mortifying circumstance to me to find when, on setting 
, out upon my second excursion, I was asked by our 
steward if he should fill again with water the bottles 
which I had brought in that state from my last journey^ 
that he had emptied out every (}rop of what I had with 
90 mucji pains secured, s^ I supposed, for a long voyage. 
I, however, dispatched some persons, with proper, di- 
rections to the Geysers for another and a larger supply, 
and they actually brought back two horse loads, 
whidi shared a still worse fitte oh board the Margaret 
Q^dAiUie. 
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to Skalholt^ at nine flin morning oav heiMt 
were loaded^ and we started for tbat fitas^h 
Frequently^ as we wenrt atoog^ did I look 
baek to catch a last gliqipie of ike aceue 
which had afforded me a higher gratifioati<m 
than any thing I ever beheld iti my Uftty 
and a pleasure which was only diminished 
by the want of an agreeable eompanioti wiio 
could have been a partaker of the enjoys 
nient with me : so true is the observation of 
the admirable French writer^ff-^tbat every^ 
thing in this world, even solitude itself^ 
loses half its charms, if we cannot have 
somebody to whom to tell bow charming it 
is* At about twelve o'clock at noon^ we 
arrived at the house of a kind peasant^ 
whom we had seen at church the day be* 
fore, and who, knowing we were this morn- 
ing to pass his cottage, had stationed him- 
self at the door with all bis family, in their 
best dredses^ to invite us to enter rad tak^ 
some refresh ment* We were shewn into 
the fish-house, where cushions were placed 
for our accommodation upon one of the 
chests that hold their clothes, and some 
excellent hew milk was set before ua. Ffosm 
my host I first learned the difficulty, ot, at 
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he said, the impotsibijity of reaching HecU 
after the late heavy rains^ which Ty!oiil4> iu 
all likelihood^ preclude any possibility of 
access to the mountain, or, eveci if the iotei>> 
mediate obstacles could be removed, and th^ 
base of the hill attained, would, moat cef- 
iainly, render climbing imfNracticiible, by 
teasoo of the 'torrents of water rushing down 
«n erery «de. I did not give m»eh ear to 
this piece of information, though it was 
eehoed by my Reikevig guide, who now be« 
gan to show evi^nt symptoms c^fear at the 
prospect of visiting Heela, and I determined, 
at all events, to proceed U> Skalholt, as , the 
only place where I should have a chance of 
bbteining mow «rt»m tidings, and guides 
to accompany me» Near this house 1 n^et 
with an itinerant beggar, of which there are 
many^in Iceland; some of whom adopt this 
mode of life through idleness, and others 
through actual inability to do aqy sort of 
labor that might support them. The scanty 
supply of food which th^y necessarily pro- 
cure by such means, in a country where even 
the most industrious are often reduced to a 
state borderii^ on starvation, renders these 
poor wretches rea} objects of pity and 
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deserving of relief from traTellers. L was 
surprised and mortified to find that this 
wretched being, who could scarcely crawl 
along, but who kept company with us some 
way on one of our relay horses, was not 
able to eat a morsel of the ship-bread and 
meat which I gave him; so accustomed had 
he been to a milk and fish diet, and such a 
stranger was he to a kind of food essen-^ 
tially different both in flavor and hardness. 
Our way lay over a great part of the same 
morass that we had previously crossed in a 
contrary direction after leaving the river 
Brueraa, of which stream we again came in 
sight during the course of this day's journey*; 
We went only a little more circuitous route 
to see the hot-spring of Reykum, which I 
before mentioned, as visible tome at a dis- 
tance. It is, indeed, in its present sta^e, but 
little worthy of notice to any one, who had 
witnessed the finer eruptions of the Geysers: 
its water rises from a rugged aperture not 
more than two feet in diameter, and is 
thrown up to a height scarcely exceeding 
six or seven feet, but the spray is cast to a 
considerably greater distance; the jets are 
fre<}uent}y repeated; and the eruptions are 
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attended with a loud and rumbling noise^ 
owing to the vast quantity of air which rises 
at the same time with the water. Some step- 
ping stones in the river lead t6 a more quiet, 
but still hoty part of the channel, formed by 
this spring, and affi>rd a convenient station 
finr the people of the adjacent house, when they 
. a>ok their provisions or wash their cl<rtbies* 
The inhabitants of this soHtary dwelling; 
which IS at a distance of about thirty yards 
from the fountain, assured me, that in the 
winter, in very dear and frosty weather, th^ 
height of the spout is sometimes so great, 
that, if the wind lies in a favorable direction 
for the purpose, the heated water and steam 
ane driven into their house, to such a degree 
as to compel them to seek a temponiry' 
reridenoe ^he,.. Inco.side^ble, how- 
ever, as I found this spring of Reykum, it, 
nevertheless, with its accompaniments, forms 
an object both beautiful and interesting, amid 
the dreariness of the surrounding scenery. 
The grass, gfowing near its margin, was 
longer and more luxuriant than almost any 
I had seen in the country, and some little 
rocky islands in the stream, a few yards 
below the crater, were clothed with a ricl\ 
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bed of S^ifkagfmm latifolium^ intermixed 
with Hydrocotyle wdgarUy and the elegtnt 
little Epihlnum alpinum, then ia fall blot- 
SOU). Our coune had hitherto been we»* 
terly, but we now turned our feeotB to the 
souths and looked towards Skalholt^ puniung 
a tolerably good traek^ which led ua ttiroiigh 
a less boggy soil to the house of the priest 
whom we had met at Haukardal, and whom 
we now found busily engaged in cutting , 
peat * from a neighboring morass for his win* 
ter fuel, dressed in clothes made of nndied 
worsted, with a long blue cap upon his head. 
The church, hard by, however, which con* 
tained his wardrobe, afforded this worthy 
nan a suit of black wadmal, in which he 
attired himself to accompany ns to Skal* 
holt« It required some caution to wade 
through the morass which lay between ns 
and that place, but the immediate entrance 
to the small duster df houses that com*- 

* Tbe iastrumeiit used tor Hob* purpoBe Is caDed 
T^-Lmar, and is well figwed in the Alias of tlie 
Fbya|e eti Jtl^ftde, tab. 8. /. 3. In b\mp^ it ia not 
much unlike an instrument used in this country for 
cutting hay on the stack, and it is employed in the same 
way. 



pcsedl tbtt ▼Ulage, whieh was bat a few yeaiti 
8go the residence ctf the bishops, and 
liie capital of leeland, was, if possible^ 
ttiH worae, being an extremely wet and 
boggy soil, interspersed wit^ large pieces of 
totck. One good turf hoose, and three or 
four sntailer ones are, besides the cfanrch, idl 
that neiw remains of the town. The adjsh 
cent country is by no means pleasant, 
though grass is tolerably abundant. Imme- 
diately surrounding Skalholt we remarked 
the ground formed into a number of little 
hiUs, among which was to be seen here and 
there the rteam arising from some hot- 
aprings, and on the opposite shores of the 
river Hvitaa, which is h^re of oonsideiafale 
width, is situated a small and rather grassy 
mountain. In the sou^K-east, over a low 
tange of hills, Hecla reared its bead fikil) in 
xmr view, covered with snow, more than 
half way down from the summit. We had 
scarcely pitched our tents, when a handsome 
young widow, of the name of Joneson, 
richly dressed in the Joehndio fashion, came 
down and invited us to her house, where she 
set before us some Ren, or tye-pottage, in a 
turenne, and a basin of cream and sugar. It 



y 



188 RETURN FROM THE GRTURS. 

was one of the best Icelandic hontea I had 
ever entered, and. was, moreoTer, in every 
part remarkable for its extreme deanUBess, 
in which respect our hostess hersdf was 
no less conspicuous. The rooms were wain-^ 
scotted and painted with blue and red> and 
there was a good lihraiy, belonging, how- 
ever, to the school of Besaestedr, theJector 
of which place, who was brother tc« Madame 
Joneson, frequently consulted it. The col* 
lection contained many of the classics, but 
consisted chiefly, of Icelandic books and 
manuscripts, relating to the political and 
ecclesiastical history of the country> mixed 
with extracts irom such works as are most 
scarce in the island \ among which I noticed 
several pages copied from the Lijinaea^ 
Amwnitates Academkw. The farm. Mpng- 
ing to this hous^, was reckoned a CQusidera- 
-ble one, and had several buildings appropri- 
ated to the use of cattle ; but of these, the 
floors are never cov^ed with any sort of lit- 
ter, so that the poor auimals must have but 
a sorry bed on the bare roci^, . From the ex- 
ceeding filthiness of the place,, it seemed as 
if a dung-hill, near the outside of the build- 
ing, was but seldom replenished. At Skal- 

4 
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holt^ for the first time^ I saw people cotting 
hay; which they do by means of a scathe ^ 
with a straight stem^ about six feet lon^, 
fSrom which project, at right angles, two 
handles, and, ^ the ground producing their 
crop of hay is broken into innumerable hiU 
locks, they find it advantageous to use a 
blade of not more than two* feet in length, 
with Which they perform the operation more 
in the manner of chopping up the grass than 
mowing it. In the evening, I. met with a truly 
wretched object, a woman who was afflicted 
with the malady called among the Icelanders 
Likthrau; a ^cies of leprosy, or more pro- 
perly, according to Von Troll, elephantiasis. 
Her face was so corroded by the disease^ 
that it presented the most disgusting spec*^ 
tacle I ever saw in my life, and her legs 
and hands were swollen to an enormous 

* A 9eythe, in every respect resembling this, is used 
by the natives of East Bothland. A description and 
very accurate figure of one are given in the second 
volume of the Lachesis Lapponica, where the author 
remarks, that this instrument possesses the advantage 
of enabHog the mower to move ftNTward in nearly an 
iqpijght posture. 



size, diese latter being, alto^ coYcred with a 
thick and almost white skin, lying in great 
wrinkles ; yet she still cotiiplained of no parti* 
cular pain, and seemed to walk with tolerable 
ease. This terrible compkint is well koowa 
to be hereditary, but it nevertheless fre^ 
quently happens, that the diildren of those 
a^cted are, for many generations, quite free 
from it; an instance of which presented 
itself in the son of this very woman, who 
was constantly with her, and yet shewed not 
the least symptom of the malady; but, on 
the contrary, was one of the most healdiy 
and beautiful children which thb country 
bad offered to my view. Neither, indeed^ 
does it aj^ear to me to be infectious, any 
more than another cutaneous disorder already 
mentioned as commpn in the island. It \i 
said to have existed in Iceland ever since 
the first colonization of the country, and is 
supposed by many« to have been brought 
over at that time from Norway, where, ac- 
cording to some accounts, it may be traced 
to a period of high antiquity. Its preva- 
lence and virulence are, probably, in a great 
degree, ascribable to the use of wo<dleii 
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clothes*) and to the mode of living and 
habits of the natives; for they take but 
httte exercise, exeept in the fishing-season^ 
when they are conUnually wet with salt 
water; and their fi^od is peculiarly calculated 
to promote scorbutic affections, consisting, 
at the time of fishing, almost entirely o( 
liresh fish, and at other times of dried fiish, 
in both cases generally unaccompanied with 
vegetables* The inhabitants of the canton of 
Bardestrand, and those who live near Patrix- 
fiord, are said to be in the habit of making 
use of antiscorbutic vegetables^ and to be, 
coiuBequently, more free from the disease* 
The plants that I met with about Skalhdt, 
were such as I had elsewhere seen, excepting 
only one or two grasses, which appeared new 
to me. Ranunculus lapponicus was here 
very abundant, as was the Kanigia, and a 
new species of Carexy which I had before 
' met with near Reikevig. On the walls of 
the houses grew Drdba contorta and 7br- 
iula subulata: Angelica archangelica, too, 

* The elef^iantnsis used to be equally prevaljent in 
Oreat Britain, previcfos to tlie introduction and adc^tion 
of iinen> instead of the wodOea dothes then universaUy 
'wom. 
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was not less plentiful * here than in very 
many other parts of the country; but, 
although certainly employed as an esculent 
plants both iresh^ and after having been kept 
for some time buried in dry earthy and eaten 
with fish or butter, yet it is by no means so 
universally adopted, as is the case among 
the natives of Lapland *^ This whole day 
was fine and warm, except that towards 

* This plant is not only an article of luxury amoqg 
the Laplanders, but is abo used by them as a medicine 
to cure the spasms, arising from cholic> on both which 
subjects Linnaeus expresses himself so beautifully, in hia 
own peculiar language, in the Flora Lapponica, that I 
make no apology for the length of the following 
extracts : — " Morbo laborant ssepius Lappones sylvatici 
vehementissimo, Ullem vel Hotm^ dicto, qui species 
Colicoe est, et ' ad Colicam spasmodicam Scheuchzeri 
proxime accedlt; corripiuntur enim interanea circa 
regionem umbilicalem spasmis dirissimis, qui exten- 
duntur ad pubem usque, paroxysmis parturientium sane 
vehementioribus, ita ut miser Lappo^ vermis instar^ 
repat per terram et larinam ssepe sanguinolentam 
redda^, licet calculi nulla omnino sit suspicio apud 
banc gentem a dalcuk) et podraga privilegiis naturae 
defensam 3 post aliquot horarum, quandoque diei, spa- 
tium, resolvitur, ptyalismo ingenti per quadrantem 
horsB durante. Dicunt ipsl, quod hie morbus in 
Alpibus eos^non adgrediatur, sed tantmnmodo dum in 
sylvis per aestatem degunt, hausta scilicet ibidem aqua 
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the evening a thick misty rain came on* 
At nine in the mornings the thermometer 
was at 60^.^ 

. ■ . • . ■ . . . • » • 

8^xiiputrida> vi rfidiorum soiarium cale&ctd« vel forte 
vermiculis -scatente. In hoc morbo variis utuntur 
medicamentis^ et omnibus quidem fortissimis^ ut vehe- 
ihentem morbum aeque Vehementi 6pptigh6nt alexiteiio^ 
qiiale est radix ' Angelicie^ cineres aut oletun Tabaci, 
Casibreum liquidum> &c.-— Caoles Angelicas liujus sunt 
I^ai^onum deliciae et fmctus sestivi^ quibus benigna 
natura eos donavit^ dura nimis et immisericordi exis- 
tente I^omona,. quae Lapponum terram nunquam intra- 
vit. Caulis hic> antequatn uinbella absolute explicata 
est (nam circa florescentiam lignosus evadit)^ abscin- 
diCur jprope. terram^ folia avelluntur et cortex ad baain 
caulis cultro dentibus vel unguibus solvitur> detra- 
hiturque a basl ad apicem> cannabis instar^ remanente. 
ibteriori caulis j^arte niida nivea cohcava et puJpodd> 
quae instar Rapse vel Pomi cruda editur et quidem 
summo cum adpetitu> deficiente gratiori in hssce oris 
T^egetabili. Cum pueri vel puellse mecse Julio cum 
rangiferis suis per Alpes errantes in pascuis illosque 
circa vespertinum vel matutinum tempus ad casam^ ut 
mulgantur« reduces comitimtur, detruncatis caulibus 
totum sinum impletum reporfant^ quos in familia sua 
distribuunt^ et summa aviditate devorant. Gratus hie 
Lapponibus cibus nee nobis displicebat, leviter enim 
amarus etsimul aromaticus est^ immo et gustui et 
ventriculo arridebat^ adsumptis scilicet tamdid dilt^nti* 
bus^ac emollientibus^ cibo non salito> camibus et 
piscibus sale nuUo maceratis^ lacte pingui* rangiferino^ 

VOL. I. O 
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of people regard with the greatest hoirof. 
Although I had been informed by Icelahdens 
of respectability, who had Tisitied this tiibun^ 
tain^ that I should see nothing remarkable 
upon it^ but what I had seen elsewhere^ still 
I felt a great mortification at the r^usal c^f 
the guides to accompany me ; because; next 



they J instead of imprisoniog their dsmnedin the vol- 
canoes^ consign them to the boiling fbuntain^^ upon 
which subject Kempfer has the following curious re- 
marks : — ^* The monks of this place (Simabara) have 
given peculiar names to each of the hot-aprings^ aridng 
in thfl neighborhood^ borrowed from their quality^ from 
the nature of the froth at top> or the sediment at bot- 
tom> and from, the noise they make as they come out 
of the ground \ and they have assigned them as puiga- 
tories for several sorts of tradesmen and faandicFa£tsmeii, 
whose, professions seem to bear some relation to any 
.of the qualities above mentioned Thus« for instance^ 
they lodge the deceitful beer and sackibrewers at the 
. bottom of a deep muddy spring ; the codia sUid pastry- 
cooks in another, which is i^markiible Jbr its while 
.froth \ wranglers and quarrelsome persons in another^ 
whiph pishes out- of the ground with a frightful mur- 
muriQg : noiae \ and so on. After this numner,' im- 
.p98ing upon the blind and superstitious vulgar, they 
^.squeeze money out of them, making them' belieVe that 
"by^th^ir. prayers and intercession they may be deliverdd 
.ffoia jyi^irplaeed of torment after. death.'*«*^Ha«^ory bf 



to visiting the hot-springs^ jthe opportuaity 
of climbing Hecla was my grand object in 
Iceland. At firsts I thought of waiting a 
few days for better weather, but the con- 
tinuance of the rain, and the little prospect 
there was of its clearing up induced me, 
before the evening, to determine upon de- 
parting for Reikevig on the morrow; espe- 
cially as the fortnight, the time allowed me 
previously to the sailing of the Mai^aret 
and Anne, was within three or four days 
of its expiration. However, I left it with 
somewhat the less regret, from hoping it 
would be in my power to revisit the coun- 
try at a future time, under more fortunate 
auspices. I have before mentioned that the 
bishop^s see had been removed from Skal- 
holt to Reikevig: at the same time the 
cathedral, also, was pulled down, and a new 
and very neat wooden church erected in its 
stead. Our fair hostess accompanied us 
to this building, which, however, contains 
none of those reliques of antiquity* that 

f These were^ at the time when Olafsen and Povelsea 
wrote their history (about 1760)^ two ancient altar- 
]Mece8> and a bishop's staff (b&ton d'Ev^ue)^ of which 
fhe upper part was brass, richly gilt. There was, like- 
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4)e cathedral was said formerly to ponesa, 
vnlets, indeed, an altar-cloth, with nune 
robet, and a mitre richly worked in gold^ 
but now very mqch tftmished, may be con* 

ivite» to 1)6 seen the coffia of St Thoriakj who wat maAB 
bishop of Iceland, in 11T9, wd died io 1193. His Saga 
k said to be fiill of miracles, and he found worshippers, 
according to Yon Troil, not only in Iceland, but also in 
Denmaik, Norway, England, Scotland, the Orkney Islen, 
and Greenland, and even had a chureh dedicated to 
him at Constaatinopla. On the thirteenth of August^ 
ll98j his bones were dug up and deposited in a coffin, 
plated with gold and silver, and it was resolved that this 
day, as well as that on which he was elected bishop, and 
that on which he died, shocrfd be annually eeldl»rated^ 
Gyaacnis J^arsson, who was made bishop fai 1540, and 
was a violent enemy to popery, caused the ornamentsi to 
be broken off, and the coffin covered with copper gilt : 
in such state it was exhibited in the cathedral at the 
tfane Sir Joseph Banks was there (177^)* The relique 
tibat was shewn for a portion of his riiuU was ascertained 
to be only a piece of a large cocoa-nut-shell ! — ^While 
preparing this part of my little work for the press, I 
have been enabled » through the kindness of Sir Joseph 
Banks, to have before me, amongst many other draw- 
ings made by his artists, two, which t^present views in 
different directions of the cathedral of Skalholt : from 
these it appears to have been built entirely of boards, in 
the form of a cross, and, but for a little wooden sf^re, 
would have been so IBce an English bam, that I do not 
know any thipg with which I can so well compare it. 
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MJmaJ as hying dain to be so rhgainltdk 
aafartunattcfy my foeoioty^ ait. this tioi^ 
frill not i^nabk mc to rscdleot what I waa 
wfbmied ooneamiii^ &a». Th^ pulpk lA 
the chumh ia ^iLtfeiiiely well made^ aittd 
aome amll, but not iii oetuted, %itres> am 
painted upon it A very tolerable Danish 
painting, ako^ of the late bitbc^ of the 
placc^ who had^ if I miatake not, married 
m aiaier of Madame Joneaott^ is hanging ujj^ 
against the wall ; and, nndemeatfa the floor^ 
wbvch afibrdt a protection to it from injniy^ 
and of which a part lifts up, like a trap^ 
door, to exhibit it, is laid a handsome tablet^ 
liohly inscribed in gilt lettera, m commemo*- 



^Tbe BuknerouB small buildings tkat ^ere then situated clc^ae 
hy tlie cathedral^ and formed tbe tewa« were occu^ied^ 
as Sir Joii^ Banks inibrnia me, eatirely by th^ buli^^'s 
dependants and twenty-ei^ht boys who were at tbe 
echool, and were maintained at the expence of the King 
of Denmark. Among the whole cluster, I <»n now only 
reeognise the house at present occupied by Madame 
^Fonesen; so much is the pAaoe altered within these 
ferty years.— ^ir Joseph also possesses the drawing of 
an ancient weapon^ seven feet long, which he saw in 
the cathedral of Skalholti in shape much like a halberd, 
and said to have belonged to it lanious ^ero named 
ftcarpheditt, who died in tbe year 1004, 



ration of his virtues and learning. The ea*- 
thedral of Skalholt is reported to have been 
a noUe structure^ and p^haps really was so 
for Iceland^ where the iiii^nificenee of build* 
ings is not to be estimated according to oar 
southern ideas; but the foundatiop^ which 
. still remains^ and may be traced extending 
some paces beyond that of the present build-^ 
ing, does not appear to admit of its having 
been what we should call in England a large 
or even a moderately-sized edifice. .It was 
in the year 1057 that a bishoprick Svas 
established in Iceland « at this place^ only 
eighty-three years after the introduction of 
Christianity, till which period the natives 
were worshippers of idols. The bishop 
that first filled the see was Isleif, the. 
son of one Gissur^ who, together with s^ 
person of the name of Hialte Ske^esen ^, 
preached the doctrine of Christianity with 

* Of these perscnos Povelsen $um1 Ola&en relate the 
following anecdote from the Khristni'Saga*'-^^' It was 
Oluf Tiyggveaon, King of Norway, who, aft«r having 
been at much pains to induce the Icelanders to embrace 
the new religion, sent them these two men to complete 
the work;* but their proceedings were near £Edling of 
fhe purposed end > for the volcanic eruption then tool^ 



80 Ihuch raccess^ that^ lit a general cou- 
vocation of the people of the island^ held 
at the Althing in the year 1000^ it viras 
agreed, that idolatry . should be abolished^ 
and the religion of our Blessed. Saviour 
adopted in its stead/ The many kind. atten- 
tions^ and the truly hospitable entertain- 

place which produced the laTa called Thurraarrhrantty 
and just at the time when they Were preaching, to their 
countrymen^ some messeffligers arrived with the grievous 
intelligence f : whence the pagans were led to believe 
that they saw in this jeruption a proof of the anger of 
their gods^ at the blasphemous discourses of ihe par- 
tisans of chnsttanity. It was not .a little fortunate 
then« tha^ at a moment, as critical as it was decisive, 
ojne of the ppgans named Snorro Godi, a priest (who, 
perhaps, had conceived a good opinion of the new &ith), 
succeeded in calming them, by putting to them the fol- 
lowing question, no less laconic than ingenious : ' vaai 
Evat leiddmist gudin tha er her brann raunit er na 
^oendum ver a ?* What, tketh was the came of the anger 
of the gods, when they burned the rock on which we are 
now standing 9 — for all who were ph^ent knew that this 
had happened before the country was inhabited.** 

" » 

f <<£cce autcm vir cunu anhelos : ignem subterraneum in Olfut 
erupisse, ct jam yillae Thoroddi pontificis imminere nunciat. Turn 
ethnici : non miram, si ejusmodi seraiDfubus excaQdesceient Dii, 
yociferantur. At Snorrius pontifez : * quid igitur excandutrunt Dii, 
cum scopulus cut nunc insisHmus conjlagravit f * " Khrittni-Saga, 
«p. u. p. 8S-^90, 



menft whkli I had reeeivad fmni Madanw 
J^dneson^ mude me feel tfocioiift to nMlce htr 
lA retera sotae little aoknowiBdgtnient) and 
I was vexed^ on exatnhitttioa of my «toek> 
to find it so much reduced as to render it 
not a little difficult what to fbt upon that 
might be acceptable. My tea and wSm 
were already expended ; nor could I think 
•f any thing to oiB^ her but a ^irt» « fam 
cravats^ and a pocket handkerchief. I feik 
how unworthy such trifles were of her ac- 
ceptance, as a reward for so much hospita^ 
lity, and I was therefore the more pleased! 
to find them received with evident marki 
of gratification. Her happiness Was mani^ 
fested by a friendly salute^ and by the 
eagerness with which she unfolded and sur* 
veyed the difiereat artieles^ She was greatly 
jmztledy hoMWfer, to ascertain die ine cf 
the firill of the shirty and led me into no 
less perplexity by consulting me on the best 
mode of converting it into an article of ap>r 
parel that might be serviceable to herself. 
I was much struck with this incident, tiis 
singularly characteristic of the aimpliciiy of 
manners even of th^ higher classes of the 
inhabitants, and, trifling as it may appear n 
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itsdf^ I tiberefere record die tneodole ia 
my joiimaL A rainy afftemoon made mp 
come to a determinatioa to turn our hades 
at once on Hecla ^, and return w ithout 
delay to Reikevig, in pursuance of ivhicbj 
adboot six o^clock in the evenings having 
struck our tents end procured guides^ we 
toc4c leave erf our kind hostess at Skalholt^ 
and set out upon our journey, proposing t» 
travel ouj keeping along the south side of 
Apn^vatn, till we reached Thingevalle. Th^ 
first part of our route was truly execrable^ 
lying over rocky hills, whose surfaces weee 
every where strewed with loose angular 
pieces of stone, A steep descent brought 
lis to the banks of a deep and wide rivier, 
where we foM a miserable conveyance for 
ourselves and luggage in a boat which had 
be^i formed out of half a lu:ger one, sad 
was so leaky as to require continual baling 
tUl we reached the opposite shore* Our 
horses vfere obliged to swim, which they 
did with great dexterity, keeping only their 
noses above the water, thmigh carried by 
the rapidity of the current a considerable 

'* &e Appendix C« for an account of this mouotaiii* 
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way down the stream. An extensive rocky, 
moor succeeded^ interspersed with disagree* 
able bog and numerous rivulets^ and present-* 
ing nothing interesting to the traveller^ till^ 
about ten o'clock^ our wejaried eyes were 
relieved by the view of Apn-vatn^ and of a 
lofty column of steam from the boiling foun- 
tain of Reykum. As we ascended the hills 
on the west side of Apn-vatn^ the rain 
changed to a thick mist^ accompanied by a 
degree of cold^ which I should scarcely have 
thought could have been experienced south 
of the ^arctic circle in the month of July, 
A flannel under-dress and two great coats^ 
in addition to my usual quantity of apparel^ 
were not sufficient to keep me warm, and I 
frequently found it necessary to alight from 
my horse, preferring the fatigue of walking 
under such a weight of clothes, to the exces- 
sive cold experienced during more moderate 
exercise. About midnight it became appa- 
rent from the broken surface of the ground, 
and the holes which here and there pre- 
sented themselves, that we were approaching 
a continuation of the extraondinary country 
that extends in an easterly direction from 
Thingevalte, while the duskiness that per- 
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Tades* the atmosph^e .in the night, at tim 
season of the year, together with the fog 
which now. confined our view to within a 
.few yards around ns^ but whidh at the same 
time indreased the apparent size of the ob- 
jects^ added to the gloominess and horror of 
the scenery. We travelled continually anxmg 
the great masses of rock that lie strewed 
in the wildest possible disorder about the 
i chasms which they once served to fill up^ 
.and frequently, as we went on, were we de- 
ceived by the imaginary sight of houses in 
this .solitude, which, on a n<»rer approach, 
/piroved to be only huge rocks, torn frbm 
their- natural /situation by the shock of an 
eaFthquaJke, or some terrible convulsion of 
' nature. . However naturally the mind pf man 
-shrinks from solitude, and rejoices amidst 
;the dreariness of an . Icelandic waste to sc^ 
:the faces and to hear the voices of human 
ybeings, yet still in a jcountry like this, where 
;the track, whenevec it appears, affords room 
^fott only ai smgl^ horse, the sense of danger 
overpowers the gratifieation, and it is there- 
'fore fdS^irtutiate'thait. travellers are seldom met 
fmx^f dsc€pt itt this sea^n, when the natives 
^are^ Fedir^iiigi from the rm^ at Reikevig, or 
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firmn aonie firiikig station on the coaflfc, brings 
iog with them their supply of fish^ and of 
other articles neceasary for their subsistence 
or oonvemence. Saoh a party, lockded with 
j^nks for building, we here heard at some 
distance before ns, urging their fet^ned 
beasts to quicken their pace ; and their toil 
was increased by their being c^liged to pass 
us in a jdace where the excessire inequality 
of the surface would efieetually have stopped 
tile progress of any but Icelandic horses. 
Soon after this we approecbed a rocky mounn 
tain, at the south«-east end of Thingevallc^ 
Tatn, and, shortly after came to tbe oiaigin 
of the lake itself, where, by keeping as near 
the shore, as the nature of the eountry would 
allow, we escaped tiie worst part of the 
chasms, which we had some daj^* before ek- 
perioioed so miU!h difficulty in crossing; 
and we enjoyed^ as the mist dispersed, about 
two or three o'clock on the foUomng 
Wednesday, momiiig> a magnificent vidw of 
Juiyi». Thingevalte-vatn, . wkh ita two 
blacli islands; whilst we otirsdves weie 
riding akmg the basiks amidst a smdl copse 
of dsmaiutiire birch,. imtttUiited with ^imt 
wilhiws, and varied wifk the Wight bkie cf 
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the floiren of Oeranmm sg^vaOeum, wimh 
gnm here in considetable qinsilitf . Fcnt a 
fei#^ miftutes we rtopped to hmt oaf hotBOt 
in this verdant spot^ and then oaBtiniang 
our way over a track of country that I have 
already attempted to describe on my road 
to th^ Geysers^ at about five o'clock we came 
to tha houad of the priest of Thingevalle. 
UttivilHog^ however^ to disturb the family 
ijt M Mvfy tt hour^ yn^ crossed the Oxeraa, 
load oaee more entered my favorite spot 
tf AtmwMgiaa ; here pcopooing, if the 
iMttlter wniild .allow of it> to spend two 
or three ibjrs. Na sooner was our little 
encampment completed, than I clambered 
over some loose pieces of rock, which, cross- 
ing the chasm, formed a slight barrier; 
and hence proceeded about a mile up the 
southern part, where I found that, on the 
west, the perpendicular face of the rock 
increased in height as I went along, while 
the opposite or eastern side was in many 
places not a quarter so high. Indeed, in 
every^ part of this chasm that I examined, 
the western side was the most lofty> and 
was quite perpendicular, but the eastern 
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oonisiintty Very contiderably les» in its ele* 
vation and leamog tnttwud, so that a teo 
tion of the chasm, would represeat the an-, 
ncxsd ^pure. 



Aolong the rocks grew, rather plentifully, 
Polypodium hyperhorcum, and a species of 
fern which appeared to me new, but of which 
I do not sufficiently recollect the characters' 
to attempt a description of it. On climb- 
ing the eastern clifl^ and descending on the 
grassy surface to the margin of the lake, I 
found, but sparingly, Isoetes lacustris. As' 
nothing more remarkable invited me to pro-' 



ceed in a 86t]rt;hern direction in the chasm, 
I turned to the horth, and retraced my 
steps; when, on looking back, after walking 
a few hundred paces from my tent, I was 
amazingly struck with the terrific appearance 
of the entrance of the pass of Almannegiaa, 
the descent through which I have previously 
mentioned. Huge masses on the summit 
of the precipice scarcely appeared to be at- 
tached'to the edge on which they stood, so 
that you would think the slightest breath 
of wind would hurl them into the plain 
below; while all around, in addition to 
thes^, the great fissures, the rocks projecting 
from the sides, and the scantiness of vege- 
tation, formed a scene truly grand, but at 
the same time divested of every thing that 
might be called, beautiful. Farther to the 
northward I met* with several plants which 
1 had not before seen in the country: among 
them were Saxifraga cemua, a new Mar- 
chantia in fructification, two or three Hi/pna, 
with which I was unacquainted, and Fon- 
tinalis squamosa, also, full of capsules. The 
noise which I now heard of the falling of 
water convinced me I was arrived in the 
neighborhood of a cascade, of a portion 

VOL. I. p 
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of whiefa I had previpitfly <migbt a 4)4* 
^tot g^ioipie, sofllGimit tp. Aw^m my i3»rKH 
sily and make me feel anaBioini to tf^j^rDacH 
it ; to effiwt which it was necessary ito eeot^ 
one or two rapid ton^nts^ wh<^> turning 
round a projecting angle of the difii I had 
suddenly a &U view of a v^ry gi^^iftpenl 
cataract^ dashing . its foaming waters wiilA 
tremendous roar over the highest part of 
the precipice^ whenoe they fell in an nn-* 
brokeiil AietA upon the rocfcy bas^> copiposeil 
of immense masses of most uncertain sizes^ 
all rounded and render^ perfectly smoptb 
hy the force c^ the ^nirr^nt^ ' wbieh^ a^^ 
crossing the chasm in an obliquely winding 
eoursci makes its boisterous way through a 
most romantic opening in the eastern cliffy 
and then soon unites with the mo^pe ^qpu^ 
stream of the Oxeraa "^^ at about half a mile 
from its oonfluence with Thing^v^Ile-vatn« 

* I faave^ (m my fii«t yisH to ThiogmllQ* niflHijiili 
that it W0S the spot where the court of justice wjbs hdd* 
and that near it was the place of execution for crimi- 
nals. Since that was written^ I am informed by Sir 
Joseph Banks of a peculiar punishment formexfy in- 
flicted upon women for the murder of their illeginiate 
chil4ren« *^ Tb^ are dfowned^*' say? ^r Joseplv Ju bis 
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Jkt Ihtrdiftance of a^faip kundrad jrtfds ktaA 
this eaieade biy soam |ih90> <if took, ^kh 
Imd dUfon from Hie oliff, m mtk n oMttnar 
98 lf> 09aUe mei^ thimgh Mvt witkost •cmr 
siderable dilfficulty^ to reach the summity 
^iHiere I had an e^pwliiiiity of Meing ih» 
fitream which supplies the waterfall^ as it 
rolled rapidly, a deep and wide mountain- 
torreot^ through a nmrly levd bedi of unpto^ 
^uetiw rofik. The upper ^ufAtoa of tkie diff; 
us fitr as I could see, belli oh this and &e 
opposite side *, may cleaiiy be perceived to 

JQIII3M|1> '' JA a pool in tlia mer« under pi c^d^Pi eXf? 
maples pf wlu<;b arQ vejy sparc^^ but oi^ h4pj^iie4 in tbe 
youth of Uie ck):|aruiaQ of Tbuig^^e^ who was (Jia 1778) 
fifty years of i^« Tl^e crimuMd wss tied up u> a jsact^ 
wUch came over her h^» «d^ raacbed as &r down as 
the iqiddlQ of h^r ^p 5 a rope was tben&stened Uf her^ 
an4 he)d by an exeeutioner on the opposite bapk: aftur 
standing an hour in that situation she was puUed intptbff 
water> and kept under with a pole till she was dead.** 

* From the summil of the eastern cliff there ia, as 
. I have before remarked, a sudden dectivity into the 
great plain in which ThingevaUe-vatn is situated, 
and not only the sur&ce of this is curled, and bears 
the most striking marks of volcanic origin, but, as 
^ Joseph Banks was informed, the bottom of tlie 
lahe> a]0Q# exhibits the same appearance.— The fol- 
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have beeii in a niehed and flowing state 
ftom its curled appearance, and in the &Ge 
of the precijnces the diftrent currents of 
laya are veiy visible^ of various tbicki^sses, 

lowing remarki and sketch, ftom Sir Joseph Buik»* 
journal, will assist in rendering more intelligible my 
description of Almannegiaa. '^The highest cliff yv^ 
ascertained by measurement to be one hundred and 
seven feet six inches, the opposite one thirty-sit fbet 
^ve inches, and the width of the chasm one hun- 
dred and five feet* The feoe of the precipice pre- 
sented to our vif w, currents of lava, varying in thick- 
ness ftom ten inches to as many feet, each of them 
bdng distinguished ftom the other by its curled and 
porous surface. Some of them form arches, having 
run in hills : all of them« probably, proceeded from 
one eruption, though in difierent streams. The lesser 
height and oblique position of the eastern mass, and, 
indeed, the chasm itself, it may be conjectured, were 
caused by some under stratum having given way, and 
the consequent sinking of all above it, as the figure wiU 
better explain. -* 
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divided here ^d there by perpendicular 
fissures. . A heavy rain now put a stop to my 
botanizing, which was^ indeed^ become an 
useless occupation^ as all the specimens that 
I might have gathered would necessarily 
have been destroyed^ and I therefore re- 
t;irned to the tents^ whence Jacob and my-* 
self took our horses to call upoii the priest 
of Thingevalle,. for llie purpose of making 
some acknowledgement for the kindness he 
had shewn us. Near his house I was much 
struck with the venerable figure of a native^ 
who was employed in cutting the twigs of 
birch into small pieces^ for burning into char- 
coal. His long beard and the singularity of his 
dress gave him very much the appearance 
oi the Icelander represented in the ancient 
costume of his country, in the third plate 
of the Atlas of the Voyage en Islande. 
His jacket was ornamented with a coarse 
sort of lacing, and his little hemispherical 
cap, fitting close to his head, was precisely 
the same as the one there figured. This 
old Icelander served iikewis^^^os. fisherman 
to the priest, and had just drawn from the 
lake a considerable quantity of the Thinge- 
valle trout, which are, at this season,, to be 
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t»k«i in Ae gitetert ablmdaiiMi ftt^ at 
i iB Wi t h etoB does not i^opear Jifaat toy »0Mk 
»tt enplfffed for tbe pnrpoie of curh^tfaMR 
tbt a winter stocky in which state they nng^t 
afibfd nourishment to a number ^ poo# 
people who reside in the neighborhood* 
Indeed, I do not reeollect seeing througbont 
thifl eiEtensive pieec of water more thin 
two or three boats engaged in the fishery, 
and the peasants who lived only a few 
miles dntant firom Hiingevalle^vatn seemed 
seareely to know of the existence of sndi a 
ftsh » the forelle. A vast heiqp of Lgcofn^ 
dium alpimtmj lying near the priest's hons^ 
drew my attention, and, on inquiry, I fomtd 
that it vras used tor the purpose of giving 
ttmr wadmal a yellow dye % whiek is dDne 

* For givieg tbe ssm# tiat to wooUea clo^> a&> 
cordiog^ to Poveken and Ola&en^ the iahabitsnts of 
Borgafiord and its neighborhood make use of the Lichen 
islandicus in the following manner: they strew some of 
it upon the surfkee of the stuff intended to be dyerf^ to 
which it Madily attaches itself; and thqr then tell thi6 
cloth upon a eylindrioal piece of wood and boil it for 
six hours in an iron pot; which done, they tdce it but 
of the water> unrol it> and lay it in the air to drjf'i— « 
the color thus acquired is a dark>f>ut exceli^nt^^i^w. 
A deep^ brows dye is produced' 1^ bdEfix^VW^dttf in 
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bf merety bmfitig the cfoth in water^ tvith' n 
qpMitity of the L^copadium, dud sotne leaver 
of /^^occtymein uiiginosufn. The coior^ im-^ 
parted by thn process^ to judge from some; 
cloth shewn me^ was a pale and pleasant^ 

water with a quantity <rf the leaves of the SarHkfng or 
Arbtttta Obtf tXrri, itk the flame vmy ab prabti^ed wi& 
^tiii IMkm itlaniicm s add iir case it b afterwards desire- 
aMs t^ ooike thu eloth blaek> some fat earth of that 
color> called Sorta, is coyected> put into a vessel of 
water« and stirred about briskljr> till it has acquired the 
consisteney of paste 3 in which state^ if sofbred to stand 
a Bitle tiodS; the loWttk" palt sfiieas into a fhieter siifa»> 
stancej and a liquid ioats on the sarfiicey whi(^ bdag 
poured off, what remedns is daubed over the cloth whilst 
the leaves of the SortUyng are still attached to it : the 
cloth then, having been rolled upon a cylinder/ is 
bottsd, together tiith the paste, for some hours ; telfiea 
flNNii the vmnA} suffered to cod, and washed in fresh 
and eokl water. Dr. Westring, in his admirable W4urk 
i^pon the dying qualities of various Lichens, has given a 
figure of Lichen iilandlcus and specimens of four colors 
tltot may be extracted from it, by different processes ; a 
pale bright y^ow, ^ rusty red, and two madlfications 
of browskr*! an happy ia the opportuntly of reeol»> 
nwriKng to the attention of my countrymen this beau* 
tiflil and elaborate performance, a translation of which 
(from the Swedish language in which it is written) 
might possibly be of Considerable service to some of oar 
BMkh ataiaibotaaM. 
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thoagh not a brilliant^ yellow. A simikr 
dye is said^ by Linnaeus^ to be produoed ia 
Lapland from another species of hywpo* 
dium, the L. complanatum, but with this^ 
instead of the Fdccinium, are used birch- 
leaves^ gathered at midsummer. 

Thuisday, Owing to the continuance of the 
July 20. j^jjj^ jj. appeared to be useless to 

remain longer in Almann^aa; therefore, 
after spending the day in making such 
sketches of the most remarkable parts of the 
scenery as the weather would allow^ I re* 
solved to depart myself with Jacob, at six 
o'clock in the evening, for Reikevig, leaving 
my guide, with orders to follow me as soon 
' as the tents and luggage should be suffici- 
ently dry. The margin of Thingevalle*vatn 
fortunately enabled us to find our way to 
Heiderbag; for, otherwise, we should in alt 
probability have been lost for a time, owing 
to the excessive fo^iness of the ^tmoftpher^^ 
which would in&llibly have prevented u& 
from reaching the house of the pastor £g- 
closen, where it was necessary for us to 
procure a conductor for the fpllowing psMt 
of our journey. Indeed, as ofltenas oiir 
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leaving liie. shore and deviating fiom the track 
induced the necessity of Jacob's being sepa- 
rated from me, in order to recover it, it was 
only by shouting to, and answering one 
another, that we were enabled again to join 
company, so thick is an Icelandic fog, of the 
influence of which it is scarcely possible for 
an adequate idea to be conceived in Eng- 
land, except by those who have had the 
misfortune to be in the crowded streets of 
London in similar weather. At nine o'clock 
we arrived at the door of the worthy priest, 
whom we found seated in the fish-house, 
nursing his infant child, and at the same 
time employed in preparing his discourse for 
the following sabbath. A man, who was 
engaged stowing some fish and wool^ in the 
«une building, ofiered to accompany us on 
our way, and the priest immediately sent 
him in, search of his horse, which was graz-r 
ing on the morass. The rain and fog had by 
this time so increased, that we gladly availed 
ourselves of the shelter before us,^ and par- 
took with thanks of such refreshment as our 
host was able to afibrd. After three hours 
pasted in anxious expectation of the return 
af our guide, we at length began to fear lest 

2 
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nothe acc||rat should hsrre bditllett huft* fbf 
tille anifll^l cocild not have strayed far enough 
to detain him any great length «rf timer n^ 
only because the spot that would affi>rd the 
poor beast nutriment was very circmnscribed^ 
but because it was fastened by its fore legs. 
The priest^ however^ did not partake of our 
fears^ but was more niclined ta tiiinlt that 
the intensity of the mist had prevented the 
tnan from discovering the horse^ a circum- 
stance far from impossible^ although he 
might be within a few yards of him ; and^ 
to convince us of the probability of his con- 
jecture, he told us an anecdote of a person^ 
whom he knew, being, during the continue 

'' ance of an equally thick, but more durable, 
fog, for two whole days engaged in a simi-^ 
lar search. The conjectures of the priest 
respecting our guide were indeed well- 
founded; for at twelve o'clock he returned 
wrth tidings that he had not been able ito 
find the animal, and he therefore voltmteerecl 
his services to conduct us on foot beyond 
the most intricate part of our route, an oflfer 
that we gladly availed ourselves of, as to 
have gone to the nearest neighbor tO' boiv 

^ row a horse trotfld* have occupirf ftdl ^hree 



iMin. A ^«B« €l mm, widi tht fltfvbir of 
ti^hiob oor goide seem^ scarcely to bt m-^ 
quaiated^ and of the strei^tii of nhiA h(f 
bad no idea till he had drank it^ fciad Mc6^ 
an effect itfK)n bkn^ that he eld not seem tsd^ 
need a hime io carry him fester^ and he 
0Mftinaed running for more than an hoiiir 
wtthoat once db^ping; except^ indeed^ when 
he was so unlucky aef to strike his foot 
against a stone^ and fall^ in oonseqnence of 
k, among the rock». This circumstance 
frequently happened^ and at every time he 
looked back and bughed,. as if sensible of 
the cause of bis stumbling; always taking^ 
care to tell us he was not hurt^ and pro- 
ceeding immediately with his previoua 
speed. He several times forded rivers whose 
waters reached as high as his waist^ and . 
tried, by wading in different parts of the 
stfeam, to find the shallowest and lei|se 
rocky places, so that we might be enabled 
to pass with the greatest ease and security* 
Aa often as we had to cross a momsa| 
ht went before us with a long pole and 
pointed out the unsound spots, which, how-* 
ever, without this precaution, the sagacity 
. ef laerlatfdic horses ia ahnoftt sure of being 
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«ble to disoovei'; for, if Ifeejr perct&ve,. by m 
difierenee in the: Vegetation^ a part, whieh 
appears insecure to tread upon, they itnme^ 
diately put their noses to the ground^ and,i 
as if by the ftculty of. smelly seem to be 
sensible of the propriety or impropriety of 
proceeding. This instinct^ indeed, is ; not 
peculiar to the horses of this country, for 
&e shelties of Scotland appear to possess it 
nearly in as great a degree. After conduct* 
ing us into a beaten track, at about three 
Priiay, o*clock in thc moming of the fol- 
iiiiy2i. lowing day, our attentive guide left 
us, and with no diminution of speed set off 
on his return to Heiderbag, in order that 
be might reach the ptace in time to go 
through his whole day*s work of hay^utting. 
The mist now began to clear away, and I 
saw at but little distance before me the 
chasm at the foot of the mountain Skoul- 
$-fleL I alighted from my horse and walked 
^long a steep desceift to the edge of the 
precipice, whence I looked directly down 
into an opening of the ground, which, at 
the same time that it appeared nearly as 
deep and quite as terrific as that of Aiman* 
negiaa, was more remarkable, from having 
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in the centre^ betveeen the two precipioei^ 
k perpendicular column of rock^ in height 
nearly equalling the place on which I s|»oci^ 
and surrounded^ excepting a small portion^ 
by the waters of a torrent that flowed 
with great rapidity along the bottom of the 
chasm. There was no w^y by which I 
could arrive at the stream without goitifg 
a very circuitous route, and I therefore 
thought it better to hasten to Reikevig, 
and, if the thne allowed me before the sail- 
ing of the vessel would permit, to return 
and bestow a day upon the investigation of 
this place and the neighboring mountain. 
On our nearer approach to Reikevig, we 
saw numerous parties of the natives with, 
their tents and horses, giving an appearance 
of life and population, which alone could mak^ 
the rest of our journey in the least interest- 
ing. Wheresoever a green spot presented ^l^ 
self, tents were pitched, and the horses suf- 
fered to graze, whilst the owners were repos- 
ing themselves after a journey which had 
been made during the night, according 
to the general custom of the Icelanders at 
this season of the year. These people were 
on the road either to or from Reikevig ; in 
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4Mr fioeki or wilil mimh; in tke iKtler^ 
bM|{iig bodk lurticleft of foifigyi ipamillfi- 
^ ^Mie, or» w 19 «ost iwaI^ Mk fof tb»kr 
<imtir*s MHpIy. Aoicmg those retmntng 
imA the mfu^ I moogMied m^ yuiOQg 
ftimd, th^ Bon «f the priest of ThingOTall^ 
^ho had been disposing of a'c^^ of but- 
t^ wd wool lor his father. In posing fay 
jHtch a collection of Jeelandere^ anHMnting 
to mmy hundrodt (a number which, for the 
the qpace of a month in JiUjr or Augnstj 
if Almost always to be seen in the impair 
di^te vicinity of Reikeyig), I oould not 
Mp Inflecting on tbe .iogujar ,itmk>n of 
our little party of Englishmen, not ej|:cee^ 
it^ in all five or six and twenty persons, tf^ 
moved from all possibility of succour, em^ 
mies to the sovereign o£ the oMintry, a94 
^tiiig momwer, made the governor prp. 
aoiier and exercised daminion om the wbol^ 
island, yet, nevertheless^ living iwmekstad 
by a single native, and undisturbed, exoeft 
by a few, who seemed to have interested 
motives in falsely i:epresenting the people 
as ripe for insurrection* Our state of se^ 
curity was undoubtsdly owit^ to the wili- 



Jb9gofM$of the aativw *> i^diEe gffth^fok^ 
if Urn DaQef, wd to the full perswsioa 
the^ ^fitertaiqe^ jiiiat it mw the Britidi 
aioM who cpiiU MUpfpiy them^ 'm tisems qi 
^cfLV&ty^ with nisf^siarjr subeirtmiGej^ wd 
keep the^ JTom a &tat^ 4;^ actual ^(tarvaCim, 
Of tb^ ^istence of such a feeling evs^ 
4ay'« rosideiice at BeUcevig fiimiiheil ahuo* 
d^t jtefticnoo^ ; but still .^toore satil&ctoiy 
if^re the proofs I receivedy as woU cfaini^ 
the piseseat as in my sitcoeediog eausursiomj 
l^rheti th^ satiifaetioti of the inlndiikantsy at 
tb^ pro^ieet of beiiig placed under English 
goi^ermmot^ was repeatedly isxpreseed to 
mti^ a»d that^ nc^ only by the poorer cliag 
of people^ but also by those high in power in 
the island. On my arrival at Reikevigi 
betureeQ six and seven o^clock in the fnorp. 
ing, so fwc from finding the Margar^ and 
AM)e in readii^ois to sail^ it was even do«bt^ 
fill jwfaether she ivouid be so daring the 
coii^se of die next week, ivluch was to me^ 
andrpeiiii^ps to ipe only^ a fintiiMte eimma^ 
stance^asit aflSmled an opportonity of seeio^ 
more of the ooimtiy dvan I had kti^y 
pected it would be in my power to du 
dotermined ther^Nre^ followii^ as well 
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i^cofnmendation of Stiftsamptman Stephezw 
sea as my own inclination^ to avail mysetf 
of the kind invitation given me by his son; 
the Etatsroed and chief justice of the island^ 
and visit the district of Borgafiord where he 
resides; but^ as the care of my herbarium 
and the arranging of the other collections 
made in my late excursion^ required two. or 
three days^ I was unable to set out before 
the fdlowing Friday^ when the Stiftsampt- 
man again insisted upon supplying me with 
horses^ tents^ &c. Independently, indeed, 
of the preservation of my treasures, I had 
also other motives for thus delaying my 
journey to Borgafiord : oneof them was my 
wish to be present at the great salmon- 
fishery, at a river not far from this town^ 
which was to take place on the twenty^fifth 
of this month ; and another was my desiie to 
visit the sulphur-springs of Rreisevig, which 
Count Tramp had obligingly recommend- 
ed to my attention, as being amongst the 
greatest curiosities that the island affords. 

Sunday, ^c had now been so long in 

July 23. anxious expectation of the arrival 
of the Flora, another merchant-vessel beloftg- 
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Ing to Mr. Phelpis, which was to sail almost 
immediately after *iis, that we began to fear 
lest soine accident should have happened 
to her pn the passage; and I felt myself 
particularly uneasy on the subject, as I had 
ecmsiderable reason to expect by her my 
fnend, Mr. Borrer, in whose company 1 
had found such pleasure the preceding 
y«ar, when he participated with me in the 
fetigues and enjoyments of a tour through 
the north of Scotland and the Orkney 
Islands. It may, therefore, easily be guess- 
ed how much, in my present situation, 
when any society would be valuable, I 
longed for that qf a man, whose taste for 
natural history was congenial to my own, 
whose friendship I was well assured of, and 
whose natural acuteness and various informa- 
tion could not fail materially to promote 
the object we both had in view. We were 
consequently not a little gratified on having 
word brought to us at two o'clock thia morn- 
ing, that a vessel was beating into the bay, 
and that she was, in all probability, the 
Flora.^ On a nearer approach we were certain 
of her being so '^ but it was not till four in 
the afternoon^ when she came to an anchor, 
VOL. I ' a 
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that I had the disappointment to learn from 
the captain that there was neither Mr. Borrer 
on board, nor a single letter from any of my 
friends in England. The vexation of such 
a disappointment could not but be severely 
felt; but the additional r^et caused by 
the idea of . my being forgotten by those^ 
whose memory I cherished most fondly 
when separated from them by f such a dis- 
tance, was done away wh^n I found that the 
Flora had left Gravesend only two days after 
us, and had been detained ever since on her 
passage, which occupied no less than seven 
weeks. 

/ 

Tucsdiy, This, which was the day* ap- 
Juiy 25.' pointed for thtf catching of the sal- 
mon in the Lax Elbe, at a place near its 



^ It is to be observed^ that for a few days previous to 
tbis^ nets had been placed at the moutb of the river^ to 
prevent the fish escaping to the sea on their returp j&om 
spawning; besides whicb> early in the morning of the 
same day> for some considerable way up the river, other 
nets were extended across from bank to bank, at inter- 
vals of a few yards, with the view of enabling those who 
are engaged in catchiag the fish to ^do it with the 
greater JfacilUy, ^ 
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confluence with the sea^ is held as a sort of 
annual festival by the natives for many miles 
, rounds and afforded a sciene of gaiety and 
pleasure that I should scarcely have expected 
to witness in Iceland. At ten o'clock in the 
morning I repaired to the spot amidst hun- 
dreds of natives, some on foot, but more oti 
horseback^ all drest in their best apparel, 
and presenting a truly interesting spectacle, 
to which the unysual fineness of the day 
ciontributed not a little. On every side were 
to be seen the happy countenances of the 
natives, and there was visible among the 
different ranks of pebple a degree of fami- 
liarity that is, perhaps, scarcely to be met 
with in any other country ; for men, women, 
find children, of all ages and conditions, 
the Bishop, the Etatsroed, th6 Landfogued, 
Amptman and Sysselman, the Midwife, the 
Washer^woman, and the Tailor, were all 
conversing with each other without restraint, 
and on terms of perfect equality. The in- 
dividuals just enumerated, male as well as 
female, were clad after the Danish fashion ; 
but among the rest, especially the females, the 
distinction of dress was more striking ; for 
whilst some, in their less ornamented cos- 



308 SALMOK*FISHfiRV, 

tumei were riding astride upon their horses, 
those of higher rankj with finer clothes^ 
were sitting in easy and richly-carved side- 
saddles, holding in their right hand the 
rein, and in their left, a whip of black 
leather, prettily variegated with the white 
quills of the feathers of the eider-^lDck, 
which they contrive to intermix in the 
braids. Seated upon a heap of stones^ in 
one place^ was to be seen a cheerful groupe 
of Icelanders with a bowl of skiur or of 
butter before them, which they were eating 
as a relish to the dry but uncooked heads of 
the cod-fish ; and^ at a little distance from 
them, a party of Danes had laid aside their 
favorite pipe, and were regaling themselves 
with slices of smoked salmon, placed be«* 
tween rye-bread and butter, which they 
every now and then washed down with tl^e 
contents of their rum-bottle. On arriving 
at the banks of the river, about six miles 
from Reikevigi I remarked a numerCms 
party of men and women wading in tb^ 
water up to their knees or even waists, and 
catching vnth their hands the fish which 
swarmed in the deeper 'parts of the stream. 
As soon as caught, they threw them oa 
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shore^ where another party was employed 
in countmg them and flinging them into 
wooden panniers, in which they were to be 
conveyed upon the horses to Reikevig, there 
to be salteds Mr. Savigriiae, who displayed 
considerable dexterity in seizing the salmon 
in the river^ afforded infinite amusement to 
his female assistants^ who took great plea- 

' sure in throwing the largest of the fish at 
him, and, as often as they could strike him 
on the head or face, or on any part where 
the blow would be least acceptable, united 
in a loud peal of laughter. Far from being 

' ashamed of this little trick, they would 
wad^ up to him, assure him of his skill 
as a fisherman, and, with great familiarity, 
ask him to shake hands with them. Before 
three o'clock in the afternoon two thou- 
sand two hundred salmon* were caught 
in the Lax Elbe, all of which Mr. Phelps 

^ To catch such a quantity as this would be con- 
ndiered as f^xtraordiaaiy^ or even wonderful^ in any 
other country. Pennant, speaking of the Scotch fish^ 
eries, says, " The miraoulous draught at Thurso i» still 
talked c^^ not less than two thousand five hundred 
being taken at one tide within the memory of man/* 
Tour in Scotland, toI. i. p. 202. 
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bought of the proprietor of the place^ and 
cured two-thirds of them for (sxportation * ; 
the remaining third being allott^ to those 
who gave their assistance at the fisheiy, as 
a oompensatipn for their trouble^ 

Wfidnetda/, ^^ ^^^ o'plock this momiug Mr. 
3^26. ' Phelps and I set off for the purr 
ppse of visiting the sulphur-springs of Rrei- * 
sevig^ which are about a day's joUmey dis- 
tant from Beikeyig. The first nine miles 
brought us to the house of Mr. Sivertsen> 
at Havnfiord^ at which place^ the great bed 
of lava, called Gardehrauii> forms a range * 
of cliffsf to the $ea, close by whosp margin 
masses of lava of vast size are dispersed in 
such a manner, that a stranger would, cour 
ceive the passing of them to be scarcely pracr 
tjcable. In other places we werf obliged 



* In this^ as in many other point? of yiew;, it is un- 
fortunate for the Icelanders that Mr. Phelps* stay was 
^o short among them; for in former years they have 
had no means of disposing of the siUmon they caught; 
and^ as the exporting of them on their Qw,a account 
haf l^n wholly out of their power> aU heyond what 
might l^ requisite for their own qonsumption ha§ 
been necessarily wasted. 
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to follow a very devious course^ to avoid 
gr^t holes^ of the shape of inverted coiies^ 
which had every appearance of being the 
craters of volcano^s^ that had been long 
since extinguished. Havnfiord contains only 
two or three merchants' houses and their 
factories^ together with a few peasants' huts 
scattered about on the small patches of 
grass that are here and there met with 
anjong the hraun^ from which^ indeed^ they 
are not easily distinguishable; the smaller 
pieces of that substance composing the walls 
of the cottages, whose turf roofs only difier 
from the grassy patches in their superior 
verdure. A considerable quantity of fish is 
eured at this plact;, both for home consump- 
tion and exportation. Among the species 
used for the former purpose is the Cyclop-- 
terus LumpuSy to the different sexes of 
whkh the natives have given different 
names ; calling the male, Randmage, a term 
applicable to it alone, from the circumstance 
of its having a red belly, and the female, 
GrasUppay from being grey beneath. This 
is one of the most hideous of all fishes in 
appearance, but is highly curious from the 
nearly circular fleshy appendage on the 
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underside^ with which^ while alive, it adheres 
so firmly to whatever it fixes upon^ that a 
pail of water may be lifted up by means of 
it. The bony ridge on the back of this ani-. 
mal, in all the specimens that came under 
my observation, was much more elevated 
than« the figures and descriptions both in ' 
Pennant and Shaw had led me to suppose 
I should find it, and added considerably to 
the general deformity of the creature. To 
render it an article of food among the Ice- 
landers, nothing more is requisite than to 
cut away the muscular part of suction, to- 
gether with a considerable portion of the 
skin of the belly, and then rempve the en- 
trails, which form the greatest part of the 
bulk of the fish; after which, the small por- 
tion of flesh that remains upon the bones is 
hung up to dry upon the walls of the houses* 
Bad weather, as in other journies, also accom- 
panied me on this, and the rain, afler we had 
eaten our breakfast, poured down with such 
violence, and continued so long,, that we 
thought it most prudent to accept Mr. Sivert- 
sen's }tivitation, and remain at Havnfiord 
the whole night. Indeed, we were far from 
considering our time misemployed here, since 
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our host was a gentleman who had twica 
visited England,. aad who, from his kupw- 
kdge of the language of our country, and his 
excellent abilities, was both able and willing 
to give us information on various subjects 
relative to his own island* 

» 

Thursday, At an early hour this morning 
July 27. ^j^p j^j^ ^^^ ^^^ jj^ ^jjg j^j^j abated, 

neither was there any prospect of its soon 
doing so, and we therefore determined to 
disregard it and proceed to Kreisevig imme- 
diately ; in pursuance of which, having pro- 
cured a guide, and being furnished with pro- 
visions, at six o'clock we set off^ in company 
with Mr. Sivertsen's sort, a young man who 
couid converse with us a little in English, 
and who kindly offered to attend us. We 
rode round the head of the Bay of Havnfiord, 
and continued* our route over a very uninte- 
resting and desert country for about six or 
eight miles, when we came to a part of the 
great bed of lava which bears the name of 

Hvassa-hraun *, where, on account of die 

• 

* Among this Sir George Mackeiuie remarked some 
lava^ which appeared as if it had ascended in its courses 
whicli, he says^ may be aecouoted for by tbeformatioa 
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uiievennefls of the surfkce^ we were compelled 
to travel a filow foot-pace^ and^ indeed^ to 
continue doing so almost the whole of the 
rest of the way. We approached tolerably- 
near the western extremity of the Helgafel * 
range of mountains^ which^ though of no 



of a crust on the cooling of the surfoce^ when^ a case or 
tube being thus produced, the lava rises in the siame 
numner as water in a pipe. 

« 

* Helgafel is remarkable for having had in its neigh* 
borhood not only the seat of the court of justice, but 
also, in early time^, a temple of idols at the foot of the 
mountains. ^'C'est entre Helgafel et Torsnaes qu'un^ 
des premiers habitans du pays vint ^t^blir sa demeure* 
II £tait Norv^gien, et s*appelait Thorolf-Monstraiskaeg. 
On avait eonstruit un baillage et un temple dldoles au 
pied de la montagne,' vers Touest, pr^ d*un golfe^ ce 
quiikit que Ton app^le Hofetade, la place et le bfttiment 
qui existent encore aujourd*hui. On y voit des vestiges 
des champs et p&turages qu*il y avait $dors. Tborolf et 
ses descendaus croyaient qu*api^$ leur mort ils viendraiT 
ent habiter Helgafel} c*est aussi d'apr^s cett^ id^e qu'ils 
laissaient jouir leurs bestiaux d'une pleine libertfS. U 
etalt d^fendu de les feire aller de force, il IbUait attendre 
au oontraire qu*il leur pltLt d'avuicer k leur gi^i sur* 
tout il n*^t£dt pas permis de les frapper. Ils regafdaient 
la montagne dont nous venous de parler comme un lieu 
sailit; personne ne s^enhsu'dissait k le regarder qu*il ne 
se Alt lave la fece et les mains. Jil en etait de m^me 
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great elevation^ bad considerable masses mi 
snow lying on various parts of their bleak- 
and barren sides. Leaving these on ovr.left^ 
we passed between several small insulated 
mountains^ sometimes entering vallies abttiui'^ 
antly clothed with Trichostomum canescenSy 
and so surrounded on all sides by hills of 
black and porous lava^ tjhat for a short space 
of time it seemed as if our farther progress 
would be absolutely prevented. In these 
situations the elegant Genm rivale flourished 
as in more temperate climates^ and Orchis 
piasculay which was equally abundant^ pro- 
duced both reddish and white blossoms. 
The only birds that we met with vrere nu- ' 
merous coveys of Ptarmigans, which ran about 
within a few yards of us without shewing 
any symptomsi of fear. The nearer we ap* 

da Mtiment oh se tenait le liiaiQiiige ; ce ]i^u ^tait 
comme sacr^. C'est ce qui lui a fait donner le nom de 
Dritskiaer^ qu'il a conserve jusqu* k ce jour. Cette sou- 
missioH trop rigorefise en elle-m^me^ ne pouvait pas 
exister long-temps. Les esprits se r6vdierent> et U sur- 
yint une petite guerre civile^ qui fit qu^ Toa Itraiisport^t 
ie bailliage plus avaut dans les montagnes^ k peu de 
distance d'Helgafel. Cet endroit est situ^ nord-est^ et 
se nomme encore Thingevojle.^* Voyage en Islande^ 
f9m. iif p. 293. 
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proachec( to Kreisevig die more broken and 
uoeven^ the country became^ and we were 
soon within view of some fine black and 
excessively rugged mountains^ which lay be- 
tween us and the object of our journey, and 
which we had consequently to cross. At 
the foot of these we rested our horses for a 
few minutes, to prepare them for the ascent, 
which5 though steep, was for some way' not 
diffieult. At length we approaphed the 
brink of a vast hgllow, in shape' like' an in* 
verted cone, the regularly sloping slides of 
wl^ich were composed of loose pieces of rock, 
while the bottom alone produced a little 
grass and moss. Into this cavity, which has 
an Icelandic name signifying kettle^ it was 
necessary for us to descend a few yards, 
after which, turning to the left, we had to 
go along a track so narrow, that there was 
no more room than was absolutely required 
to enable our horses to set one foot before 
another, on account of the steepness of the 
ascent on one side> and the suddenness of the 
descent on the other; till, on reaching the 
opposite extremity of the place, we ascended * 
to the top, and once more continued our 
painful journey up the sides of this rocky 
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motmtain. In many places^ for a consider^ 
able extent, the hill had nearly a level sur* 
ftce^ upon which were scattered at various 
distasces insulated pieces of rock of immense 
size, and di the rudest figures, some of them 
having sharp and apparently vitrified sum- 
mits, whilst others were rounded off on every 
side, and had probably rolled into their pre^ 
sent situation from the higher peaks of the 
mountain. Although the singularity of this 
scenery afibrded us no small gratification, 
our own wet condition, (for the rain still 
continued unabated,) the excessive cold of 
these more elevated regions, and the pelting 
of the great hailstones, which a strong east- 
erly wind drove against our faces, made us 
rather wish for the shelter of the vallies. On 
reaching the highest summit, however, we 
were inclined to forget, our uncomfortable 
situation, whilst looking down into the val- 
ley which surrounds Kreisevig. Our view, 
indeed, was confined from the unsettled 
state of the atmosphere, yet, at intervals, as^ 
the gusts of wind dispersed the clouds^ we 
beheld, in the midst of a green and extensive 
morass below, three or four lakes, with steep 
and rocky banks, and, in difiTerent parts of 
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tJbe sides of the moantain on which we stood^ 
vast bodks of smoke rising to a grttA height 
from the theh concealed soarees. Oor fatigue 
i« descending to the marsh was scareel}^ less 
than we had experienced in climbing the 
c^posite ascent; but when we reached the 
foot and looked to the more elevated parts 
of the hiil^ another picture presented itself. 
The moufitains in the range which we had 
just crossed^ for a considerable length of 
way were black and rugged beyond concep- 
tion^ and jagged upon the upper parts into 
tl>e strangest figures that can be itnagined. 
, Columns of steam were ascending from va- 
rious places on their sides^ especially in the 
gulleys; some rising n^r the base of the 
hills, others almost adjoining the very sum- 
mit; and the apertures, that gave birth to 
these columns, also poured out a bolus of 
difierent colors^ but more especially white, 
which was conveyed away by the streams of 
water, and either streaked the hills with 
party-c<Mored lines, as it descended with 
them in their devious courses to the plain 
below, or formed large paitcbes by a de- 
j)08ition of its substance in the hollows of 
the rook. As our guide was not 'sufficiently 



\ 
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acqiiainted with the country, to be able 
to point out the particular objects that 
were most deserving of our attention, we 
thought it better to procure oursekes a 
cicerone to these places from among the 
inhabitants of a solitary hut^ at about two or 
three miles distance; bt^t still we could not 
resist the present temptation of alighting 
from our horses, to visit one of the sulphur- 
springs that lay in our route. It was situated 
in. a valley, at Jthe foot of the precipice; on 
entering which, we crossed, with cautious 
steps, some heaps of bolus, intermixed with 
incrustations of sulphur, and arrived at the 
edge of the fountain, where, in addition to 
a whitish and turbid water that was thrown 
out to the height of two or three feet from 
an aperture of no small dimensions, we 
found a muddy paste oozing from other 
orifices at various distances. All of these 
sent forth great clouds of steam, which, to- 
gether with the sulphureous exhalation that 
was wafted about by the wind in different 
directions, frequently obliged us to shift 
our situations. It was in endeavoring to 
avoid one of these unpleasant gusts, which 
threatened to annoy me while I was gather- 
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ing some specitnetid of the mineral produc-^ 
tiotis of the place, that I jumped up to my 
kneea in a semi4iquid mass of hot sulphur 
and bolus, in which I should probably have 
sunk to a considerable depth, had I not 
instantly thrown myself with my whole 
length upon the ground, so as to get my 
hands on a more solid soil; by means of 
which I dragged myself upon terra firma, 
and relieved the anxiety which those who 
saw the accident were entertaining for my 
safety. An unusual quantity of cloathing 
about my legs prevented my experiencing 
any other ill effects from the heated mass 
than a sensation which was rather uncom* 
fortable than painful, and was not of long 
duration; so that, after being well scraped 
from a substance that attached itself like 
cart-grease, we proceeded on our way. In 
the midst of an extensive swamp we passed 
a lake^, with steep and rocky banks, whose 
waters surprised us not less by their excessive 

^ It is of tbis kk^ that mention is made in the Voyage 
en hlanie, where it is observed^ torn. v. p. B8, *' Le lac 
Groenavatn^ pi^ la sonh'i^re de Kreisevig; est remarya- 
able d*abord par la couleur verte de son eau, qui pix>- 
i^ient probablement de sa profondeur^ et ensuite^ par le» 
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^learnesd than hy their deep bluish^greeh 
tiiiti^ The sky was clouded^ nor t¥as there 
any thing to be discovered on the shores that 
could reflect that color^ for which we could 
therefore aecount by no other means than 
by supposing that a bottom of greenish 
bolus had imparted its. tint to the waters. 
Tlie numerous shallow pools scattered about 
the morass neither possessed the hue nor 
the clearness of the lake^ but Were strongly 
impregnated with the sulphate^of iron^ An 
hour's ride in this marshy nearly mid-1^ 
deejp in water and among abundance of 
Betula nana, brought us to the residence 
of the inhabitants of Rreisevig, by wh<Mai 
we were ushered into a low turf buildings 
^ieh, though small^ and much incommoded 
with dirty clothes^ stockings^ saddles, &c., 
itforded room for our little party to take 
some refreshment, and proved a most weU 
come, shelter from the unceasing inclemency 



relations que les rirerains Tont> des creatures singuli^res 
qui doivent s*y trouTer^ et qui se montrent quelquefois 
un instant au-dessus de Teau. Une personne nous assura 
avoir tu un petit monstre de conformation approchant 
d*un marsouin^ mais qui disparut presqu' aussitot qu*il 
parut.*' 

VOL. I. R 
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of the weather. As soon as we had recovered 
the use of our eyes^ which the almost total 
darkness of the place for a time deprived us 
of, Mr. Phelps expressed his astonishment 
at seeing, upon a sort of table^ two lai^ can* 
dies, articles of extremely rare occurrence 
in this countty, and these^ also, placed in 
brazen candlesticks : he began, therefi^re^ to 
suspect that we must be in the hoase of 
some man of property, in spite of the quan- 
tify of dirty apparel that, hanging from the 
beams,, seemed to persuade to the*contmry; 
nor could he for some time be induced to 
credit my assurance that ike place where we 
were was no other than the church of 
Kreisevig; that the table we leaned on was 
the altar, and the two candlesticks its constant 
appendages. It is a frequent custom with 
Icelanders, whose dwellings are in the vied- 
riity of a church, to receive their guests in it> 
as affording a more spacious and convenient 
apartment than any of their own ; and such 
was the case even here; though in thi^ edi- 
fice, except the light admitted by a small 
door, a little aperture in the wall above the 
altar, about six or eight inches square, was 
all that answered the purpose of a window. 
Here, however, . we were regaled with some 
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excellent sheep^s milk^ and, having urged 
our request to our host that he would ac* 
company us to the sulphur-springs^ we^ 
after a short rest, again mounted our horses* 
Although in the vicinity of a remedy so 
noted for the cure of a certain disagreeable 
cutaneous complaint^ we observed, by the 
swellings on the hands of our Kreisevig 
guide^ and by his incessant scratching^ that 
he had not^ any more than some odier peo- 
pie whom, we saw living neBT the sulphur* 
springs, made such use of it as would be 
done in other countries; but, on the con-^ 
trary, it rather appeared that the disorder 
was here more than usually prevalent The 
first place to which he led us was a spot 
about two miles from the village, where a 
thick and muddy water was boiling up from 
a number of small orifices^ occupying a hil- 
lock^ of some yards in extent, but compos^ 
entirely of Bolm * of various colors ; among 

* It may be well to observe that Bolus is described. by 
mineralogical writers as a viscid earthy less coherent 
and more finable than day, more readily uniting with 
water, and more freely subsiding from it. It is soft and 
unctuous to the touch, adheres to the toi^e, and by 
degrees melts in the mouth, impressing a slight sense 
of astringency. 
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which, however, red was the predomiaant 
one: a bUiish grey, also, was extremely- 
abundant, and we n»et with yellow and yel- 
lowish* white in smaller patches ; all of them 
extremely soft and unctuous to the touch. 
The boles of different colors, although not 
divided . from one another by the inter- 
vention of any other mineral substance, were 
in general unmixed, and, by digging t6 the 
depth of a foot, we were enabled to see them 
lying in separate strata, each color being 
kept quite distinct from the other. -In Ice- 
land the only bolus that the natives make 
iairjy use of is the red, which mixes with 
oil, and is frequently employed by people of 
higher condition to color the wooden doors 
and the entrances of their houses. I have also 
seen tables painted ' with this ingredient, 
which, in this country, where paint of any 
kind Jd i^carcely ever seen, seemed to me 
to look extremely well. From these bed* 
of bolus we proceeded towards a fountain 
of considerable dimensions some way up the 
side of a mountain, passing, as we went 
.along, numerous others of less importance, 
most of t hem environed by bolus and sul- 
phur. Of the latter substance, the spring. 
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that we were now approaching, produced 
the greatest quantity, and the finest specr- 
mens, I believe, in the island. We rode 
some way, till the softness of the earth be- 
neath caused the horses to sink too deep to 
render it prudent to continue that mode any 
longer, and we therefore left our steeds, pro- 
ceeding onwards, as far as it was by any 
means safe to venture, with the utmost cau- 
tion. The appearance oi the surface is often 
very deceitful; for, when it ^seems most 
firm, a thin indurated crust of crystallized 
sulphur * and bolus not uncommonly con- 

* Volcanic soils in many parts of the world produce 
sulphur in greater or less quantities. I have not^ how- 
ewer, read of its beint^ found any where in such abu^d- 
ance as in the province of Satzuma, in Japan. 'Mt is 
dug up, " says Ksempfer^ in his history of that singular 
country^ '' in a small island^ which« from the great 
plenty it affords of this substance, is called Iwogasima, 
or the Sulphur Island. It is not above an hundred 
years since the natives first ventured thither. It was 
thought before that time to be wholly inaccessible, and 
by reason of the thick smoke, which was observed con- 
tinually to arise from it, and of the several spectres, and 
other frightful uncommon apparitions, people fancied 
to see there chiefly in the night, it was believed to be a 
dwelling-place of devils, till at last a resolute and cou- 
rageous man offered himself, and obtained leave accordr 
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ceals a considerable mass of the same mate- 
rials in a hot and almost liquid state^ so that 
we literally walk ^^ per ignes^ suppositos ci- 
neri doloso.'' This kind of soil became still 

ingly to go and examine the state and situation of it. 
He diose fifty resdute fellows for this expedition> who 
vtpon going on shore found neither hell nor devils^ but 
a large fiat spot of ground at the top> which was so 
thoroughly covered with sulphur> that wherever they 
walked^ a thick smoke issued from under their feet* 
Ever since that time this island brings in to the prince 
of Satzuma about twenty chests of silver per annuin> 
arising only from the sulphur dug up there. — ^The 
country of Simabara^ particularly about the hot baths 
above mentioned, afibrds also a fine^ pure, native 
sulphur, which, however, the inhabitants dare not 
venture to dig up, for fear of ofiending the tutdar 
genius of the place, they having found xrpon trial that 
he was not willing to spare it."— "The Kamtchadales, as 
well as the Japanese, have a dread of the hot-springs in 
their country, arising from a similar supposition that 
they are the abode of demons. Thus, speaking of the 
boiling fountains of Opalski, or Osernoi, situated nearly 
midway between the Lopatka and Bolshoiretsk, Martin 
Sauer observes, that the Kamtchadales suppose them to 
be the habitations of some demon, and make a trifling 
ofiering to appease his wrath -, without which, they say, 
he sends very dangerous storms. See the Account of aii 
Expedition to the Northern Parts of- Russia, by Com" 
fnodore Billings, p. 303. — ^There is also in Arabia a 
tradition about a hotrspring, near Suez, that the jews 
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more and more dangerous the nearer we 
approached to the spring, and, indeed, pre- 
vented our being so close to it as we wished. 
An elevated rim, about two feet high and 
three feet in diameter, composed of a dark 
bluish-black bolus, formed a complete circle 
round the mouth of the spring, the water in 
which was sometimes quiet and sunk about 
two feet in the aperture: at other times it 
ejected with great noise a turbid and black- 
ish liquid to the height of from five to seven 
feet. At all times clouds of steam, strongly 
impregnated with sulphureous exhalations, 
were issuing from the aperture, but during 
auv eruption of the waters the quantity of 
both was very considerably augmented. The 
view of this spring, from a little lower down 
the mountain, together with the surrounding 
scenery, had an effect the most extraordi- 
nary that can be conceived. From the dark 

« 

passed that way, and Pharaoh's army was drowned 
there> which has caused the place to receive the name 
of Birket-el-Faraun. The Arabs imagine that Pharaoh 
is doing penance at the bottom of this well, and vomits 
up the sulphureous vapor with which the water is 
impregnated. " Niebuhfs TVarcfo, in Pinkerton*8. Col- 
kctUm, v6k, X. p. 8. 
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colored and d^vited mtrgin of tbe ibuntam 
cixtended for a great way in every direeiion 
the yellow .crust of crystaUize4 sulphur^ 
raised into a gently swtelling hillock by the 
soft bolus of unmeasurable depth beneath; 
and from the centre of this trembling mass 
a crater was vomiting forth, with a tremendr 
ously roaring noise, to the height of four or 
five feet^ a thick blackish liquid, accompa- 
nied by vast bodies of steam, which now 
ascended perpendicularly, and now were 
driven down the sides of the hill by the 
frequent eddying gusts of wind which issued 
from the chasms that abounded in the neigh- 
borhood. A bapk ground, worthy of such 
a picture, was supplied by the dark and rug- 
ged sides of the mountain that, extending all 
around, formed a chain of rocks, which, in 
addition to the rudeness of their figure 
were the most barren that can be imagined. 
A few lichens and mosses alone broke the 
^niform blackness of their surface ; and these, 
far from being in a luxuriant state of vege- 
tation, were scarcely to be discerned at a 
little distance, and appeared only minute 
greyish spots. How unlike to the volcanic 
« scenery of this frigid region must be that of 



d 
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J3Stii^9 where^ acomtbi^ to the accowit of aa 
ingeniotts traveller t^ ^^ every beauty and 
every horror are united, and ^all the moftt 
opposite and dissimilar objects in natui'e ; 
where in one place you. observe a gulf that 
formeriy threw out torrents of fire, now 
covered with, the most luxuriant vegetation, 
and from an object of terror becolne an ob* 
ject of delight ; where you gather the most 
ddicious fruits and tread upon ground co* 
vered with every flower ; where you wander 
over these beauties and contemplate this wil*- 
demess of sweets without considering that 
hellj with all its terrors, is iipmediately 
under your feet ; and that but a few yards 
separate us from fire and brimstone/' The 
horrors alo^e of the picture given us by Bry- 
tlone are to be met with in the volcanic 
mountains of Rreisevig : for luxuriant vege- 
tation, fruits, and flowers, other countries 
must be searched, and y«t, in spite of the 
absence of every beauty that could attract, 
or excite a pleasurable sensation, I doubt 
whether a traveller ever turned his back 
upon iEtna with more regret than we felt 

* See Brydont'i Tow through Sicily and Malta, p. 93. 
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when we quitted the strange but desert 
Scenery of this place. To myself^ in- 
deed^ the regret was no more than the 
being deprived of the power of beholding 
one of the most awfully impressive scenes 
that the world can furnish, or even imagina^ 
tion can conceive ; but not so with my com* 
panion, who had hoped that it might have 
been possible to have -met in the sulphur- 
springs with an article of commerce did: 
might at once have been highly advanta- 
geous to himself^ and beneficial to his coun* 
try^ but who now found to his extreme vex- 
ation that^ small as is the distance of Kreise* 
vig from the sea^ the obstacles interposed 
by the nature of the intervening countiy 
were such as forbade t^e idea of a commer- 
cial speculation. To have collected it in a 
place where the population is so thinljr scat- 
tered^ would have been attended with very 
great expence; and to have conveyed it 
on horseback over so rocky a tract as lies 
between Kreisevig and the nearest harbor^ 
would have been almost impossible ; and I 
therefore read with surprise, in Horrebow, 
that early in the last century the gathering 
and exporting of it were objects of consider- 
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able advantage to the natives. Myvatn^ in 
the more northern part of the island^ is said 
to be almost the only place^ except Kreise- 
vig^ where this mineral is produced in any 
considerable quantity. We were the more 
vexed at being obliged to return, because the 
incessant rain prevented our bringing away 
any sketch of a spot, of which words can 
give but a very inadequate idea, and which 
is in itself al<me a sufficient recompence to 
a mind even the most incurious, for the ftn 
tigues and privations necessarily attendant 
upon the travelling about Iceland. On our 
way back to Havnfiord, by the same route 
as we went in the morning, the most inte- 
resting occurrence to me was the meeting 
with Parmelia sarmentosa on the rocks of 
lava in some abundance. A little after mid* 
nigbt,«wet and weary, we reached Mr. Sivert- 
Friday, ^^*^ housc, and on the following 
July 28. morning returned to Reikevig, with 
our borses no less exhausted than ourselves, 
and miiie so lamed by the beds of Hraun, 
that I was never after able to make use of 
him. 

Saturday, Haviug bccu informed that when 
July 29. travelling, as I purposed to do. 
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loaded with much lu^;age and taits, it 
trould require three days hefore we could 
reach the house of the Etatsroed^ at Inder- 
holme^ in the district of Boi^afiord^ and 
that a portion of this time must be allowed 
for the horses to rest^ I thought it best to 
make the present day's journey extend no 
farther than the foot of the mountain Skoul- 
a-fiel, which lay in our route^ and afforded 
pasture for the horses^ besides offering to 
myself the opportunity 1 wished of devoting 
the whole of the next day to the examining 
of the hill and its neighboring chasm. The 
fineness of the morning afforded me great 
pleasure^ and, as the wind had veered to the 
north, I looked forward to a few days of 
bright and dry weather. Horses and guides 
having been furnished me on the preceding 
day by the Stiftsamptman, I sent them for«- 
ward in the early part of the morning with 
the baggage and a week's provisions of ship's 
stores, giving them directions where they 
should pitch the tents^ in case they arrived 
at the journey's end before we should come 
up with them. Mr. Phelps, by kindly per- 
mitting Jacob to accompany me a second 
time, did me an essential service, as the 
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fidelity and honesty as well as the good 
sense of this man rendered him an useful 
servant, and often an amusing companion. 
The various climates he had visited, and the 
hardships he had suffered, irom his earliest 
youth, enabled him to endure alike heat 
and cold, and to bear the greatest fatigue 
without ever uttering a single complaint. In 
his broken English he not unfrequently re- 
lieved the wearisomeness which attended tra- 
velling over the long and dreary moors of 
Iceland, by relating the adventures that he 
had met with in his many voyages and tra- 
vels, particularly in a journey that he had 
made from Petersburgh to China. By birth 
he was a German, but could talk English and 
Danish, and, besides acting as interpreter, he. 
was of considerable use to me as a butcher, 
as well as in cooking, and occasionally in 
washing for me *. I certainly experienced 
great inconvenience from my ignorance of 

* These fei;^ remarks^ which I have thought due to 
the short hut faithful services of this mah^ were scarcely 
written down (July^ 1810), when I received from Mr. 
Phelps the unwelcome intelligence, that he was no more. 
A vessel from Iceland brought the information, that he^ 
together with another of the crew^ who after the loss of 
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the Icelandic language^ as^ except in a verf 
few instances, I could only obtain informa* 
ticHi from the natives through the medium 
pf . two interpreters ; my question being put 
in English to Jacob, who translated it into 
Danish to my Reikevig guide, and he, again, 
in Icelandic, made it intelligible to the per«* 
son I wished to address. The answer, also, 
was necessarily returned by the same cir* 
ouitous way. ' It was half past six in the 
evening, before Jacob and myself set, out, 
when we travelled as fast as the roads, whidi 
are better in the immediate vicinity of the 
capital than almost any where else, would 
permit us ; stopping only to admire, and to 
gather specimens of, the el^nt Saxifraga 
HirculuSy which adorned, in the greatest 
profusion, the numerous springs of water 
that we met with near our road. It was 
in this journey, for the first time in my life, 

the Mai^aret and Anne^ had remained at Reikevig^ and 
married and settled there> had gone out one day to sea 
on a shooting excursion with Mr. Savigniac> when th^ 
boat was unfortunately overturned^ and the two sailocs 
perished. The body of poor Jacob was thrown on sh<H«e 
the next momingj but that of his companion had not 
been found. 
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diat I saw its beautiful yeUow blossoms^ and 
I thought I could never gather enough o£ 
the plant. In about three hours we over-> 
took our luggage horses and guide: despising, 
however, a conductor in a tract of country, ' 
over which we had twice travelled before, 

% 

we hastened forward on our way, but had- 
scarcely lost sight of our company than we^ 
saw reason to regret our precipitancy; for 
we found ourselves so encompassed by bogs, 
that we were at a loss how to proceed. In 
urging my own horse through a swamp, he 
floundered and threw me, and I had great 
difficulty in extricating him from his un- 
pleasant situation. Jacob, by a more cir- 

• 

cuitous route, reached me in safety, and we 
continued our journey till about ten o'clock^ 
when we arrived at the fi)ot of Skoul-a-fiel, 
and fixed upon a little verdant plain by the 
banks of a wide and extremely rapid torrent 
for the situation of our tents, which did not^ 
come up to us before twelve o'clock. At 
about half a mile from Us was a peasantfs 
house, called, if I recollect right, Skykeaster, 
to which I dispatched Jacob, according to 
aiy usual custom^ for some fuel to boil our 
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kettle and some milk *. In the owner of 
this hoiii«^ for the first and only time in 

* For the eoAvenience of having, the milk brought 
down to me^ I alivays sent bottles to the cottagers ; but 
it never came into my mind to inquire what means 
were employed to convey the fluid into such a vessel 
firom the large and shallow dishes in which it is kept by 
the natives; in a coantry> too, where fonneb cannot be 
8tt|^K)8ed to be in use among the poorer clasa o£ people. 
I should, probably, to this day, have remained in igno- 
rance of the method, had I not, a little previous to my 
leaving the country, been informed, as well by the 
Danes at Reikevig, as by some natives (persons worthy 
of credit^ and whose names if necessary I- could now 
mention), that the milk is first taken into the months 
of the women, and then spirted into the bottle.-^Let it 
be remembered, that I do not mention this circumstance 
as one to which either Jacob or myself was a witness, 
neither could this well have been the case,- For the bottles 
were always carried into the house by the wopen, and 
letumed tous filled 3 but, from the respectability of my 
informers, and the simplicity of the mode, it ideally appears 
deserving of credit. — Linnseus, on the Lapland Alps, 
partook of Misseen, a kind of whey, under circumstances 
equally filthy. ''Its flaror was good," he bb6crves> ''but 
the washini^ of the spoon (wMch was done by Sfiirting 
water upon it from the mouth) took away my appetite, 
as the master of the house wiped it dry with his fingers, 
whilst his wife cleaned the bowl, in which milk had 
been, in a similar manner, licking her finger after evesy 
stroke.v * iMch^ Zxipp. vol. I. p. 99S. 
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the island^ I met with a deviation fipm that 
genuine hospitality which so stronjgly ch^^ 
racterises the inhabitants of Iceland. In 
all my other excursions I was furnished with 
milk, fuel, or whatever the hpuse afibrded^ 
with the greatest cheerfulness, and with the 
strongest marks of welcome ; and, even if I 
)remained for some days in one spot^ I never 
thought . of making a return^ except it wa^ 
in the trifling articles of snuff and tobacco, 
until I was about to take my departure from 
the neighborhood. It is therefore as a 
single instance of avarice and mistrust that 
I mention the owner of Skykeaster^ who, on 
coming down to my tent with a few birchen 
twigs that were not sufficient to boil the 
kettle^ and about a pint of milk, demanded 
two marks and eight skillings *. This I paid 
him immediately, letting him know at the 
same time that, had his conduct been dif- 
ferent, he would have been better recom- 
.pensed; at which he was so much vexed that 
he offered to return tlie money, and furnish 
me .acaditionally with .. loh ..ore .f 
the milk and fuel as I wanted. A strong 



* About <Hie shinifig and dfbt-pc&ce of our xn(msf. 

VOL. I, 8 



958 youKNCT to tesGAmto. 

northerly witid^ which rashed doi#h tte 
gfullies of the monntain^ made us n^iik Hfe 
not having fixed upon a more t/bel^Stkd 'Updt 
for oar habitation dnring die nigh%^ and I 
therefore forded the river^ in hopes of fil- 
ing such an one nearer to the foot of Skoid- 
a-fiel ; but our Own £itigue^ 'the irearineni 
of our horses^ and the difficulty that WiMM 
^ave attended their conveyiiig Aie logg^ 
over the excessively rocky "bed of 'the rivttr, 
'induced us to prefer accommodating oiur- 
' selves as well as We could to otir prejitet 
'nation, frustibg tUkt, by fi^iiig the tMnt- 
'pins deeper in the gVoiihd, and placihg 'our 
luggage-saddles, &c. round the bot^bm of 
the tent, we should be able, at leaist in doihe 
degi*ee, to keep oiit the wind itnd Cold. 
Scarcely, hdwevet, had We coin{)6sfed i6ttr- 
selves upon our Homely bc^d, ivhen k Mikt 
violent blast fore up the pegs, aild exj^is^ 
"us to the utmost 'fury of the elements. In 
vain did we again attempt tb'%]iten tH^ih : 
hs oftefa as we flattered 6iirsel^'¥hey'«dft« 
secure, the force bf the Wind Ithm^iattly 
drove them out, and the intense cold, added 
to the continual flapping of the canvfm 
With a ndiBe like tiMitiikr, preiefttied «dr en- 



Sunday, joying A ^ppmeiiUs iwt. Very eudy 
-^^^9- in 4iie mormng^ tberefoK^ ^ die 
IbUowing day^ I jiastened to the rijier^ 4e- 
agoing to pursue its -course^ with a view 4>f 
enti^ring at 4)be deep (^sm^ and proqeeding 
liloBg it to 4hp perpendicular column of 
4P0cdc, wbidi I Jiad |)ceviously remarked oa 
'foy 4«tani from 4iie i^leysers. The stream^ 
^r -some way^ ran ^through a tolerably level 
couutiy^ but^ in prppoFtioh as I advanced^ 
4ts banks -became nuN^e precipitous and 
^ocky, and continued to4n<;rease in elevation 
and gragdeur^ so that^ not unfrequently, 
nothing -more was to^be aeen than the steep 
^^^ -^^^^^ggy ^liff^ which avose 40 a -great 
jiei^t on each ^ide of me^ and the impe- 
tuous -torrent 4hirt Tan foaming between 

V 

tiiem^ scarcely ^leaving a narrow ledge that 
<Biigbt aff>rd room lor my^feet^ and repeat- 
edly tumUing in its passage over shelves of 
Yoek, thus forming cataracts^ . which varied 
in height from-lwo to three and even ^ten 
^feet. Occasionally^ however, a deft in the 
northern side 4>rought to my view die ^ lofty 
top of 8koul-a-^I, with its pointed sum- 
fnks,' looking as >if it took its rise from 4he 
veiy edge of the precipice^ At Imngth my 
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i&rther. progress was. stopped. by the rockff 
dbsing in so. much as to leave room for 
nothing at their base hujt the narrow and 
furious course .of the river. It wits near 
this spot that I found both Fontinalis squch 
mosa and fajcata full of capsules^ in a deep 
pool among the rocks> and mixed with thMi 
was also Rwularia anguhsa in.somej^ntjr* 
The rocks, in a steep ascent^ .which I dipihed 
in order to reach the top of the c^aam, . pro- 
duced an Epilobmm which. was not yet ii^ 
.blossom^ but appeared^ from ite broad mid 
glaucous leaves^ to be undoubtedly new to 
me*. Veromca frutwuhsa was h^e»in.faU 
flower^ and some unknown SalkeSy likevf ifie^ 
rewarded my morning^s excursion. Fearing 
lest 1. should not have sufficient time 1p aa- 
cend Skoul^-fiel^ if I proceeded any farther 
in the same direction, I returned to the tent, 
and, aft^r a hasty breakfast^ set off on horsj^ 
back. with Jacpb, on our way to thie-moun- 
.tain« We forded the river^ and a|i;erw;ai^B 
climbed, a steep but grassy hill, whose 
swampy summit afiK)rded iiie some. fine spch 
cimeiu^ qf the rar^ l^lacJmm vascidosum* 
On , d^fCQuding: ^y the opposite side, an4 



jt- 
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ct6Bmng another stream, we came to' tte 
base of the mountain, op the precipttoua 
sides of which we mounted in a diagonal 
direction, keeping in a beaten track for. some, 
way, but at length directing our course, 
in' the nearest line, for ifce highest summit: 
We were soon compelled to leave our horiles;' 
for, though the base of the hill had been 
flrin rodk> interspersed with a few patches 
of vegetation, we shortly came to a part, 
from which, to the very peak, the whole was 
altogether composed of small loose pieoed 
to the greatest degree barren and desolate; 
"except in those little sp6ts in which th^ 
TVichostomum had formed a bed, and re- 
tained a suiHciency of moisture to topply 
with scanty noixrisliment a few mi^e^ble 
specimens of Salix herhacea or SHene acaun 
Us. it IS hardly possible for any person, 
titiless from experience, to form an idea of 
the fiittgue of climbing a mountain like this : 
whenever we placed our feet a vast number 
of pieces of rock were immediately set in 
-motion, and rolled for a considerable way 
*down, causing us to lose nearly as much 
ground as we gained, and as often as, to use 
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the words of Dante^ by reason of the greater 
ateepness of the ascent^ 

'' Tra le schegge^ e^ tra' rocchj dello scoglio 
'' Lo pi^ sanza la man non si spedia^ " 

80 that we were compelled to make use 
of our hands in addition to oar feet, these 
latter were stire of being attnoyed by R 
torrent of the sharp and anguliCr stones 
striking against them. At length, drenched 
with perspiration from th0 violence of the 
exercise, we reached i^ ridge of the m^ntain^ 
which led by a gruduaj alcent to the sum^ 
mit; great masses of snow lying every where*^ 
scattiered about its precipitous sicfes. No 
sooner had we attained this ridge, ttetn Ive 
fdund durselvi^s on a sudden exposed to the 
force of the wind, timt, driving over some 
distant snow-moui!|talins, fr^ze us Witb col^ 
and atvthe same time, from its excessive 
violence, made it prudent for us to sit dbw6^ 
rather than stand, while we surveyed die 
^tensiv^ trdct of country that lay^ like a 
map, spreikd out beneath 6br feet. To the 
north was ft wildem^iss of mountains, macfy 
of nvbich far exceeded in height tlie one 
upon which I stood, and most of them were 



^|Hj[j^ly plad ^itfi snoiY. ^r tl\e north-^est, 
tl}^ qf^ost striking fe^^re w^3 Spoefel Jokul^ 
^hich, t^Jf ii^g il;8 rise np^r t;lip^ se^, at the 
\if:estern,e}^trei]fjity qf \h§ fjrs^el of that napae, 
Ipwqr? to ^ el^yi^tion of uot less than s^ycip 

^w^iji si|;|y an,4 ^v^nty ujile?, apd ^ ppw, 
^jpaopt fp,r the fjrst timie, behe|d ejitirely 
1^ jffo^ clou4? t^i^ unjjjfinse rpck, apjiear-: 
iflg )ikf ia bHg? cone of polid sRow. Th^ 
e^ensiye B^y of F^xorfioiK^ wsts bounded ofi 
^e i^oifth by the parrpvy neck of Ita^d, callecl 
Quldbringuie Sysse)^ grofdjipi^ng many mpun* 
^ains pf yf il4 a^jd siijgular forms, springing 
jfrppi ^ipoflg i|s numerqv^ beds qf hrauR. 
JTie fpwp pjf Jleikisyig was plainly tp 1:>^ 
f^sn; %8 well a3 its barbp^^ ^pfftt^fi w^^ th<$ 
l^^ef sels lying ^t anchor^ and ik'^ ni^merpfis 
little ^^l^nds. Jp, the ^outh^ the ^ye w^n* 
^ered pv^r ^ wide tract pf rocky moor, 
l^ieyoiui which the distant H^lgafel rnpun'p 
tfij^ varied the line of the horizon. Wfi 
h^d s^carcely time sviffici^rxtly to ^dinire thiy 
«}C»e> whep, pn Jpoking . iip«yar4s, w;e mw 
^pprpaiQhipg .MS a thick clo4;id9 which, co^ 
yering the sumnjtit of 3J^oul-a-fiel^ rolled 
4fwn th^ sJi4^3, accoQip^ni^d by gvists of 
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wind, still heavier than before, and soon 
enveloped us in so dense a fog that we 
could not discover each other even at a 
very few yards distance. We continued^ 
however, to ascend by the assistance of 
the compass, and, when the mist had, for 
a short time, cleared away, we had the 
pleasure of finding that we had varied but 
little from our proper course. The nearer 
we approached to the summit, the more 
steep we found the ascent^ and the more 
narrow the ridge along- which we had to 
pass; so that I was glad to be able to assist 
myself in climbing, by laying hold of a few 
pieces of rock, which, projecting here and 
there from among the loose ones, seemed to 
be still in their primaeval state. They lay in 
strata or laminae which were easily detOjehed 
from one another; each stratum being ver- 
tical, and not more than one or two inches 
thick, The whole was of a reddish-yellow 
color, variously marked and spotted with 
white, green, and red, so as to have a very 
beautiful appearance. The highest summit 
was so much peaked, that it would scarcely 
afibrd standing room, even in calm weather: 
and therefore, with. the hurricane which now 
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blew, I was happy at being able to reach it 
upon my hands and knees, and then, laying 
myself down upon the sloping side of the 

• 

ridge, to look over the northern precipitous 
edge, and view in safety the rapid motion dP 
the clouds passing towards the place on 
which I was, across the valley which sepa- 
rated this from other mountains. The su- 
perior height of Skoul-a-^flel above all those 
in its immediate vicinity ieaused it to attract 
these clouds more than any of the rest, yet 
the violence of the wind did not suflfer them 
to' remain long upon it, but sooii dispersed 
them after they had rolled a little way down 
the southern side. Vegetation here was very- 
scanty : in such places as were free from 
snow, and lay in their original strata, were 
to be fbund Salix herbacea, Saxifraga oppo^ 
sitifoUdf Polytrichum sexangulare and Li^ 
chen geographicus. Nothing could be more 
easy than our descent among the loose stones, 
where the principal requisite was to be well 
provided with stout shoes, and we therefore 
soon got under shelter from the wind. On 
our right was a deep ravine, from the bottom 
of which arose a spring that supplied a little 
«tream^ ' which I resolved to take in my way, 
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in order to see what pkats it prodHc^fl^ 
while Jacob hastened ^forwimi in search of 
our horses. Here I spent some time in col- 
lecting one of the richest b(ri:anieal harvest! 
I ever made in one day. Sqso^ grassesj 9 
Verwicaj and a Gnaphqliumf with five or 
wtfi mosses were all new to ine» and I alsQ 
found several scarce plants that I had never 
brfore seen, though I met with them in 
other places afterwards ; so thftt with Iheite 
J not only completely filled two vancula md 
my game b^, but'at length began to apply 
my pockets to the purpose of conbiiniiig my 
specimens. On my return I founid Jacob 
ftflt asleep more than half way down the 
mountain^ holding in his hand one qF tb# 
IfeQAses by the bridk. Having mounted our 
beasts^ we made the most haste we could t^ 
our tent ; aod^ as it still appef^red ppoiibl^, 
before the dusk ^ the evenixig came on^ tp 
go in search of /the roek in the i:!;hasw which 
I foiled of fimhog in the mornings I set pujt 
41 second time §qt the purpose^ 90^, keeping 
above the ehasm^ was fiof: long before X c?ame 
/within sight of it; this, forUma^ly &r pe^ 
happened near a spot where I w.as e|iablc4 
to descend to the Mery banks of the stn^m^ 
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mad procure a good view of this remarkable 
pl%oe. llie loffy coluinn of rock was eti-* 
tirely separated on one side from the op|)o*- 
site perpendiculsnr wail of the chasm^ to 
which it was on the other side united merely 
for a few feet from its base^ bo ttiat thta 
water did not altogedier surround it^ though 
rafficiently so to give it a most remaikable 
appearance* In the faces of the chasm were 
several basaltic pillars lying in a horizontal 
direction, firmly imbedded in the solid rock^ 
resembling those figured in M. Bory de St^ 
Vincents Voyage *, excepting only that the 
Icelfmdic ones did not extend to the base of 
the rock, but merely occupied a few yards 
of the sur^M^e. The singularity of this {dace 
detained me till a late hour; yet, in iE|ute 
of the fatigue of the day, I had the vexa* 
tion to find oti my return to the tent, that 
the continuance of the wind and cold oiiised 
me to spfend as sleepless and uncomfortable 
% aight fts the precedittg oae^ 

* See plate xi. of that work, where, on the left hand, 
is represented a rock containing similar horizontal 
pillars. Basaltic columns of the kind figured on the 
right \kS6A 6f the plate ave Hot Imcommoii in Iciblaad. 
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Monday, After having given up the early 
^^f^^' part of the morning to the pre- 
servation of my botanical riches^ we iset off 
upon our journey, proceeding for the first 
part of the way over a shoulder of Skoul-a- 
fid, and then over a mountain called Swein- 
a- scaur, the descent of which, through a 
gulley where we had to cross a torrent at 
least twenty times, was excessively steep 
and rocky, and so exposed to the fury of 
the north wind that we were compelled to 
alight from our horses and walk. The 
ground we trod upon was, however, not 
ahbgether bare of vegetation; for several 
grasses and other plants appeared in the 
places that were free from snow, and at a 
great elevation Oettm rivale^ which is found 
in the fiat meadows of Norfolk, was no less 
abundant than its alpine neighbors, Veronica 
fruticulosa and Arahis alpina. In some 
hollows of th6 rock, that were filled with the 
water of the torrent, I met for the first time 
in my life with the Harlequin duck (Anas 
istrionicajy which, from what I could learn, 
^te^s not seem to be a scarce bird in Iceland. 
A very serpentine course, in consequence of 
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4he steepness of the hill^ at length led us into 
a rather extensive level tract of country^ 
bounded on all sides by black and lofty 
mountains. For some way near the banks 
pf a wide stream in. the centre of this^ a 
tolerable pasture was afforded for our horses^ 
.and we rested ourselves, awhile at a dwelling 
called. Meurawatl; a thing the more nece^^ 
saiy, as a dreary mountain ride lay before 
us^ and we were told it would not be in our 
power to meet with grass again till we had 
got round the head of Hval-fiord (the bay of 
whales). The steep and barren sides of 
Renewaltehauls afibrded nothing interesting, 
but firom the summit the distant view of 
snow mountainfs in the more northern part 
of the island was most grand. Here we rode 
over a bed of rock^ curled on the surfece, 
which, though cracked in a few places 
with deep fissures, had the appearance of 
bein^ a solid ma^s, and of having suffered 
no change; but not so with a heap of rock^, 
broken, indeed, yet still of immense size, 
which, piled one over another to a great 
height on our left, seemed to have been at 
;^ distant period thrown out in a melted state 
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from a volcano^ and to be 6titl sv^ateA to 
main a monument of some dveadfiil eroption; 
Their t^Lture was in parts solid^ in other 
parts porous^ their color a brownisb^black^ 
speckled throughout with innumerable small 
white pieces of quartz^ which^ on a close in- 
«pection^ bad a very pretty appearance. From 
the dismally barren scene before us^ we -soon 
came to a little plain^ where the Bartsia 
alpina in full flower made amends for the 
absence of more abundant and -more varied 
vegetation ; but hence to the margin of the 
water was a dreary scene of abrupt precipices, 
rugged hills^ and rocfky streamlets. A river, 
at the head of HvaUfiord^ in discharging its 
waters over the perpendicular face <tf a rotk, 
formed a fine t;ascade^ just beneath I'l^hich; 
and exposed to the full effect of its tre- 
mendous roar^ we had to ford the stream, 
after which, for a few miles^ we travelled 
along by the north side of the lake among 
heaps of fragments that had fallen from the 
steep hilk^ till^ about ten o'clock, 'we had 
once more the satisfaction of seeing a green 
spot, which had induced a peasant and' hts fa- 
mily-, after the manner df the tmcient-Ger- 



iMns^^tofixittittheirsolitaiydwening. The 
MtigaTar dtistom Hvhicti prevails throughout 
Ic^atid t>f grvitog a fiaurc^ as of a parish 'f'^ 
16 a ndiitaty hvLty or at most to the resiciaice 
Csff a more wealthy "fkrm^r and the tsottages 

a 

* It is impossible to avoid being struck wi(h the sin^- 
Utttty of 'part'df l^Hikus' deseriptfon otf the nmimers of 
the €ienilMis, to the present rude and snttple state 4>f 
the inhabitants of Iceland^ who are compelled frOm the 
scantiness of v^etation thus to imitate the people of 
former days in the distant situatie^n of their dwellings 
thiiisk eA6h oiher. '' NuIIas Genttanbrom populis urbes 
hdHMsri^ flatis ndtuih ^t; ne pati quidem inter so 
junctas sedes. Colunt discreti ac diversi^ ut fons, ut 
etanpoh aitn^si^s phMcuit Vicos loHAm, non in nos- 
irom dtttMiSBi^ eonnestfis et cohierentibus tedijteiis^ svram 
quisque domum spatio circumdat, sive adveiMi ^dttsns 
ignis remedium^ sive iMfdtia 



: »» 



t The land in Iceland^ ht test by far the greater part 
of it, helohgs to tiMs Kiag of Hetimftrk, and a native is 
at ^fiherty 'to pttdi ^poa any tirasle that may sttk liis 
c o Btcttfc neej asd Ik his;«AKide tirere : his ftrm^or habi- 
ilalioB li^-eidls^ hy tome name, either taken from the 
peculiarity of situation, from some neighboring nMHin-^ 
4ain or riyer^'dr after himself 5 ''Ut hao fatione,"* as 
the learned Arngrim/Joma tibser^es, ''primds iaeolas 
'wtwnffj99xtf ipsa ieea i«l «)lb «ttODteMNis ^pad 'Omnem 
faK^riiatnii loquesiimar. 



■:•* 
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of his dependants, will easily account for 
the crowded names of places which we see 
in the best maps of the island, and which 
might lead to a most erroneoos idea of 
its present or former population, unless ac- 
companied by the explanation that in the 
greater number of instances they are to 
be understood as the appellations of mere 
ferms'**', and never of what in England would 
be entitled to be called a village. The pre^ 
sent place, which, if I recollect well, bearS' 
the name of Farit, stands in a singular and 
interesting situation; being near the head 

* ''Lands are here divided into estates^ which are 
never subdivided, and are held in three different kinds' 
of tenure: 

" King's Land, 
" Church Land, and 
" Freehold. 

" King*8 land is given by the Landfogued to whom^^ 
soever he pleases, and the fiimily who occupy it possess 
it as long as they have an heir and can pay the ttxit, 
which ia very small, and a Xsol of oiie rix-dollar per 
annum. 

/' Church land is given away by the Bishop and Arnpt- 
man, and held in the same manner. 
, '' Freehold is as in other countries, each est^e paying^ 
one rix-doUar per annum to the King, in lieu ofrlaad^ 
tax.*' Sir Joseph Banks* MSS. Journal \ 
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of Hval-fiord^ so that from it we had a noble 
and extensive view of this arm of the sea^ 
on which were innumerable quantities of the 
black divers (Colymhus Traile) and many 
flocks of swans. From the agitated surface 
of the water the violence of the wind raised 
great bodies of spray^ which were driven^ 
like a dense mist^ into a valley that opened 
to the south. In an opposite direction, and 
near the extremity of the fiord, a mountaip 
of no great elevation afforded us a curious 
spectacle of another kind ; for here a cloud 
of snow^ which was passing nearly over our 
heads in an unbroken mass, being impeded 
in its ^ prepress by this hill, in a few seconds 
of time enveloped in a white covering, as 
with a sheet, its previously brown and barren 
sides, for nearly half way down. Our en- 
campment was fortunately provided with 
sufficient shelter from the storm by a lofty 
and perpendicular rock. 






Huge as the tower> which builders vain 
Presumptuous piled on Shinar*s plain>" — 



the whole to strange in form, and so broken 
into recesses and projections, that fancy 

VOL. I. T 
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might here, with more justice than in any 
thing else I ever saw of the kind^ pictim 
to itself a heap of vast and ruined towers, 
placed upon the top of a sloping bank, 

'^ Whose roeky summits^ iplit Joid veiit> 
'' Form^ tuFret;^ Home, or hatO^UQiif i 

Or 8eQipe4 £|nt^ticaU}r set 

With cupola or minaret. 
'' Wild crests as pagod ever decked^ 
*^ Or mosque of eastern architect,** 

The dreary solitude, and the storms' and 
snow of Farit, did not in the smallest ^k^ee 
prevent the inha^itents fvom exepoising tkeit 
wonted hospitality. On the contoiry, the 
woqien here, as at other places, came around 
us immediately on our arrival, and with a 
kindness peculiar to the sex inquired into 
our wants, and offered us all that their oir* 
cumstancea would enable them to afford. As 
a mark of affectionate good**wilI, whiiii those 
most conversant with females can best ap- 
preciate, they presented to os their little 
children to be kissed, and when, as was too 
often the case, our more refined notions of 
cleanliness prevented us from profiting by 
their intended kindnesS;^ they begged diat we 
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would allow them to kiss our hands^ which 
Hkef did ia the moat respectful manner, 
bowing at the same time. The niotbers and 
the elder girls brought to our tent abundance 
of cream, skiur, and fuel, and pressed us to 
accept them willi such evideht marks of 
earnestness, that it was impossible but that 
the pleasure which gleamed in their coun* 
tenances should be reflected in ours, nor 
could we have failed to have received with 
satisfaction presents of a far less acceptable 
nattire than those now set befote us, if of-* 
fered by people so situated, and with such 
hearty good-wiH- ; for, to use the words of a 
ftvorite poet of the present day. 



€< 



His gift shaU ne*er be scom*d> who freely gives his all.** 



Tuesday, l^® Y^in hopc of being abie* to 
August i. gjjg^ ^^ jjjy friends in England some 

sketches of the rocks of Farit kept me on 
the spot till nine or ten o'clock this morn- 
ing, and it was nearly one when we arrived 
at a farm by the shores of Hval-fiord, where 
a man announced himself as the servant of 
the Etatsroed, and added the information 
that he had been sent out the day before. to 
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meet us^^ aad to accompany u& to Inderbolme. 
Leaving, therefore^ my Reikevig guid^ with 
the lug^ge and other horses, to follow us 
at leisure^ Jacob and myself mounted some 
steeds sent by the Etatsroed, and hastened 
forward till we came to the foot of Akra-fiel^ 
a mountain of some height, which rose at no 
great distance from this gentleman's houscj 
but was separated from it by a morass* 
that was not to be crossed without much dif- 
ficulty. In the worst places were laid sod 
and large pieces of rock, which had been 
procured from a considerable distance, but, 
although these prevented the horses from 
sinking deep in the mire, they by no means 
rendered the passage firm: yet did this 

* Let it not be regarded as a proof of the indolence 
of the Icelanders^ or as settiqg their characters in an 
unfavorable light> that these morasses are to be .seen^ 
occasionally^ in the neighborhood of the best of their 
houses^ and that the roads^ not unfrequently^ lead over 
them. All this is, unfortanately, aseribahle to the 
country itself^ which is little else than rock' and bog; 
the latter, of so wet and- spongy a texture, that no 
materials, however adapted to the purpose, and no 
quantity of them, however large, would bie sufficient 
to overcome their stubborn nature, or ^to make them 
properly passable. 
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trackless swamp lead to the veiy best house 
in the island^ the residence of a man^ at 
once a Danish counsellor of state^ and the 
chief justice of Iceland ; one, too, whose ta- 
lents and acquirements would render htm 
the ornament of any society, but who lived 
here shut out fropi all connexion with the 
literary world. In such of the out-buildings 
of the Etatsroed's house, as first came in 
view, was evident a degree of neatness as 
to workmanship, of elegance as to form, and 
of regularity as to design, which I had never 
before seen in the island, and on approach, 
ing the door of the principal building, it 
seemed as if I was actually transported to 
another country. In. point df architecture 
and materials, it was, indeed, built in the 
true style of an Icelandic dwelling, and to- 
tally unlike the Danish ones of Reikevig, 
but there was, nevertheless, even in the turf 
walls and numerous roofs, an appearance of 
refinement which I little expected to have 
met with ; while the painted doors and the 
large glass windows were quite novelties. 
To comfort and cleanliness in the persons 
of the natives I had not been much accus- 
tomed, and was, therefore, the more' glad 
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to find them here : for a hearty welcome I 
was fully prepared ; it was no more than I 
had every where experienced; hut those 
only who have been long ' exposed to the 
accents of a language^ with the meaning of 
which they are wholly unacquainted^ can 
conceive how sweet such a welcome sounds> 
when given me^ as. here by the Etatsroed^ in 
my native tongue. We entered by a long 
passage, with a boarded floor and vfrainr 
scotted walls, and, after crossing another 
smaller one, arrived at the library, a room 
of moderate size, well stored with books; 
adjoining to which was the parlor, which, if 
I recollect right, had stuccoed walls, painted 
of a blue color, and a boarded roof and floor. 
A Danish sofa and other good furniture 
much resembled such as we have in England, 
and some ordinary prints, among them one 
of the Emperor of the French and by the 
side of it another of the Hero of Trafalgar, 
served to decorate the walls. Shortly after 
our arrival, rum with white wine and Nor* 
way biscuit were handed round, and, as 
there was but little time before dinner, we 
amused ourselves in the library, where I 
was shewn several valuable apd interesting 



r 
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WQsks, re|ating to the ancient history of the 
hl^tyif as well in manoscFipt as in print. 
Tbeie were here^ also, many of the Latin 
aitel Greek classicsi and of the most esteemed 
tuthofs in the German^ French^ Swedish| 
aiMl Dankib languagesj besides^ what gratir 
fie4 >ne more than any thing elae^ a consi- 
derable number of our best English poets. 
Here> too, I was shewn a translation of 
MUttm^s Parcniise Lost into Icelandic verse, 
the performance of a priest who had lived in 
the eastern part of the island, but whose 
name I cannot now reoiember. The Etats- 
i«ed, who was capable of reading the origi- 
xUil, did not express himself at all satisfied 
with the translation^ and I have no doubt 
of his being a competent judge of the sub- 
ject, having himself, with much eclat^ turned 
into Icelandic poetry Papers Essay on Man 
and Universal Prayer; to the liberal senti- 
ments inculcated in the latter of whidi he 
was so much attached, as to have it some- 
times sung in his church. How happy 
should 1 have been to have had the opportu- 
nity of shewing to my countrymen^ on my 
return, the numerous publications, pritici- 
pally historical, for which I was indebted 
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to the liberality of this learned and noble 
author ; but^ though unfortunately deprived 
of this satisfaction, I record, with infinite 
pleasure, my obligations to him, not only for 
these, but for various other books which I 
could not elsewhere have procured. * Two 
of the works that have come from the pen 
of the Etatsroed deserve particular mention : 
the titles, indeed, have altogether escaped 
my memory, but, if I am not mistaken, one 
of them was written in the Danish, the other 
in the Icelandic language, and both treated 
of the most remarkable occurrences that had 
taken place in the later history of the couiil- 
try, among which it was peculiarly gratify- 
ing to me, as an Englishman, to find, while 
the author was himself translating some por- 
tions to me, how earnestly and how com- 
pletely con amove he bears testimony to the 
noble and generous conduct of Sir Joseph 
Banks, impressing, in the strongest * terms, 
upon the minds of his countrymen a sense 

* These are in aU probability two of the Etatsroed*! 
jmblications mentioned by Dr. Holland : the one entitled 
Iceland in the XHth Century ; the other a translation of 
the same into Danish, with additions. The former was 
printed in 1806, the latter in I80S. 
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at the obligations they owe to him for the oh* 
exatnpled assistance which he afforded to such 
Icelanders^ as had^ in the beginning of the 
present war, been made prisoners in Danish 
vessels ; constantly striving with the utmost 
zeal to procure their release, and supf^ying, 
with unbounded liberality, their pecuniary 
wants. I must, however, do the Icelanders 
the justice to say, that there is no need of 
the assistance of the press to excite a stronger 
feeling of gratitude on their part, for the 
benefits that have been conferred upon tliem 
by this exalted character r for the eager in- 
quiries that were in every place made after 
his welfare, by the aged, who still remember 
his person, and by the young, who know 
him from the anecdotes told by their fathers 
and their grandfathers, were a convincing 
proof of the esteem and veneration they 
entertain for him : so that, not unfrequently, 
while wandering over the wastes of Iceland, 
my heart has glowed, and I have felt a pride, 
that I should have been ashamed to dissem- 
ble, at being able to call such a man my 
patron and my friend. A short history of 
the esculent Fuci, published by the Etats- 
roed, has already been noticed at page 46 



382 BaM^AFKNW. 

of this journaL Munc, also^ claioied a ton- 
Mlenible share of the atte&tioii^ not only of 
himself^ but of all the family at Inderholme^ 
ttud a large Danish oi]gan occupied a portion 
ci one side of the room. On my expressing 
a wirii to hear some Icelandic music^ the 
wfacrfe &mily came into the library^ and^ with 
their Toioes, accompanied his performance 
of several saered airs. I was next entertained 
with Danish and Icelandic songs^ by the 
Etatsroed's daughter^ which she accompanied 
with tones upon the Lang-^speL This in-- 
atrument has long been growing into disuse^ 
so that it is now become of extremely rare 
OGcurrenoe^ and very few of the natives in* 
deed^ excepting the Etatsroed a^d his fa* 
mily^ are capable of performing upon it with 
any degm of skill. It consists of a narrow . 
deal box, about three feet long, with a wider 
semi-circnkir extremity^ in which are the 
sound holes. Three birass wirei^ or s6me* 
times five, are extended the .whole length of 
this box, and tightened or slackened by 
means of small wooden p^s, as in our com- 
incMi violin. It is usually played upon with 
a bow of horse-hair, the instrument itself 
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lying in the mean while upon tibe table, but 
the Etatsroed's daughtu' frequQatly made nae 
only of her fingers, as with a guitar, in 
doing which she pressed tite end of .her 
thumb alone upon the mina, 
moving it up and dmmtb 
produce the different mo^ 
ficationi of .soimd. The atu-* 
nexed representation of the 
iang-spel, skeldied since 
toy Tetnrn, titan memory, 
will giTe a toIeraUe idea of 
its form. Von Troil aotioes 
another musical instrument, 
called fiiUa, which has two 
strings of horse-hair, and is 
played in a similar manner 
wiA a bow. This, I was 
never fortunate enou^ to 
see; nor did I ever meet 
with the Syn^hon, men- 
tioned by the same author, 
and I have every reason to 
b^eve that neither the erne 
nor the other has any longer 
existrace; the incieastng 
poverty of the country 
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havings probably^ been the means of ^pre- 
venting the Icdanders from enjoying the* 
little happiness that they fomierly derived 
from these and various other sources of 
innocent amusement, which we read of as 
iMtvtng been common among them. At 
about three o^clock we sat down to an ex- 
cellent dinner of roasted meats, which were 
eaten with preserved cherries and a mess of 
the Humex Acetosa, with the addition of 
waflfels, good Norway biscuit, rum and 
claiet. Even in the Etatsroed*s house the 
ouatom of the ladies of the family waiting 
at table is religiously observed ; and, morti- 
fying as it was to me ia» a stranger, I was 
compelled, during the time of meals, to ac- 
cept of the attendance of the female of the 
behest rank in the island and her handsome 
daughter, both of whom performed their 
parts with the greatest good-nature imagin- 
able. It was in vain, that I remonstrated 
against this relic of barbarous times, intreat- 
ing it might be dispensed with during my 
stay: such a request could not be acceded 
to, for to have done otherwise would have 
been considered a want of respect on the 
part of the host to his guest. Truly gratify- 
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mg was it to observe how much afiectionate 
attention was paid by the younger part of 
this family to the aged parents of Madame 
Stephensen^ whose father^ formerly a sysseW 
pian^ although eighty years old^ still enjoyed 
the perfect use of his facultiest Extreme 
age had deprived the mother of sights butj 
though destitute of this comfort^ she had the 
greater one of receiving every possible mark 
of kindness^ that duty or afiection could dic- 
tate, from her children, who devoted a great 
portion of their time to bearing her company 
in her room^ and alleviating^ by their con- 
versation^ her afflictions and infirmities. Af- 
ter dinner I visited the Etatsroed's gardens, 
which are carefully fenced round by a high 
turf wall, so as to be^ in some measure^ pro* 
tected from the excessive cold of. the cHt 
mate; a precaution that seems to avail but 
little, for, although in the one adjoining the 
house^ which was laid out in a number of 
beds^ infinite pains had been taken to raise 
a crop of lettuces^ turnips, and potatoes, 
they all looked in a miserably starved state, 
and not. one came to perfection. Another 
garden^ nearly opposite to the house, was 
also appropriated to the growth of vegeta^ 
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ble9, but did not wear a* more promising 
pcct. The ground immediately in front of 
the Etatsroed*s dwellings though producing 
a comparatively good herbi^^ is broken into 
nuikierous little hillocks^ intersected with 
rocky divisions^ as is almost every where tb« 
case in Iceland with the best pasture land> 
owing^ probably^ to the treading of cattle be- 
tween the pieces of rock, which are but 
thinly covered with earth. Hence to the sea, 
and for a long way upon the shore, extended 
a perfectly level tract of country, at one ex* 
tremity of which, over a little brook, a 
water-mill bad been erected, which was 
worked by a horizontal wheel, and served to 
grind corn for the femily. This, if I mistake 
not, is the only one in the island. Some 
drains, cut by the Etatsroed in an adjoining 
morass, had greatly improved the soil, and 
furnished a more copious supply of water 
to the mill. Were like simple means to be 
employed in other Icelandic bogs, the greater 
part of which are admirably calculated for 
draining, no doubt can be entertained but 
that the country would be rendered more 
easily passable, and the increased quantity 
of fodder, produced in consequence of sudi 
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911 improvement^ would be of incalculable 
benefit to the poor natives. The house of the 
Etetsroed was but lastely erected *y and^ as I 
have befi^re observed^ is one of the best, or^ 
perhaps^ the Tery best in the island; yet 

* How exactly similar the present mode of building 
is to that which was in practice upwards of two centu- 
ries ago> may be seen by the chapter ** De nioribus 
sau comnuni vivendi ratiooe^" in Amgrim Jwus hUmdi 
Tfw^^^9 4e mandie4s ,g€nti» primordi^, Sic lad^^ 
in no pfurt of Europe^ I- apprehend^ have the cwton^ 
and manners^ the language^ the dress^ and the mode of 
living, peculiar to a country^ been kept so pure^ for so 
great a number of years^ as among the Icelanders. '' Vt 
Taeiti tempore " (says Anagrim Jonas) '^ ciroa annuaa 
Cl^j^ti 199, peo cttmen^rum nee tcgularuip ^ud Oer- 
manos usus> (unde quivis de orbe magis Arctoo judi- 
cium faciat,) ita neque postea apud Islandos^ seddo- 
mm suas Mgno et cespite constniebaiit^ qMmqaidem 
Bso moflBDentaDAo^ aec in ^peciem d«foTmi ', parielcs alios 
solo cespite^ alios saxo rydi, ocsp&te pto esemento adki-> 
bito> ^ebaat^ qnos postea interiiu, opere eoassatQ, ut 
el centignattonem ipsan^ oonvestiebant ^ precipoe in 
notabilioribua ssdificiitu Atque sic tectum com paiieti- 
bus ante matumm acnittio> gran&oe viridi esteiiits 
qnotannis enasoente^ (o«^tom namque viv«m ia tecto 
et parietibus latel%e,) conspieiendum erat. In teoto 
feaeitree4ebant> raroin pariete; et tecto quidem minus 
arduoj cujosmodi ftiisse fertur afud Orientales tecto- 
run constituti^. Ligna inciriis «uppetebant, a^ litftus 
maris uiidaiRimkattovloaeejeGta; mirando procwratio&is 
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its walls and roofs are composed eutirely 
of turf^ though so neatly cut^ and so well 
joined^ as to present a perfectly smooth and 
even sur&ce. The doors are ornameirted 
with carved lines^ and painted green. The 
windows^ of which there is a double row^ 
are well made^ and glazed^ and are not in . 
the roof of the building, as in most other 
Icelandic houses, but in the wall. There are 
several out-houtes for cattle, for provisions, 
implements of husbandry, drying fish, &c., 
all which stand apart from the dwelling- 
house, and are built with equal neatness, 
and wholly of turf, except the fish-house, 
which is of wood, formed in siKh a manner^ 



dhrihe testimonio^ cam tylvss domesticie^ Betuls tan- 
turn, ut existimOf feiaces, vastia sedificiis non suffi- 
Cerent : que tamen etiam xnagno faere subsidio^ cum 
hiB qus incolse^ quoties Tolebant, ex vicina Norvegia> et 
fortasse etiam GroDlandia^ petebant: utroque enim 
navigationes annuas longo tempore Island! babuere. 
Villarom itacfae domus in sue fondo quilibet contiguas 
fere habelimt: prseter armentorum stabula, aliquanto 
intervallo ac ipsis penatibus plerumque sita : item ]gni« 
aria qiuedam, non prorsu3 contigua> ad ignis periculum 
vitandum : fcMrtasse etiam penuaria qiuedam quas soli- 
taria auram et siccantes velitos melius imbiberent. 
I>e regno Danue et Norvegia TraetaHu, p. 411--41d 



tt. 



lliai: a. free passage is Iteft ta the air at the 
Bamae time that the iii^xde is prbteolied from 
/the vaon* At no gre%t distance^ dso^ stands 
%e,, Auith, a stiiall ao^ neat^ thodgll an**- 
Qiept^ edifice; and not fir^bm t^is olustef 
o| buildings rises the steep and ro^y front 
of Akra-^iiel, farming a fiingnhir contrast 
Mth the greeH^lain of Inderholme. 

, Wednesdays Immediately after breakfast thfr 
A'Qiwt a^ Etatsroed^ hia spn a young man dt 
eightisefi years . of age^ and myself^ se| off 
for HramoFe^ abput tWtoty miles distance^ 
the n^sid^nce of the Amptman Steph^sen> 
jbiother to the &liief Justice^ onr intention 
being thence to cointii^ue otir jqgrg^y to the 
hot^^inj^ ei Snorpalang^ and oth^- remark-- 
aht^plgpes in the vidimty. This exeursioh 
was 'rendered highly intereating by iny hav- 
ing such agrieeable companions^ and I looked 
forward with great ccAifidence to^ d^dving 
^om il no *s(mU V)f<3armation; as weflr from 
Jthe abimy.of my host to converse ,witH me 
in English; as from his perfect knowledge of 
the country, and particularly his. intimate . 
.IMcquaintmicewitb its history^ ii^ whi^^h h^ i% 
perha|N3(^ aupenor ta any other p^i^n. Our 
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mode df^t^velling here^ vrat new to me^ and ; . 
ittle trouble^me. . B^ing abodt tot. - 

visit at the i houses/of ^persons Vhere^e^ac-v. / 
coiiifli4Mioti was ' good^ * 1 ' had' se^nt^fpi^; 
and my ^ide^jvvith the hors^ and tqntsV 
back ioj^eikevig, intending to^return thitfc^. ' 

» myself by* water; and we all jc6de*tfa^*Etatflh 
roed's hor8e8>. taking with' ns/a' supply of' 
fresh ones to rdieye those Ihat cartied lis the 
jftrst ^rt of t)ui; journey « These; tnstiad^ of . %' ; 

' oeiiig led> were driven before, \rithout evei^. ; 
the |Mrec«iil^h of fastening them stogelii^V a. * • 
ptact'ice to .t^hiiph' aoine' of |hiem thai jvere . 
young arid IFuU of spirit diijjiQt csasily sub- ,. 

^ iriit; for thejT frequently^ sfi^yei ! a 
our prpp2se^<x^i^y.aiid gavfe tt^^^ 
^n, Mr. i31av Steplifensen*, an* infinity .of -^ 

^ ^ la namiiur^iiti a^lt^tnuy the StiltMmMtman, ^ W6U' ' 
as his ions/ lunre abolUhed^'Chs-qp^toai^ which is other- 
wise> 1 believei very^genend & Icfelaiid, of calling the^ 
child' after the cIi|isti|iQ'Biaih« o£'th*fhtlMl»/with the . 
addition of sen or ion,. to lt> , thhs^ 4tie * jjjftNPf the 



have b^en Mapmiieik, to which any ehHStiair aatne 
.^aii%ht be^bjoiiied. If it had beed Oldp Mt^ateii^lik. ' 
. son would beat the tiame of d{ar«eii> 4)r rather Ulafwen, 
' as ' I helfeve it i4||generally written* 'f'he ftmales fa^vev^' 
the additloti of.'da^fr^to the chr^tiaii' ntio^ of the 
fNShel*/' • . * \ •: ./'■,'■' ..'/Vf • . -V 
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trouble in. . pursuing them • and compellihg 
them to return^ into our track; in doine^ 
• ^ whicl), he displayed n dexterity «nd fearlessr > 
. 'n^i* in ^riding that really. astoQitbed me,- 
: galloping jn the tnj5st fui;iou.s manner qver 
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the looi^e. fragipents of rqck. To add tb his . 
fatigue^ it not uncommonly happened* that^ 
' v#hen he returned to'as after having regpv^r- "J •. 
ed the hdrses that iiad gone astray in oiie » " 
direction, he found those which he had kft ' 
behind hi\p, and 'apparently disposed* to.^e \ 
' quiet, already rtjn bff ''in ;some difiereiit 
. coijrsej so, that belj^ad |L' most tiresoji^Qe ]our-» . 
ney. . The country over, which ;we 'passed, 
after winding 4bmid! the /foot of Akra-flfel » '' 
and reaching H^ opposite side, was altogether. 



1* , •• i» ••»,•' 



^* iljcra^ the name of a. pari8h> xAoBj^tis carn-'fieldp as 
the *£tat»r6ecl obeenM .to n^e^ iuid. hq considered the ' 
application 9f thk- yrorct^ tfi^ace' in Bia^-gafiordy as a 
strong aigmneafin Jitvot of tte^'former ci^dvatiten of 
com In that quarter of tlie'\sl8gAd. Froni tjieic vicintty 
"■ ^o'^kQf^xt'ilao'demed the appebatio'n of the mouiitain 
, . Akra-jlil^ axid of the promontoiyAkra-aefl^^al^d^ indeed^ . 
welteara from the IiafNiJMma and £igi/*Sa^iM that S^ 



griibi in the beginning of the^enth ^tury, cuitv 
grain in the southern pa^ of Mjmv, and in the neighbor* 
hood of the river Hvitaa. iOn the sultei^Vof the ^cultivation 
of corn* it 18 observecl in the Fofllgt en' lUande/ '*LtL 
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flat and marshy^ though many lofty moun- 
tainsf were in eight, In'sqch a place v^ta^ 
tion was of course more abundant thaa 
amoqg the rocky and hilly tracts; hoos^ 

« 

m^taiiie de Reykholt est le s^ul endroit dans rinterieur 
du Breedefiord> *4lont Tauteur du Sturlungd-Saga (1 J^ 
eap. 13.) parle ausst avantageusementy en disant que 
les semailles r^ussissaient tonjours, et que Von pouvait 
, en tout temps se procurer des Ihrines ftatdies dont les- 
^llitans se foisaient un r^L Cet hlstorien n^ Sx9 p^s 
pr^is^ment le lieu ok se &isaient ces ensenien9a^;es>. 
mais 11 parait que c'etsiit *prbs de b metairie oti le 
terrain conservait toij^ouh beaucoup de chaleur par 
rapport aux feux 8outerr^ins« puisqu'il exi^e ici des^ 
sources ehaudet et des veines d'eau dt m^nie natuvs^^ 
dont>'les vapeurs eommuniquent en&i€ aux plantes une^ 
liumidit€ fertilisaate^ et les garantissent en hixet du 
froid/' (f. ii. p. 83— 84.)— If su^ were really to be 
the effect* arising from t^e vicinity- of. Iu>t-spring8> 
either the quantity of c<mn cultivated nmst have been 
very smaU, or the boiling fountains extremel/ nunid^ 
sous. Bttt> ^B the historian has not informed us thfil 
this T^as the reason oflthe cultivation of com, having 
been'atteaded. with success in his di^« it may not ujb^ 
justly be doubted^ whether the circsumstaiio^ is asorib'^ 
nUe to such a cause: for of moialure tMpre eertau^ 
seems to be no want in Iceland^ and the sudd^avicissi- 
tudes from hmt to cold/ which woi^dd necessarily ads0 
from a variation^ in the wind^ must^ undeubtedly^ b» 
prejudicial to plahtfu which ar^ not oapable of bearing 
the eiXmnes of either. With regard to. some of th» 
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nUo ttreire more fluent thftn I had else- 
where seen^ and the whole district wore ati 
asjpect of cdiilforL.that seemed to bei^peak a 
greatefr degi'ee 6f w^lth thto ir|io be met 
with in ktiy other part of the island. On o^r 
left Was a bay/ or rather arm of the sie^, 
called Borgar*fiord, from which the neigh- 
boring country takes, its name. At Leera^ 

« 

we stopped it an excellent house^ Ijelongiiig 
tcf^ Sysselman^ who. had niartied a sister of 
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. native v^etabte^^ indeed^ a situation like this is not 
iaimical to their existence^ but even appears to bring 
certaiA species to a greater 8titt6 of perfbctloiii^ whilst . 
• others^ are inaterially iisginr^ b^ it. .Of sacli plants ^' 
endeavored to make out a Uat^ but I can at this time, 
only call^to mind« w||)i any degrte of certainty^ some of 
^ the class Qryptogamia, whigh I was particuHir in ex- 

- amining on the snot^ ^uid which I have already t^ken 
' notice of, in two4)r three, niaces. It may be. observed^ 
:V that 'a* higher degreeuof tempefature in the air extends < 

- ^ but a very few yards at any {ime^ in eonsciquencp of the 

8team> and when this latter ascends perpendicularly^ ' 
'the ground .receives. -none of its influence. But ^ow * 
pefiiicious inust be the effect of a westerly breeze^ 
wal^v^tthe heated vapdr upon the young and tenfter 
',^nt;» when followed^ as is often the ca8e> almost im-* 
meili^tely^ by a wind from the east, .that drives the 
steam in another direction^ and cl^b with frost what 
had been the day before exposed (o so* much heatJ 
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the Etatsroed^ and who would not stiter u» 
to depart without netting before us si^e 
tofiejfe/ roast mutton^ rum^and claret^ and ' 
; forcing' us^ partake (^ his hospitality; nei- 
.^thg^ eould we prevent him from aceompany- 
iBg^ U9 on* our way till we had reached a « 
/ difficult pass ;ypbn a lAountstfn^ throughi ..^ ^" 
whtch he observed that the JBtatsroed^ how-, 
' cyef w^Il ^acquainted' with ' the country in "^^ ** 
t ^ general J woiild nQt proye a sufficf^nt ^uide.- ' 
' As. we* wen^albng,*, we ^^ifseiyed not far frofti •• ' 
the road a^^mall tijr^ buUjjing,* W)iich we ., - ^ 
; fotind- on inquiry to^ hie a printing-officej^ arid , ' • 
! -^ thisjd^e theoiflt:i6ne in the 'island. Its* 
**!aistauce/fn>iii»R^kev]gV.'nM:tet nee^^rilyrbe 
. \a s^ujrc^of'^riesij^ inconven^nc<^and«.cayse « *' . 
^ c(msidiei;able; delay fii the' ^sUmg , ^^rqcljftr ^ 
' . i^ation's aii J othermaltev^ relative to goverti- . ^'" 
;• i^nt^ tpwhichsi ii)d^^ mst\^>e^ ^tuibilted'^ '• 
. • ^ ii some measi^je the- q^isund^rstanding* 1>€^;, i|r 
';.'' ti^een' Gk)iint Tranib i^nd Mr. Phe*Jp/8 ; the**"^ \ 
• * •. , • fcfmer ot^honi made lliis p. plea-fo^ themot^ -'. 
' hay inV published earlier the co(^yenti6n tky; - 
• he had'^^efitered into with tKc captain p]P' We, - ^' * 
Rover sloop f^' war. 'For other purposes; i>;**t,* ^ 
. * may serve ;ileU enoughv«and its^Viteini^,ti[V^-'. 
. the EtatisroecL nyjio furiiisKes it »witH ,inord* \ 
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:^ :■; i?%)ll<fptiCTit' tbEait 'any /otjjef t^rson^ is of *** 
* ; . ^c^8i4crable'!do^^ as well af' . 

• i : oF*n0 SDiaU ahlv)^ilii]^e td th^ OTopl*ietor. ' We 
'l&f . . ' tiQw ^ap^ftache A the jotiou^tun Sjcardsneidl^ . 
\ » wbich we hiaid^ to citoss in dqp way to Hva- 
" M Dofor^fput we "{MrevidUsIjr toiiched tipoa i^ - 
: ' . .; ■ borders, of Wm^. bnu^b-wood/ w^cfa h^ . 
• '^ : ; ./ ;. bears, the jmne m:£t»^ ^considered i . |f< 

' ^"tWifiwirt in tbe'isiaiidr Tb teire'e'me^^^^^ 
i : '^i rttd rafe yrood wouldi haviOed us too much. -\: • . 
\y. out ijf ^ur intended coursfe, 'so. that! was" ' ** 






fVoni judging' eithUr <^the ; size' - ^ 





oalied. 'Xvhich f rQe» we < none^^' * ' 
oft^th^oiitskTrt^^ t^e.faaiestdid /; ': 

'-, '\' not ek^d thr6e Jedt or foui:'Sttthe'utnu»t.^;^ ''*" ' 

*'^.|i^ W^uUtii^ have received .a moje iixir V*' ' , 

• ^ I : pbrtsint^ apfiellfitii^jd thanr that df busbed idfT; * . 

r> ^.; other '"oolintries; ; The. sides of Skanuieidf ' • i . . 

''''*-'; ^ ."" « , Ml'* ■ -. ' " • • ' Tn- y . • 

.M ,^>^ ate in many ptacc^^xtremely fttc^^p an^ oar-. -/ . 

' '% ^ * ^' ''■'■* * ♦ *, I* , ' • * ' , ' • ' .• '* ** .* 

. V. r^B^^9 ^P^ fts basei ^A-otn being eY^.whe^e'^^ 
y ; K* ^icfept in tlie gullies/ wholly^rivtfoiied by aiK \ 
;. /J^^im^nen8e Wall formed, of' lodge pi ,/ 

' '^ *^tHat have fallen from the cliffs^ ietbove. is tbu» . r ' 
'><:'\ettdere9rQo/Iess*imjpa3.8able than the p^r^^ 

»%- if^ * , ' • ,• • * *r; . • 
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wiiidi are. naturally more perp0i»Nbidar« 
We ascended through a hollow in one *ide 
of the mountain^ where Hhe appearaatee of. 
^getation^ scanty, and Qiiserable as it was^ 
induced us to alight fi^bm our horises antf 
gJLf'e up a little time to botanizing. I do * 
not recollect Ih^t any particularly rate plants . 
rewarded oi^r researches in this s|y>t^ but 1 
well remember how much I was . surprised / 
at tjbe extent of the Etatsroed's botanical' 
tacquh^ements^ and e^p^cially at . the readi- 
ness andT' (^rrectness, with which he .called / 
most of the plants by their Linnaean names. 
This asti^ished me the more^as his only aid 
lias been a few books, th^ principal ofVhieh 
is Ligkf^fs Ftf^a Scoficay and'even these 
lie has been CQndemned to study by himself; 
/there being no. individual attaxi^ed tQ similar 
pursQilis ip the whole' island. . He coni^ 
^^quently expressed great pleasure af being 
now in company with jx - person who had 
• made botany one of the chief objects of his 
' attention, and h^ spared no paii\s in collect^ 
ing with his own , hands and in directing 
his son to tH)Ilect such specimens as I most . 
wished to possess. It was not long; how- 
ever, before we left behind us alPtraces of " 
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v^tetbii, and ^Kmbed tile stee^^ ^nd-ffgN 

fec% iMinreti lide^^f tlie tnoantain> wherd 

\^yte observe^, nothing r^arlable^ fill w^ 

^ oame to the diffi<^ult {iasdage through ^hteh 

j< : i^ Sysselflian bad volunteer to cbttduet 

us* ^hfe ^fas a sort of ^chadiil, wH^^re^.Ji 

qliafitity of loose stdhes *- and , dm)faipoW;^ 

fock^ thul had been washed- down by thfe 

. rains^ ^flbrde^ it tugged pathway orerHaAg*- 

^ .[ . jng a precipice on our right, da narrow ai 

• scarcely to leave roQm for our horses to set 

- one ^ijwft before tfte'^o^er. W^ crossed it, 

.' ^ however, in sj^fetyj* and * took .leave of ouf 

;:kin<r fnend, . who rgjturii^d to LeCra. Tlbe 

, - - high# we ascended the m^r^ severe was the 

* cold; and- a stonn of snow, whi6h we had. 

■ ' . * •** ' , ^ ' ' 

wdtch^d .for some time abeye its spending 

•¥• 'its ragef5again8t the* upper part of. the moun><^ 

« tain, now ^t3saile4.ns; atid made ys feel stiH 

y more sensibly^ ;lhediflfer^ce between the 

month of August in Iceland and in England, 

When we ha^ reached the highest summit, 

' over which we had to pass, a stiH loftier one, . 

called Honh, of a most extraordinary shape, 

prejsented itself to our view, vlts^gure, from 

^he«directibn in which we saw it, was almost 

a* perfbct^yramidy^-crf /a most gigantic size ; 

but wjj^at ren^i^ed it still more singular was 



the|^orizontal stratification, that exactly ra»- 
seiAled a flight of steps, each stratum pn^ in . I 
jecting' beyond thfi. one ' above it, and gra-- 
daall}^ decreasing in> width to the polluted 
•' cxtremi^.^ Upon the upper surface of all ' 

the lower strata lay a. covcnng otjpo'W^ 
whilmtTOeir'-nakok^'perpendiquraT^sidcs pre- 
• sented' so many blacBr* intsrTeamg hnes, 
.the peak itself was. entirely envelop^ in 
snow««y ^j' strong tDa .impretsion has tbia ^ 
sc6tft left <m^ my. lnhtd>' tltat I venftiR ta ^ < 
-. U^()efore>py readerayff^-'sobjomdd^^kBtfcfay'''' 
-made from recone^ion^4lk:uBtiDg it vM ha '•" 

»ble Uteita, bktcar^^tl'can be done-lSy'a ' * 
.>deBcriptiiu)^to,{bqp a coiT^ idea of ablate, ^ v 
■ • ■ where the ■ exIiessiTe aafenty of the atqio< 
jf j^ere pr^veDted (nV -tanking a drawmg:W '^^ V 
thdspot . ■■'-.\-*^^ ' , .IL' 
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The ground upon which we now rode was 
so firm and unbroken that, having mounted . 
•fresh horses, we galloped ^r a mile of* more 
^ * on solid rock, till^ the descent becaihe so . 

steep as to reguin^ more csMltion in our pro-^. i x 
\ ' ceedii^. On descending sotnevyhat lower, '* 
we emerged; frpm the cI(Ads into t dear ^ ,» 
^ ,' ' atmospheito, and half a njost extensive pros* » 
pect of rivers^monisses, mountains, and (ofty ^ - 
* . ' j6kuls; tamong the latter df whiqh.t|jiKe^of 
^f * *^ Geitland made a fnost'^i^dnspicuous'iig^lnlkilt 

* **'^^ \ ' -m flteat distance ffbm us, shooting liteiir* ^ ' 

' T ' pointed summits, Jlpped with eternal sn(bw, • *. ^ , 
'- ** f^p'*^ through the thick ]clott^.> that' partly ^^a-r^ /* 

* *•**!' .ivelppeiftjielr* sides. « llhik niouli^^ alsojK. 

/IE eailed jBujBlIa, fV6fi^^it^*: great , height and \v « 

**^,^'j^^ 'Mbicaji figurd), formeqj^ "IpronQ&nent feature >i\ 

./>#»'-, Ui'^^thc; scene : rt is .m^wis^ /^ei^jWK/^f ; ^ 

/ « - * notice . <:V^ apcoimt o^ (he , vtilgar ^H<^ t]^^ ' ' ^ '* * 

\./ ^ tfliere.is ptf Ifa^tlSjfcipit/iJlich, i^^^^ ;' 

\ ^rj|J|^s;^o^<^ inac<eesslb1e to ^11 wIh^ hafw^llt^/ *»|^ «J 

^^ ^ ^. ^^li;^ reach- ij^^n^iii;!!^^ to^^ch: . ^/ :i 

^ , * ^ and i^auti^l CQUutry ; a. c^u^tfy . condia'nily ^ ; ;, 

/(v ,* 15^"^ arf^abqundingin t^ inhibited by .^ ^ 

'■ *^' V » .> aWarfiShTace of men, w^Jose^dle^ employ- ; ,/' i 

ft ' . : . : -.milt is the, care of thefr >fine ^'flofcks^-of ^ ^ ' ; 

' ': , i-;. •' ''..••.- ^ ^ • • \ . ■ '. '-^ . , - 

• , . • • ■ " ' . >«• ♦ • ' 
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sheep ^. The Etatsroed particularly di- 
rected my attention to four riv^s flowing 
through the cenl^ of as many v&llies^ each 
exactly parallel to the other^ over the whole 



* I think I heard of one or two other Icelandic 

mountains, concerning which the natives entertain 

«imilar notions; but I wad not awat^ that Geitland 

Jdkul was believed to contain such r^ons of pleasure 

and happinessj till I observed it remarked in the Foyage 

enlslfnif, where^ at page 168 of vol. 1/it is said, ^^Les 

Islandais croyent g^n^ralement, d'apr^s'd*anciens r^cits * 

febu^x, qa*il existe au milieu du Geitland une pro- 

fonde vall^ gamie de superbes prairies, et habitue par 

une petite peuplade incoifnue. Ces habitans vivent de 

.9eiu« troupeaux, et sont, a ce qu*ils disent> dos descen- 

' dans de brigands et d^g^ans : ils les nomment Ikogar- ^ 

* mon dans la GamUt'Saga, ifk-qui signifij^fthomipeide 
bote. Cette fitble tik-e soiioridne de leur Grettu-Saga 
*(ieh^* &^t ou il^est dit qStt Grettis habltait en hiver ce 
^vdlon. jQu*kxette 'm^me ^poque^ c'est-a-dire vers Tan * 

10^6", il y demeurait un P^tre nojdQttn^ Thorir, qiii avait 
dc^ filles, aVec lesqueltes Grettis fit connaissance. Que 
■*' 2t vaSt>n est garni de bois ^t de belles praises, et qi0i- 
y avait de superbes-inoutons, bien nourris et de la grq^se 
' espece.*'^ The ideas concerniiig &iries and giants, as - 
well as the superstitious notions about .the -monst&nn of 
the riyera and lakes ^nd the appearance-^ evil spilits, 

* are principally coni||ied to the lower class of people, 
amQiig whom they are very prevalent. On this subject 
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of whiob our superior elevation enabled u»« 
to wH a bird's-eye view^ though the lidgeB 
Qf mountidnB that separated them from each 
other were of conwderable height. Their 
fertility and the abundant supply of salmon t 



the authors of the above-mentioned work*have made 
some observatiensy which> though they may swell the 
ilQte to aQ in\B<x^ve|iieQt leQgthj ^F|>ear tQ be well worth 
trat^oribing. ^'Qn pourrait trea-bien aittribiwf Tid^e 
<}u*ils file font de fkat^mes et d*esprits maUi^ k la vie 
friste qu*ils m^nent dans ces contr^ sombres et 
d^rtes^ environn6ei» de rochenp, de vallons obscurs et 
de cimet^res^ puisque c^est Ik que de tous temps on a ea 
la fplle imagination de croire que le^ spectres ^boi^ 
Sissaient leurs demeure^, Cest au|pi dans la pdrtie sq^- 
tentrtonale de Tisle qu*il en est le plus question^ tandis. 
que Voik n*en entend presque pas parler vers le ^okd, oil 
les villages sont plu» rassemlNA^> et oil il y a tq|youi^ 
^ 4triMAgers> autre les n&vigateurs qui y viennent 
parser. r^t6 p/pur^ coiosmeree, Ce qui ajpute* encore )r 
leurs affections m^laHCoKques^ ee sont les hivers qui y 
sont tres- longs, et qui les tiennent cpnst^querament . 
lpngrtemp& dans tine solitude attristante^ en seconds 
lieu> 4a pear qufon leur inipiite dans le bas dge« et.enfih 
leur itSLt aetuel .de mi^re et de pauvret£ et leup' tact<» 
tttrpit6 qui n*est ^claircie par aucttn^muBemeqit." . 



* Grimsaaj wMeh is one dt these ri^eib^ is conskjisred 
equal to any stream in Iceland ^r the quantity of 
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. %affonted l^^the rivei^j^ hac) been the means 

.\ of inducing many natives to fix-thieir resir 
dence Hi them. We found the side of the 

, ^ mountain by which we descended more /^ 
thickly brewed with stones thait the summit^ 

• . and we observed that these stones contained 
a great «r<quantity' of a white \k grednish 
mineral substance^ some of whith Was fifmly * 
imbedded in the rock, ^nd. sojpVfJhat had 
lallen from it lay 4is>persed iMT nxai^* places 
.tkpon the ground. Of botli we gathered . 
many and very fine specimens. On reaiching^ ' 

the noorass 1[>elow7"we Were at no great 

» • • • . • • • . .' 

'f distance from Hvamd]s&: ,the, house- of the, 

"» . . - .... 

^ Amptman , Stephensen, though^ . before we *• 
'•'could arrive . at iV we had to oross'^fl^eral 
rive|» 'find a very j jiihpleasant country. In ' . 
, b\»r: w^y* we passed |hree or four residences . 
of respectdl|ite appmt^nce, ^he ownei^ ^of 
^which seemed . to possess pl^ty of ,giod ' 
. • c&ws and sheejN Hvamofe itself »was 'easily , 

■ 4 • . » • •■ • . , «. \ 

. V- , ' , . . • • . ^ . . 

• . ialmoQ it produces. '' fin abtomne, Tendfoit de. la '*^ 
^riyibre, ^qiii est i^^^ comme gH^Biblef^ de trouTe. qoidque* 
*fot8 si plein de ssufqons^ queries chevaux ont de ^ peine 
k passer> et 4ie s^veift to .poser les pieds/V Voyage en 

*. •* • •• •■ • .^ •< ' .V ,^' • .^ .. 

' • ■ .' ' -^"^ ..:•.' .jfcT - •• ftB '• 
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cnstinguishable from Jhe 6thei^|^!(iiUdthg3 by 
its superior . size aim style of architecture, 
afiVl was to us .V^dered stiH n^ore stoking 
and interesting by4(he nji^iiierous and happy^ 
groupe of its inhabitant whov came out to * 
welcome jas tQ th6ir home. ^Besides our * 
ho6t,''oufil$oste8S> and their servalits, nine 6f 
the handsomest childfen that I eVor saw in 
the j^sbn^ly^r^ present, t All these were ^he . «. 
AnipmianjiMnd as- 1 happen to have ajipt^? ' 
of the whole ^f' this fan)iiy written down in - 
iny p6c|C6t-booi^ by the Etatsroed, it may 
•be inserted a^ a* specimto bf the christian 
nameji^tbl^t «re ma<^ use of in Iceland: . . ^ ^f 

» • ♦ » ^* 

^Ip^'en £(iBphenQenji|^mptmdb> .of tfatf * 
::/M^Wtefi;iQuarfe.,^the..W^ ^ • 

Cudnm' Stepheisen/hij wife. ;;;;"• 
SigFtd Ste]^tienBe])>\hn dau^^/ '; ' r!^ 

♦' -^ Peter,' - • . • ' ' I Sobs. ^ 
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Marsha, 
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The custpqoary Icellpdic cetemotiy ol sd« 
luting each individual> not even exeludii^ 
^ servants^ was here a matter of aome tittte)' 
but this beiag at Jength gone through, we 
entered the house^^ and, after a few oops of 
eofee, soon found ourseltes seated belbre 
a dinner of roasted meat, si^o^ly^ and 
wafiels. The counlSry round Hvamdre^ 
which is flat and swampy, pr^jduces but 
little that is interesting to, the ibotanist* A 
Carex, however, which grows here in« the '• 
greatest profusion, deaarves {larticular notieei 
eo account of its utility to the .Ic<^andid 
farmer. During the course of ^our ride, in 
the morning, the Etatsroed had ppiinted dUt 
the foliage of the pbnt in m^|^ placies^ and * 
assured xtie that it was f^nd the' iot>st useful 
of all the indigenous ^ramneoua tribe; for 
that it made excelleitt iiay, and the abeep 
^jid cows afforded a more copious supply 
of milk from being fed in pastures whei^ it 
was abundant. At Hvamore, acres of gfidW^d 
were uninterruptedly covered with it^ sind I 
^. was here enabled to collect many speciioens 
in flower, and to. satisfy myself that it was 
a species with which I^was unacqtiaapted, "" 
though approaching very nearly ip. habit to 
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C. stficta, from which it differs essentially 
in being much smaller in all its parts^ and 
in having the spikes remarkably drooping* 
1 had before ob9erved the same plant near 
Reikevig, and . in the neighborhood of SkaU 
holt^ but in neither of these places did it 
flourish so luxuriantly or abound so much as 
bere^ where^ as just mentioned^ the pastures 
were almost entirely composed of it, and 
a number c^ people were now employed 
in cutting it, and converting it into hay. 
Another meal nearly similar to the preceding 
ones concluded the feasting of the day: a 
thing that would scarcely deserve to be 
noticed, but for the sake of observing that 
it was the fourth time ijij*the course of the 
twelve hours that I sat down to a hot roasted 
joint of meat: first, when we breakfasted at 
Inderholme, then at the Sysselman*s house 
at Leera, and now twice at Hvamore. Each 
repast, too, was preceded by a glass of rum, 
and concluded by coffee and chocolate, as 
well as often by tea. 

Thursday, After brcakikst, the Amptman 
Augusts. ^^^ ^^^ Etatsroed, with their two 

sons and myself^ set out for Reykholt, taking 

VOL, I X 
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Willi n$, as on the liay before bonm to re« 
4i0ve those which we first ro<k» TbieM 
animals were even more spiritei} and mow 
disposed to ramble than those we took drom 
Inderholme^ and gave for some time SMf* 
ficient employment to the young Stephen** 
sens; but after we had advanced a few milea 
they became more tractable^ and sufifeied us^ 
when we reached a firm and level country of 
barren and broken rock^ to travel with little 
interruption at a very quick pace. The first 
object' worthy of notice which we p«ise4 
was an extensive fredi-water lake> in tho 
centi« of which is a small grassy islttd^ and 
on this^ as the Btafa^noed informed me^ growa 
a Scotch fir (Pinus sylve^tris)^ diminutive 
indeed in size, but the only one that 'was 
ever seen in Iceland* There ws5 no boat on 
the water, by mrahs of which I might my* 
self have ascertained this ^t, and the dia* 
tance from the shore was too great for me 
to be positive how far a small dark spot 
which I could discern was really the fir in 
question, or, indeed, a tree of any kind. 
Some future paturalist may^ perhaps, have 
the opportunity of visiting the little island, 
and learping the truth of a story^ wfaicli I 



believe the Etatsroed only knew from the 
repprt of the natives^ who are said to have 
remarked the tree for very many years* 
Not far from this lake we passed a lai^e 
heap of stpnesi much resembling a Scotch 
caipn^ concerning whicb> Icelandic history is 
silent, but tradition relates that it covers the 
remains of some unknown ancient warrior. 
Our course was nearly north-east, and some* 
times close by the banks of the broad river 
Hvitaa * which, taking its rise from Fiske- 
vatn, empties itself into Borgafiord. In our 
way we called at the house of a peasant, a 
skilful worktnan in wood and silver, of whom 
I wished to procure some snufi^boxes made 
of the tooth of the Wialru^y called by the 
Icelanders Bostungr (Trichecus Rosmarus 
LinnO» an animal that is not unfrequently 
cast on shore in the northern part of the 
island, where the teeth, (on account of their 
beauty and whiteness, in which circum- 
stances they are quite equal to the best ivory) 
are eagerly sought after and collected, for the 



^ Thk mutt nat be confounded wich the atream 
which bears the same name^ and runs near the Geysers 
from the lake Hvitaa-vatn. 
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purpose of being converted into snuff-boxes. 
These are prettily ornamented with silver, 
variously disposed in fillagree work, and are 
used by people of rank, particularly by the 
ladies. Of such^snuff-boxes the contents are 
inhaled in the same way, as of those noticed 
in the early part of this 
journal ; but, as their shapQ 
is different, and I was so 
fortunate as to preserve (to- 
[ gether with my Icelandic 
dress) one of them which 
was given me by the Ktats- 
roed's lady, I have thought 
it deserving of being figured. 
After crossing the four pa- 
rallel rivers, of which we 
had so fine a prospect on 
our descent from Skard- 
sheidi, we entered Reyk- 
holts-dalr, or the vale of 
smoke; a name. the place 
well deserves from the number of columnt 
of steam that are to be seen rising on both 
sides of the Reykiadals-aa *. Just at the 

* The river of the reeking valley. 
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mouth of this valley we stopped to rest 
our horses, near a hill from which five or six 
fountains were gushing forth, and forming 
a number of streamlets that poured down 
along every side of the eminence. These I 
had already crossed with the help of a stout 
pair of shoes, and was standing by one of 
the apertures, when a little English dog, 
that had accompanied me on this excursion, 
came running towards me through the scald-* 
ing fluid, unconscious of the heat of the 
water. His howling soon made known the 
pain the poor animal suffered, and so alarmed 
was he ever after at the sight of water, that 
it was with the greatest difficulty he could 
be induced to cross a cold river, nor would 
he do it till we had gone so far that be was 
fearful" of being lost; «o that, for some time 
subsequent to this accident, we were, obliged 
to carry him over the numerous torrents we 
had to pass. From thelse springs, which 
seem to be what are described in the Voy- 
age en Islandcy under the name of Tungu- 
h ver *, we passed on to those of Aahver, 

* Tyw of the springs of Tungu-bver have been as- 
certained by Sir George Mackenzie to throw up their 
waters alternately in a very remarkable manner. Qf 
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the situation of which is truly remarkable. 
They issue from a solid rock *^ as £ir as I caii 

this peculiarity I was ignorant myself^ nor per!iapt 
Uneie my friends, who conducted ine ihut, acqiaditted 
With the &ct. I must refiir my readers for a very ia- 
terestii^ description and view of this spot to tlie pages 
of the gentleman just mentioned. 

* The authors of the Voyage en Islande seem to 
consider this rode fiirmed by a deposition from the 
boiMng waters, which, perhaps, may be the case, though 
the color, wluch, when I saw it, was almost entirely of a 
reddish brown, does not exactly accord with their de- 
scription. Ther^were, indeed, some patches of a whitiih 
substamce, tiiat appeared l«> me to originate in a kind of 
bolus, thrown out by the water. *^ Aahver est la seeoade 
source dont on ait connoissance. Sa position la rend 
remarquable, et Ton pent dire qu'il n*y a pas sa pa- 
reille en Islande^ attendu qu*elle coule depuis les Ther* 
mes de Tungu, an milieu du Reikhoitsaa, en prenant 
vers Test. La fbrce incrostative de ses cau^ a Hsrm^ 
peu h pen on rocher qui s*^ve h cinq pieds aurdessus 
de la riviibre. U est d*une telle blancheur, que Ton 
dirait qu*on Ta endui de chaux 3 il est conatitu^ d*iiWe 
concr^iion de thermes, qui a acquis la sohdit^ de la 
pierre. On remarque dans son int^rieur, des petits 
trotts, ou, pour mieux dire^ des petics conduits cmiH)^ 
d'oU jaillissent avec murmure les eaUx bouillantes qui 
partent de son fbnd. Les bords de oes trous sout cofor^ 
en dehors d*un jaiine verdlitre, ce qui provient des Ta- 
peuh sulphureuses.** t, 1. p. "S^O. 



retMmber^ about tw^ty feet in diamifter^ 
^temditig i^^lated neat4y in the middle of 
a widi^ and cold ^tream^ abovd tbd tevd of 
i^htch it risds to the hetgfit of thte^ or four 
fitet. On the 8«imimit are t«ra aptrtweB, 
each of them a foot or a foot and half in 
width, and from these are almost incessantly 
spontii^ iittle jetd of boiling watery which, 
trickling doWti on one side of the rocfc; unit« 
with the cold stream bdow: there, being 
carried along by the velocity of the current, 
they form a line of heated water^ the extent 
of which may readily be distinguished by 
the little clouds of steam which are continue 
ally issuing from it and floating upon its 
surface. Neglecting other springs of less 
ipaportance^ which^ as we journeyed on^ were 
here and there sending up their columns of 
vapor on each side of us, we hastened for-- 
ward to the Snorralaug, a place of no little 
celebrity in Icelandic story, as having been 
Snorro Sturleson's bath at ReykhoU* This i$ 
one of the most interesting spots in the 
country; not merely on account of its nn- 
merotis hot-springs, and of the superior fer- 
tility of its soil over that of most other 
pirts of the island, but also from its having 
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been formerly the residence of tbe gi^wt 
liistorian of the north *^ from whom the 
bath derives its appellation. It was here 
that, in the early part of the thirteenth C€n- 
toiy, he fixed his abode, after retiring from 



* There is a short account of this celebrated man fn 
Mdlet's Introduction ct VERstoire de DanneiMtre, Bte.j 
aiid> perhaps> I cannot do better than ejLtiact a: portion 
of what is there said concerning him^ in the words of 
his translator^ from the second volume of the, Northern 
Antiquities, pages 22 and 23. '^ The famous Snorro 
Sturleson was born in the year 1179, of one of the most 
illnstrious families in bis country^ where he twice held 
the dignity of first magistrate, having been the supreme 
judge of Iceland in the years 1215 and 1222. He was 
also employed in many important negociations with the 
Kings of Norway, who incessantly strove to subdue that 
island, as being the refuge of their malcontent subjects.. 
Snorro, whose genius was not merely confined to 
letters, met at last with a very violent eod, He was 
^sassinated in the night that he entered into his sixty- 
second year, anno 1241, by a faction of which he was 
the avowed enemy. We owe all that is rational, certain, 
and connected in the ancient histoiy of these va$t -coun- 
tries, to his writings, and especially to his Chronology 
of the Northern Kings. There ixins through this whole 
work so much clearness and order, such a simplicity of 
tftyle, such an air of truth, and so much good sense, as 
ought to rank its author among the best historians of 
that age of ignorance and bad Oste. He was alsQ i^ 
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the fatigues of his' public duties^ and de- 
voted his time to the improvements of his 
farm and the composition of his numerous 
worksj as well poetical as historical. Here» 
too, in the turbulency of those barbarous 
ages, he fell a victim to a midnight assassin^ 
and here he was buried in some part, as 
it is believed, of the present churchyard, 
though, the pastor assured me, the precise 
spot is not known, iior*s there a vestige of 
any monument to lead to its discovery. The 
only probable conjecture to be formed is, 
that he . lies in that portion of the ground 
which is still called Sturlunga-Reitur, be- 
. cause, to use the words of Olafsen and Po- 
velsen; "c'est U que sont enterr^s les dif- 
f^rens membres de cette famille et quelques- 
uns de leurs domestiques. " The church of 
Reykholt is of modern date, as is also part of 
the hous^e of the clergyman which adjoins 
it; but some ancient rude carvings^ of figures 
in wood, which are still very visible upon 

poet> aod his verses were often the entertainment of 
the courts to which he was sent. , It was, doubtless, a 
love for this art which suggested to him the design of 
^ivhdg a new £d(fa> more -useful to the youn^ poets 
-tiwt that of 9s&mund. *' 
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the latter over the entrance of the door, ind 
other appearances of antiquity about it, ren- 
der it probable that a portion of the dwelling 
has actually existed from the days of the 
historiah. Very near the parsonage is a 
circular grassy mound of earth, flat on the 
summit, and evidently, to judge from the 
sound caused by stamping with the foot, . 
hollow within; butjvhat this formerly was, 
or to what use it could have been applied, 
is at present wholly unknown.' It has 
hitherto been suffered to remain entire, from 
some superstitious notions of the natives, 
who conceive that it was probably the spot 
where Sturleson Was murdered, and that 
the disturbing of it would also disturb the 
manes of their learned countryman. It is 
far from unlikely that a slight tinge of this 
superstition affected the mind of the fate 
incumbent of the living, who had just 
breathed his last before our arrival; since 
during his life he had constantly resisted the 
entreaties of the Etatsroed to have the 
mound opened, a thing that his less scrnpu- 
lous successor promised should soon be done. 
At the distance of a few paces from this 
mound is th« Snorralaug, a perfectly circa- 



lar aperture, about twenty feet in dhmetet 
and four or five feet deep, out in the side of 
a small hill, and walled round with square 
pieces of rock, not joined by any eement, 
but neatly placed together, so as to present 
a very even surface. The floor is paved with 
the same materials, and about a foot and a 
half of the lower part of the wall projects 
into It, so as to form a bench all round, 
where twenty or thirty persons may, with 
more convenience than cleanliness, bathe at 
once. The boiling fountain in the immediate 
vicinity, called Skribia ^, affords at all times 
an abundant snppl jr of hot water for the bath, 
into which it is conveyed through long 
wooden troughs. By means of a transverse 
board, moving npon a pivot, the water may 
be directed to the bath, or turned off to 
another course, after a sufficient quantity has 
been admitted; and, for the purpose of re- 
ducing the temperature of this Water to the 
wishes of the persons about to bathe, a cold 



* Near the source of this spring and attached to the 
inside of the wooden troug:hs^ I met with many speci- 
mens of Jntfioceros punctatus, flolirishing ih a very 
jgreat degree of heat. .» * 
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stream^ from an adjoining springs is, also^ 
by a similar contrivance, conveyed to the 
basin, as often as is desirable. 0y drawing 
a plug from a small diagonal opening in the 
bottom of the bath, next the lowest side of 
the hill, the water, after being used, is suf- 
fered to run off, and the place is again fit for 
the reception of other visitors* In the time 
of Snorro Starleson, no doubt^ this bath was 
irequented by the healthy for the sake of 
cleanliness and luxury, sis ^e\l as by the . 
sick, for the cure of various complaints ; but 
now it is scarcely ever used, except for 
the purpose of washing clothes or of bend- 
ing wood and hoops for casks, and we con- 
sequently found it in a most filthy condition. 
The Sweating-house *, as it is called, situated 
about a mile from this bath, is another place 



* Tbe following mode of heating rooms in use 
among the Icelanders^ as related by Arngrim Jonas, may 
well be considered as a yapor*bath, and deserves to be 
noticed here. Speaking of the turf for burning, Arn- 
grim Jonas says, " (Quanquam i^tur judicarit Plinius 
miseras gentes, qu» ten-am suam urerent : nos contra 
eo nos feliciores ducimus; Deique beneficium hie et 
alibi agnoscimus, quibus fbmes igniarius et cremandi 
materia non mi^o constet ; qua re ad frigoris intern- 
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that was erected in former times for persons 
afflicted with different diseases^ but now 
serves merely for drying the clothes of a 
neighboring peasant. It is a small turf 
building erected over a subterraneous boiling 
stream, which is covered with so thin a stra- 
tum of stone that the dry heat arising from 
it is very considerable, and soon throws into 
a most profuse perspiration any person who 
will be at the trouble of creeping into this 
confined room, as I did, upon their hands 
and knees, through a narrow and low pas- 
sage, about five or six yards long. The 

periem tircendam^ prseter alio3 usus satis notos> incolae 
tumme indigebant ^ praesertim hyemalibus temporibus^ 
quibus hypocausta et fornaces ia usu, saxo et petris 
congestae^ per quas flamma facile erumperet ; quse quani- 
primum ignis vi penitus essent excal facts, cumque jam 
defiunasset hypocaustuiu, frigida camini saxis candent* 
ibus aspergebatuP} quo pacto calor sese }>er universam 
donuiiD efficaciter diffundere solet 5 qui sic etiara pariete 
et tecto cflespititio optime conservatur. Memini au- 
tem, me balnea publica excalfaciendi similem rationem 
apud extraneos alicubl observare.*' — A curious account 
of this manner of bathing may be seen in JcerbVs Tra- 
vels, where it is said that the natives of Finland have small 
houses built on purpose for the bath, and that they 
remain in the vapors for half sunt hour or an hour in 
the same chamber^ heated to the 70th or 75th d^rec 
•f Celsius. 
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closeness of the place^ the heat^ and th? 
fmell of the clothes^ soon induced me to 
retreat^ and^ having now seen what was most 
worthy of attention in the ralley of smoke *, 
we turned towards Hvamore, takings how- 
ever^ a different route from that by which 
we had come in the morning. In our way, 
we stopped a few minutes at the house of a 
priest of the name of Joneson, where I was 
agreeably surprised at the sight of a jar of 
water filled with the charming flowers of 
Epilehium frigidum ^9 FL Scand. a beau* 

* One would suppose that the quantity of steam 
must be greater than it really is for it to produce an 
' efiect. which is mentioned in the Voyage en lilande* 
" la. fumee et les vapeurs contiauelles quis*el^vent dans 
Tair^ occasionnent beauc'oup de pluies dans le pays : fl 
en tombe m^me fr£quemment dans les plus beaux temps 
de soleil^ mais 'elles ne durent gubres^ parcequ*elles ne 
Tienuent que d*un nuage qyi 8*est ^lev^ avec precipita- 
tion | il se peut n^nmoins que la chdte d*une pareille 
Tapeur de nuages^ ne provienne que de la l^bret^ 
de Fair. " torn. i. p. 237: 

t This plant does not always, as Mi*. Salisbury s^uis 
to think, grow in maritime situations. The spot where 
I met with these specimens was at some distance from 
the sea, and those which I found in the chasm, at the 
foot of Skoul-a^fiel, could not be less than ten or twelve 
miles from the coast. 
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tiliil figure of which has been given by 
Mr. Salisbury in the Paradism Londinerms 
under the name of Chamcenerium haUmifo^ 
Hum. Our host informed us he had found 
them on the side of Hvitaa^ and I therefore 
hastened thither, and gathered a number of 
fine specimens of this splendid plant, the 
most striking vegetable production of lee* 
land. I had previously seen it, though in a 
lass forward and luxuriant state. During 
our stay here^ some people who had been 
requested by the Stiflsamptman to procure 
me specimens of the minerals of the coun-» 
try, brought me a number of different kinds, 
among which were several large pieces of 
Obsidian and some fine Zeolites. Late in 
th^ evening, after a most interesting ride 
tbroii^h a comparatively populous and fertile 
tract of country, we returned to our hospi* 
table abode at Hvamore, where we rested, and 
yy^^ early the following morning bade 
August 4. fope^eii to the Amptman's family, or 

rather to a part of it; for he himself and his 
eldest sou had offered to accompany us to 
Inderholme, and thence to Reikevig. To 
vary in some measure our ride^ and give 
ua ma opportunity of seeing muore of the 
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forest at the foot of Skardsheidi^ we pro^ 
posed going round the base of the mountain 
instead of crossing it. In a short time we 
reached the shore of Borgafiofd^ and con- 
tinued upon a black beach of decomposed 
rock^ as fine as sand^ but more firm to the 
horses* feet^ till^ finding ourselves in a line 
with the wood, we turned from the water's 
side, and, without much difficulty, pene- 
trated to the centre of the forest, where 
grew the loftiest of the trees that it was 
composed of, some of which were certainly 
larger than I had expected to have met with. 
The tallest, or "i am much mistaken, were 
not less than eleven or twelve feet in height, 
and measured at the base five or six inches 
in diameter. In remembrance of the spot, 
I gathered some of the blossoms of the 
birch, which were now expanded, and dif- 
fused around us an agreeable fragrance that 
I never thought to have enjoyed in Iceland^ 
while under our feet Festuca vivipara and 
other grasses, with Silene acaulis and abun- 
dance of the elegant Polypodium Dryopteris 
formed a rich carpet that almost niade me 
forget the desart scenery which was on every 
side of us. That I might be able.to tell my 
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friends on my return to England that I hud 
6aten my dinner in an Icelandic forest/ the 
Amptman spread a cloth^and produced some 
runl and prbvisions that he had brought With 
him fot the purpose, of which we partook; 
protected by the shade of the birch-trees 
from the rays of the sun, though not fronl 
any heat which these rays would have af» 
£:>rded; for the cold was still trery severe, 
and it was but a short time after our sylvan 
repast^ before we had to ride a considerable 
lettgth of way in the midst of a heavy fell 
of show* Oil coming out from the wood and 
looking up to a part of Skardsheidi that was 
below even the height that we had crossed 
but a few days before, we could clearly 
discover the currents of water, which, we 
had seen ruti down the almost perpendicular 
parts of the mountain, already in a congealed 
dtate, and forming so many broad lines of 
«oKd ice, the appearance of which^ upon the 
black face of the naked rock, was no less 
curious than interesting, at such a season 
of the year. As we approached the shore 
again, we came among a vast number of 
huge stones, scattered at various distances 
abofut a great plain, «o mucfh frequetited by 
VOL. I. y 
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eagles^ that at one view we remarked no less 
than five of these birds perched upon the 
rocks at a small distance from us, and so 
fearless were they of strangers that I was 
able to ride within thirty or forty yards of 
one pair without their ofiering to move. 
The unevenness of the country did not ad- 
mit of a nearer approach, and I had there- 
f<M« no other means of trying the extent of 
their self-confidence, except by uiging my 
dog to go up to them, and him they sufiered 
to come within a distance of scarcely moK 
than twenty yards, before his barking at 
length compelled them to take flight. Both 
tiiese binls and the rarens do much mischief 
to the flocks of sheep, particularly in the 
spring, by carrying away the young lambs* 
We still continued along the shore, and, in 
our way, rode at the foot of a most romantic 
difli broken into a variety of picturesque 
forms, and here and there adorned with tufts 
of birch and various kinds of willows, While 
the numerous rills of water, which poured 
down the sid^, afibrded nourishment loa 
thick covering of moss, that added a ricboesa 
to the coloring. On liiis grew the beautifiil 
EpiMmm angustifoKum, and I ako ga- 
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tbered Idgmticum seoticum, thpugh with 
it9 iQwers sei^rcely expanded. Soon sifter, 
among sQine loos^^il by the side of a river, 
I found the Papaver nudicaule in fall flower. 
G»rly in the ^flernoon we reached Leera, 
where our friend, the Sysselman, who \f as in 
^s:peotation of us, fifterward$ joined our little 
party to Beikeyig. |ri the evening, • as we 
aj^rpached Inderholme, we saw, at a consi- 
derable distance, entering the Bay of Faxa- 
fiord, a large three-masted vessel, which the 
Etatsroed supposed might be an American, 
that wi|s expected to arrive with provisions. 

« 

satuiday, My luggagc and horses having, as 
Augusts, above-mentioned, been previously 
sent to Reik^vig by land, the Etatsroed, the 
Amptman, the Sysselman, and myself, ac« 
companied by the eldest sons of the two 
former, embarked on board a six-oared boat 
to cross the bay for the name place* In cour ' 
formity with a custom generally prevalent 
HI Iceland, previously to making an aqnatic 
excursion, all the crew took off their hats 
and restied a few moments upon their oars, 
while they offered up a silent ejaculation to 
Heaven for a prosperous voyage. A light 
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breeze, assbted by the oars, soon carried us 
away from the shore, and we enjoyed, as 
we passed along, a fine view of the moun- 
tains at the head of Hval-fiord, and even a 
distant glimpse of Geitland-J5kul. At one 
time, a large shark rose so near the boat as 
to cause some little alarm ; but the Etatsroed, 
who was at the helm, quickly made signal 
to the boatmen to pull more briskly, by 
which means we soon saw the animal astern 
of our vessel, where he continued some time 
in sight, alternately plunging and rising to . 
the surface of the water. A pleasant passage 
of about twenty miles from Inderholme 
brought us to the shores of Reikevig, 
and I here learned that the vessel, which 
we had obsarved the evening before en- 
tering the Bay, was the Talbot sloop of 
war, commanded by the Honorable Alexander 
Jones. She had for some little time been 
cruising off Iceland, in the course of which 
she had made a landing on the south coast, 
'and had entered the bay of Havnfiord. From 
this place the captain had proceeded with- 
out loss of time to Reikevig harbor, that he 
might have an opportunity of ascertaining 
more correctly the facts cocinected with a 
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revolution in the government, of which he 
had heard at the former place, but had 
received only a short and unsati9factory 
account. The consequence of these enquiries 
was his issuing orders, that the persons, prin- 
cipally concerned in bringing about this 
change of afiairs, should with all possible 
expedition proceed to £ngland, where a full 
account of all the transactions was to be laid 
before the British government* From this 
time, therefore, my researches in Iceland 
^ may be regarded as nearly at an end ; and, 
though various circumstances prevented the 
sailing of our Vessel until the twenty-fifth of 
August,* yet the daily, and sometimes hourly, 
expectation of being called on board, pre- 
vented my making any excursion to a distance 
from Reikevig. Much of this time was spent 
in short, but, from the genend barrenness of 
the soil. Usually unproductive botanical walkf 
in the vicinity of Reikevig; and a portion, 
also, in balls and festivities ^, as well on board 

* These eatertainmeats were common^ indeed> on 
almost eveiy day of the Week> but yrere scarcely ever 
omitted on a Sunday evenings a custom^ I believe* 
prevalent wheresoever the Lutheran Religion is esta- 
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the Talbot^ as in the t&wn, or in Visits to 
the Stiftsamptman at VidSe, and to Doctor 
Clog, the chief physiciari of the island^ \¥fao 
lived at an excellent house at Noes-gaard> 
where we were sure to meet from him and 
his lady with a kind and hospitable rtcep* 
tion. My memory no farther enables me to 
continue my journal in any thing like a 
regular manner^ but^ even had this been the 
case, yet still such would be found the un^ 
interesting nature of the events that hap:- 
pened^ except, indeed, those political ones , 
that are more ftiliy detailed in the Appendil: 
A, that they could ifibrd but little amuse^ 
ment. I therefore have less reason f6r regr^ 
at having lost this part of my iM>tei^> and I 
proceed to a brief recital of such matter as 
fell under my own personal observation, but 
has been omitted to be noticed in the course 
of my journal ; conceiving that it may be 
of service in adding somewhat to our know- 
ledge of the natural history of the island. 

bKshed. The Icelandic Ssbbath colnmences> actbr^t^ 
to the Ecclesiastical Laws of tbe is]and> at dx o*clock 
on the Saturday eveaiii^/and terminates at the sane 
hour on the Sunday. 
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My inclination rather than my abiHty 
leads me in the first place to offer a few re- 
marks on the botany and zoology of the coun- 
try. * In these two great kingdoms of nature, 
perhaps it would be difficult to find any spot 
of land^ of an equal extent, in a similar 
degree of latitude, which can lay claim to so 
small a number df species. The arctic 
regions of Norway, Lapland, and the Russian 
Empire, are comparatively rich in these de- 
partments; a circumstance most probably 

to be attributed to their warmer summers, 

• 

and to the undisturbed state of the soil. In 
«pite of this, however, a botanist, coming 
from the more temperate climate of Great 
Britain, will still meet with many vegetable 
productions that will interest him, such as 
Azmlea procumbens, Cardamine hastuhta, 
of English botany, Rubus saxatilisy Erigeron 
alpifmm^ Saxifraga nivalis, ritmlariSf cer^ 
nuAy and oppositifbliuy Silene dcaulis, Ve^ 
ronica alpina and frutieulosa, vnth many 
other species, which be has been accustomed 
to see only on the summits of his loftiest 
monntains, but which will here be found 
growing in the plains and vallies, and near 
the shores of the sea. Ranunculus lapponi- 
€uSy glacialis^ and hyperhoreus, Eriopfuorum 
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capitatum^ Kofdgia islandica, Gentianm te* 
nella, detonsa ^the ciliata of Returns) y and 
aurea, Andromeda , ht/pnoides, Chamcme-^ 
rium hahmifolium, Angelica Archangelka, 
Lychnis alpina, Papaver nudicaule, Drqba 
contorta of Retzius, Orchis hyperhorea^ 
Carex Bellardi, Salix Lapponum, aad otfa^ 
plants peculiar to high northern latitudes^ 
together with some^ as yet undescribed^ will 
likewise offer theqiselves for his examination^ 
and afford him a pleasure, of which no one^ 
but a naturalist^ can form an idea^ as well as 
what is happily termed by Doctor Smith 
one of the highest s^ources.of gratilBcation 
attending npon this and siqoilar pursuits;, 
^^ the anticipatioi^ of the pleasure he may 
have to bestow on kindred minds with his 
own^ in sharing with them his cliscovenea 
and his acquisitions." * But a richer field is 
open before him in the class Cryptoga^un. 
The Muscplogia of the country, is litXle 
known^ and I am sure^ fro^i what, I n(iys$lf 
foi^nd^ that many new and rare speciep 
wduld reward a careful search ampng this 
txibe^ though^ like me^ he might seek iix 

f Pi^face to the JntrodueHon (o Bo^aity^ 
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vain far the magnificent Splachaa of the 
Norwsegian and Lapponian AIps^ ^ruhrum 
and luteum, two plants that I had most 
earnestly reckoned upon gathering. Tor- 
tula tortuosa, Catharinea kercynica and 
glabrmfa, with Poh/trichum sescangtdare, 
the latter always barren, as in ScotIand| 
Buxbmmia foliosa, Dkranum pusillum, 
Hypnum revohensy Silesianumy and Jf/o- 
mentosumy Meesia dealbatay Conostotnum 
borealcj Splachnum vasculosum and urceola^ 
turn, Trichostomum ellipticum, Fontinalis 
sgtui^Aosa and falcata, both abundantly 
provided with Gap$ules, and Mncafj/pta aU 
pina, as well as many other mosses, which I 
caimpt wjlii any degrw of certainty how call 
to my remembrance, are met with upon the 
lava, in the morasses, or in the rapid torrents. 
Most of the known alpine species of Jun^ 
germannia are also natives of Iceland, and 
some new ones, the loss of which I pe- 
culiarly regret. Of Lichens there are com- 
paratively but>few, as, indeed, may reason- 
ably be expected from the extreme scarcity 
of trees, to which so many of them are 
exclusively attached; and even the rocky 
#pecies are far from abounding; the lava^ 
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which covers so great a proportion of 
the island^ being eminently unfavorable to 
the growth of them. On the primitive 
moantains I observed the more common 
crustaceoQs Lecidece and Parmelite, with 
some others unknown to me^ which liie ex* 
ceeding severity of the weather prevented 
my examining carefully in their places of 
growth^ and the exceeding hardness of the 
stone equally prevented my getting speci- 
mens of. The perennial snows that cap the 
higher hills, forbid any of them to grow on 
very high elevations, as in more temperate 
climates: in the plains Boeomyces rangu 
ferirmsy so useful in Lapland as the food 
of the rein-deer, is found in the greatest 
profusion and luxuriance ; and the singularly 
elegant Cetraria nivalis, which is almort 
equally abundisint, though always barren, 
makes amends by its beauty for t^e absence 
of a greater variety of species. The shores 
of the island are too much exposed to the 
most heavy and tempestuous seas, to sufRar 
the more delicate species of submersed 
Algos to attach themselves to the ixx^ks, 
and the violence of the surf prevents such 
as come from more sheltered spots from 
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being thrown uninjui^ upon th^ beadh. 
Vb)CB I saw none^ except U. lactuca and 
uMUieaHsy and among Fksei F. ramenta^ 
ceUs was the only bne which c^me undef 
iby observation^ that has not a place in th6 
British list* With the largeir kinds eih^ 
ployed in the making of k^Ip the rod^s 
every where abound^ and ' I should think 
that the advanti^es resulting from the ma^- 
nu&citure of this article^ which i^ carried on 
in Scotlaiid to such a great extent^ Mid hto 
proved 8o enormous a source of w^tb to 
many of the Hebrides^ might, also> with the 
festering aid of a benevolent and libek-al go^ 
Vemment be extended to the wretched Icet- 
kfaders, who'have samueh greater need of it. 
A plants whidi has been found in Laplund, 
and which Doctor Wahlenberg, in a letter 
to Mr. Dawson Turner^ calls Rkmlaria cy^ 
Undrica * of his MSS., is extremely com- 
mon in the rivers and fresh-water lakes of 
Iceland, but appears to me to have no 
nearer » affinity to the genus BAmhria, 
than it' has to Conferva^ to which latter 
Doctor Roth has lately referred a plant foiv 

* See page 96 of this work. 
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merly known under the name of Ulva bt^ 
bricaf with whichj in its texture and the 
disposition of its seeds^ it appears exactly 
to coincide. It extends from three inches 
to as many feet in lengthy unbranched^ and^ 
as its name implies^ cylindrical^ forming 
an uniform tube^ of a pale green color^ 
and thin dcilicate semi*gelatinous sabstance, 
atudded all over with darker green seeds, 
that are almost universally placed in fours, 
standing in small squares. As I have been 
fortunate enough to save specimens of this 
plant,, and a drawing that I made upon the 
spot, I shall, probably, at some future time, 
take an opportunity of making a figure and 
more full description of it public. The 
water of the pools, Ibat have been formed 
in the morasses, by cutting away the turf 
for fuel, generally abounds with our common 
species of Confervce, such as C nitida and 
bipunctata; and a few of our marine ones 
are found in the. basins among the rocks, and 
upon the sea-shores. But other more inte^ 
resting species are met with on spots of 
earth and rock that are heated to a great 
degree, either by the steam of the boiling 
springs or by the waters themselves: most of 



i 
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these seem to belong to the Vaucherian ge- 
aus^ Oscilhttoria. Of Fungi, the island 
can boast but few^ except some Agaricif 
scattered in such small quantities^ that they 
are not used for food^ and Lycoperdon Bo- 
vista, which is found every where. 

The entomological productions of Iceland 
are extremely scanty. A very small col- 
lection of insects^ indeed, rewarded my 
researches in this department of natural his- 
tory, and of these there were none that were 
in the least remarkable for their beauty. 
Some of the L^idopteraus species were new 
to me, among which I think I had five or 
fix nondescript Phalence. No Papilio or 
Sphina:h9^ ever been met with in the coun- 
try. Of Coleopterous insects, there is scarce- 
ly a greater variety; and I saw only a single 
Scdrahaeus, and a very few Curculiones and 
Carabi, most of which, however, to make 
me amends, were such as I was unacquainted; 
with. I,, by mere accident, have still pre* 
served a specimen of an undescribed species 
of Coceinella, which I found killed by the 
steam of one of the hot-springs at the Gey- 
sers: it was the only one ^f the genus that 
occurred to me. 
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The fish of these coasto scarcely at all fell 
under my observation^ so that I have little 
more to remark upon this subject, than that 
thirty-three species are enumerated by Mohr, 
nearly all of which, I believe, are natives of 
our own seas; but of these almost the only 
ones that came to our table, were cod, saltnon, 
and the Thingevalle trout. Herrings I never 
saw, nor are the natives provided with nets 
for catching them. 

Many species of MoUuscas frequent the 
shores, upon which Medusa cmciata is often 
thrown in great quantity, and of a size much 
exceeding what I ever met with in Britain, 
not measuring less than a foot in diameter. 
Shell-^fish are far from abundant in the parts 
I visited, excepting whelks, limpets, and 
hamacles, which latter, as in* England, often 
incrust large masses of rock, and the MytUus 
modioltiSy which is commonly eaten. Ctf the 
more delicate shells I was enabled to gather 
but a very small number. 

The water-birds of Iceland are numerous, 
most of those which migrate in the winter to 
our more southern latitudes coming hece in 



the wmiMr to breeds and no doubt ^Bom^y 
il^w «pecies may be met with; but other 
ocoupati^^s^ aad the fpMt diiSSculty of pro- 
curing specunens in iim cwntry. idid »ot 
permit me to bestow upon tbii^ dep^tftmeot 
tbe atteutiou I could have wiphedt I wap 
fi^imate enough to procure one or tWo ^ 
pareiiftly nondescript species of Anas; and 
a vtrymM ki«d of Phahr^, with Khicfc 
I was unacquainted^ having ^ body scarcely 
larger tl^yao a lafk, was now and then seen 
near Ketkevig; it was i^obably Uie P. gla* 
cUdis of Doctor Latham. 

I need oot here repeat what has alrf ady 
been said In other parts of my journal ne- 
sting the few birds I met with in my ex- 
cu]:6kHci8^ nor the particulars I collected about 
the dder'*duck> whose down %^4^ such :an 
important article of comimerce; but Jl havie 
yet mentioned nothing relative to the Ice- 
laiidie Fuloon, which of all the hawk tribe ^ 
QOiSksid^^ of the greate3t v^ln? in falcpi^ry. 
Thi^ ^nohle bird was, by tl^ colder omitbQlo*- 
^9t^s classed among the varieties «of the 
LioQDsean F0IQO Gyrfckko^ but by Gmeha 
referred to F* icandidpis, in his editk^ fof 1^ 
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Sy sterna Naturce, since which time Dbcfor 
Latham and succeeding writers^ have raised 
it to the rank of a distinct species^ under the^ 
name of F. islandtcus. It possesses a phi* 
mage that varies in the difierent periods of 
its existence still moreremarkably than that of 
other hawks; " and hence,"* as Doctor Shaw 
observes, ^^seems to have arisen the wonderful 
discordance in the descriptions of authors, 
tvhich have at length amounted to so confused 
an assemblage of contradictory characters, as> 
almost to set at defiance all attempts to re* 
concile them." Of the nunoerous varieties^ 
the white is the most rare, and the most 
eagerly sought after by the natives ; all that 
are taken of this color being reserved for the 
King of Denmark, who sets so high a value 
upon them, and so low an one upon the lives 
of his oppressed subjects, that a law has been 
enacted, declaring it death to any man who- 
shall destroy one of these birds. The esti- 
mation they are every where held in has in- 
duced his Danish Majesty to consider them 
worthy of being sent as presents to the dif- 
ferent crowned heads in Europe, and they 
have for many years been appropriated to 
this illustrious purpose. The persons en* 
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^iged in the catching of thenij take them to 
B^ssestedr^ where, they s^re examined ^y the 
king's falconer^ who is sent^ annually, for 
the purpose of procuring a supply of them, 
and brings with him in the vessel live cattle, 
to fomish them with fr^h provisions during 
the passage. If the bird, upon inspection, 
proves not to be' of the proper kind or age, 
it is inimediately killed ; but, otherwise, there 
is, according to Horrebow, a reward of fif- 
teen rix-doUars given for a white falcon, 
and seven- for one of the more common va- 
rieties. Eagles, as already observed, are 
abundant in Iceland; and ravens, the fa- 
vored bird of Odin*, not less so; swans, 

* "The Ratfeu holds the first rank among the land-^ 
birds in the Scandinavian Mythology. We see the use 
made of them by the chieftain Floke, The bards in 
their songs give them the classical attribute of tl^e 
ponmr of pwmg/t, Thu»^ they make Thromundr and 
Thorbiom, before a feudal battle, explain the foreboding 
voice of this bird, and its interest in the field of battle. 

THR. 

'' Hark ! the Ropen'i croak I hear, 
Lo! the Mitl of Ibte is near. 
In the dawn wHk dusky wings 
Hoane the song of dtath shd sings. 

VOL. I, 2 
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shags, corvorants, gulls of diflferent kindb/ 
gannets, stormy petrels, auks^ and puffins, 
are likewise plentiful, and the latter might 
often afibrd the natives a salutary and 
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Thus in days of jore she sang^ 
When the din of battle rang ; 
When the hour of death drew nigh. 
And mighty chie6 were doom'd to die. 

tHOR. 

The Raven croaks) the warriors slafai 
With blood her dusky wings dastain ; 
Tir*d her morning prey she seeks, 
Aod with blood and carnage reeks. 

Thus, perch*d upon an aged oak^ 
The boding bird was heard to croak ; 
When all the plain with blood was spread. 
Thirsting for the mighty dead. 

^< The Raven was also saered to Odin, tbe Mefo and 
God of the North. On the sacred flag of the Danes 
was embroidered this bird. Odin was said always to 
have f)een attended with two, who sate on his shoulders, 
whence he was called the God of Ravens: one was 
styled Huginn or Thought) the oti^r Muninn or Memory. 
They whispered in his ear ^11 theysair^r heard. In the 
earliest dawn he sent them to fly round the world, and 
they returned> J)efore dinner, fraught with int^ligence. 
Odin thus sang their .importance : 



wcfeoiiie meal^ but that^ being destitute of 
fioMrms, they have iio means of killing 
theiii. Hicf egg^ and the feathers of many 
c^ these birds they turn to considerable 
acoodat. Poultry of all kinds are quite un- 
iknown* to^he Icelaodei^^ except that a few 
are; now and th^n conveyed to the country 
by..thd Dhn^y.who are obliged at the same 
timife to bring with them a sufficient supply 
<tf necessary food for their support, the island 
itself fui'nishing none; 

Indigenous quadrupeas, likewise, as has al- 
ready been remarked in a previous part of 
my journal, are wholly wanting. 

' Among the doniesticf animals in the island, 
the dog deserves the first place, not only as the 
companion and solace of 4he natives as well 
as the guard of their houses^ but as being of 



*' Huginn and Muninn, my delight ! 
Speed through the world their daily flight ; 
From their fond lord they both are flown> 
Perhaps eternally are gone. 
Though Hi»ginn*$ low I should deplore. 
Yet Muninn*s would afflict me more.*' 

P^nant*t Arctic Zoology, Introduction, p, 72. 
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essential service in their a^ricQltanli^^pbi^ 
suits^ by keeping the hdrses (lt>m eiMia^ 
the grass intended ^or, hay, and by colleot^ 
ing the sheep scattered over liie tnooalAinlii 
and driving them to the niiMng^^^phua*; 
Hence they abound lliTOiighMt 4he towilfyy 
and few huts are unprovided f^iiStk one 0& tiro 
of them. The Haarhuundiir dt «he lefakn- 
ders (Cants t^foi^^fci^ of sotne aiiUiotrs)v if 
it has not sufficient ebaraeters 'torai&it as 
a species, is at least a very strongly lAarked 

variety; diffisring in mapy points from my , 
of the dogs I have elsewhe;re ^een, but most ' 
nearly approaching the figures and descrip- 
tions that are given u^ of the Gr^nland dog. 1 
It is rather below the middle! sia^, wiell pro- 
portionied in its parts, having a short and a 
sharp nose, much resembling thiit of a fox, 
and sniall erect poicKted eietrs, of virhieh. the 
tips only, especially in the young animal^ 
hang down ; the hair is coarse, straight, and 
thick, very variable in coloi', but most fre- 
quently of a greyish brown; the tail long 
and bushy, and always carried curled over 
the back. The following circumstance con- 
cerning the dogs in Iceland is so extraor- 
dinary, that, had I been the only person who 



witoeMed.. it^ I slxmld scarcely fa^ve tvea* 
^ttf^.t^f relate the an^4qte; but i^y scruples 
.ire'r^mQ!M>'s^s, sa f^^pirom thishayipg been 
:^e .^s$iiJ[,i^8 n<rt.^vfu.0ie first who sj^w it; 
.|i>r iHrKBromiii^i an p^cer of the Xalb9t^ 
:vrhme ill., health cpnfin^ him tp a ^om on 
^fhore^ ijcalled loy .attenf:ion to it, by more 
.tban'Ofioe cemtrbiQgtp tqe that. he had, from 
^ hi* w\B!i0W».\xk tbe iporning of several suc- 
,f!bwiv? doyp^ observed j^ a. cer^in hour a 
numb^ of dogs assQpible near his jbousie, as 
Jf Ipy a pneviottsly concerto^ ; arrangement, 
and,. after performing . a sort of shstf^ fight 
'lor apjpoei time, disperse aiid return to their 
. hdm98« A. desire tp, be an. eye-witness of so 
singular a £idt^ led v^e to go to this gentle- 
man's room onetmpm^Qg^ just a& these aui- 
. mak were aboiU: to jcpUect The spot .tl^ey 
■' frequented was acfosd th^ riy^r, whidi thjere 
are but two ways of passing from the town 
without swimming; the one a br,idge, the 
Pther some stepping-stones, each situated 
at a small distance from the other. By 
both these approaches tp the field, the dogs 
i' belonging to Reikevig were running ,with 
the greatest speed, while their companions 
of the neighboring country were hastening 
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to the place of rendezvous from oHier quar^ 
ters. We counted twenty-five of then)> not 
' all of the true Icelandic stock (the J^oar- 
htiundarjj but some of difierent kinds^ which 
had probably been brought to the country by 
the Danes; and I presmi^ it wiis bne of 
these, much larger and stronger than the 
rest, who placed himself upon an eminence 
in the centre of the crowd. In a few secondsj^ 
' three or four of them left the main body, 
and ran to the distance of thirty or forty 
yards, where they skirmished in a sort of 
sham battle ; after which, one or two of these 
returned, and one, two, or three odiers im- 
mediately took their places: party succeeding 
party, till most, if not all, had had their share 
in the sport. The captain remained station- 
ary. The engagement was in this manner 
kept up by diflferent detachments, the d<^ 
continuing their amusement in perfect play- 
fulness and good humor, though not without 
much barking and noise, for about a quarter 
of an hour, when the whole of them dis- 
persed, and took the way to their respective 
homes in a less hasty manner than they had 
arrived. 
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Four -species of Phoca, are noticed by 

Mohr, in his Natural Histoi^y of Iceland^ 

.p t^^ing found upon the shores of that island. 

The common seal, Phoca vitulina. is ex- 

.tremely abundant, and is killed by the 

natives for the sake both of the skin and the 

oil : of the former they make their shoes and 

.thongs^ a3 well as bags for various purposes^ 

^d an lexcellent kind of portmanteau, which 

jp composed of nearly the whole bide, with 

very little alteration^ except the cutting away 

of the bead and legs; each extremity being 

^fJosed by a flat and circular piece of wood, 

. while the opening made for the purpose of 

skinning the animal is left fot the admission 

of different articles that may be wanted 

• during a journey. It is then fastened behind 

.the saddle upon the hofse^ as a cloak-bag. 

The horses of the Icelanders are small, 
seldom rising above thirteen hands higb> 
^ but strong, and though, for want of a proper 
supply of food> generally in a miserable 
condition during the winters^ when they for 
the most part are kept among the mountains 
to procure their subsistence as they can ; yet, 
iq the summer, when grass is plentiful, they 



344 aUAD&UP£D8. 

are well furnished with flesh, and, if not 
worked too hard, will even grow fat. Every 
Icelander keeps his riding-horse, and many 
of the peasants have, also; from S&y to sixty, 
or even a hundred, others for burthen. These 
of course are useless in the winter, but, as 
soon as the fishieries commence, or the season 
for trade summons thdir masters to Reikevig 
and other ports, they are all called into 
employ, and, if the journey be long, the 
natives with their tents and feimilies lead, 
Uke^e Nomades of old, a truly wandering 
life for nearly the whole suinmer, subject to 
no restraint, but taking up their, abode 
wheresoever a pleiasing spot or a supply of 
grass for their cattle invites them, and neither 
shortening nor protracting their periods of 
rest, by any other consideration, but their 
own inclinations: truly happy, if the happi- 
ness of man consist in his will being his 
law! No wheel carriages of any kind can be 
made use of in the island: every thing is 
therefore transported upon horses, which 
renders a nuiiiber of these animals of the 
greatest importance to those Icelanders who 
live at a distance from the coast. It is stated 
"by Povelsen and Olafsen thstt the price of a 






horse in their time (abcttit 17SO dt 1760)^ 
Varied acto^ing to^itiftgooclnets fromsixto 
eight rix-doUars^ and that it was Mrely 
known diat <me s(A4 for so much^ as ten or 
tweke. Now, hotwi^ery they are* so consides- 
^hly enhanced in price, that I could not buy 
a good ' riding-horse for less ttnui thirtyirix- 
dollars, and I have even known- persons 
refuse one hundred for a yery handsooae one. 
Sir George Mackenzie "(^ was in thi^ respect 
more, fortunate; fot* he states ^at the bag- 
gage-horses he bought ^r his tourt^i^iB^ 
fell JdkttI, a journey of three or fo«r hcnidial 
miles^ cost from eight to ten rix*<ioIlavs each^ 
' and those for the use of himself and ftiends 
abont twelve. He adds, however, imme* 
diately after, that theso were by; no mttam 
of the best description of riding<>hor8e8, biit 
that an exceedingly good horse might, be 
procured for twenty or thirty rix-dollars, ,a 
sum according to the rate of exckai^ at 
that time equivalent to two or three guineas. 

The cows are likewise small, and are seen 
both with and without horns, but generally 

* Travels in Iceland, p. 133. 
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in dm latter state. Almost e?0ry peasant 
ibas fiv<or six of themy.thQugh.he eaii seldpin 
preserve tbe whole, through the lytntefi oa 
account of the. miserably scanty supply oi 
•hay, which it is alone in the. power pf the 
Icelanders to collect from the^r pastures, to 
maintain their stock during the long continu'- 
>aace of tbe season when the ground is covered 
.with snow. It has been, well observed, on 
the subject of this inestimable animiil by the 
writer just quoted, that it. a^BRH'ds the princi- 
pal source of wealth,comfort, a|;id subsistence 
' to the natives. ^^ Milk is almost their only sum- 
.. mer beverage. Whey becomes a wholesome, 
' and to them a pleasant, drink in winter. Even 
"fish itsdf, dieir primary article of food, is 
^scarcely palatable to an Icdand^r. without 
butter ; and curds, eate» fresh in pumdier, 
? and kept through the winter, yield th? most 
:predou8 change .of diet, both £pr health and 
pleasure, which he enjoys, A cow on the 
.fi»rm of the Amptman Stephensen, wie were 
assured, gave regularly every day twenty-one 
quarts of milk. Their value is well known 
and appreciated by the Icelanders, who take 
the greatest care of them throughout the 
winter, and seem to shake off their habitual 
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ij' while emplaned ia gstheriog in 
ihe hay that'is to sopport them tbrpugh.the 
inctemenk^ies of that season/* In years of 
extreme scarcity * the poor beasts arfe led 
with dried fish cut Minall; and the autbotfs 
of the Fin^ge en Islande ttsde it ab'afmst^ 
that theinlmbitantsof.the islands of .Breyde- 
fiord have even been'reduiced toi.tbd neoessify 
of nonriahing them with diy torf. A cow 
. sells, accordihg to the quantity of nulk^sbe 
gives, at from tentp twenty^ and Ifajrty ri!x- 
dollars. ' . 

I have already made mentioh in ^one: pv 
two places of the Icelandic sheep^.alui have 
particularly noticed the smallness of thdr 
size, and the general coarseness of their wool. 
This latter is never shorn, but- is either 
pliicked by hand, or sufiered to £iU off ik 
the early part of the summer. The fillet 

* The lait winter (of 1810) has been peculiarly 8e« 
▼ere in loelaod^ and the cattle reduced to the greatest 
distress lor want of food in almost every part of the 
country. I have been lately informed by Capt. Listen, 
who has returned^ from Reikevig this summer, that during 
the previous winter, even in the town itself, all the 
liorses and cattle were fed with chopped fish. 
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wool 18 extremely fine and shorty bitty as the 
winter approaches^ a longer and coaraer kiifiyd 
18 mixed with it, which is said/ by writers 
on Iceland, to be employed in making 
'buttons and garters at Copenhagen, and to 
be sold for a manufactory of caineFs hair. 
The finest of the Icelandic wool is selected by 
tile merchants at CSopenhagen, and consider^ 
Ikr superior to the best that 2^1and pno- 
doces* In the neighborhood of Reikevig^ 
iheep sell at from three to four dollars a 
head^ but in the interior of the country they 
may be bought at very much less. I have 
paid one dollar for a good sheep, and the 
peasant has been more than Mtisfied* For a 
lamb of a moderate size, two marks (is. 4d.) 
' is a fair price. These animals- seem to. be 
fi>nd of intrious species of sea-woed, which 
' tiiey eagerly devour mt the ebb tide upon 
■ the shores; but it is only when they are 
greatly distressed for other food, that the 
natives ^ve Ihem the refuse of the stoik and 
wdff»fish. They are i^lso said at those times 

« 

to' feed them with small narrow jpieces cut 
: from the belly of the shark. 






Crbats, which ikrere formerly abundant i 
•island;^ aw liow but seldom seen, and^ I 



lleyie^ Mr«.pi!Hi(9(p|i^y c<Nafin«4 to th^iniit^erii 
tod/eMfew p^xU of the; island^ ^vJtiere nqoi^ 
fiynnen, ketp. small £k)cks;Qf thi^m*. To ^udge 
fiom the dcins tli4t J f^rocuied of two of tbes^ 
^aiimls^ tb^y arrive, at a largQ aiae^ and^ £roi|i 
tb^r te3(trefli0. hardiness, I should have sup^ 
pkMd: they^jW^^uld ba^yf^ ' answered well to an 
Iwbvidk: peai 8i9t l^eij^rde^r I have already 
noticed; fs lining greatly iiicreoBed in the 
mcAintalnoiis and hfi^ frequented districts, i 
luuL there, is ceasoti to hppe^ that at some fatum 
period, they. may be of real importance to the 
Icelanders^ • Hcgt are no whef^e jbo be m^t 
wi&, the country unfortunately furnisbinjg 
m> food for tbeir suppprt 

t 

. The dark niglits which iinmediately pre- 
ceded ouif departure firom Icieland gave me an 
opportonity of seeii^ the Aurora Borealis 
4n a d^ee df pirfi^ction unknown tp the iBr 
habitants cf milder climates^ ^tiongh, aocpnl- 
ing to the ire|x>rt of the nathresy it was j^ven 
tiben very much inferior to what it ap|iears 
in the still . darker and . I6nger eveningp of 
winter. I do not at all recollect observing 
the li|ht occupying any of the northern 
hemisphere^ but various parts of the ^ast, 
west^ and south were frequently illuminated. 
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Its color was of a paler ye^loW than wtest I 
had b^en'accttstomed to see either In England 
or the north of Scotland^ and its* figure moet 
variable ; sometimes extending in one nantm 
line apparently half-way aoross the heavens y 
then rapidly expanding in width and <kiii* 
tracting in lengthy altering in form ancE^brii^ 
liancy every moment. Sometimes, tiM/ these 
meteors are confined to one single spot, 
while at other times they are seen in many 
difierent parts at once, but shifting their situ** 
ations every instant. Upon this subject, 
Povelsen and Olafsen, whose opportunities 
of making remarks were so greatly superior 
to mine, at the same time thiat they confirm 
my observation how extremely variable the 
Aurora Borealis is in Iceland in its form 
and liituatioo, add, that it is not l^s so in 
the periods of its appearing. They say^ it is 
rare to see it illuminating the horizon withr 
out at the same time being sensible of an 
evident unsteadiness in it; and tibat it oi^en 
exhibits the vartdus hues of red, yellow, 
^^n, and purple, now flickering with an 
undulatory motion, and now shooting out 
into lengthened straight lines, (en f<irme de 
►fusiJes*.) . . 
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t forbear to speak of the raineraloirr «( the 
Ma«d, beca„« B,y ig«ir^ TSat im- 
portant branch of natural histdry would pre- 
vent my being able to oflfeir any remarks 
&rtber than I could collect ^ from other 
authors. Few countries^ perhaps^ present 
so intereattng a field- for the geologist. 

While waiting for the sailing of the ship, 
one of my little excursions in the neighbor- 
hood of fieikevig led me to Bessestedr, about 
eight or nine miles distant, a place that was 
for a long time the residence of the governors 
of the country, but is tiow only remarkable 
for having one of the neatest churches I any 
where saw, and a Latin schoiol, the only one 
in the islaifid. On this account, I maybe 
the more readily allowed, in addition t6 
what I have to offer from my- own obser-i 
vation,. to enlarge upon its history, with 
which I am furnished by Mr. Jorgensea) 
who accompanied me in this expedition; 
The building itself is of stone, ^nd tolerably 
good, having of late undergone considerable 
reparations, but the filtb within can scarcely 
be exceeded by the worst of die poor*houses 
in oUr Country. A staircase, encrusted* with 
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a thick coat of dirt, led us into a bedHroom, 
vrhich was. even in a still worse state ef 
nastiness. The bedsteads were merely ele- 
vated frames, x>r rather boxes, of wood,, 
filled with heaps of the sea-grasswrack, 
Zostera marina, gathered from the ne^h- ^ 
boring shores, which, with the exception of 
two extremely coarse woollen rugs, consti- 
tuted the sole furniture of the beds. In each 
of these, three boys slept, so that there were 
only eight beds for twenty-fpqr scholars. 
The excessive closeness of this place, and the 
horribly offensive smell, which was scarcely 
bearable, urged us to hasten forward to th^ 
library, a small and dirty room, in which a 
number of booksi' principally in Latin and 
Gre^k, many of them on theological subjects^ 
were. lying in great confusion. The college 
neverthele^, possesses able teachers in tiici 
two Jonesons. There were, originally, two 
schools of this description in Iceland, the one 
at Holum, the other at Skalholt; in the 
former, of which sixteen scholars, and in the 
latter twenty»four, were educated; and pror 
vided with board, loflging, clothes, and every 
necessary, and the expences were defrayed 
out of the revenu^fs of the estates belonging 



^ the two ^pisQop^ gees. In tbe year 1785, 
llie king ordered the estete bdongipg ttf 
Skalholt to be sold hy ^uctioQ, and thi^ 
money to be deposited 19 ^ chesty called 
Jor4ebog*8 CB^m, jrom which the bighop 
and^ twc^ers were thenceforth to receive 
their annual salaries. The school yms then 
remoy^ to Bessestedr^ and eaph of the 
scholars allowed a yearly stipend of twenty-^ 
fire ^ix-dollajr^f in lieu of dothes^i food^ 
Washings &c. In 1 801, in a ^similar manner^ 
the estajte bekMiging to Holum was sold^ the 
Qidney paid into the same funds, wd the 
two ichpols incorporated into one> at which, 
however, even in the ftrst instance, no more 
than thirty boys were educated; and that 
nliiohef was soon after reduced to twenty- 
four as it now remains* This reduction was, 
in all probability, caused by the increasing 
prices of provisions, which render^ it ne^ 
oessary that an additional stipend should be 
paid for each boy; and the allowance wa^ 
accordingly raised to forty, and afterwards 
to uxty, rix^doUars ; but even this is lur 
from being found sufiicient. Their fpod ip 
almost as ordinary as. that of th^ poorer 
prasantry, consisting principally of dried 
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354 "BfiSSEStEDR. 

fish^ sour butter^ and now and then motion. 
Among the improvements^ which it \fto 
Mr. Jorgensen's intention to have made in 
the island, had he been permitted ta have 
retained his office as governor, that of bet- 
tering the miserable condition of the scho- 
lars at Bessestedr was not the least merito- 
rious, or of the least importance. He had 
appointed Bishop Videlinus, Provst Mag- 
nussen, Assessor Emersen, and himself, di- 
rectors of the schocj, and ordered that one 
or other should attend for a few hours every 
day. A thousand dollars were immediately 
advanced for the purchase, of more whole- 
some provisions than the bojrs had been 
accustomed to, and the house was directed 
to be thoroughly cleaned and white-washed : 
during the time required for which, the 
scholars were all sent home to their parenjts, 
who were allowed sufficient money for their 
daily maintenance. A quantity of linen, 
cloth, and other necessaries were purchased 
to provide the boys with clothes, shirts, &c., 
and proper bed-places were ordered to be 
made, so that only one lad ^should sleep in 
each. Bed-clothes and sheeting were pre^ 
pared, and every thing done that could tend 
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to the health; the comfort, the happitiess, or 
the clelainliness of the boys : additional sala** 
ries, also, were given: to the lecturers and 
tochers. * Whether or not these alterations 
were continued after Mr. Jorgensen left the 
island, I cannot pretend to say, but, ifi all 
probability, the school at Bessestedr^ like 
dther things, weht oni in its old course* 
We are not, however, to judge of the state 
of literature and learning in the island; from 
the small number of boys who receive a 
classical education at the school of Besses- 
tedr* Many obtain a very considerable share 
of knowledge in the Latin and Greek lan- 
guages, and becomte good scholars, who have 
never entered its walls. * An attachment to 
reading and study, if not a necessary con- 
sequence of the long winters, which for 
many months immure the natives almost 
entirely in their houses, is certainly ma- 
terially increased by that circumstance; it 
being impossible to find the comforts of so- 
ciety in so scanty a population, and the 
enjoyment derived from literary pursuits 
being the only resource left them against 
the tediousness of so dreary a confinement. 
The sagas, or ^traditional histories of the 



country, are wdl known to the lower nuifcf 
of people, and the comparatiyety few. whQ 
are not abte to read, eommit them to wm^ 
mory ; the delight of a winter*^ evening in 
loeland being fyf tbe old to rq^t tbem t» 
their infant posterity, by whiob mean^ ik^ 
are ^pi^nually handed down from genefih 
tion to generation, aa the Foepaf of Odsian 
among the natives of the Hdbride^. Thl4t 
learning in Iceland has been in a atattf «f 
decline for some centuries paat la aUowed 
even by the present inhabitants ; bttt tfaiire 
are still among them able scholan mid great 
theologians who would do honor to any age 
or country. Poetry is to &b <by mvdb 
cultivated, and it is customary, a» often aa 
stmngers of rank visit the island and wofyi 
upon i1^ or upon its inhabitants, any sigiidi 
bmefit, to cdebrate thdbr actions in poena 
written upon the occasion. The liberality 
of Sir Joseph Banks, whidi I have so to* 
peatedly had occasion to maaitioni has enr* 
abled me to offer to my readers f teme ^ 
their Latin versions of poems of this 4^ 
seription, together with one or two spe* 

* See AppendUac b. 
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Iktte fMn pdMietil tatent hus sufl^ed Irfr a 
id^ df ndtfrljr fcvty ^^earft^ sinee tbe period 
ist ^ Jo^ph Bsnks^ vr«it^ wilt be seen Irjr 
llid k&t artide of the mme AppMilifx> wher^ 
C^ptflifi Joneii ha» kindly permilted tne to 
kmvt iAte ode written and presented' t^ him, 
bf an emtnMt seholafr of tbe pr^iavt da^, 
Flnnitr Mspmett^ wbidh has beeii already 
noticed at page 41 of tfai9 jontnaK 

Pipetiottfily t^ our depffirttlre ftom^ leeknd, 
another change in the government took 
^^ce^ which will be more falty detailed in 
€tie Append A.> before alluded to; yet, 
«everlhelf9ds,i a« I have, in the early part of 
my narrative, notieed tbe seizure and depo»* 
iition of Connt Tramp, and the elevation 6f 
Bf r# Jof^neen to the dignity of Stiftsarapt- 
man, it may not be improper h€te to add, 
diat an i^reetnent wa^ now entered into be^ 
t#een Captain Jones, IVfr. Phelps, and the 
pnneipal Icelanders, by which it was settled 
dhat.tine former govemment sould be restored, 
and tfmt it sboakl be heM responi^le for 
the persons and property of all British 
oibiecta. It was still farther stipuhrted, ^at 
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the island should not be suflfered to be put 
into a state of defisnce ; that the convention 
with Captain Nott should be. in. full force 
throughout the country; and that^till de- 
finitive orders were received from the British 
government^ the chief command should be 
vested in the hands of the two persons who 
were next in authority to Count Tramp^ the 
Etatsroed Stephensen, and his brother, the 
Amptman of the Western Quarter of Iceland. 
Thes^ affairs having oeen brought to a 
conclusion by Friday the 25th of August^ 
the Mai^ret and Anne and the Orion were 
finally ordered to prepare to weigh anchor 

Friday, ^^ ^^^ aftcmobn . of the same day* 
Ausii8J2j>. i^ tt,^ former we had, in addition 

to the party we brought out with us, Count 
Tramp, who was to go to. Englapd as a 
prisoner of war, his secretary, and LiQute^i^nt 
Stewart of the Talbot, charged wltji. dis* 
patches from Captain Jones to the Admi* 
ralty. The Danish prisoners belonging to 
our prize were divided in the two vessels, and 
Mr. Jorgensen, together with a few English, 
suflicient to protect the ship, embarked on 
board the Orion. At about four o'clock in 
the afternoon we were both under sail, but 
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with so little wind that it was Evening befoi^e 

we were; quite dear; of the small, islsuadsi of 

Akarqe andlngle^ and the same wes^ther con^ 

tinned till noon of the next day^ when a breese 

satuiday. Springing up we soon bade farewdl 
August 26. ^^ jjj^ Orion, which we now left far 

behind, pbserving to each as she faded fVom 
our sight that we should never see her again; 
and, finding we were not near enough to the 
land . to go. through the most usual and the 
safesit, as well as the shortest, passage between 
Cape Reikanes and the first of the ropks called 
the Fugle Skiers^ we made our course, bet weea 
the second and third of them.. I believe nojt 
one of our little party left Iceland with fe^l«- 
ings of regret* The weather, which; hfMl at 
the be^t been unfavorable, was now daily 
growing .worse, and not only rendered; our 
loQger abode in the island disagreeable, but 
threatened us witli a dangerous passage 
homeward: the nights were rapidly lengths 
, ening, and time hung heavily upon our 
hands: it was impossible to forbear contrastr 
ing the wretchedness and poverty of every 
thing about us with the comfort of (Our 
happy homes; and, in addition to these and 
similar considerations, our stay at Reikevig, 
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htd been in many instances rendered nn* 
pleasant by political sifuablUei,. by** com- 
meftcial misfortunesji and^ above all^ by the 
ill conduct of some of the persons entiployed 
by Mr; Hielps in an inferior capacity. A 

ddUgh'tfbl wind now added" to our happin^s^ 

<» # 

and we. coi^ratulated each other on the 
prospect of a short and prosperous voyage 
to our iMttiVe shores: but- the next mornii^ 

Sandar, ^ Other ideas carovi^d upon our 
▲ngiMt 27. mJnjg^ when about six or sereH 

o'clock we were awakened by a sm<^e and a 
strong smell xA burning, that issu^ fiom 
the diflferent hatchways, especially from that 
in the fore part of the ship, and left us no 
room to doubt but that the vessel was on 
fire, and that the flames Would socm burrt 
out! No one who has not been in a similar 
situation can have an idea of what we felt. 
We were than twenty leagues distant ftx>m 
the nearest shore, a barren and inhospitaUe 
coast, and the wind was blowing from that 
quarter, so that to gain even this was im* 
possible. We were also unprovided with 
boats sufficient to hav^ contained one half of 
our crew, iior could any boats have assisted 
US in such a tempestuous ocean ; so Hiat our 
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«carc6^ \e&9 so^ wbeti^ but a few mitifftes 
^r t|ie dis€Pov«ry of ^ow miftferttmey a n)t»- 
tlitft sftit was detected^ wbieb, itnprobab)^ as 
it seemed Id oi^ We bnew cotiM be ild o^heir 
tbtiCli the Orion, it paired that^ conttir^to 
tbe orders eKpree^ty gireti fof tier 1^ 4MoW 
4mf track till we bad deared i;be tdckd^ Mf, 
Jorgemen- had' itiiiisMd iifidfl ^ mdsrtet^ 
. ticking that short confte whieh we had cMh 
sidered too perilous^ nnd steering between 
the Cape and liit first of the Fogte i^ierti; 
smh being the only ebanee of his not being 
eompelled entirely to quit our conipafiy. 
This he had ^fected in safety by his courage 
and superiority in deamanship^ ftnd having by 
thi« man<!euvre gained a suH^fcient length of 
W^* to Compensate fbr the inferiori^ of bis 
sailing, he was enabled to save the Ktes of the 
whole ship's crew, who must otherwise inevi- 
tably have perished. After having put about 
our vessel, and come sufficiently near, we 
hoisted signals of distress, Upon which tbe 
Orion crowded all her sail, and in about two 
or three hours Mr- Jorgensen himself came 
on board. The fire had by this time so 
much incr^sed, that it was* found necessary 
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to have all the boals in readiness to convejr 
the people to the Orion. Eveiy precaution 
was in the mttn while used to suflbcate the 
flame with wet-swabs^ sail-cloths^ &c.y and 
thus at least tOr retard die disastei:; but all to 
no purpose. We so plainly saw our situ- 
ation^ that it was but a litde time before the 
whole of us had left the Margaret and Anne, 
except a few who remained to cut open the 
decks and make a last effinrt by throwing 
down water to extinguish the flames : such, 
however, was the ascendency they already 
had gained, and such the volumes of smoke 
and fire which instantaneously burst forth, 
that delay only endangered the liv^ of the 
men, abd it was found necessary ahbost imr 
mediately to abandon the attempt and give 
up the vessel to her fate. By twelve or one 
o'clock every living thing, not even except- 
ing the sheep, cats, and dogs, was secured, 
but of our property it was impossible to save 
any thing, excepting only a very few articles 
• that were with us in the cabin ; for the fire, 
rat the time of its first discovery, had. taken 
hold of the place in which every thing most 
valuable was kept. We were but too happy 
to escape with our lives, and with the clothes 
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upon our backs^ and . even for this we are in 
no small degree indebted to the extraordinary 
exertions of Mr. Jorgensen, at a time when 
nearly the whole of the ship's crew seemed 
paralysed with fear. He^ too, as would be 
expected by all who knew his character, wab 
the last to quit the vessel. Just at this time 
the wind, which had blown fresh, suddenly 
fell, and we were compelled by the succeeding 
calm to be the near and melancholy spectators 
of the destruction of a ship of five hundred 
tons burthen, with all her sails set, and a cargo 
principally consisting of oil and tallow, the 
whole worth not less than ^26,000. The 
flames first seized the sails and rigging of the 
foremjist, which they soon destroyed, and cook- 
municated to those of the main and mizen 
masts, enveloping the whole in one general 
conflagration. Shortly afterwards they sufan 
sided, leaving the naked masts here and theile 
on fire ; but when the tallow and oil bculed 
over and ran in wide cataracts of fire down 
the sides of the vessel, blazing over every 
part of the hull, the scene was awful beyond 
description. The clouds of smoke^ greater 
by far than those of steam from the largest 
eruption of the Geyser, rose to an almost 
inconceivable height in one steady column. 
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trfts only at tnteitali dtMurbed by the 
di«cbarge of ond or other of the giuift^ or bf the 
ibHiiig of the maits. It wad not long before 
the timberd of the vessel were destroyed^ but 
the copper bottom continued jBoating aboti^ 
like a great caldron filled with every thing 
that was eombmtible tn a liquid and blazing 
0tate^ till the sad speetaele*^wais concealed 
from our view by a dense fog at four or five 
o'clock in the sUtemoon^ when with a frirer 
breese we steered back for Retkevig^ the 
Orion not aflbrding acoomfloo^tion ibr so 
many people as were now 6ti boaid^ nor 
b^ng ftimtthed with provisions^ enough for 
a voyage t» England. It had been whispen^ 
among our erew^ previously ta thev tMving 
the Margaret and Anne^ that some of the 
Danea had probably set fire to the vesscft, 
and thia suspicion was now confirmed even 
by their own confessions* Two of them^ 
therefore^ who were most strongly suspected^ 
were pot in irons^ and the beds, &c.r of 
tfaoie befonging to the Orion seaadbed for 
any combustible matter by wlneh a simUar 
ad: of villainy might here be committed. 
The result of this search was, that a lai^^ 
pitee of touchwood was^ found concealed 
under one of their hammocks, and it was 



%twHmed tbftt it wi^ widi some of Hie 
9ia)e wlb§tm» that one or two of the 
Ilanei5 in the Morgtret and Anne^ went 
d^wn the fore hatchway at about ten o'clock 
on t)^ Saturday ni^t, and aet fire to ihm 
wool^ which, owing to its dow mode of 
homing, waa not dkoovered till the foib«&* 
ing momif^. In the Orion, which waa 
low on many accounts so uneomfcnrtaUe, we 
TiiMday, peased but^ two nights; for on the 
August 29. j||0^y morning we came to an-* 

chor in Reikerig Bay, where we landed the 
whole of our prisoners, exeept the two is 
vama^ who were receiTed into the Talbot, 
and in two or thnee days the Orion again 
set sail fv England wiA Mr* Phelps ami 
Mr. Jorgensen. Count Tramp and nqraetf 
wwe left behind: the fi>rafier at his own m^ 
^Mst was Mceived on board the Talbot, and 
I waa likewise ionted in the most handsome 
manner by Gaptain Jones to take my pas« 
sag« to England in the same Tessel, he 
knowii^ the poor aeoonsmodatioos tliat the 
Orion affi>rded, and justly supposing that I 
should he more comfortable .with him. 
I giladly f^vail myself ai ^is oppcnrtnnUy to 
acknowledge with gratitude the many marks 
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of attention, and the unifottn kiiidne?^ which 
I received, both fSrom him and the whole of 
his officers, not only daring the voyage, but 
also previous to our jfinal departure, which 
was delayed for a week after our i^turn. 
They were unceasing in their endeavors to 
affi>rd me every accommodation and asskt* 
ance in their power; of which I stood greatly 
in need, and to make me forget what I had 
suffered : nor must I pass in silence the 
kindness of the principal Icelanders, who 
pressed upon me with congratulations for 
my safety ; especially the Etatsroed and the 
Bishop, both of whom offered to do what- 
ever they were able,' to repair the losses I 
had sustained, and have since given un- 
questionable marks of the sincerity of their 
ofiers, by having recently sent hie collections 
of plants* and minerals. The Bishop, in a 
letter now before me, says^ ^^Cum jg^ravis- 
simd san^ doloie calamitatem vestram ac- 
cepi ! Paulsopius - noster tibi plantas quas 
orientalis itisulse plaga hoc tempoi^ producit 

* ThiB collection contained one or two plants not 
before known as natives of Iceland^ wKich I have there- 
fbre inserted in the list of thie vegetable productions of 
tbe island^ contained in the Appen^k E. 
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exhibebit. /Si quid in m?a potestate erit, 
qusb. amisisti aliquo mode restituere^ fac^ 
jiibe, lioe grato fungar officio/' I did not^ 
however, th^i avail myself of his civility, 
but spent nearly the w.hole of my tiine on 
board, for. there was,, indeed, little diat could 
afibrd me^amuisisment on shore; as it was too 
tete in t the sea^oa to replace my lost col- 
lection of the vegetable productions of the 
island, neith^ bad .1 materials to enable me 
to preserve . any subjects <tf natural history : 
books, too, were not;t6 be procuijed without 
much time and trouble; drawings required 
still more;, and my inclination, it may be 
well ims^ined, was not favorable to any of 
these attempts. 

. On the 4th of September we once more 
left these unfortuni^te shores. It was the 
Ci^tain's intention . to have entered a port 
on the eastern jcpast of Iceland ; but, after 
bating about (qt several days within ^sight 
of the snow-mountains near the soutb coast, 
making at the sacne time but little progress, 
we directed pur course straight for England, 
proposing in our way. to touch at the Ferroe 
Islands. With an>excellent breeze and fine 
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